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STATE AHD FEDERAL WILDLIFE HEFUGES By DOBCTH E. GSQSas

Every Audubon member in California should plan at acaa tiss to visit the state
and federal wildlife refuges located in the Sacramento silver ¥&Hey,- wint
grounds for numerous ducks and geese. This -proved to he the year for Mrs,
Daugherty and myself.

Upon arrival at the Sacramento Federal Wildlife fiefnga m a r Korean on Eiglssay
99-W, administered "by the United otatsa Fish and Tildlife Service, we learxwd that
the majority of the ducks had left the refuge. Even so, an eatimtad ?G,OGG £©e*©
and 100,000 ducks remained on the marshes. This refuge contains 10,503 acres, and
Mr. A. Vernon Ekedahl, superintendent, said that a st«arter cf s. niilion birds bad
teen present during the hunting season when, at the first shot, the "birds rasa pell-
mell to the refuge during the days of shooting, flying out at night to feed.

The geese present were lesser snow, lesser Canada, cackling, white-fronted and
Ross's. Two whistling swans were seen, but there had been e. saxissua of he%-men 500
and 600 this year, with a peak of 2000 in the sost favorable year. Ike ducks pres-
ent during our stay in mid-November were mainly aallards. Ths pintails, which, eca-
priee 90^ of the wintering ducks, together with the baldpates, had scattered to tba
numerous ponds adjacent over the countryside. Four million wintering 'birda is the
highest mimber ever recorded at this refuge during tlie annual Jan\iary census. He
learned also that here ducks were at least as numerous as last year.

Mr. Ekedahl administers three refuges; the Gacransento, Colusa and Sutter, In
addition to Mr. Ekedahl and his secretary, there are eleven deputies, nice of wfe»
are resident on the Sacramento and two on the Colusa. A pilot-biologist is also
assigned to the area. Operation of the refuge is financed by duck stamp sosey.

This year, to help feed the ducks and reduce dainage to local farm crops, tfaa
Sacramento refuge raised 600 acres of rice, 1*30 acres of baa-ley and 500 acres of
millet, while Colusa raised 600 acres of rice and 240 acres of barley. Sutter pro-
duced 250 acres of milo

Mrs, Wehr, wife of one of the deputies on Colusa, told ue that her seat thrilling
moment of the year comes when the first large flight of ducks arrives in the fall.
This year it caae at 6 A.fo. Breakfast preparations were forgotten when, with binocu-
lars in hand, she rushed out and stood in the cold on the dike for Bjore then an hour,
even as you and I, to drink in the sight of 50,000 or 60,000 pintails and baldpates
feeding in their barley field in such does formation tbat no space could be see©
between the bodies of the birda. The sound of their eating w^s like the heaviest
downpour of rain.

It vas a grand trip end we yearn to return during a hunting season to see the
real concentration. We saw 125 species of birds on the whole trip. On the way
home, in the canyon at Big Sur, we heard a pair of horned ovls in convex-sationt
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THURSDAY, Jan. 6. Field trip to the Sen Gabriel Hirer Wildlife Ssn=t-,3.rj, 25J~ 3cuth
Burfee Ave., El Monte. The Pasadena-Lang Bsach ?. 1. Iras, fovx trips each vu,y 2silj,
stops, on signal, at 'Tessple School, opposite the Seustimry entrance. IFz'cz. dcvs.tc?Ki
Los Angeles go to El Monte "by p. 2. cue or train. (Telephaa© IsfGrrati^s 2u=isr 72"2
for best schedvile.) At SI Monte Station change tc Lcsng Beacia bus !©&Tir.g "iLsi'e at
8:3? A.M. If driving, go east on 6th St. to Whittisr Blvd., c=ntisus c^iittie^ to
Dirrfee Ave., thence north to Sanctuary. Bird v&lk will start frsn tie nuseua at -ijw.
Take lunch. Eat at picnic tables if the veather is good; otissi-̂ isa lesii© the KuEeus,
at 12 Soon. Leader, Mrs. Caroline E. ISLUghsrtyj CHarlegton 6-I."-*7.

TFOBSDAY, Jan. 13. 7:00 P.M. Los Angeles General Library, Fifth Gt. ani Grsad AT©.
First floor. Mrs. Elizabeth 3. Goolien, first Viae-Prasideiit, precidiag, >ir. CiarX@s
C. Ayres, Jr., of Otttaawa, Iowa, president of Iova OmiUiolc-gical Uniar.W(?or t;is taird
year), founder and president of the Ottussa Bird Club, and sister o* the Ics ̂ s^iea
Audubon Society, will talk on "Only Sevan lenders of tao World!H. To be illuBt^atAd
with kodachrome slides.

THURSDAY, Jan. 20. 1:30 P. M. Los Angeles Ccroaty Kucexaa, in imposition lark. & s .
Mary V. Hood, president, presiding. Mr, W. Scott Lewis, aeri-er of the JJ2S Angles
Auduhon Society, the American Association for the Advancessrrs of Science, the Southern
California Acadeiay of Science, and other organisations, will ~n& the speaker. Ha vill
present a unique full-color notion picture, "Mysterious Eat-ore," designed tc Bi*xsa-
rize scientific teachings regarding the ns,tui-al sciences, x>c ahov ao- everything in
nature is woven together and how life could no^ e~ist if thousands of natural laws
were not exactly what they are. Mr. Kenneth 2. cta^er, Curator of C-rnitholcgy and
Mammalogy, Los Angeles County Museum, vill present "tile "bird c-f the "

SUNDAY, Jan. 23. Field trip to Sherwood Lairs. Drive out Ventura. Blvd. to the first
turn-off to the left after crossing the Ventura County line. V.Q9t at thai intersection
at 8:30 A.M. Bring lunch. Leader, C. J. Parker; ATlanti;- 1-24>O.

THURSDAY, Jan. 27. Study Class, 10 A.M. to 12 Kaon. Long Eall, Fitter Pare, ?377
Santa Monica Blvd., on the Pacific Electric- Santa Lonica 31yd.-'.'est, Eollywcoi line.
First Hour: The structure of birds,- -skeleton, circulation, tills und feet, senses,
feathers. Second Hour: The family tree of flowers: classes ano. sub-classes. Bring
lunch and spend the afternoon at hsadi^ui^ters. Leader, Mr. Gecge T. Scstings.

TEE SAI-I Gn£3II]L ?IYSE WILDLIFE SAICKl'JX
259^ S. DurfeeAve., El Mcnte. Telephone: WMttier 6-37^8

Mrs. 0. M. Stultz, Director. Mi's. M. Gertrude Woods, Assistant Director
C. W, Hamilton, Warasn

Maintained by the National Audubon Society, vith the cooperation of its Southern Cali-
fornia affiliated societies. Segulariy scheduled field trip the second Sunday of each
month, starting from the entrance at 9 A.M.
Advisory Coramittee: Chairman, Mrs. J. E. Comby, Southern California Bepresentative,
Rational Audubon Society, 200 Er&tt Lane, Whittier. Telephone: Wnittier -41-^236
Members: Mrs. Caroline H. Daugherty, Mrs. Anna 3. Young, lir. Ctto J. Sahn, Mi-. Harlan
Cate and Mrs. F. F. pellieeier.
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THE LOS ABGELES AUDUB01 SOCIETY, through
its Youth Leadership Committee, will con-
duct a bird study course for girls and
boys, 12 years old and over, at the County
Museum in Exposition Park, beginning Jan.
8, 19^9. The course will be given on five
consecutive Saturday mornings, from 10 to
12 o'clock. It will include illustrated
lectures by the president, Mrs. Hood, with
studies in identification of birds in
the Museum Bird Hall and later in the
field. Enrollment will be limited to 200.
For desired information, telephone Mrs.
Neil H. Lewis, G-Ladstone 3335, chairman
of the committee. The course for boys and
girls will close Feb. 12 and will b© fol-
lowed by one for leaders of youth groups,
this second course to be given on Wednes-
day nights Feb. 16 to Mar. 2c.

THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION. The en-
closed wildlife stamps were sent us on an
offer from our Executive Board to cooper-
ate with the Federation in its effort to
arouse an enlightened opinion in the per-
petuation of the natural resources of this
continent. Price of the stamps, y-1.
Purchase- i£ not compulsory. You may keep
them, or give them away, if you do not buy
them. If you do not care to do either,
return them to the Federatipn, which do-
nates returned stamps to children's homes
and institutions:.

IsZ*,.' MuvsEi<E T»?'£Lr'C.rtB I
Mrs. llathlyr V Znvis ""*** *

122; rtrlin-"toa Ave», T-irrssce
Mr. Valter Sract rove11

Mrs, Genevieve A. Feistei'
35^ N. Scrsaniie Ave., Los Angeles k

7 ^ H O Vsci^ov Wiiscn Dr., Hollywood k6
Kr. Dean K. ricrsrell

2216 W. 21et Bz.f Lcs
Mr* Roger .'JUrer

Crestcn, Coiii*.
Mrs. l-isllie k. Calvert

Box ^83, --aregs Park

J

F2? VI. 7th St., Los Angelas Ik
Mrs. Leana I. Samsy

1757 2. ^Ist St., Los Angeles 11
Kiss Frances C:aininghas.

3O^6f Vfeldon Are., l>m Angeles %,
Mi»s. Sffie 5. I'iabaffie

2206 Brier Av©., Los Angelea 26
Kr. Barl I, Kah&fx'ie

2206 Brier Ave., Los Angeles 26
Kiss Florence H. Pastestrca

S^5 S. Windsor Blvd., Los Angela
Mr. Harry L. Harsisall

3619 ¥. 59th St., Los Angeles ̂ 3
Mr.. Bryce Elliott

17%1 Coolidge Ave., Altadesa
Mrs. Helen Elliott

Coolidge Ave., Altadeaa
Russell I. Wilson

Fanedale Ave., forth Hollywood
Ella S. Post

W. 101st St., Los Angeles 41

OPPOBTUKITY is knocking at your door,-
opportunity to serve yo«r Society as a
member of one of its Standing Cosaitteea,,
Birds, Extension, Hospitality, House,
Membership, xfature Study, Publicity, Youth
Leadership ,. All the chainaen need help
to carry on their activities. See their
names, addresses and telephone nusbers in
The Tanager, October, 19^8, and get in
touch with the one you say prefer.

Mrs

Mrs

MEMBERS (non-member husbands and wives, too) are cordially invited to the fco» of our
president, Mrs. Hood, Sunday, Jan. 16, at h P.M. (#138 S. Wilton Dr., Los Angeles.)
Mr, Walter Scott, who followed the footsteps of John JaEas Audubon over eany of the
eastern states last simmer, will talk about what h-e saw.
E, S. V. P. to Mrs. Albert W. Khox, $kk South Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles 5 {SxfOBi-
tion 3555) or Miss Laura Greely, 90k Kendall Avenue, South Pasadena (Cleveland 7-l&»9).
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OBSERVATION

DUCKS. The flow of the Los Angeles Biver
i s so low tha t only a portion of the Hol-
l ingsworth Blvd. s e t t l i n g basins can be
even p a r t l y f i l l e d . But these shallow
ponds are hosts now to hundreds of canvas-
backs , several ring-necked and ruddy ducks,
eared and p ied-b i l l ed grebes, herons, gu i l e ,
coots, e t c . , - that i s , un t i l a t r igger-
happy finger frightens away a l l except
coots. Mrs. Lila Mann saw several dead
coots Hov. 29 after such shooting. Gradu-
a l l y the ducks dr i f t back. She found 5
gadwall there that day. There were 5 red-
head ducks among the canvas-backs Nov. 2kt
Bedheads are rarely found in the Los Ange-
les area the l a s t few years. These were
seen j u s t that one day (C.H.D.).

RARITIES. Frederick Blunt found an
ture little blue heron at Bolea Chiea Hov.
Ik and again Nov. 21. This is an eastern
species, only occasional in California.
In the imnature stage it is similar to our
snowy egret, but it has a tinge of blue in
the primaries, legs dull greenish, bill
bluish, tipped with black and thicker, and
it lacks the shuffling foot motions. Mr.
Blunt also found two golden-crowned king-
lets in the Long Beach vicinity the latter
part of November. Alna Stultz found a
Holboell's grebe and 5 female buffie-heads
at Bolsa Chica Nov. 15. Arnold Small found
an immature whistling swan in San Gabriel
River Wildlife Sanctuary Nov. Ik.

LAND BIRDS. JuBtin Russell reports Western
robins, ruby-crowned kinglets and pine sis-
kins in Griffith Park Nov. lh and chipping
sparrows Nov. 21. Dorothy Getz reports
great flocks of robins and cedar waxwings.
These two species are reported numerous in
many areas, especially in San Gabriel River
Wildlife Sanctuary, where also hundreds of
American pipits, phainopeplae wintering
over, red-breasted sapsuckers and a slender-
billed nuthatch. Varied thrush in Slysian
Park Nov. 10 (L. Mann) and Brookside Park
Dec. 2 (M. Parker).

WATCH NOW FOR: Horned grebes, redhead
ducks, red-naped and red-breaBted sapsuck-
ers, slender-billed and red-breasted nut-
hatches , Sierra creepeS-s, varied thrush,
golden-crowned kinglets, purple finch,
pine siskins, chipping, Lincoln and Fox
sparrowB.

CAROLINE H, DAUGEEBTY
Field Leader.

THE SUXQA.Y 7XEI& T5I? to Newport leash
Back Bay and Bolsa Chica areas, led b j
C. J . Parker !»*ov. 2c, proved to be a
wonderful day, with a bird l i s t of 5S
species. Outstanding; 5 red-throated
Icons, U white pelicans, 1C bufflehead
ducks, 15 red-breasted ssrgansers, 1
white-tailed k i te , 1 long-billed curlew,
100 avoeeta, 6 species of guils*

A SURRA CLUB FIELD 1?IP, Suniaj, Hov.
26, twenty-five serJbers cf tee mature
Study grc-% of the Sierra Olub s e t in
Griffi th Park fcr s, bird valk. Ve were
very capably led by Mrs. Carolina Da^gh-
er ty and Miss Horctfcy {fcreaer, of tije Lcs
Angeles Auduboa Society. Trfe identified
in a l l about 3b species of b i rds . I s the
se t t l ing basics in the park we were for-
tunate enough to see about 20." cbsirs of
five different species, great bln^e heroes,
black-crowned night herons and ijaaricaa
egrets . Ws ih&nk our Auduhcn friends for
a delightful early s»ming bird walk,

—LOLS LASLHT, Ifeisker, Sierra Slub

MR. AHD K8S. S, I . SHUART, ledoaao Beach,
report an irnsature bald eagle alcng Palos
Verdes shores. They f i r s t eaw i t l e s t
spring, l eb . 27, and again Har. 2?. On
April 2p thsj ctse-'ved i t hig^i In the
a i r , soaring in circles witfc two vultttres.
while loT,rer dovn vere ssany gul ls , a l l
c i rc l ing , giving then a fine chance to
see the difference in aaimer of scaring
and of f l ight . They watched t i e bird
for several horxa, noting i t s yellow
b i l l and feet . I t was not very prepos-
sessing; i t s clusage was nett led and
ragged, with scarcely any white» Seen
again Hov. 7, i t had & sice white head
and the t a i l showed part ly white in fligh
Grinnell and Miller, in "Distribution, of
Birds of California," p . 10c, say the bal«
eagle, forserly cocoon, is new ei ther goi»
or l isdted to vagrants or to scattered
nesting pa i r s .

MRS. ADA S. MASGSOH, Hospitality Chair-
man, wishes to express her appreciation
for the members1 loyal support in the
benefit-luncheon a t Hslss' in IcveEfeer.

IMPORTANT BUSHSSS a t the saeeting of Jan.
20: Nomination from the floor of one
member of the Cosaittee on HcsHnatiaBsj
a l so , the f i r s t reading of soas proposed
changes in the By-lavs.




