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STATE AND FEDERAL WILDLIFE REFES By DORCTHY E, GE0HER

Every Audubon member in Californis should plasn at scme time to visit the stats
and federal wildlife refuges located in the Sacrsumento .iver Valley,- wintering
grounds for numerous ducke and gesse., This proved to be the yesr for Mrs, Carciine
Daugherty and myself.

Upon arrival at the Sacramento Federel Wildlifs Refuge nser Normen on Eighway
99-W, administered by the United States Fish and 'Wildlife Service, we learnsd that
the majority of the ducks had left the refuge. ZEven mo, an estimated 50,000 geese
and 100,000 ducks remained on the marshes. This refuge comteins 10,500 acres, and
Mr. A, Vernon Ekedshl, supecintendent, saii that a quorter of & million birds had
been present dwring the hunting season when, at the first shot, the birds rush pell-
mell to the refugs during the days of' shootlng, flying out at night tc fesd,

The geese yresent wers lesser snow, lesser Cemuda, cackling, white-Tronted and
Rogs's. Two whistling swans were seen, but thers had been & maximua of betwesn 500
and 600 this year, with a peak of 2000 in the most favorsble year. The ducks pres-
ent during owr stay in mid-Hovember were mainly mallards. The pintalls, which com.
prise 90% of the wintering ducks, together with the baldpates, had scattersd 1o the
numerous ponde adjacent over the couniryside, Four millicn wintering birds is the
highest number ever recorded at this refuge during tiie anmual Jenusry census. We
learned also that here ducks ware ot lezst as numerous as last yeer.

Vr. Ekedahl administers three refuges: +*he lacramento, Coluse and Sutter. In
addition to Mr. Ekedahl and his secretary, there are eleven deputies, nine of whom
are resident on the Sacramentc and two on the Coluse. A rilot-biclogist is aleo
assigned to the area. Operation of the refuge is financed by duck stemp money.

This year, to help feed the ducks and rsduce damage tc local farm crops, the
Sacramento refuge reised 60D acres of rice, 430 scres of barley and 500 sciee of
millet, while Colusa rsised 600 acres of rice and 240 ascres of barley, Suiter pro-
duced 250 acres of milo maize,

Mrs, Wehr, wife of one of the deputies on Colusa, told us that her moet thrilling
moment of the yeer comes when the first large Tlight of ducks errives in the fall,
This year it came at 6 A.h., PBrealifast prepasrations were forgotten when, with binocu-
lars in hand, she rushed out and stood in the cold on the dike for more then en hour,
even as you and I, to drink in the sight of 50,000 or ©0,000 pintails and baldpstes
feeding in their barley field in such close formation that nc space could be seen
between the bodies of the birds. The sound of their eating wus like the heaviest
downpour of rain.

It wes a grand trip and we yeern to return dwring & huntipz season to see the
real concentration. We saw 125 speciss of birds on the whole trip., OUn the way
home, in the cenyon at Big Sur, we heard a peir of horned owls in conversation:
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THURSDAY, Jen, 6. Field trip to the Sen Qabriel Ri
Durfee Ave., El Monte, The Tassdens-Tone Boach B.

stops, on signal, at Temple bcnual, wpoaits
Los Angeles go to EL Monte by ®. E. tus or irein
for best schedule,) 4t 21 Monbe Statior o

8:37 A.M. If driving, go east on 5th
Durfee Ave., thence north to Sanctuary

ol [ A

Frittisr o

Teke lunch., ZEat at picnic tables if ths weathe:
et 12 Hoon. Leader, Mrs. Carcline H., Iuughsyr
THUREDAY, Jan. 13. 7:00 P.K. ILos ingelss (e
First floor. Mrs. Ellzgbeth B. Goolisn, Fir

C. Ayres, Jr., of Otturwa, Iowz, ,rea_w“’c o

yoar), founder and president of the Ottwms

Audubon Society, will talk on "Cnly Seven Wen
with kodachroms slides.

t;! iy

THURSDAY, Jan. 20. 1:30 P, M. Los Angeles Cownty Musews, in Exposition Fark. Mrs.
Mary V. Hood, president, presiding, Mr, W. Scott Law.:», mexber of the ics Angeles
Audubon Soclety, the American Association Tor the Advancemesnt of Sclence, the Southern
California Academy ¢f Science, and other orgenizations, will e the spesksr. Bs will
present a unique full-coler motion picture, "Mysterious Naiture," designed to summe-
rize sclentific teachings regarding tie natural sclences, to show how everytiing in
nature is woven together and how life coulld not sxist if tm usends of natural laws
were not exactly what they are. lr. Kenneth Z. Stager, Curator of Ornitheleogy and
Mammalogy, Los Angeles County lluseum, will present "the bird of the month."
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SUNDAY, Jan. 23. Fisld itrip to Sherweood Late., Drive out
twmn-off to the left after crossing tue Veniura | g
at €:30 A.M. 3Bring lunch. Leader, . J. Parker

Yenturs Blvd., fo the Tirst
= intsreection

THURSDAY, Jan. 27, BStudy Class, 10 A.M. o 12 Koon. ILong Hell, Flwmmer Park, 7377
Santa Lionica Blvd,, on the Fecific Electrilc Santa Monica Blvd.-West Hollywood lins,
First Hour: The structure of birds,- skeleston, circulaticen, bills and Teel, senses,
feathers. Second Hour: The family tiee of flowsrs: clssses and sun—el:z&es. Bring
lunch and spend the aftermoon &t hesdguurters, Leadsr, Mr. George T. Hastings,
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THE SAL GAERIZL FIVER WILDLIFE ZARCTULZY i
2564 S, Durfee ive., EL Monte. Telephcne: Wal t.t*ar' £-3748
Mrs. 0. M, Stultz, Director, Mrs, M. Jertrude Woods, Assistant Director
A8

e Tt T, St v
C. W, Hemilton, Wardsn

Maintained by the National Audubon Sccisty, with the cocperatlon of iis Southern Cs:zli:
fornis affilisted societies. Regularly scheduled field trip the second Sunday of each
month, starting from the entrance =t 5 A.M. o
Advisory Cormittes: Chairman, Mrs. J. H. Comby, Southern u‘lifom“ 1'2'3}31‘6@;561’1TC%?F
National Audubon Society, 200 Kratt Lene, Wnlttier. Telephone: Wnittler +41-4230
Memberg: Mrs. Caroline H. Daugherty, Mrs. snns B. Young, i. Cuvto J. Zahn, Mr., Herlan
Cate and Mrs. F. F, Pellissler.
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THE IOS ANGELES AUDUBOK SOCIETY, through
its Youth Leadership Committee, will con-
duct a bird study course for girls and
boys, 12 years old and over, st the Counby
Museum in Exposition Park, beginning Jan.
8, 1949. The course will be given on five
consecutive Saturday mornings, from 10 to
12 o'clock., It will include illustrated
lectures by the president, Mrs. Hood, with
studies In identification of birds in

the Museum Bird Hall apd later in the
field. ZEnrollmesnt will be limited to 200,
For desired information, telephone Hrs.
Neil H, Lewis, Gladstone 3335, chairmsn

of the committee. The course for boys and
girle will close Feb. 12 and will be fol-
lowed by qne for leaders of youth groups,
this second course to be given on Wednes~-

day nights Feb., 16 to Mar. 26. ~{ Mrs. Ella E. Fost

i

THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION. The en-
closed wildlife stamps were sent us on an
offer from our Executive Board to ccoper-
ate with the Federation in its effort to
arouse an enlightened opinion in the per-
petuation of the natural resources of this
continent. Price of the stamps, 1,
Purchase is not compulscry. You may keegp
them, or give them away, if you do not buy
them., If you do not cere to do either,
return them to the Federatien, which do-
natee returned stamps to children's homes
and institutions.
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Mrs. Ieonz F. Earney

1757 B. 4lst St., Los ingeles 11
Miss Frances Cunninghezm

30464 Weldon Ave., Los Angeles 4l
Mrs. Effie R. Mznaffie

2206 Brier ive., Los ingeles 26
Mr, BEarl ¥, MHahafflle

2206 Brier Ave., Los Angeles 26
Miss Florence M, Pslmstrom

845 S. Windsor Blvd., Los Angeles 5
Mr. Harry L. Marshall

361G W. 59th St,, Los ingeles 43
Mr. Bryce Elliott

1741 Coclidge Ave., Altadens
Mrs. Eelen Elliott

1741 Coolidge Ave., Altadena
Mre, Russell E. Wilson

4540 Farmdale Ave., Horth Hollywood

1447 W. 101lst St., Los Angeles &k

OPPORTURITY is knocking at youwr door,-
opportunity to serve your Soclely as a
member of one of its Standing Cozmittess..
Birds, Extension, Hospitality, House,
Membership, Hature Study, Publiclity, Youth
Leadership .. All the chairmen need help
to carry on their sctivities. OSes thsir
names, addresses and telephone numbers in
The Tenager, October, 1548, and get in
touch with the one you mey prefer.

MEMBERS (non-member husbands and wives, too} ere cordimlly invited tc the home of our

president, Mrs. Hood, Sundey, Jan. 16, at 4

P.M. (#1368 8. Wilten Dr., Los Angeles, )

Mr, Walter Scott, who followed the footsteps of John James Audvbon over many of the

eastern states last summer, will talk about what he saw.
South Kingsley

R. S. V. P. to Mrs., Albert ¥W. Knox, 344

Tion 3555) or Miss Laura Greely, 904 Kendall Avenue,

Drive, Los Angsles 5 {Exposi-
South Fasadena {(Cleveland 7-1B43).
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OBSERVATIORS

DUCKS. The flow of the Los Angeles River
is so low that only & porticn of the Eol-
lingsworth Blvd. settling basing can be
even partly fiiled. But these shallow
ponds are hosts now to hundreds of canvas-
backs, several ring-necked and ruddy ducks,

eared and pied-billed grebes, herons, gulls,

coots, etc.,- that is, until a triggsr-
happy finger frightens away all except
coots. Mrs., Lila Mann saw several deasd
coote Nov. 29 after such shooting. Oradu-
ally the ducks drift back. Shs found 5
gadwall there that day. There were 5 rede.
head ducks among the canvas-backs Hov, 2i.
Redheads are rarely found in the Los ange-
les area the last few years. These were
seen Just that one day (C.H.D.).

RARITIES. Frederick Blunt found an irmm-
ture little blue hercon at Bolsa Chica Hov.
14 and again Nov. 21, This is an esstern
specles, only occasionel in California.

In the immature stage it is similar tc our
snowy egret, but 1t has & tinge of blue in
the primaries, legs dull greenish, bill
bluish, tipped with black and thicker, and
it lacks the shuffling foot motions, Mr.
Blunt also found two golden-crowned king-
lets in the Long Beach vicinity the latter
part of November. Alma Stultz found a
Holboell's grebe and 5 female buffle-heads
at Bolsa Chica Rov. 15. Arnold Smsll found
an immature whistling swen in San Gabrisl
River Wildlife Sanctuary Nov. 1h4.

LAND BIRDS., Justin Russell reports Western
robins, ruby-crowned kinglets and pine sis-
kins in Griffith Park Fov. 14 and chipping
sparrows Nov., 21, Dorothy Getz reportise
great flocks of robing and cedar waxwings.
These two species are reported numerous in
many areas, especially in San Gabriel River
Wildlife Sanctuary, where alsc hundreds of
American pipits, phainopeplae wintering
over, red-breasted sapsuckers and a
billed nuthatch., Varied thrush in Elysian
Park Nov, 10 (L. Mann) and Brookside FPark
Dec. 2 (M. Parker),

WATCH NOW FOR: Horned grebes, redhead
ducks, red-naped and red-breasted sapsuck-
ers, slender-billed and red-breasted nut-
hatches, Sierra creepe¥s, varied thrush,
golden-crowned kinglets, purple finch,
pine siskins, chipping, Lincoln and Fox
B8parrovs.

-~«=--CAROLINE H. DAUGHERTY

Field Leader.

‘ragged, with scarcely any whits.

slender-

THE SUIDAY FIELD TRIF to
Back Bey and Bolsa Chics

Bewvport Beack
¢ areas, led by

C. J. Parker Zov. 28, proved 0 be a
wenderful day, with a biv& list of 58
specles, Ouisitending: 3 red-throsted

lcons, & white pelicans, 10 bufflshead
ducks, 15 red-breasted merganserz, 1
white-tauea kite, 1 ng—billem curlew,

100 avocets, © epecies of gulls,
A SIFHERA CLUB FIELD TRTP

28, twauu‘}‘“ i | -
Study group of t ¢72 ﬁiﬁmﬂa Club met
riffith Fark for = dhird wmlk., ¥e were

very cepably lsd by ’i*’ﬂ* Caroline Daugh-
ewb.,, end Miss Dorothy Groner, of the Los
Angeles Audubon Soclety. We ldentifled

in all aboul 38 species of birde. In the
settling besins in the y@.ﬁm we vers fors
tunate enough to sse about 0 ducks of
Tive different aaec..&s, grea t bhza herons,
tleck-crowned night herons snd Assrican
sgrets, Ve thank our Auwdubon friends for
a delightful early morning bird walk,
~-=-1015 LASLEY, Mexber, Slerra Club

report an mm .,al &agle along Palos
Verdss shores, They first saw 1% lsst

spring, Feb., 27, and agam War. 27, On
April 2% they cbserved it high in the
air, soaring in circles with two vultures,

while lower down were Deny gulls, &13.
cireling, ag:‘rsg thez a fine chance to
see the diffsrence In mammer of scaring
and of flight. They watched the bird

for severel hours, moting ite yellow

bill and feet., It was not very prepos-
sessing; its rlumage wes mottled and

Seen
again Xov. 7, it had & nice white head
end the teil showed z:artly white in fligh
Grinnell and Miller, m "Distribution of
Birds of Californias," p. 1€, say the bal:
esgle, formerly commen, is now elther gom
or lizzzited to "afr*anta or to scattersd
nesting pairs.

VMES. ADA E, MANGSON, Hospitality Chair-
man, wishes 10O ex;:ress her appreciation
for the members' loyal support in the

benefit-luncheon at Helms' in Kovember.

IMPORTANT BUSINESS at tha meeting of Jan.
20: Komination from the floor of one
member of the Committee on Hominations;
alsc, the first reading of socme propossd
changes in the By-laws.





