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- On & recent visit to the Marine Museum et Cabrillo-Beach I was impressed, -
a8 I have been before, by the beauty of form, color and texture of many of the
shells, characters that have made them favorite objects for collections.,: The
mollusks that formed and lived in the shells had no eyes and could not see the
beauty of their homes nor appreqia‘be what they had wrought,! In earlier days the
explanation would have been simple and satisfactory « thé world'was made for
man, all things were for his use or enjoyment and §o were made beattiful o’ = -
please him., It did not matter that so much of beauty was in places where the = '
chances of man ever seeing it was extremely remote « beautiful shells. in'Geean:
depths, brillisnt orchids high on the branches of jungle trees, showy moths
fluttering about only efter dark, birds of paradise in'inaccedsidle forests of
fairylends. Now, in more sophisticated days vhen sciendé&'is enthroned, we mist -

. try for some scientific explanation of everything in natures Besuty is but an
‘accidental accompaniment of adaptations for survival, the result of patural ses:
lection, The bright colors of birds is to-attract metes oriwern off.competitors
for territory while the duller colors of the .femsles 1s-t0 render them ineoms: .-
splcuous on the nests, Of course, ‘this implies some recognipion of beauby by. =
the birds and there ig ample evidehce thab-birds notice by :
attracted by them, though aprarently a bird is:affected:iol . gnu
of others of 1ts own species, The dull browis sud-grays .of .a.male:gpar
be as beautiful in the eyes of its mate asrthe brillient redj yellow and-
of & male tanager to ite partner., The sparrow apparently do 3
bright colors of the oriole or tanager, The-lovely colorg of bird eggs. ha,.stA :
only recently caused boys to hunt nests to.geti.eggs : ORELBLE
supposed to render the eggs less noticeable dn' the mei though 1t is-some ing..
of a strain on the imagination to believe thet!the blue of amrobinﬁsvﬁggwof ?h
mottled and streaked egg of the oriole would fool 'a marauding: jay Or erov on

had located the nest. B o

by George T, Hastings

to be understood as an advertisement of the

to mttract them for the sake of pollinating the
colors of bhutterflies and moths
help in concealment as the wings

The beauty of flowers is
nectar developed for insects,
blosgoms and so securing seeds. And the bright

nay be warning sgignals to enemies, or may even
open and close, ' :

Continuved on Pa,ge 132 ‘
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THE 105 ANGEI.ES AUDUBON SOCIETY
Organized 1910........Incorporated 1951
"To promote the study and protection of
birds and other wildlife, plants, soil
and water." :

VMEMBERSHIP
Joint with Netional Audubon Soclety in-
cludes subscription to Audubon Magazine,
Regular - $6.50, Husband & Wife - $10.,
Sustaining - $12 50, Sustaining-Husband
& Wife - $20., Active - 425. 00, Support-
ing $50. ,Contr1buting-$100. , Life $300.
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Coming back to shells, we can undep.
stand the glossy. luster of the in‘oeriol
of shells as a protection for the soft
bodies of the inhabitants. But why bright
color or luster on the outside? In the
museun I overheard a visi‘cor cxplaininb :
that some of the shells had been polished
for exhidition, though these shells were
Just as lugtrous when picked up on the
beach as in the miseum cases, Of course,
pollshln(f of meny shells brings out
beauties not seen belore, as the b‘t‘l.l..
liant colors of an abalone. The museun
at Cabrillo Beach was started and lavgely
developed by Dr, William Lloyd who be.
care the first director and wag respon-
sible for most of the exhibits, Dri Lloy
is remembered by many of us as an active
member of our Soclety, Our little museun
in Auduvbon House hos a collection of
bird egzs carefully mounted in glass
topped boxes aud of shells, all properly
lgbeled; given by Dr. Lloyd,  He-also
wrote frequently for the Tanager, his ™
articles showing an interest. in many .
fields of nature. ‘

But to come back to the question,
Why Beauty? We may be able to find reas
sons for the beauty of plants and anis’
mals, Why the beauty of the line of
breakers where the blue of ocean meets
the gray of sand, of & mass of ‘fleecy
clouds apainst bhe blue sky, the' gpread~
ing tree in the open, or the slender tall

Ctrunks in the forest, masses of green

foliage in summer, autumn ‘colors, the
tracery of twigs against a winter sky?
Is this beauty only subjective, ohly in
the mind of the observer? This much is.

-ccertain, an appreciation of beauty can

be fostered, we can-learn to see beauty
that at first we overlooked and our et

- Joyment of the world we live in will be

increased as we develop our powers of obe
servetion and look for detalls of beauty
in all things.

John Ruskin vrote "Remenmber that the

" most’ beattiful, things in the world are

the most useless, peacocks and lilies,
for example," Personally I prefer
Emerson's lineg:
. "Rhodoral if the sages. ask thee why
. This charm is vasted on the earth and
BRYy .

Tell ‘t;hem, dear, ’Ghat if eyes were
mede for seeing,

Then beauty is its own excuse for beind
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TH .05 ANGELES AUDUBON SOCTETY
THEN AND NCW
fBecond Installrent

The ‘monthly publication, THE WESTERN
TANAGER, came into being September 13,
1934, In October, 1937, headquarters
for the Soclety were established in
plummer Park in the old howme of Capt.
Fugene R. Plumier. Known as the oldest
frare house in Hollywood, it is now
mpigtorical Landmark No. 160" of the
california State Park Commission,

The Los Angeles Audubon Society
vas really "in business" now! "

Morning study groups were organ-
ized and more field trips werd held,
including trips for young people,
such as Boy Scouts. More areas were .
dedicated ag sancltuaries, such as
San Gabriel, 320 acres, and resw-
ervoirs, such as Chatsworth, 600 acres.
Permisslon was received to dedicate
meny of the larger city parks .as bird
sanctuaries, Bird fountains, many
gifts of Micky Bishop, were placed
in some of the city parks. Exteusion
commlttess provided hostesses to talk
at the L. ‘A, County Museum on Bird
Life and Conservation of Wildlife, and
to lead bird walks out of doors-there.

Membership began  climbing steadily
as more people became interested in
the great and pressing need for con-

servation of all ‘our nstural treasures,.

The Los Angeles Audubon'Society
Inc., now has dn enrollment of T00.
members. . T . .

All lepgilelation concerning conser-
vation matters is carefully studled and
actiod by the Society is taken where
indicated, o I

Outstanding speakers eddress
verious meetings. A fine progrem of
lectures and £ilms, the Audubon Bereen
Tours, has brought -top-noteh speakers
and nature photographers to the Society
for fourteen years, An excellent

B

lending Library.is available to mem-
bers or the Society in Audubon House
%n Plumner Park, Many interesting ’
itens way be.purchased there also,
The Musewn 18 open to visitors at
specified hours scveral days a week,
witb hostesses ‘in. attendance. Youth
Youps, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Brown-
ies, ete,, come to the House for Lelp
10 earning merit badges. -

+~ Well informed mewber speekers arc
available to talk to school groups

and ‘others, by calling the Audubou
House, A Leadership Training Program
for adults is available and the Sdciety
participates in nature workshops gilven
by the Department of Recrention and

Parks, . :

The Society has & busy calendar of
events., The monthly Board Meeting,
{which is open to members who wish to
visit 4t), three field trips each
month, some of them over-night trips,
one morning progrem and one-evening
program, both of which may have
speakers who are experts in certain
Tields, -and menmber participation.
Films, slides, and related materials,
such as.birdskins, plant specimens,
ete., ere used for illustrations.
Five Audubon Screen Tours are offered
each year. : ‘

Two very popular "special events" -
are: the Annual Tea, held in October,
and the Apnual Dinner, held in:May,

A5 1in the beginning years of the Tos

Angeles Audubon Society, there is a
dedicated: 1ittle group of men apd .
. women who give freely of. their time '
‘and efforts to. !promote the study and

protection of birds and other wild- ° -
life, plants, soil, and water"; that

' those who come after them will be

the richer in having these treasures: -
of nature which.once lost, might. be
gone-forever,. o B

Gudrun E. Pepke )
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ATIEN HUMMINGBIRDS
by ‘
Dorothy Lilly
(Continved from last month)

The mothert's habit of workiag was
too strong to stop there and soon she
was building another nest, She lald
eggs end sat two days over the full time
but they would not hatch. She lost in-
terest and sbandoned the project., It
was time 1o migrate anyhow. She would
forget this rather unhappy season when
out of four and a half nests she had
only reared three young. Where were
those three?

I watched for her the next year., A
 female did come but only stayed a day.
I believe she nested that year in a
neighbor's yard. ‘

The following winter I moved to Log
Angeles where a nesting Allen would be
a rarity, If I spied one I would drop
everything but my binoculars.

I found that these young spend 23 to
25 days as nestlings before it occurs
to them that they might as well be flye
. ing., On the edge or by the side of the

nest one practices a while and soon finds

it has the knack. Away it goes. The
‘other one may enjoy the comfort of the
nest all to itself for a dey or more
before following.

Did I ever hold a baby hummer in my
hend? No, I never did. One time, when

the second pair in the Toyon were three .

‘weeks old and looked very appealing

side by side in the nest with their heads

up and eyes bright and alert, my husband
and I thought we should try taking their
picture. The background was too dark
8o we fastened vhite cardboard to a long
stick. I slowly eased that in behind
the nest but not slowly enough. Both
little birds took off at once, falling
on thé ground in different directions.
My husband rescued one and put it back

in the nest., The other I could not find.

I sat down feeling remorseful with the
hope that it might have been able to fly
up into a tree, Very soon I saw tihe

mother come and feed 1t on a limy
ten Teet above my head.

A11 afternoon she stayed within
sight of 1t, somehow finding enough
food there to satisfy requirements,
She watched the fledgling as it put
out every effort to learn to fly
well the quick way. It had to have
courage to start out and whea it ar-
rived had to reach for a foothold,
When bedtime came it was on an in-
sulated house wire eighteeun inches
from the wall, The mother urged it
to go to a tree but it stayed right
where it was out in the open. Leaving
it there she herself flew into a tree
to roost. T looked late that night
and again at dewn aud that tiny bird
was still perched on the wire in the
same place,

Did T ever try suspending a humming.
bird feeder near these birds? Yes,
the first year. On April 18, 1955
there was rain and a hailstorm., The
hummers did not seem bothered in the
least hut in case nectar and insects
might be hard to obtain I hung & honey
and water syriap-filled glase feeder
on & Guavae branch. The young hummers
found it right away and sipped from
it many times a day. The mother
did not appear to approve and would
not touch i% herself but could not
stop them once they had tasted its
wonderful sweetness end felt no 11l
effects. It 1s doubtful if it did
any good except provide entertainment
Tor window bird watchers. Sequola
Andubon members made i1t the pccasion
of an unscheduled field trip.

Later I hung the feeder in the
Acacla but they never touched it.
I suspect the mother told them it
was forbildden fruit vefore they had
time to taste it and, 1f there had been
the slightest shortage of natural foods,
she might not have been so strict.

THE END
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(ONSERVATION BXPECTED TN NWW CONGHESS
e i oy

- pepresentatives of the National Ay.
abon Seelety and a dozen other nation.
gl conservation organizations met in
jeshington Dec. € at the invitation of
the National Wildlife Federation to
discuss leglolatlve matbters likely to
e active in the 87th Congress, which
convened for Lts first session early
in Jenuary. President Carl Buchheister
and Cherles H. Callison, staff assisi-
ant, were on hand for the Society,
me following leglslative proposals
_or problens were considered:

1, THE WILDERNESS BILL, Tais ime
portant conservation weasure is ex-
pected to be re-introduced promptly by
prominent nmembers of hoth the House
and Senate. Farly committee achion iz
hoped for.

2. VATER POLLUYION CORTROL LEGIS-
LATION, Measures siuilor to, sote per-
Teps stronger than, the vetved Blatnik
bill of the last scssion certainly will
be among the most important conservation
goalg,

© 3. A FESTICIDES COORDINATIUN BILL,
‘H.R. 121G and S.30473 07 the Jota Conw
gress will provably be reintroduced, per-
hapa in revised form and, of course, :
vith new nubers. This wmeasure would re-
quire federal pesteontrol asgencles to
congult with figh and wildlife anthor-
itles before lounching pesticide-spray-
ing progreams.

by THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION: .
for the prevention of oll pollution of
the seas will be resubmitted to the Ben-
ate for ratification, according to inw
formation obteined by the National Au-
dubon Soclety. Two thirds vote of the
Senate ls requlired to put this consers
vation program into effect in offshore
vaters of the United States. Canads,
Mexico, and most European countries have
already ratified the treaty.

5« NATIONAL SEASHORE AREAS, ‘I‘hqlas’c
Congress did o Lot of talking about pro-
Posed geaghore areas under National Park
Service on Cape Cod in Massachusetts,
Padre Island in Texas, Polnt Reyes 'in
California and Oregon Dunce in Oregons-
but never voted on any of them, Other
areas where unspoiled seashore may be
saved for future use are under study.

6 WEILANDS ACQUISITION. A bill re-
ported t0 be {n draft form in the Depart-

ment of the, Interior, would anthroize
& treasyry advance or "revolving fund"

of $150 million to speed np the acqui-

S1tion end presexvation of vital wete
lends-hebitat for wildlife. Such a "crash
progran”" has been advocsted by the
Netlonal Audwbon Society. ‘

A number of other conservation probe
lems Llikely to come to the attention of
Congress were explored at the conference.
Among these vere proposals o meke per-
nanent the stetus of wildlife refuges in
the upper Klamath basin of California
and Oregon, improve the administration’
of public grazing lands in the Western
states, esteblish the Salmon River in
Idaho as a spawning sanctuary for mi-
gratory fishes, The wildlife aspects of
any land-vetirvement program, likely to
be offeréd ag a cure for arop surpluses,
was considered a probable opportunity.

The above is an excerpt from the
National -Audubon Sveietys NEWS AND VIEWS
AND LFADERS CONSERVATION GUIDE which'is
being sent to éach branch every two '
weeks, Wateh the newspapers and conger-
vation publications for progress on -
these proposals -and problgms; :
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*1 VAUDUBON SCREAN TOURS- -

iot forget Robert C: Hermes ™
vening, Pebruary 16th, © o

gg only

11 &

"Animals ‘8t Howe and Afield"
Mr, ‘Hermés can show them‘and
them. ' Birds ge.
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A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN BIRDS

Be sure to order Roger »Toryi‘ o
Peterson's new edltion due Mareh lst.
Send your order in early tor = ~

Esther Johnson; at Audubon House,
to be sure there are ‘enough on hand for
immediate delivery. $4.50 plus tex;
36 color platess: ol black and whitez . .
Complete cross-indexing between text an

illu‘s‘cra.tions v
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Bill Lehiann, who was our excellent
field trip chairmen until the U. S.
Navy trensferred him to sea duty last
summer, wrote to tell of his experiences
birding in Japen and the Phillppines.
He said "Birding in Japan (or at least
in Kyushu) is rather frustrating. Ken
Stager iy right, Any bird .that dis

readly seen is caught and caged. .. . .

mhe»remalnlng birds srg, extremely se -
cretive’l In spite of this and other
difficulties, Bill managed to add a few,
'1ife birds' to his list such as: ,
Oreat tit, Carrion crow, Tree sparrow;
(Furopean), Long-tailed tit, Red-rumped
swallow, White-rumped swift, Black-eared
klte and Black—tamled gull.. R

‘ Laﬁer'Blll wrote ffom Sublc Bav 1n
the "Philippines,  "The firgt bird I ,
saw &5 we entered the -bay was the White:
and red eagle-kite. This is'a really i
beautlful bird. -The heady mape, throat
and’ breast are wnite. Béck, wings, tail
eind belly chesthut red, - Tt is & very .
graoeful flyer. THe- Iarge-bllled Crow:
1ook§ very much Iike our Grow. The
. Bfown shyikeiyv...its.
the' same ‘quality as our Loggerhead ..
shrlke. ‘The - Cregted. mynah.....has &
‘beautiful pure whistle. The Gray-Breasted
sand ‘swallow,....a rather ‘plain. little
bird.. .. with bat<like flight.. The
~ White-breasted wood-swallowiis not a )
"ﬂswallcw &‘t allnnn.lt lSo‘oot 8 .
beautiful -shadé ‘of:gray on the upper
parts ‘and: throat and puré. white ‘on the _
rump-end rést of the under parts..... .
~the" Pacifie ‘swallov s quite’similar -
to the-Barn swallow.....they”travelled
at such gpeed and changed directions .-
80 suddenly, it was. 1ike try;ng to «
' follnw a hummingbirdl" -

I know Bill would rather be hone
vwith hig family, but as. youocan see
from: ‘the above, sea duﬁy had its cpm-
pensatlonSa" Lo

toeo- Lo o

Bob Blackstone
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Break on the D.D.T. Front

City Foregter Joseph A. Sweeney of
Toledo, Ohic discards D.D.T. spraying

1

w gdince.

ENS

voles has much ¢ .
. ing was. amply rewarded.
. was- the highly entertain:ng speakéy

vgreat state or Tgxas.

after seven years., Elus in surround.
ing Lucas County having gone unsprayed,
are less affected by Dutch Elm Disecage
than D.D.T, treated city trees,

National Audubon Soclety
"ews and Views"
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« wHootsy Coats and Gellinyles
" Stephanie and Bill Daywalt report
8 Whistling Swans at Little Lake,
Highway 39% Christmas Day; and approx.
imately 30 of them at the leke fed by
old Benton. Hot Springs on Highway 120,
Otis Wade tells of & male ‘Costa Huumer
which put xn an appca“ance at his féed.
‘er on Jan. tﬁ and has Yeen a régular
Ver; nearly atd early recordl

*****9{-***

Tuesday EVening Meeting ‘v'
January lOtn LT

The Very quge erowd at this meet~
Herb Clarke

with beautitul slidés. while wifé Ulga

. was, the unusuullj adept prodectionagt.

Arnold Spall, batting for Bob' Black-
stone, read,an amusing” letter trom -

'+ Mrs. Roger Petersoh; and called off |
..'ﬂbotn Jim Huffman gnd Russ Wilaon for
8 brief runndown ‘of thei& marvelous

birding trip,. with others to the

* K KN K e f
Nanoy Burns Killgo?e-f
It is with de@p repret e, learn of
the passipg of this fine ifder. Born in
Glendale in 1910 she was & gradpste of
Principia High School in ‘$t. Louls bs

e wellops UlS.G,. after abtending Holmby
oo Colleve. At the time of her death, Dec.

23, 1960 she vas, o teacher in the L.A.

«City. Schools. Miss Killgore was a con-

tributing member of the National and L.As
Avdubon Society, Her aunt, Mre. Pail W.

', Sgmpsell and several friends have sent

donations to the L, A, Society in Nancy's
memory ., Otkers wishing to do so may make
their checke payeble to the L.A. Audubop
Sgclety & mail them to Mr. Don Adems,

Treasurer, 705 20th St, Manhattan Beache
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CALENDAR FOR FIBRUARY 1961

ebruary 2 Thursday, T:30 PeM,, EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, Audvbon House

pebruary 4 Saturdey, 9:45-11:15 A,M,, JUNIOR ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Griffith Park Boys
Cemp. Los Feliz and Riverside Dr, entrance., Drive to Golfcourse Club
House parking lot, teke road across from parking lot to Boys Camp. The
program will be on "DESERT WILDLIFE" by Mary V. Hood. Colored slides.
ggi#dizgl&le years and parents welcome, Director: John Peebles )

February 11 Saturday, FIELD TRIP to Malibu Lagoon and Point Dume. Teke Pacific
Coast Highway past Malibu pier ; across bridge over Malibu creek. Park
on ocean side of highway north of bridge. 8:30 AM, Leadexr: Dave
Robison, PO 1.0217 -

February 14 Tuesday, 8:00 P,M,, EVENING MEETING, Great Hall, Plummer Park, Program
will be devoted to Elk. Two excellent films will be presented--'"NORTH
AMERICAN ELK", general survey; and "OLYMPIC ELK", one of the finest,
"truest" of Disney's TRUE LIFE ADVENTURES. Gerhard Bakker will give a
short talk on the Tule Elk. Cheirmen; Bob Blackstone, CR 6-3879

February 16 Thursdey, FIELD TRIP, to Mt. Monrovia in Monrovia Canyon. This park hes
its own Nature Mugeum. Bus leaves Biltmore Hotel Grand Ave, entrance at
8:30 AM. sharp. Fare $2,50, Please have exact change, Food for the
birds and wildflower seeds to plant, please, Reservations Feb, 13,1L4,15,
Leader: Edna Burt, PL 5-10Lk4

February 16 Thursday, SCREEN TOUR, "ANIMALS AT HOMB AND AFIRLD", Robert C. Hermes.,
Mr. Hermes of Homedtead, Florida, has made friends with meny wilderness
creatures, both at home and in his extensive travels, Animels in the
broasder sense, birds, mammal and other forms of wildlife, are the star
performers in an all color motion picture. Come and bring & friend.
Ticket at the door,

Pebruary 23 Thursday, MORNING STUDY (LASS, Long Hall, Plumwer Park, "LIFE ZONE CON-
CEPT" | Part TI: "UPBER BONORAN ZONB--Fields end Chaparral®, Mery V. Hood

and her colored slides, Everyone interested in the wildlife habitats of

California, the birds, animals and plants will enjoy this series.
Chairman: Olive Alvey, NO 1-8036

t
to Senta Cruz Island. Cards I.zave been sen
d boat trips or have gent their name to the
These trips are limited to a cerbain num-

ber and reservetions are taken in the order recei,ved.fAfcayozetﬁ;lszing his
name on this list please send it to Headquarters for fuour »

irgt Saturday in
March 11 This second Saturdsy field trip has been set up %O ’“hi f?;’:d 2;  aaches
Mepche-March 4, The Audubon Center of California has invi

to visit the Center on this day . Wateh for details in the March schedule.

h people
Persons interested in conservation, birding, the out-of‘;)dogriczfl}giﬁ::%”gozigurzheg
of like interest, are cordially invited to attend Ek'l(e)OaPo;I N Monaays, Wednesdays,
information call HO 7-9495 between 10:00 AM. and a evez,lil:lgﬁ
and Thuredays, or PO 1-7635 on Tuesdays, Fridays &n

r

February 26 Sunday, FIELD TRIP,Boat trip
to persons who have attende
Headquarters in Plummer Park.






