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ONE WORLD OF NATURE

Nature study is more than learning the names of birds, flowers and tress, thoush
some never seem to get beyond this elementary stagze and are content with a supsrii-
cial knowledge of the world about them. Others like to study the lives of naturs's
children to learn something of their instincts, habits and their reletion to thoir
environment. But even this barely penetrates the surface of the vast realm ¢f na-
ture, on beyond is that little underatood region wihere &ll the natural sciences arc
interwoven sc that one cannot be ceparated from the otherz. Here the student draws
close to the very heart of nature and finds that what seem to be unrelated thinaes
are actually connected and part of a great plan that ineludes all life and physical
matter.

We often find that what seem to be entirely dlztinct phenomene are actually
closely related, For instance there would seem %o be no comnection between the phos-
phorescence which we admirz in g breaking wave and the famous Biblical plagues of
Egypt, or the sudden extinction of a tribe of Indians on our West Ceast, And yei
ve Tind them closely related; for the phosphorvescence is dusz to & opne-cslled plant,

a specles of Gonyaulax, cne of the dincflagsllates, which at ceritain times synihs-
sizes a poison 10 times as potent as strychnins., Shellfish concentrate ithis poisen
and the Indian band was killed by eating such molluske. At other times Gonyaulex
causes the "red tides" when the fish all die, and such tides =zre bslieved o heve
caused the plaguss when the water turned to blood and there was an unbearable stench
and swarms of flies.

Almost everyone kmows the eelgrass that grows along both shores of the United
States. Of coursc it is not a grass as it belongs to the Pondweed Famlily, but it
ig grass like and very abundant in places. In 1931 a rertain slime mould becams
virulent on the eastern seaboard and the eelgrass began to die. Only then 4id ihe
cunservationists begin to realize its true importance. Suddsnly rivers polluted witn
sewage, their waters no longer filtered by the eslgrass, swept their poisoms into
the sea, killing plant and animal life. The Brant died till their nurbersz wers ra-
duced by 80 per cent. The wave of destructicn spread ever wider as the eelgracsc 1s
a link in a food chain that extends far. The catch of cod end sther fish decroascd
and finally the lives and livelihood of millicms of uvéopls wers affected by Tho epl-
demic. Fortunately the plants seem to be coming back &t the present tim
places their leaves are again filtering the sewage from ths water and i 7
only give them a chance, the Brant may increase in numbers, and ultimetely the {ish-
ing industry will henefit from the restoration of an important food chain

These are but two out of a great number of possible lllustrations of the complax-
ity of nature. The presence or ebsence of certain clemonts in the rocks, or events
in the lives of creatures so small we cannot seo them with the wnalded eye ey a7-
fect the lives of millions of people, to say mothing of bird and other animel popu-
letions. Truly nature is far mors wonderful than mest of us dresm, and 1ts ztudy is
not only worth while but fascinating.
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WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

Mrs, Allen M. Hardt,
212 E, Avenue 42,
Miss Bthel Lewis,

L.A. k2

143 S\ Rowvland Ave., Temple City

Miss Elizabeth C. Patterson,
6040 W, 76th St., L. A. 45
Miss Catherine D. Shaw,
7142 Marshfield Way, Hollywood 46

The Los Angeles Audubon Socilety will
have an exhibit of a Bird Sanctuary in
the "Gardens Clubs on Parade" section of
the 1951 California International flow-
er Show at Hollywood Park, 1050 Prairie
Avegnue, Inglewood from March 3 through
the 1lth.

A nev bock, AUDUBON BIRD GUIDE, edited

by Richard Pough and beautifully illus-
trated with over 400 colored plates by

our forwer member, Don Eckelberry, has

been added to owr library. This was a

Christmas gift from Mr. and Mrs. Hiram

Becbee. :

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

We feel that the program of our So.
clety is one that brings information apg
inspiration to all our members who aveil
themselves of what is prepared for thep
in our meetings and trips. DBut it is g
constant source of regret that many who
might do so fail to attend the mestings,
But our interests go far beyond our owp
meetings, Some of our members will at.
tend the 1651 Convention of the Audubon
Branches and Afflliates of the Pacific
Coasnt States at Asilomar from March 17
through the 20th, Among the sublects
for discussion will be some conserva.
tion subjects that are controversial,
glving opportunity to-becoms acguainted
with the pros and cons of timely sub-
Jects., Fileld trips wlll be liberally
gprinkled throughout the program. As
goon as they are printed programs will
be available at our meeltings., Won't
you plan to attend the convention this
yoar?

To commemorate the centennial of the
death of John James Audubon in January
of 1851 the National Society has issued
a series of 24 full color reproductions
of Audubon's paintings in the form of
stamps about 24 x 3%+ inches. Theso will
be attractive mementos of the Centenniel
or may be used on letters and envelopes
to help attract attention to Audubon's
great work, We have ordered sets of
these to be sold, two sets for $1.00 at
our meetingas, or theoy may be ordered
from our Chairman of Sales, Mrs. Cella
Christianson, 1065% N, Oxford St., Los

Angoeles 27.

We greatly regret that illness hes
made it necessary for Mrs, W. Scott
Lewils to resign her position of Trcas-
urer. Miss Treva Russell has been ap-
pointed to f£i1ll the pogition of treas-
urer for the remainder of the club year.
Our sympathy and best wishes for com-
plete recovery to Mrs., Lewls.

Alice Lewis

There 15 & pleasbure in Lhe patniess woods,
There is a rapture on the lonely shore,
There is soclety, where nome intrudes,

By the deep sea, and music in its roar:

I love not man the less, but Nature more,
For these our interviews, in which I stesl
From 8ll I may be, or have bsen before,
To mingle with the wniverse, and feel
What I can ne'sr express, yot cannot all
conceal,

This is a good time to remind our mem-
bers that we have a very fine selection
beoks, not only on birds but on many
phases of nature, that members may draw
cut either at the tims of the study

classes, or by phoning or writing to our
TAhvawnina  Mra  Mowve D

Loxd Byron
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A BENSE OF WONDER
The late Anna Botsford Comstock,
the "Mother of Heture Study," said
that every chlld should Dbe taught
some astronomy as it was alwost the
cnly subject which, in thess days,
would develop a sense of wendsr., But
even with astronomy the modern child
way say ...Twinkle, twinkle little ater
I didn't wonder what you are,
I kmow more of you, you see
Than you'll ever know of me.
Eut should not sverything in nature
f1l1l all of us with g sencze of awe
end wonder? Every leafl with its com-
plicated cellular structurs carrying
on the cnly partially understood pro-
cess f photusynthesis which provides
the baslc focd for all living things.
Every tlny insect with the Inheritsd
ingtincts that it it marvellously
for its way of life. EHvery bird with
its abundant vitality, its mastery of
flight; the migrants return over
hundreds of uwncharted miles of sea
and land to the very svot it left
half a year Wefure.
"By the courage of wild birds!
on the long migration,

wings

Teach me how to coniide, and live
my life and rest."

Every form of life and the great diver-
sity of life forms, life iteell, pre-
sent wanswered problewmsz. Ho one
wonders about vwhat he knows or thinks
he knuws, nor about things in which
his ta:as no interest., Interest in
nature, then, and & realization of how
littls we really understand, should
7111 2ll of us with a gencze of wondsr.
We should humbly adnit thet even as
ve learn more and more of nature and
gcience the baslc facts arse still
beyond our wnderstanding.

o,7.H

~ G.T.H.

Many a time I experience the sensuous
beauty of the infinitely varisd forms
and colors of nature with a guality and
measure of satisfaction that T have no
words to describe fully. This satisfac-
ticn is enlarped and intensified by my
Teeling of wonder at it all, not only
at its beauty, but at its mapgnitude, its
grandeur, its sublimity,

William Emerscn Ritter - The
California Woodpecker and I

TODTTS
fageyrs
DEESISEL

WITH GUR

TIT OMIAMTT
i .J .A..LO.L-‘:-L: .J’L..‘ &

The new yeer io tes
First cur E:utJarn Celifc s
with the Zan EBerpardino Vazlley .o
Scclety 2z host ¢lub =nd reyrszents
Trom a dozen sonietiss, convened =i
Miszlon Inn in Riversids con Jezn. 15
stimilating program of ideas and pl
used by vari ues neld ztiention
throvghout the dey. Zveryons pariicipated
in some wey in this workszhop and szch tozk
hems soms ideas 4o present %o his wwn
group,

On January 20 our Tirst camp rounion
wes celebrated with & chickes dinper and &
progran of varied interesst st Rencho Golf
Crurse, a Cliy Recrsatlon Center In Los
ingelss., Uver 100 guests frum San Diege
to Sante Rarbars sttendsd, (034 Irisnd-
shins wore venewed, camp slides were shown
and tne new Tilm of the canp, 'hich will
we clrculatsd In this arsa. It is hopsd

that this will becoms an annual svent,
Audubun Centennlel ysar presents o

peselbilitiss of bringing the nsms of thi

una netural -

never-to.te -forgetten peintor
13t To public sttention., It will Te a2
chellengs to gll fields of endesvor to
acvelon unigue methods of doing tals, Hot
only the ;rui*u of nhis laver, nis pzint-
ings and writings, impress us with thelr
unasual gualities, bu the etributes which
14 e out & 7 his fellows with
d M‘i ks world
ry
L 1t M n of
hiz works, no yrese tatlcn &t CAn
fall to attract attenticon and Intarest,

Concervetion interesats have won ancther
round in thoir ceaseless strugzle in ths
granting of protectlcn to the nesiing area
of our Califuvrnia Condor. Meny individuals
and groups intsrested themselves In this
srducus campaign. Creat credit is dus the
President of cur National Zcclety, Mr.
John Bazker, for his untiring vigilance,
without which it lo doubtiul thet we could
have achist ed this su ess. wa shell lock
forvard with hope thet the Californiz
Condor will long survive.

The thrent to the ares in Missicn Pey in
fan Diego, whers ducks end geese, pariti
cularly the Hlack Prant, coms has been
cvarted thru the strong oppositicn of con-

sorvation groups. A number of eitizens had
made a strenucus effort te have this area

to make o goll courss.
- Zrna Couby

f1lled in
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MIGRATION RECORDS OF THE WANDERING
TATTLER
In a few weeks the spring migraticn of
rany birds will be in full swing and it
is probable that few of us stop to con-
gider the short periocd soms of our shore
birds spend in going to their nesting
grounds in the far north, raising thelr
brood, and returning again as far south
as southsrh Cazlifornia on their fall
nigration.
Teking the dats of the largest count as
peek of the spring and fall migration of
the Wendering Tattler, a five year record
(1946-1950) shows an average of 9l days
for this round trip from southern Cali-
fornia to.Alaeska, for nesting and rais- |
ing young. The year 1946 shows the long-
est period,- 100 days; 1948 the shortest,
78 days; from my records as taken at
Malega Cove in the Palos Verdes. A re-
cord of only five years is not very long,
tut it does begin to give an 1dea of the
neeting pericd.
Tnese sams Tattlers, soms of them at
least, may have nested in Mount McKinley
Park, and though the Tattler is stream.
lined and has a powerful driving flight,
it has to be a very busy bird tc accom-
plish all that in three months.
-R. N. Shuert

FROM OUR EXCHANGES
In the WHITTIER OBSERVER Mr. J. H. Comby
reports as high lights of the Christmas
Count in the Big Bear area 8000 Coots,
100 Pinyon Jays, 25 Clark's Nutcrackers,
O Golden Eagles, 4 Eald Eagles and 2000
Eotins feeding in the Juhiper trees. Also
11 Evening Crossbeaks, 30 Cussin's
Finches and 3 Willlamson's Sapsuckers.

The Gull, published by the Golden Gate
Soclety reports that on a field trip in
Hovember to Los Banyos over 1000 Sandhill
Cranss were sseen.

In the Christmas count of 110 speciles
end 17,112 individuel birds the largest
numoers were 3022 California Gulls, 1351
Erever's Blackbirds, 1002 White-crowned
Srarrows, 996 Western Gulls and 993
Diouble -crestsd Cormorants.

The CGull also refers to their Soclety
keeping & Life List, recording all birds
sgen on their fisld trips; the list to
date totalling 263 birds.

OBSERVATIONS

WATER BIRDS: A Red-throated Loon in the
pool at the Venice marshes, with a large
patch of black oil on one side of its
breast. The bird was repeatedly turning
on its side and trying to clean the fes.
thers with ite bill. (H)

The Berrys report 2 White-fronted Gsese

. with a flock of 20 Caunvasbacks, a dozen

Ringnecks and 1 Green-winged Teal at.
Devil's CGate Dam on Feb. 1l. Mrs. Duan
reports a Bufflehead seen od a trip with
the Southwest Bird Study Club near Bolss
Chica on February 12.

TURKEY VULTURES: about 300 coming in to
roost in tall Bucalyptus trees far from
buildings, near Piru, Fedb. 3. (Daugherty)

VERMILLION FLYCATCHER: a brilliant male
watched for 20 minutes as it darted after
insects &t the Point Magu gun club
grounds Feb. 7. The party approached to
within less than 100 feet. (Hoffman)
FOBINS AND BLUEBIRDS: Many feeding on
lawns and on berries along the Burbank
Feoothills, also many Thurber's Juncos
(D). An unusual number of Robins in
Santa Monica (H).

Miss Ruby Curry reports Lawrence's Gold-
finches and & Gray-headed Junco the lat-
ter part of Jan. & early Feb., Eagle Rock.

WATCH NOW FOR: --Returning Hummingbirds
of all species, Swallows, Warbling Virecs,
Arizona Hooded and Bullock's Orioles,

The Elepaio, of the Hawailan Audubon
Society reports on their Christmas Count
28 species and 4750 individual birds. It
is intercsting to note that 10 specises
and 1826 of the individuals were intro-
duced birds that have become naturalized.
Among these were English Sparrows, Chi-
nese Dove, Chinese Thrush, Brazilian and
Kentucky Cardinals, our House Finch,
Philippine Ricebird, and the Mynah Bird
from India. It may be pertinent to quote
from the Bird Study Merit Badge requiré-
ments of the Boy Scouts --"It is 1mpos-
sible to meet the requirements as...tl®
number of birds is not to be found in
the islands," and "Produce a list of in-
troduced birds,"
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Officers - 1954-1951
President...........Mre. Neil H. Lewis, 212 N. Wilten Place, Ios Angsles &
Secretory...........Mro. Bess M. Hoffman, 1112} S. Orenge Drive, Lou angeles 35
Treagurer. .« .vv....Miss Treva M. Russell, 5641 Fountain Avenus, Loe ingolss 28
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH, 1951

Thursday, March 1,  FIELD TRIP .,. Chatsvorth Reservoir Grounds.
Water and land blrds: Geese, Ducks, White-tailed Kite, Eand-tailed Pigeon,
Lewis's Woudpecker, Western and Mountain Bluebirds, and athers, )
Qur Tanner Motor Bus will leave Los Angesles, Grand Avenus, between 5th nnd
6th Sts., in front of Biltmore Hotel, § a.m, WILL SG0p FUr PAEBGOESTS, CorTer
Hollywood & Cahuenga Blvds., $:15; Laurel Canyon & Ventura Blvd., $:25. Eound
trip fare $1.60. Please have exact change. Mske reservations early with Miss
Edith Crene, h925% Clmarron St., AYminster 2-8458. Bring lunch., If drivindg,
go out Venture Blvd. te Topangs Canyon Blvd., right to Hoscoe Elva,, lsft o
Fallbrook £%., right to the Reservoir gats, which will be open at 9:145. Loave
via same gatc about 3 p.m. Iunch at 11:45 at pieniec grounds.

Thursday, March 8, EVENING PROGRAM MEETING ... COME WITH U3.
An illustrated talk by Mr. and Mrs. Paul 593liven at 7 p.m., room 10, Union
Avenua Scheol, 150 South Burlington Avenue.
Take Beverly Boulevard bus to Burlingten, walk south one. haelf block.

Thursday, March 15. APTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING.
Mr. W. Scott Lewils will give an illustrated lecture, -- "The Netural History
of the Mount Whitney Region." 4s Mr., Levis is & fine all-rcund peturallst
with a special knowledge of geology and an excollent photographer this will be
a program of real enjJoyment and profit.
1:30 p.m. at the Los Angeles County Muszum in Expogition Park,

Thursday, March 22. MORNING STUDY CLAGH. X
First hour; Orders to which belong Quails, Cuots and Fuils., Pages 58 to 61
in How to Know Birds.
Seccnd howr; Ament-bearing trees of owr citiss,. Willows, Birches, Alders,Caks.
10 a.m. at Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Boulsvard., Tzke P.E. trolly, Santa
Monica-Weat Hollywood line to Fuller Ave., walk west ome block, I you oan,
bring youwr lunch and eat under the trees or in Audubon House.

Baturday and Sunday, March 31 apd April 1, OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP.
This is a change from the annocunced dats, to avold conflict with Daster. Our
gecond overnight trip to Cottonwood Springs; 2 Joint mesting with the Slerrz
Club. Through the courtesy cf Mrs. DeMay we are invitsd to attend the Slerra
Club campfire Saturday night and go with tnem on an opticnal hike inp the worm -
ing. Take U.S. 60 Just scuth of Indic and drive 23.7 miles east %o road to
Cottonwood Springs. Turn left 8.5 miles on gravel road and follow signg to
springs. Bring food, sleeping bags and Tire wood if you are camping. (r plun
to stay in Indic Saturday night and get an early start in the morning.,

THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
604 N, Durfes Ave., Bl Monte Rslephone FOrest 0-1872
Mrs. O, M. Stultz, Director - Mrs, M. Gortruds Woods, Assistant Diregtor
Malntained by the Naticnal Audubon Soclety, with the cooperation of its sou?harn
California affiliated societies and branches. Regularly scheduled Tield trips
the sscond Sunday of each month, starting from the entrance at 9 a.m,





