
H

e x t e r n
PUBLISHED MONTHLY, SEPTEMBER TO MAY

BY THE LOS ANGELES AUDUBON SOCIETY
THE LOS ANGELES BRANCH OF THE

N A T I O N A L A U D U B O N S O C I E T Y

Volume XVII March I951 Humber 7

ONE WORLD OF NATURE

Nature study is more than learning the names of birds, flowers and trees, though
some never seem to get beyond this elementary stage and are content with a superfi-
cial knowledge of the world about them. Others like to study the lives of nature's
children to learn something of their instincts, habits and their relation to their
environment. But even this barely penetrates the surface of the vast realm of na-
ture, on beyond is that little understood region where all the natural sciences aro
interwoven so that one cannot be separated from the others. Here the student draws
close to the very heart of nature and finds that what seem, to be unrelated things
are actually connected and part of a great plan that includes all life and physical
matter.

We often find that what seem to be entirely distinct phenomena are actually
closoly related. For instance there would seem to be no connection between the phos-
phorescence which WG admire in a breaking wave and the famous Biblical plaguos of
Egypt, or the sudden extinction of a tribe of Indians on our West Coast. And yet
we find them closely related; for the phosphorescence is due to a one-celled plant,
a species of Gonyaulax, one of the dincflagallates, which at certain times synthe-
sizes a poison 10 times as potent as strychnine. Shellfish concentrate this poison
and the Indian band was killed by eating such mollusks. At other times Gonyaulax
causes the "red tides" when the fish all die, and such tides are b=3lieved to have
caused the plagues when the wator turned to blood and there was an unbearable stench
and swarms of flies.

Almost everyone knows the eelgrass that grows along both shores of the United
States. Of course it is not a gras.s as it belongs to thu Pondweed Family, but it
is grass like and very abundant in places. In 1931 a certain alias mould becarae
virulent on the eastern seaboard and the eelgrass_ began to die. Only then did the
conservationists begin to realize its true importance. Suddenly rivers polluted with
sewage, their waters no longer filtered by the eelgrass, swapt their poisons into
the sea, killing plant and animal life. The Brant died till their nunibers were rs-
duced by 80 per cent. The wave of destruction 3pread evor wider as the eolgra.se- is
a link in a food chain that extends far. The catch of cod and other fish" decreased
and finally the lives and livelihood of millions of people- wsra affected by the epi-
demic. Fortunately the plants seem to be coming back at the present time. In setae
places their leaves are again filtering the sewage from the water and if men will
only give them a chance, the Brant may increase in numbers, and ultimately the fish-
ing industry will benefit from the restoration of an important food chain.

These are but two out of a great number of possible illustrations of the complex-
ity of nature. The presence or absence of certain elements in the rocks, or events
in the lives of creaturea so small we cannot sec thorn with the unaided eye may af-
fect the lives of millions of people, to say nothing of bird and other animal popu-
lations . Truly nature is far more wonderful than most of us dream, and its study is
not only worth while but fascinating.

- W. tcott Lewis
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The Los Angeles Audubon Society will
have an exhibit of a Bird Sanctuary in
the "Gardens Clubs on Parade" section of
the* 1951 California International flow-
er Show at Hollywood Park, 1050 Prairie
Avenue, Inglewood from March 3 through
the 11th,

A new book, AUDUBON BIRD GUIDE, edited
by Richard Pough and beautiful ly i l l u s -
t r a ted with over ^00 colored plates by
our former member, Don Eckelberry, has
been added to our l ib ra ry . This was a
Christmas gif t from Mr. and Mrs. Hiram
Beebee.

This i s a good time to remind our mem-
bers that we have a very fine selection
booko, not only on birds but on many
phase a of nature, that members may draw
out e i ther at the time of the study
c l a s s e s , or by phoning or writing to our

Vvtn-m-t n<« MoWr D

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

We feel tha t the program of our So-
cie ty i s one tha t br ings information arid
inspirat ion to a l l our members who avail
themselves of what i s prepared for them
in our meetings and t r i p s . But i t is a
constant source of regre t that many who
might do 00 f a i l to a t tend the meetings.
But our in t e res t s go far beyond our own
meetings. Some of our members will at-
tend the 1951 Convention of the Audubon
Branches and Af f i l i a t e s of the Pacific
Coast States a t Asilomar from March 17
through, the 20th, Among the subjects
for discussion w i l l be some conserva-
tion subjects that are controversial,
giving opportunity to-become acquainted
with the pros and cons of timely sub-
j e c t s . Field t r i p s w i l l be l iberal ly
sprinkled throughout the program. As
aoon as they are pr in ted programs will
be avai lable a t our meetings. Won't
you plan to at tend the convention this
year?

To commemorate the centennial of the
death of John James Audubon in January
of I85I the National Society has issued
a ser ies of 2k f u l l color reproductions
of Audubon'a paint ings in the form of
stamps about 2-g- x 3ir inches. These will
be a t t r a c t i ve mementos of the Centennial
or may be used on l e t t e r s and envelopes
to help a t t r a c t a t t en t ion to Audubon's
great work. We have ordered sets of
these to be sold, two se t s for $1.00 at
our meetings, or thoy may be ordered
from our Chairman of Sales , Mrs. Calia
Christianson, 10b5|- N. Oxford S t . , Los
Angeles 27.

We great ly regre t that i l lness has
made i t necessary for Mrs. W. Scott
Lewis to resign her posit ion of Treas-
urer . Miss Treva Russell has been ap-
pointed to f i l l the posit ion of treas-
urer for the remainder of the club year.
Our sympathy and bes t wishes for com-
plete recovery to Mrs. Lewis.

Alice Lewis
There i s a pleasure in the pathless woods,
There i s a rapture on the lonely shore,
There i s society, where none intrudes,
By the deep sea, and music in i t s roar:
I love not man the l a s s , but Nature more,
For these our Interviews, in which I steal'
From a l l I may be, or have been before,
To mingle with the universe, and feel
What I can ne ' e r express, yet cannot a l l
conceal.

Lord Byron
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A SEHSE OF WOEDER
The late Anna Botsford Comstock,

the "Mother of Nature Study," said
that every child should be taught
some astronomy as it was almost the
only subject which, in these day3,
would develop a sense of wonder. But
even with astronomy the modern child
may say ...Twinkle, twinkle little star

I didn't wonder what you are,
I know more of you, you see
Than you'll ever know of "me.

Eut should not everything in nature
fill all of us with a sense of awe
and wonder? Every leaf with its com-
plicated cellular structure carrying
on the only partially understood pro-
cess of photosynthesis which provides
the basic food for all living things.
Every tiny insect with the inherited
instincts that fit it marvellously
for its way of life. Every bird with
its abundant vitality, its mastery of
flight; the migrants return over
hundreds of uncharted mile3 of sea
and land to the very spot it left
half a year before.

"By the courage of wild birds' wings
on the long migration,

Teach me how to confide, and live
my life and rest."

Every form of life and the great diver-
sity of life forms, life itself, pre-
sent unanswered problems. Ho one
wonders about what he knows or thinks
he knows, nor about things in which
he takes no interest. Interest in
nature, then, and a realization of how
littlo we really understand, should
fill all of us with a sense of wonder.
We should humbly admit that even as
we learn more and more of nature and
Ecience the basic facts ara still
beyond our understanding.

- G-.T.H.

Many a time I experience the sensuous
beauty of the infinitely varied forms
and colors of nature with a quality and
measure of satisfaction that I have no
words to describe fully. 'Ihio satisfac-
tion is enlarged and intensified ~oj my
feeling of wonder at it all, not only
at its beauty, but at its magnitude, its
grandeur, its sublimity.

William Emerson Hitter - The
California Woodpecker and I

WITH OUR REFRSSEIITATIVE OF
TIE IIAIICHAL SOCIETY

The new year is teeming with activity.
First cur Southern California Workshop,
with the -San Bernardino Talley Aud^ccn
Society as host club ana representatives
from a dozen societies, convened s.t ths
Mission Inn in Riverside on Jan. 15. A
stimulating program of idsas and plans
used by various groups held attention
throughout the day. Everyone participated.
in some way in this workshop and each took
home some ideas to present to his cvn
group.

On January 20 our first caap reunion
was celebrated with a chicken dinner and a
program of varied interest &t Hancho Gclf
Course, a City Hecreation Center in Lcs
Angeles. Over 100 guests Sruvx San Ilegc
to Santa Barbara attended, Old friend-
ships wore renewed, caiap slides were shown
and the new film of ths cans, which will
be circulated in this area. It is hoped
that this will become an annual event.

Audubun Centennial year presents cany
possibilities of bringing the name of this
never-to-be-forgotten painter and natural-
ist to public attention. It will be a
challenge to all fields of endeavor to
develop unique methods cf doing this. Hot
(inly ths fruits of his labor, his paint-
in3a and writings, impress us with their
unusual qualities, but the atrituxes which
iaade him stand out among his fallows with
enduring charm and which made him a world
renowned figure. From tho simple story
of his life to an elaborate exhibition of
his works, no presentation of Au&ubon can
fail to attract attention and interest.

Conservation interests have wen another
round in their ceaseless struggle in tns
granting cf protection to the nesting area
of our California Condor. Many individuals
and groups interested themselves in this
arduous campaign. Great credit is due the
President of our National Society, 1-ir.
John Baker, for his untiring vigilance,
without which it is doubtful that we could
have achieved this success. Wa shall look
forward with hope that the California
Condor will lonj survive.

The threat to the area in Mission Bay in
San Diego, where ducks and geese, parti-
cularly" the 2la^k Brant, come lias been
averted thru the strong opposition of con-
servation groups. A number of citizens had
made a strenuous effort to have this area
filled in to make a golf course.

- Srna Coiuby
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MIGRATION RECORDS OF THE WANDERING
TATTLER

In a few weeks the Bpring migration of
cany b i rds w i l l be in f u l l swing and i t
i s probable that few of us stop to con-
s ider the short period some of our shore
bi rds spend in going to t h e i r nes t ing
grounds in the far nor th , r a i s i n g t h e i r
brood, arid returning again as far south
as South&rh California on t h e i r f a l l
migrat ion.
Taking the date of the l a rges t count as
peak of the spring and f a l l migration of
the Wandering T a t t l e r , a five year record
(19l»6-195O) shows an average of 91 days
for t h i s round t r i p from southern C a l i -
fornia to.Alaska, for nes t ing and r a i s -
ing young. The year 19^6 shows the long-
es t pe r iod , - 100 days; 191*8 the s h o r t e s t ,
78 days; from my recorda as taken a t
Malaga Cove in the Palos Verdes. A r e -
cord of only five years i s not very long,
but i t does begin to give an idea of the
nest ing period.
These same T a t t l e r s , some of them a t
l e a s t , may have nested in Mount McKinley
Park, and though the Ta t t l e r i s stream-
l ined and has a powerful driving f l i g h t ,
i t has to be a very busy bird to accom-
p l i sh a l l that in three months.

-R. H. Shuart

FROM OUR EXCHANGES
In t h e WHITTIER OBSERVER Mr. J . H. Comby
repor ts as high l igh ts of the Christmas
Count in the Big Bear area 8000 Coots,
100 Pinyon Jays, 2> Clark 's Nutcrackers,
6 Golden Eagles, k Bald Eagles and 2000
Robins feeding in the juniper t r e e s . Also
11 Evening Grossbeaks, 36 Cassin's
Finches .and 3 Williamson's Sapsuckera.

The Gull, published by the Golden Gate
Society reports that on a f i e ld t r i p in
November to Los Banyos over 1000 Sandhill
Cranes were seen.
In the Christmas count of 110 species
ana 17,112 individual birds the la rges t
numbers vere 3022 California Gulls-, 1351
Brewer's Blackbirds, 1002 White-crowned
Sparrows, 996 Western Gulls and 993
Double-crested Cormorants.
The Gull also refers to t he i r Society
keeping a Life L is t , recording a l l birds .
seen on the i r f ield t r i p s ; the l i s t to
date t o t a l l i n g 263 b i rds .

OBSERVATIONS

WATER BIRDS: A Red-throated Loon in th©
pool a t the Venice marshes, with a large
patch of black o i l on one side of i t s
b reas t . The bi rd was repeatedly turning
on i t s Bide and t ry ing to clean the fea-
thers with i t s b i l l . (H)
The Berrys repor t 2 White-fronted Geese
with a flock of 20 C^nvaebacks, a dozen
Ringnecks and 1 Green-winged Teal a t .
Devi l ' s Gate Dam on Feb. 11 . Mrs. Dunn
repor ts a Bufflehead seen oil a t r i p with
the Southwest Bird Study Club near Bolsa
Chica on February 12.

TURKEY VULTURES: about 300 coming in to
roost in t a l l Eucalyptus t r ees far from
bui ld ings , near P i ru , Feb. 3. (Daugherty)

VERMILLION FLYCATCHER: a b r i l l i a n t male
watched for 20 minutes as i t darted after
insec ts a t the Point Magu gun club
grounds Fe'b. 7 • The pa r ty approached to
within less than 100 f e e t . (Hoffman)

ROBINS AND BLUEBIRDS: Many feeding on
lawns and on be r r i e s along the Burbank
Foo th i l l s , a lso many Thurber 's Juncos
(D). An unusual number of Robins in
Santa Monica (H).

Miss Ruby Curry repor t s Lawrence's Gold-
finches and a Gray-headed Junco the lat-
t e r part of Jan. & ea r ly Feb . , Eagle Rock.

WATCH NOW FOR:--Returning Hummingbirds
of a l l species , Swallows, Wabbling Vireos,
Arizona Hooded and Bul lock 's Orioles.

The Elepaio, of the Hawaiian Audubon
Society repor ts on t he i r Christmas Count
28 species and 1*750 individual b i rds . It
i s i n t e res t ing to note t h a t 10 species
and 1826 of the individuals were intro-
duced birds that have become naturalized.
Among these were English Sparrows, Chi-
nese Dove, Chinese Tnrush, Brazil ian and
Kentucky Cardinals , our House Finch,
Philippine Ricebird, and the Mynah Bird
from India . I t may be pe r t inen t to quote
from the Bird Study Merit Badge require-
ments of the Boy Scouts - - " I t i s impos- ,
s ib le to meet the requirements as . . . t l i s
number of birds i s not to be found in
the i s l ands , " and "Produce a l i s t of in-
troduced b i r d s . "
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH, 1951

Thursday, March 1. FIELD TRIP . . . Chatsworth Reservoir Grounds.
Water and land "birds: Geese, Ducks, Whit©-tailed Kite , Band-tailed Pigeon,
Lewis's Woodpecker, Western and Mountain Bluebirds, and others.
Our Tanner Motor Bus w i l l leave Los Angeles, Grand Avenue;, between gth and
6th S t s , , in front of B.iltmore Hotel, 9 a.m. Will stop for passengers, corner
Hollywood & Cahuenga Blvds. 9TX$; Laura! Canyon & Ventura Blvd. 9:25. Sound
t r i p fare $1.6~0. Please have exact change. Make reservations early with Miss
Edith Crane, h92^ Clrarron S t . , AXminstor 2-6^58. Bring lunch. If driving,
go out Ventura Blvd. to Topanga Canyon Blvd., r i gh t to Hcscoe Blvd,, l e f t to
Fallbrook S t . , r i gh t to the Hessrvoir ga t s , which wi l l bo open a t 9 »!»!>. Loaves
via saas gate about 3 P»tn- Lunoh a t 11:1*5 a t picnic grounds.

Thursday, March 8, EVENING PROGRAM MEETING . . . COME WITH US.
An i l l u s t r a t e d ta lk by Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sullivan a t "f p*m., room 10, Union
Avenue School, 150 South Burlington Avenue.
Take Beverly Boulevard bus to Burlington, walk south one-half block.

Thursday, March 15. AFTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING.
Mr. W. Scott Lewis w i l l give an i l l u s t r a t e d l ec tu re , — "The Natural History
of the Mount Whitnay Hegion." As Mr. Lewis i s a fine all-round na tu ra l i s t
with a special knowledge of geology and on excellent photographer th is wi l l be
a program of r ea l enjoyment and p ro f i t .
1:30 p.m. a t the Los Angeles County Museum in Exposition Park,

Thursday, March 22. MORNING STUDY CLASS.
F i r s t hour; Orders to which belong Quails, Coots and Fa:.ils. Pages 58 to 6l
in How to Know Birds,
Second hour; Ament-bearing t rees of our c i t i e s , - Willows, Birches, Alders,Gaks.
10 a.m. a t Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Boulevard. Take F.S. t r o l l y , Santa
Monica-West Hollywood l ine to 'Fuller Ave., walk west one block. If you can,
bring your lunch and eat under the t rees or in Audubon House.

Saturday and Sunday, March 31 apd April 1. OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP.
This i s a change from the announced daty, to avoid conflict with Easter. Our
second overnight t r i p to Cottonwood Springs; a jo in t masting with the Sierra
Club. Through the courtesy of Mrs. DoMajr we are invited to attend the Sierra
Club campfire Saturday night and go with tnein on an optional hike in the morn-
ing. Tike U.S. 60 ju s t south of indio and drive 23.7 miles east to road to
Cottonwood Springs. Turn l e f t 8.5 miles on gravol road and follow signs to
spr ings . Bring food, sleeping bags and f i r e wood if you are camping. Or plan
to s tay in Indio Saturday night and get an early s t a r t in tha morning.

THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
66k N. Durfee Ave., El Monte Rslephona FOrest 0-1872

Mrs. 0 . M. S t u l t z , Director - Mrs. M. Gertrude Woods, Assistant Director
Maintained by the National Audubon Society, with the cooperation of i t s southern
California a f f i l i a t e d soc ie t ies and branches. Regularly scheduled f ie ld t r ip s
the second Sunday of each month, s t a r t ing from the entrance a t 9 a.m.




