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On a recent v i s i t to the Marine Museum at Cabrillo-Beaeh I was impressed)
as I have been before, by the beauty of form, color and texture of many of the
shells, characters that have made them favorite objects for collections. The
tnollusks tha t formed and lived in the shells had no eyes and could not see the
beauty of t h e i r homes nor appreciate what they had wrought., In earlier days the
explanation would have been simple and satisfactory - the world ¥as made for
man, a l l things were for his use or enjoyment and so were made beautiful to
please him. I t did not matter that so much of beauty was in places where the
chances of man ever seeing i t was extremely remote - beautiful shells in ocean
depths, b r i l l i a n t orchids high on the branches of jungle trees,- showy moths,
fluttering about only after dark,1 birds of paradise in inaccessible forests of
fairylands. Now, in more sophisticated days when science is enthroned,<we must

, try for some sc ient i f ic explanation of everything in nature*' Beauty is but an
'accidental accompaniment of adaptations for survival, the result of natural se-
lection, The bright colors of birds is to attract mates or warn off competitors
for t e r r i to ry while the duller colors of the females, i© to render them incon-
spicuous on the nests , Of course/ this Implies some recognition of beauty by
the birds and there is ample evidence that birds notice bright colors and are
attracted by them, though apparently a bird is affected :only by the bright colors
of others of i t s own species, The1 dull browns and grays of',a.male sparrow may ,
be as beaut iful in the eyes of i t s mate as 'the brilliant red,,: yellow and black
of a male tanager to i t s partner. The sparrow apparently does not notice the
bright colora of the oriole or tanager. The lovely colors ,of bird egga that
only recently caused boys to hunt nests to get eggs for their collections are
supposed to render the eggs less noticeable in the •nest> though i t is something
of a s train on the imagination to believe that the blue of a robin,'s egg or. the
mottled and streaked egg of the driole would fool a marauding jay or crow once i t
had located the nest .

The beauty of flowers is to be understood as an advertisement of the
nectar developed for insects, to attract them for the sake of pollinating the
blossoms and BO securing seeds. And the bright colors of butterflies and moths
may be warning signals to enemies, or may even help in concealment as the wings
open and C1OSQ_,

 ;

Continued on Page 32 ':
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. Coming,back t o . s h e l l s , . w e ean...under.
stand, the. glos.sy luster of the interior
of shells as a protection for the soft-
bodies of the. inhabitants. But why bright
color or luster on the outside? In the
museum I overheard a visitor explaining •
that some of -the shells had been polished
for exhibition,, though these shells were
just as lustrous when picked up on the
beach as in the museum cases.. Of course
polishing of many shells brings out
beauties not seen before, as the bril-
liant colors of an abalone. The museum
at Cabrillo Beach was started .and largely
developed by Dr. William Lloyd who be-
came the f irs t director, and. wa,s, respon-
sible for most of the exhibits. Di\' Lloyd
is remembered by many of us as an active
member of our Society, Our l i t t l e 'museum
in Audubon' House has a collection of
bird eggs carefully mounted in,glass ' ;
topped boxes and of shells, a l l properly
labeled; given by Dr. Lloyd.' iHe-.also
wrote frequently for the Tanager, his"'
articles showing an interest, in many ...
fields of nature, . .

But to come back to the question,
Why Beauty? We may be .able to. find -rea-
sons for the beauty of plants and anl-:

mals. Why the beauty of the line of
breakers where the blue of ocean-meets
the gray of sand,- of a mass of fleecy
clouds against the blue sky, the' spread-
ing tree in the open, or the slender tall
trunks in the forest, massee of green'
foliage in summer, autumn colors_,' the •
tracery, of twigs against a winder sky?
Is this beauty only subjective, only in
the mind of the observer? This much Is
certain, an appreciation of beauty can
be fostered, we can-learn-to see beauty •
that at f i rs t we overlooked and our en-
joyment of the world we live in will be
increased ,as we develop our powers of ob-
servation and look for details of beauty
in al l things..

John Ruskin wrote "Remember that the
most'beautiful; things'in the world are
the most'useless^ peacocks and l i l ies ,
for example," Personally I prefer
Emerson's lines: .. '

"Rhodora! if the sages,ask theewhy
, This charm is wasted on the earth and

sky..' ' . :
^Tell them, dear, that if eyes were

made for seeing,
Then beauty is i t s own excuse for being
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Second Instal lment

The'monthly p u b l i c a t i o n , THE WESTERN
TAWAGER, came i n t o being September 13,
193I1., In October, 1937, headquarters
for the Soc ie ty were es tabl ished in
Plunsmer Park i n the old home of Capt.
Eugene R. Plxnmaer. Known as the oldest
frame house in Hollywood, i t I s now
"Historical Landmark Ko. 160" of the
California S t a t e Park Commission.'

The Los Angeles Audubon Society
was rea l ly " in business" now!

Morning s tudy groups were organ-
ized and more f i e l d t r i p s were held,
including t r i p s for young people,
such as Boy Sccmts. More areas1 :were .
dedicated as s a n c t u a r i e s , such as
San Gabriel, 320 ac r e s , and r e s -
ervoirs, such as Chatsworth, 600 acres •
Permission was received t o dedicate
many of the l a r g e r c i t y parks .as b i r d
sanctuaries. Bird fountains , many
gifts of Micky Bishop, were placed
in some of the c i t y pa rks . 'Extension
committees -provided hostesses to t a l k
at the L, A. County Museum on Bird
Life and Conservation of Wildlife, and
to lead b i r d walks out of doors .there,.

Membership began1climbing s tead i ly
as more people became.interested in .-,
the great and press ing need for con-
servation of a l l our na tu ra l t r easu res f .

The Los Angeles Audubon Society
Inc., now has an enrollment of 700.
members. .

All l e g i s l a t i o n concerning conser-
vation mat ters i s carefu l ly s tudied and
action by the Society i s taken where
indicated,. . ' '•

Outstanding speakers address ••.
various .meetings. A f ine program of
lectures and f i l m s , the Audubon Screen
Tours, has brought ' top-notch speakers
and nature photographers to the Society
for fourteen y e a r s , An excellent

lending l ibrary ..is available to mem-
bers of the Society in Audubon House,
in Plunmier Park, Many interest ing
items may be-purchased there a lso.
The Museum is open to vis i tors at
specified hours several, days a week,
with hostesses an. attendance. Youth .
groups, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Brown-
i e s , e t c , , come, to the House, for help
•in earning-merit badges.

•'; Well informed member speakers are
available to talk to school groups
and/others, by calling the Audubon
House, A Leadership Training Program
for adults is available and the Society
participates in nature workshops given
by the Department ;of Recreation and
Parks. . . - • ' .

The Society has a busy calendar of
events. The monthly. Board Meeting,
(which is open to members- who wish to
visit it)., three field trips each
month, some of them over-nigtrb- t r ips ,
one morning program and one-evening
program, both of which may have
speakers who are experts in certain .
fields, -and'member participation.
Films, slides, -and related materials,
such as:birds-kins, plant specimens.,
etc. , are used for illustrations.
Five AUdubon Screen T.o'urs are offered
each year,-.'. ; ' • • , '...'.'

Two very popular "special events"
are: the.Annual Tea,, held in October,
and the Annual Dinner, held in;May,

.'• ••As'. in'the ^ginning years of: the LJOS
Angeles,Au^ub-on. Society-, there is. a .'
dedicated'little,group of men and
women who1 give freely of-their time -.
and efforts- to, J'promote the study and
protection, of,birds.and other wild- • •
l ife, plants., soil, and water", that
those who come, after them will be •
the richer in having these- treasures,.-
of nature Which-once last , might.be
gone-forever.- ' • •

Gudrun E. Pepke
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ALLEN HUMMINGBIRDS
by

Dorothy Lilly .
(Continued from last month)

The mother's habit of working was
too strong to stop there and. soon she
was building another nest. She laid
eggs and sat two days over the full time
but they would not hatch. She lost.in-
terest and abandoned the project. It
was time to migrate anyhow. She would
forget this rather unhappy season when
out of four and a half nests she had
only reared three young. Where were
those three?

I watched for her the next year. A
female did come but only stayed a day.
I believe she nested that year in a
neighbor's yard.

The following winter I moved to LOB
Angeles where a nesting Allen would be
a rarity. If I spied one I would drop
everything but my binoculars. ••

I found that these young spend 23 to
25 days as nestlings before it occurs
to them that they might as well be fly*

. ing., On the edge or by the side of the
nest one practices a while and soon finds
it has the knack. Away it goes, The
other one may enjoy the comfort of the
nest all to itself for a day or more
before following.

D M I ever hold a baby hummer in my
hand? No, I never did. One time, when
the second pair in the Toyon were three „
weeks old and looked very appealing
side by side in the nest with their heads
up and eyes bright and alert, my husband
and 1 thought we should try taking their
picture. She background was too dark
so we fastened white cardboard to a long
stick. I slowly eased that in behind
the nest "but not slowly enough. Both
little birds took off at once, falling
on the ground in different directions.
My husband rescued one and put it back
in the nest. The other I could not find.
I sat down feeling remorseful with the
hope that it might have been able to fly
up into a tree. Very soon I saw the

mother come aud feed it on a
ten feet above my head.

All afternoon she stayed within
sight of it, somehow finding enough
food there to satisfy requirements,
She watched the fledgling as it put
out every effort to learn to fly
well the quick way. It had to have
courage to start out and when it ar-
rived had to reach for a foothold,
When bedtime came it was on an in-
sulated house wire eighteen inches
from the wall. The mother urged it
to go to a tree but it stayed right
where it was out in the open. Leaving
it there she herself flew into a tree
to roost. I loolced late that night
and again at dawn aud that tiny bird
was still perched on the wire in the
same place.

Did I ever try suspending a humming-
bird feeder near these birds? Yes,
the first year. On April 18, 1955
there was rain and a hailstorm. The
hummers did not seem bothered in the
least but in case nectar and insects
might be hard to obtain I hung a honey
and water syrup-filled glass feeder
on a Guava branch. The young hummers
found it right away and sipped from
it many times a day. The mother
did not appear to approve and would
not touch.it herself but could not
stop them once they had tasted its
wonderful sweetness and felt no ill.
effects. It is doubtful if it did
any good except provide entertainment
for window bird watchers. Sequoia
Audubon members made it the occasion
of an unscheduled field trip.

Later I hung the feeder in the
Acacia but they never touched It.
I suspect the mother told them it
was forbidden fruit before they had
time to taste it and, if there had been
the slightest shortage of natural foods,
she might not have been so strict.

THE END

* # #• •* -K •* •* #



Representatives of the National Au«
dubon Society and a doze^-j other nation-
al conservation organizat ions met in
Washington Dec. 6 a t the inv i t a t ion of
the National W i l d l i f e Federation t o
'discuss l e g i s l a t i v e matters l i k e l y to
be active in t h e 8'fth Concress, which
convened for i t a f i r s t sess ion ear ly
in Januax-y. P r e s i d e n t Car l Buchheister
and Charles H. Ca l l i son , s ta f f a s s i s t -
ant, were on hand for t h e Society,
The following l e g i s l a t i v e proposals
or problems were considered:

l' T H E WILBBRHESS BILL. This im-
portant' conserva t ion measure i s ex-
pected to be r e - i n t r o d u c e d promptly by
prominent members of both the House
and Senate. Plurly committee action i 3 ,
hoped for .

2, WATJR_POLLUTION COKTJROL LEGIS-
LATION.' Measures" a i iu i lar t o , i o c s per-
"haps stronger t h a n , tlie vetoed Blatnik
bill of t he l a s t sees ion cer ta in ly will
be among the most important conservation
goals.

3. A PESTICIDES COORDINATION BILL,
•H.R.

6 . JffiOMNDS ACQUISITION. A b i l l r e -
ported to T l S

gress will probably be reintroduced, per-
haps in revised form and, of course,
with new nuubere • This measure would re-
quire federal poateontrol agencies to
consult with f iah and wildlife author-
ities before launching pesticide-spray-
ing programs.

If. THE I1TOMATIONAL CONVENTION
for the pr eveutlon" "of' o i l ' polluti on of
the seas w i l l "be resubmltted to the Sen-
ate for r a t i f i c a t i o n , according to in*
formation obtained by the national Au-
dubon Society. Two th i rds vote of the
Senate is required to put this conser*
vation program into effect in offshore
waters of the United Sta tes . Canada,
Mexico, and most European countries have
already r a t i f i e d the t rea ty .

5" NATIONAL SEASHOHE AREAS. The last
Congress did a lo t of talking about"pro-
posed seashore areas under National Park
Service on Cape Cod in Massachusetts,
Padre Island in Texas, Point Reyes In
California and Oregon Dunes in Oregon*-
tut never voted on any of them. Other
areas where unspoiled aeashore may be
saved for future use are under study.

i n l S r f t fornTTu the Depart-
ment qf the . Inter ior , would authrolze
a treasury advance or "revolving fund"
of $150. million to speed up the acqui-
s i t ion snd preservation of v i t a l wet-
lands-habitat for wildl ife . Such a "crash
program" has been advocated by the
national Audubon Society. ... "

A number•of other conservation prob-
lems likely to come to the attention of
Congress were explored at the conference.
Among these were proposals to make per-
manent the :s ta tus of wildlife refuges in
the upper' Klamath.basin of California
and Oregon, improve the.administration
of public grazing lands in the Western
s ta tes , establish the Salmon River in
Idaho as a spawning sanebuary for mi-
gratory fishes , The wildlife aspects of
any land-retirement program, likely to
be offered as a cure for crop surpluses,
was considered a probable opportunity.

The above i s an excerpt from'the
National Audubon Sociatys NEWS AND VIEWS
AND LEADERS -CONSERVATION GUIDE which i s
being sent to each branch every two !

weeks. Watch the newspapers and'conser-
vation publications for progress on
these proposals and problems, • :

* * *.# * * * * * * *

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS

Do not forge t Robert C. Hermes
Thursday Evening, February l6 th , ' -
"Animals a t Howe and Afie id" , as only
Mr. Hermes can 'show them'and t e l l about
them. B i r d s , t o o , :o f ,course .

* * * * * * * * * * *

A FIELD

Be sure to order Roger Tory
Peterson's new edition due March 1st.
Send your order in early to :

Esther Johnson, at Audubon House,
to be sure there are enough on hand for
immediate delivery. fj^O plus tax;
36 color plates;2k black and whites.
Complete cross-indexing between text and
illustrations. •'•., ; .:' ;;....' '

.' ,# # * ; * * * * * * * *



' Bill Leh'iiiann, who was our excellent
field trip chairman until the U. S.
Navy transferred him to sea duty last
summer, wrote to tell of his experiences
birding in Japan and the Philippines.
He said "Birding in Japan (or at least
in Kyushu) is rather frustrating. Ken
Stager-is right, Any •bird .that is _
readily seen is caught and caged, ' ,{f- ",.'
•OJhe^remaining -birds ar.e,, extremely _se ̂  '_ '
cretive'l In spite of iJhis' and other " '""' '"
difficulties, Bill managed to add a few; . -
'life birds' to his list such as:
Great tit, Carrion crow, Tree sparrowj.' _.
(European), Long-tailed tit, Red-rumped
swallpw., White-rumped swift, Black-eared
kite. and. Black-tailed gull. •' . • ;• . i

J r Bill! vrote ffom Subic Bay in ••/ ..;
the/*-Philippines ,• , "The' f l r£ t bird I . . .- ;
ŝ iw as we'ertte'red. the-bay was the. Whiter "...
and red eagle-kite.-.This i s ' a real ly , •' •;•
beautiful bird-. -The lie'ad.-,- m'ape, throat
and "breast- i re .White. Back,.wings,•tail
ariS belly chestnut'red."- I t is a very..-, •, ::,-,•
graceful flyer'V' Ttie- -Large-billed crow-'., . '
lpbk,svvery'much like bur Crow. The

.. Bfown shrike'1..'.. . i ts- . voice';'has much ..;: -•'...
the' same-quality'as our'/E/Oggerhsad
. strike'. 'The • Oresfed.vinyn'ah•,.. .has .a .'"
'beautiful pure whistle. .,$!he Gray-©reasted •
sand 'Swallow,... .a -rather/plain, l i t t l e
b i rd . . ' . . .with bat- l ike .flight.. The •
White-btQasted-:-wood-qwallowi:l3 not a

•" swallow at ' a l i i . . . i t i s . . . ; ; ; .a• .• . . ' ' . - •
beautlfiil -shade -of igray- qn .the .upper ,, : '•
petyts -'and-'throat and pur'tivVfcite 'on .the
ruinp:and rest;of. the under p a r t s . . . . . '.'.

,jt;he::Paclfie--swallow •'Is .quite'.similar
to ttie-'B^rn swallow,... .tliey ""travelled-
at such ^peed and changed''dlrecijioms ..-.
sosuddeni'y-,' i t was-; l ike : .trying to ••

'follow -a' hummingbird';" - • ., ...

I know Bil l would rather be home
wlthi his family,-but as..y,du.'.oan see
from'the above, sea duity'had i t s cpm- .••'-.•
pensdtid«s ' ' ';: ' " :"

Bob Blackstone

Break on ^he D.D.T. Front

City Ppreater Joseph A. Sweeney of
Toledo, Ohio discards D.D.T. spraying

after seven years, Elms in surround-
ing Lucas County having gone unaprayed
are less affected by Dutch Elm Disease
than D.D.T, t reated c i ty t rees ,

National Audubon Society
"News and Views"

• - • " .- * * • * , • * , - • * . * * * „

•••' -'"-Hoots';.' .Coots and. Q^llinules

Stephanie and B i l l Daywalt report
8 Whistling Swans a t L i t t l e Lake,
Highway 395 Christmas Day; and approx-
imately 30 of them at the lake fed by
old Benton. Hot .Springs on.Highway 120,
Otis Wade te l ls ' of. a'.male 'Costa Hummer
which put ,̂ n an appearance at his- f 3ecU
•e.r on i|an.- 6%h and has l^een'a regular

. since.- Very .nearly '&&. early recordl'

* * * * * * * ' * * ' • . . . . •

. . . • . t . ' ' • ' • ' ' • • • ' . . "

.•:••,'• . T u e s d a y E v e n i n g M e e t i n g 1 ' • • • •
.;. ., . J a n u a r y 1 0 t h . ' " • ••'••'•
•. * - • • • • > • . •' y ' i , ~.

The very la^-ge crtiwd a t this" tneet-
ingv.was. amply' rewarded* Herb Clarke
was'the highly entertaining'speaker
with beautiful"slides, while wiffe" 'Olga

.was., the unusually' ade'Jrt' projectioitfst.
.Arnold Spiâ Ll, b'atfing' for Bob' Black'-
ston'e, read, an amusing'letter froni '•'.
Mrs., iRoger Pete.rsd'n; and called' on'':

.both Jim Huffman', and Rues Wilson'for
a brief', run-do^, 'of the i r marvelous;
birding-.trip,. with,others , to the ' '•
great state .of Texas, "

* * * * * * * .*' * :.- , >'
. •'••..'• N a n c y ;Burna Killgo're •;' ;

J.t is, with deep, regret we_, JLearn 'of
the passing of this fine birder. Born in
Glendale In I91Q. slie was a'graduate'of
Principla High School in "s'f, Louis' 'as
well'.as- U.S.q,,. after attending. Holmby
College.. At .the' time' of her death, Dec,
23, I9601 she ..was, a teacher in the L.A.
;Cit.y,Sphoois-.' Miss Killgor.e was.a con-
tributing member of the National and Ii.A.
Audubon Socioty. Her aunt, Mrs. Paul W.
Sqjapsell and several friends have sent
donations to the L, A. Society in Nancy's
memory. 0ther3 wishing to do so may make
their checks payable to the L.A. Audubqp
Society & mail them to Mr. Don Adans.,
Treasurer, 705 20th St, Manhattan Beach..
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February 2 Thursday, 7:30 P.M., EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, Audubon Houge

February k Saturday, 9 :^ -11 :15 A.M., JUNIOR ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Griffith Park Boys
Camp. Los Feliz and Riverside Dr. e5tra5^T5HvelTGolfcourse Club
House parking l o t , take road across from parking lot to Boys Cawp. The
program w i l l be on "DESERT WILDLIFE" by Mary V. Hood. Colored s l ides .
Children 0-12 years and parents welcome. Director: John Peebles, '
HO 7~1661

February 11 Saturday, FIELD TRIP to Malibu Lagoon and Point Durae. Take Pacific
Coast Highway past Mallbu pier, across bridge over Malibu creek. Park
on ocean side of highway north of bridge. 8:30 A.M. Leader: Dave
Robison, PO 1-0217

February Ik Tuesday, 8:00 P.M., EVENING MEETING, Great Hall, Pluitwier Park, Program
w i l l be devoted to Elk. Two excellent films will be presented—"HGHEE
AMERICAN ELK", general survey; and "OLYMPIC ELK", one of the f inest ,
" t r u e s t " of Disney's TRUE LIFE ADVENTURES. Gerhard Bakker will give a
shor t t a lk on the Tule Elk. Chairman; Bob Blackstone, CR 6-3879

February 16 Thursday, FIELD TRIP, to Mt. Monrovia in Monrovia Canyon. This park has
i t s own Nature Museum. Bus leaves Biltmore Hotel Grand Ave. entrance at
8:30 A.M. sharp. Fare $2,50, Please have exact change. Food for the
birda and wildflower seeds to plant, please. Reservations Feb. 13,1^,X5»

Leader: Edna Burt, PL 5-10 W.

February 16 Thursday, SCREEN; TOUR, "ANIMALS AT HOME AND AFIELD", Robert C. Hermes,
Mr* Hermes' "'of' "Homestead, Florida, has made friends with many wilderness
c rea tu re s , "both at home and in hia extensive travels. Animals in the
broader sense, b i rds , mammal and other forms of wildlife, are the s ta r
performers in an a l l color motion picture. Come and bring a friend.
Ticket a t the door*

February 23 Thursday, MORNING STUDY CLASS, Long Hall, Plummer Park, "LIFE ZONE CON-
CEPT", Part'It":"'"UPPM SotfoRAN ZOUE.-Fields and Chaparral", Mary V, Hood
and her colored s l i de s , Everyone interested in the wildlife habitats of
Ca l i fo rn ia , the b i rds , animals and plants will enjoy this series.

Chairman: Olive Alvey, NO I-8036

Headquarters in
B

InyoneWishing his
for future t r i p s .

March n This eecond Saturday field W ^ J
March-March if. The Audubon Center of
to visit the Center o n j b M J ^ J ^

~~~ — out-of-doors and meeting with people
Persons interested in conservation, birding, JJ o« u

 t l v i t i e 8 , For further
of like interest, are cordially invited to attena ™»- * Mondays, Wednesdays,
information call HO 7-9^95 between 10:00 A.M. and ^00 P,M. on Monday
and Thursdays, or PO 1-7635 on Tuesdayŝ  todays and even t s .




