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The Galapagos
Notes from a World Apart
by Gerry Haigh
ot a single bird was seen or heard in
the Palo Santo woodland before we
started pishing. But as soon as we
began to produce those magical
sounds, birds, as if from nowhere,
suddenly appeared; and for the next
ten minutes we were approached by
a dozen Small and Medium Ground
Finches, a half dozen Yellow Warblers, two or three Warbler
Finches, a pair of Galapagos Mockingbirds, a pair of
Vegetarian Finches, and a Large-billed Flycatcher. Most of
these birds came to within six feet of us, and some perched
on branches a few feet from our heads. Eventually, we
humans were the ones who moved on, as if our interest in
the birds were less than their interest in us.
What a sharp contrast with birding in the Santa Monica
Mountains! When I pish in the chaparral at home, I am
usually left standing alone, feeling a little foolish. And on
those few occasions when I am successful, a pair of Wrentits
or a Bewick's Wren may briefly appear, only to disappear a
moment later into the chamise.
But on the "Enchanted Islands" man's relationship to the
creatures of the wild is completely different— as we were to
learn last August on a birding tour to Ecuador and the
Galapagos, led by Lee Jones, whose sketches accompany
this article.
We flew to Bogota, Quito, and Guayaquil, and then off
into the Pacific, to that lonely cluster of islands that sprawl
across the equator, 600 miles from the mainland. There we
boarded ship to cruise from island to island, putting ashore
each morning by dinghy to discover for ourselves the
curious world that captured the imagination of Charles
Darwin over a century ago.
Everywhere we went on the Galapagos we were regarded
not as enemies, but merely as strangers: Sea lions and
snakes, lizards and gulls, iguanas and doves— each creature

Blue-footed Booby

held its ground at our approach. And not until we were
almost within touching range would some of them step
aside, or others make a threatening gesture, intended to
ward us off.
On one memorable occasion thirty of us were gazing up at
a Galapagos Hawk soaring high overhead. As we watched,
he spiralled down, circled low over our heads, and, as if
aware of our benign intentions, perched for photographs on
a low branch just ten feet from the trail.
Clearly, the conditions were ideal for birdwatching. None
of this "first I didn't see him, then he disappeared" stuff! We
were able to study almost every bird at close range and at
leisure, and to photograph it as well. But still we had trouble
with the Darwin Finches.
These tail-less, nondescript birds are as ubiquitous on the
Galapagos as House Sparrows at home. What an irony of
fate that such a plain bird has played such a major role in
the history of human thought, prodding Darwin toward his
seminal theory of evolution. Through the study of these
homely birds, on the faraway Galapagos Islands, mankind's
view of the universe began to shift away from the old notion
of a static, "created" system to that of a universe constantly
evolving, with stars, planets, plants, animals, man himself,
undergoing constant change.
Continued Overleaf
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Appropriately enough, when we disembarked from our
plane, the Darwin Finches were the first birds to greet us—
feeding in a large flock at the garbage pits behind the air
terminal. Our field guide* persuaded us that the majority
were either Small Ground Finches or Medium Ground
Finches, though, frustratingly, a few could have fit into
either category— a fact which reflects the arbitrary nature of
our man-made classification scheme.
Nevertheless, we proceeded to classify, however
arbitrarily, and by the end of our eight days we had
succeeded in identifying nine of the thirteen recognized
species of finches. Our first Large Ground Finch laid to rest
any lingering doubt about its identity, for its bill reminded
us of that of a parrot or a puffin, almost grotesque in its
proportions. The Warbler Finches were easily told by the fact
that both their bills and their foraging behavior were
remarkably akin to our warblers. The one Woodpecker Finch
we saw acted more like a nuthatch than a woodpecker,
working along trunks and branches, prying up bark and
probing for insects. And every Vegetarian Finch we found
was conveniently discovered in the act of eating flowers!
The Cactus Finch and the Large Cactus Finch were often
seen on cactus plants, but so too were Ground Finches; we
were able to differentiate them, with difficulty, by the sharp
curvature of their bills.

A

we cruised between the islands we encountered
many White-vented Storm-petrels, a moderate
. number of Galapagos Storm-petrels, and a few
Cape and Band-rumped Storm-petrels. The abundance of
Storm-petrels afforded us an excellent opportunity to
compare their feeding habits with those of the omnipresent
Blue-footed Boobies. While the Storm-petrels delicately skip
or hop along the ocean surface, snatching up tidbits in their
tiny bills, the boobies bombard the sea in a rapacious
assault. One day we stood on the shore and watched
hundreds of boobies passing in squadrons of a dozen or
more. Suddenly one, two, or three at a time would peel off,
and hurl like projectiles into the water, provoking such
excitement among us humans that we found ourselves
cheering each dive.
While the boobies indulged in displays of daring bravado,
the resident flamingos fed with dignified aplomb, shifting
from one unlikely posture to the next with the kind of slow,
deliberate grace that one might expect from an adept of
Tai Chi.
*Michael Harris: A Field Guide to the Birds of the Galapagos; Taplinger,
N.Y. (1974).
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Five seabirds are endemic to the Galapagos: the Waved
Albatross, the Galapagos Penguin, the Flightless Cormorant,
the Lava Gull, and the spectacular Swallow-tailed Gull. The
Waved Albatross breeds only on Hood Island, and we saw
dozens of them there. Though none we saw had eggs or
young, several pairs were engaged in courtship rituals that
included their distinctive sway walk, rapid bill clicking, and
exaggerated posturing. The birds need a long runway to
take off, and the terrain they had chosen for a mating
ground was too uneven for the purpose. So, when an
albatross wished to become airborne, he would waddle four
or five hundred yards to the edge of the cliff, where a strong
updraft would catch his spread-out wings and lift him
skyward.
In the Galapagos, as at home, the sloppy feeding habits of
the Brown Pelican tend to invite hangers-on. But whereas
the hangers-on in California tend to be Heermann's Gulls,
in the Galapagos they appear to be predominantly Noddy
Terns. Unlike most other gulls and terns, both these species
are generally dark in color, a fact which raises the question
of whether, perhaps, the darker birds may be less welladapted for foraging on their own, and better suited for
sponging off the pelicans.
Some of the creatures which inhabit the black volcanic
rocks along the island shores are themselves so black that
they blend with ease into the background. Such is the case
with the Marine Iguanas, the Lava Herons, and the Lava
Gulls. In fact, so well camouflaged are the herons, as they
stalk among the rocks, that we were able to make them out
only while they were moving. More conspicuous were the
Marine Iguanas. For hour upon hour these fierce-looking
dragons of the sea sprawl serenely in the sun, the very
picture of sublime detachment. If their fellows wish to
scramble over them, they permit it. If a mockingbird decides
to perch upon them, they permit it. If visitors approach
within inches for photographs, they permit it. To all
appearances, they have attained enlightenment.
In the Galapagos one comes to expect the unexpected. As
we anchored one day at a dock on the island of San
Cristobal our attention was drawn to a gull, which we
assumed at a distance to be a Franklin's. On closer
inspection, however, we discovered a new and strange bird,
with bright red feet and legs, a bright red bill, and a
beautiful gray hood— its critical field mark. The bird was a
Gray-hooded Gull, a species which had previously not been
seen on the islands.
While it was exciting to observe birds we had never seen
before, and particularly to see birds which are found
nowhere else in the world, it was also exciting for us to
encounter familiar migrants in a place so far from home.
Among the species just beginning to reach the equator
• while we were there were Wandering Tattler, Short-billed
Dowitcher, Ruddy Turnstone, and Sanderling. We welcomed
each as a long-lost friend.

T
Swallow-tailed Gulls

hese islands, on which the concept of evolution was
born, are themselves undergoing evolution. One
night the captain of our boat summoned us to the
deck to view a fiery glow on the horizon: a volcanic eruption
84 miles away on Fernandino, an island we had visited the
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The Christmas Counts

Large Ground Finch

previous day. I watched the red glow against the night sky
and thought of the fires burning far below the surface of our
planet, a world still in ferment four and a half billion years
since its formation.
Elsewhere in the sky the stars were discernible as so many
white points of light, each representing the site of a far
fiercer fire—the fire of thermonuclear fusion, in which
hydrogen atoms are transformed into helium, thus
beginning the evolution of all the elements which make up
the universe.
Everywhere we looked in the Galapagos, from the stars to
the earth, there were signs of change, of evolution in
process. Though we spent only eight days on these islands,
the impact upon us all was indelible. Certainly the images
brought home from such a world are unlikely to fuse with
those of other times and other places. But the appeal of the
Galapagos is multifaceted. Anyone who loves nature should
permit himself, at least once in his lifetime, the joy of
encountering wild creatures almost at his fingertips; and for
the birder working on a world list, the 27 endemic species
resident in the Galapagos are a sufficient inducement in
themselves.
But the special aura of the place owes much to its history,
and to the fact that the islands remain today a living
laboratory for the study of adaptive changes in life forms.
Fortunately, the Ecuadorian government has recognized the
ecological and historical significance of these favored isles
by setting aside most of their area as a national park. At the
same time the United Nations supports the local Darwin
Research Station, devoted to the preservation of the unique
wildlife of the islands. Because the Galapagos enjoy the
protection of people who care, the adventures which were
ours last summer may still be accessible to generations to
come. \ ^
Gerry Haigh is a clinical psychologist, whose lifelong ambition, since first
becoming interested in birds as a Boy Scout, was to be an ornithologist. Lee
Jones is an ornithologist, currently teaching at Topanga Canyon
Community School.

Over 100 observers took part in the two LAAS Christmas Counts,
diligently confirming the suspicions of many a local birder, that this
year has been a washout for wintering birds. The Malibu Count on
Dec. 17 registered 156 species (down from 168 last year), including
some 26,000 individuals (down about 30% from last year). Light to
moderate rain during the entire day was certainly a factor in the
decline, although the lower total also reflected the near-absence of
montane and far northern species, plus the greatly diminished
numbers of many of our most familiar wintering species (Dark-eyed
Juncos, Yellow-rumped Warblers, American Robins, Hermit
Thrushes, White-crowned Sparrows, etc.). Unexpected was the
count's first Bald Eagle (an imm. near Agoura), and Surfbirds (at
Pt. Dume). Other unusual species included a Swamp Sparrow and
Gray-headed Junco at Malibu, 2 Gray-headed Juncos in Tapia Park,
5 Hooded Mergansers! at Malibu Cyn. and Calabasas), and a total
of 3 Black-throated Gray Warblers. Again bad weather wiped out
our boat coverage, but some 90 Manx Shearwaters were counted
from ashore. The extensive area burned by October's MalibuAgoura fire produced very few birds this year, although the
documentation of recolonization by birds will be an interesting
aspect of future Malibu counts.
The Los Angeles Count (Dec. 23) suffered similarly from low
densities of wintering birds, mustering only 146 species (down from
170 last year), including around 56,000 individuals (some 20% of
which were California Gulls!). Unusual species included a
"Plumbeous" Solitary Vireo and a Summer Tanager in Rancho
Park, an adult male Allen's Hummingbird in Franklin Canyon, and
our almost-annual American Golden Plover (of the bright fulva
race) on the Ballona Wetlands. White-winged Scoters were in good
numbers for the first winter in nearly a decade.
Counts throughout Southern California experienced reduced
totals of species and individuals, though Santa Barbara, bolstered
by some real rarities, again led the state (and perhaps the nation)
with about 212 species, while San Diego came in at an even 200.
The LAAS compilers, Jean Brandt, Kimball Garrett, and Jon
Dunn, offer their sincerest thanks to the dedicated birders who
braved the rain (Malibu) and smog (L.A.) to again provide
respectable coverage for these important local areas.

Snowy Plovers
The Point Reyes Bird Observatory is interested in the status of the
Snowy Plover, and has color-banded several hundred breeding
birds at Monterey Bay and Mono Lake. In mid-November one of
the Mono Lake birds was spotted by Nancy Spear at Malibu
Lagoon— the first indication that Mono birds may winter here. If
you see a banded Snowy, please note the color and position of the
bands, and report your observations to Gary Page, P.R.B.O., 4990
Shoreline Highway, Stinson Beach, California 94970.

Nongame Wildlife
California's nongame wildlife conservation program has proved an
unqualified success, providing funds in the past year for the
protection of the Morro Rock Peregrine Falcons and for the
preservation of Bald Eagle nesting habitat in Shasta Co. To
contribute (and to receive your 1979 decal) send $2.00, or more, to
Nongame Wildlife, Box DFG, Sacramento, Calif. 95801.

Conservation Meeting
L.A. Audubon is frequently requested to provide input on
important conservation issues, ranging from the protection of local
oak trees to the preservation of the Alaskan wilderness. The
conservation challenges facing the Society will be the topic of
discussion at a special conservation meeting, 8:00 p.m., Feb. 13, at
Audubon House. All interested LAAS members are invited to
participate. In addition, volunteers are still needed for the
conservation committee. For information, please call Corliss
Kristensen, at 391-8843.
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Jean Brandt/BIRDING along

Santa Monica Bay

T

he coastline of Santa Monica Bay is roughly 40 miles,
bordered on the west by Point Dume and on the
south by the Palos Verdes Peninsula. From these
promontories, pelagic birds (in season) are often sighted,
especially during and after storms, and Gray Whales
migrate past from December through February. Rocky
outcroppings, sandy beaches, mudflats, both salt and
freshwater lagoons, man-made marinas, piers, jetties, and
breakwaters— all may be found along the Bay, and each
offers fine birding. From Point Dume south, the most
worthwhile areas are described below, numbered to
correspond to the accompanying map.

1. Point Dume: Excellent in spring (March to May) for the
northward seabird migration: scoters, brant, loons, and
shearwaters. One of the two Southern California records for
the Yellow-billed Loon was noted here in April '77. In winter
all three cormorants are frequently sighted, as are Common
Murres, while both Rhinoceros Auklets and Ancient
Murrelets are rare but regular. A pair of Pigeon Guillemots
lingered here (south of their mainland breeding range) in
summer '77. Parking and access are difficult. Please respect
the signs.
2. Paradise Cove: A private development. Usually, if you
explain to the gatekeeper that you are birdwatching, you
will not have to pay the parking fee. This area is noted in a
good winter for orioles and warblers in the sycamores, while
Golden-crowned Kinglets, Red-breasted Nuthatches, and
Mountain Chickadees may be found in the pines. Offshore,
the Red-necked Grebe has been spotted (rare, winter), and
Pelagic Cormorants may be common (winter).
3. Corral Beach: Western Grebes are abundant in winter,
and Barn Owls are frequently seen on the wires at dusk year
'round.
4. Malibu Lagoon: See the Western Tanager, Sept. '76. A
freshwater lagoon, with a marsh and willow-lined creek;
now a State Park and slated for restoration. This is the only
freshwater marsh on the coast of L.A. County. It is the best
area in winter to study gulls, including Mew and (almost
yearly) Black-legged Kittiwakes. Elegant Terns are found
from early July through November. Snowy Plovers are
resident and a Piping Plover wintered in '71-72. There are
two records for Rusty Blackbirds here in winter. The willows
attract migrants in season.
5. Malibu Pier: Wintering loons and grebes; a King Eider
was found here Nov. '73.
6. Between Malibu Pier and Santa Monica Pier: Look
offshore for large flocks of scoters, which may include an
Oldsquaw or a Harlequin Duck (one was found Nov. '76).
Magnificent Frigatebirds are seen annually anywhere along
the coast from late June to late August.
7. Santa Monica Pier: The same possibilities as Malibu Pier.
Surfbirds may be on the rocks in winter.
8. Venice Pier: Same as the other piers.
9. Venice Beach: In summer there is a fenced-in area here, to
protect the endangered nesting California Least Terns.

During late August, '78, one Craveri's and two Xantus'
Murrelets were seen in the surf.
10. Playa del Rey: See the Western Tanager, Nov. '75. The
mudflats and flooded fields are great in winter for raptors
and shorebirds. The jetties have Surfbirds (late August to
April) and Wandering Tattlers (July to May). Black
Oystercatchers are resident on the breakwater, though
breeding has yet to be established.
11. The foot of Imperial Highway: Look on the beach for
wintering flocks of Black-bellied Plovers, with an occasional
Golden Plover among them.
12. Manhattan Beach Pier: See the above piers.
13. Hermosa Beach Pier: as above.
14. King Harbor: Best in winter. The very rare Little Gull
was found here Christmas '69, and Franklin's are possible.
Much patience is required to search through the large flocks
of Bonaparte's to find these rare small gulls, but the rewards
are commensurate. An Ancient Murrelet was found Dec. '76.
This is another good place to study gulls, loons, grebes, and
scoters.
15. Palos Verdes Drive: Look down to the rocky beach for
Black Oystercatchers and all three cormorants.
16. Marineland: Check the fennel near the parking lot for
fall migrants, and the hillside across the street for resident
Rufous-crowned Sparrows, Cactus Wrens, and the
endangered coastal race of the Black-tailed Gnatcatcher.
Good birding! \p

It is with great sadness that LAAS members note the
passing of our fellow birder, Melba Blackstone, the wife
of Bob Blackstone, the first male president of the chapter.
She will be missed by us all. Her family has suggested
that donations may be made to L.A. Audubon in her
memory.
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Jon Dunn/FIELD NOTES

TheTyrannus Flycatchers

T

hree species of yellow-bellied Tyrannus flycatchers—
or kingbirds— have caused considerable confusion
among field observers, a consequence of the
inaccurate representations in the popular field guides, plus
a lack of accurate information concerning the species'
distribution.
The most numerous and widespread member of the genus
in California is the Western Kingbird. Arriving in late
March, the species is common in agricultural and lowland
savanna habitats through August, departing from the state
by late Sept., with only an occasional straggler noted during
Oct. Despite the relatively large number of winter reports of
the species— mostly from Christmas counts— there are
virtually no confirmed winter records.
The Western Kingbird has a pale gray back, head, and throat,
and the belly is a bright lemon yellow. The tail is black, and the
outer retrices are edged in white— a very useful field mark, if
noted.
The Cassin's Kingbird is much less numerous than the
Western, but it is still a locally fairly common breeder in
many sections of coastal Southern California, occurring less
commonly in the northern deserts, at several desert oases,
and in the arid piny on-juniper habitat of the desert
mountain ranges. During fall migration the species is more
widespread, but not necessarily more numerous, except in
coastal San Diego Co., where small concentrations of up to a
dozen are frequently noted. The deserts of southeastern
California have produced only a handful of records for the
species. Though uncommon in winter, Cassin's Kingbirds
can be found regularly in the coastal lowlands from Orange
Co. south.
The best mark in differentiating the Cassin's from the
Western Kingbird is the much darker, distinctly grayish-olive
cap, back, and chest. On most individuals the whitish chin
contrasts fairly sharply with the darker breast, while the
yellow coloration of the belly appears less bright than that of
the Western. The tail of the Cassin's appears to me to be
proportionately broader and shorter than that of the Western,
with a more brownish cast. In contrast to the Western, with
its white outer tail margin, each retrix on the tail of the
Cassin's is tipped in buff, to form a thin buffy horizontal band
at the tip of the tail. The call of the Cassin's, a loud chi-bur, is
quite distinctive, and is frequently heard even during the
winter season.
The Tropical Kingbird is a rare but regular fall straggler to
coastal California. Normally, in the fall, the Tropical Kingbird
moves south from its breeding grounds in western mainland
Mexico. However, those birds which appear here, all
evidently immatures, represent individuals moving in the
opposite direction. Some, in fact, eventually reach coastal
British Columbia, and one individual was even recorded in
Alaska. The birds begin to appear in coastal Calif, in late
Sept., and individuals are recorded regularly into Nov.
Occasional individuals will linger into the winter
(particularly at Santa Barbara), and a few have overwintered successfully. In addition to the normal fall records
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there are also a few inexplicable spring records (from both
the coast and the interior)— possibly attributable to birds
overshooting during the normal northbound migration.
Although almost all of the records are from the coast, there
are, in addition, about a half dozen inland records,
suggesting that the species may occur casually there. It is
interesting to note that the subspecies occurring in
California (T.m.occidentalis), which breeds in extreme
southeastern Arizona south along the west coast of Mexico,
is regarded by many authorities as a full species, distinct
from the race (T.m.couchi) found in southern Texas and
eastern Mexico. This opinion rests largely upon the
distinctly different vocalizations of the two races.
The immature Tropical Kingbird more closely resembles
the Western Kingbird than it does the Cassin's, for it has a
pale gray head and whitish-gray throat. The Tropical, however,
has a distinctive slaty ear patch that contrasts with the rest of
Continued on Pg. 7
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BIRDS of the Season
ebruary offers us our last chance to see many
wintering birds— geese, divers, and northern
gulls— and our first opportunity to find the earliest
migrants—hummingbirds and swallows. The
timetable of migration may sometimes seem illogical, but it's well
for us to remember that bird migration is instinctive and traditional,
based upon the track record of past generations. Survival and
reproductive success are the keys. The hummingbirds are
programmed to arrive in late winter so that they can raise their
nestlings when flowers are abundant. Similarly, the swallows arrive
early to exploit the abundance of insects in the spring.
Despite the unusually cold weather, November and December
produced very few northern or mountain birds. Red-necked
Grebes, Fulmars, Oldsquaws, and Kittiwakes were absent or in very
small numbers. Landbirds were little better, with no reports of
Northern Shrikes, Bohemian Waxwings, Evening Grossbeaks, or
Red Crossbills, and only a few sightings of our expected
chickadees, nuthatches, and Cedar Waxwings. Even American
Robins, usually present in the thousands at this time of year, could
be counted on one's fingers.
Despite the generally unproductive early winter, there were still a
number of outstanding individual birds. The Skylark found on the
Pt. Reyes Christmas Count (CBC), Dec. 16, was initially identified as
a Smith's Longspur— until Laurie Binford's critical eye set the
record straight. Suspicions are that the bird was a long distance
vagrant from Asia, the first of its race to be noted south of Alaska.
Closer to home, on Dec. 23, Keith Axelson singled out a Snow
Bunting from a large flock of Horned Larks in Kelso Valley, north of
Mojave (Kern Co.). This is the most southerly record for this species
on the West Coast. In Arizona two very rare birds were found: a
Plain-capped Starthroat, present in Phoenix for most of Nov.-Dec;
and an Eared Trogon, sighted by Lloyd Kiff on Nov. 5 in Cave Creek
Cyn. (where four were seen in Nov. '77).
Joe Morlan, the voice of the Bay Area bird tape, reports the oddity
of the month: a Laysan Albatross, spotted on a sidewalk near the
Berkeley Marina on Dec. 26. Unfortunately, it could not be found
when the bird rescue team arrived. This is the second occurrence of
a Laysan well within San Francisco Bay. We have three reports of a
sub-adult White Ibis (white with a few scattered brown feathers):
The first was a bird widely seen in a marshy drainage ditch in
Westminster (Ken Dial, Dec. 9), and the second was an individual
found near Pt. Mugu (Ron Dow, Dec. 12). Then on Dec. 27 a White
Ibis was identified flying over West L.A. The wild status of these
birds is still questionable (see the Sept. '78 Tanager). A welldescribed Yellow-billed Loon on Lake Cachuma, Dec 11, seemed
unlikely so far south and at such an early date. The sighting could
not be confirmed by Paul Lehman's group despite a five hour
search by boat.
Unlike the other northern species, Whistling Swans are here this
winter in unusually large numbers, and nearly all are gray
immatures. Single swans were reported from Death Valley (the
Brodkins, Nov. 18), Elizabeth Lake (Doug Willick, Nov. 26), Upper
Newport Bay (Barbara Turner, Dec. 10), the Santa Barbara Bird
Refuge, and the Guasti sewage ponds (Steve Cardiff). At Lake
Cachuma there were three swans and at Little Lake, 150 miles north
of L. A., there were 44 (Dan Guthrie, Dec. 14). Five Black Brant in
the Tecopa marsh, Inyo Co., Nov. 12, were unusual that far inland
(Pat and Paul Nelson). Flocks of from 10 to 50 Canada Geese were
on many inland reservoirs—Castaic, Elizabeth, Holiday, etc. — but
a tiny "Cackling" Goose on the golf course pond above the Rose
Bowl, Dec. 27, was out of the ordinary. A male European Wigeon
grazed on the Goleta Golf Course with a flock of American Wigeon,

and at McGrath a female European Wigeon, Nov. 12, provided Jon
Dunn with a challenge in field identification. Single Wood Ducks
were widely reported, but there were seven males and four females,
in addition to the resident pair, at the Arcadia Arboretum on Nov. 6
(Barbara Cohen). Unfortunately, a movie company, filming at the
lake on the following day, sent the wild ducks on their way. Two
Tufted Ducks were in our area: a young male at McGrath (Richard
Webster, Nov. 9-11), and an adult male at Quail Lake, from Dec. 4
(Jon D., et al). Both Common and Barrow's Goldeneyes were on
the Colorado River below Parker Dam again this winter. A Surf
Scoter near Lake Palmdale (Jean Brandt, Nov. 8) was far from its
preferred salt water habitat. Hooded Mergansers, like swans,
appeared in unusually large numbers, and nearly all were in female
plumage. The first was at McGrath, Nov. 12 (Jon D.), with three
there on Dec. 12 (Dan Guthrie). One was at the south end of the
Salton Sea on Nov. 13 (Jon D.), and another was nearby at Finney
Lake, Nov. 20 (Mitch Heindel). These sightings were unusual for
Imperial Co. Another Hooded Merganser was at the Arcadia
Arboretum (Natasha Antonovitch, Nov. 26); three were at Mojave
Narrows (Ed Navojosky, Nov. 19); eight were on Lake Cachuma
(Paul Lehman, Dec. 11); and three more were on Lake Castaic
(Arnold Small, Dec. 26).
Eagles are a winter attraction at Lake Matthews: On Nov. 18, five
Bald Eagles were present, plus three Golden Eagles (Dan Guthrie).
An imm. Bald Eagle was at Lake Palmdale on Nov. 5 (Ed Nav.). Our
only local report of a Peregrine Falcon was a bird seen at Upper
Newport Bay on Nov. 26 (Barbara Turner). The Merlin which
wintered in Altadena last year returned to the same tree on Nov. 5
(John Fisher). Others were found near Fillmore (Richard W.), in
Encino (Jean Brandt, Dec. 21), and west of Lancaster, in a ploughed
field where there were hundreds of Horned Larks Qon D., Dec. 2).
Six Sandhill Cranes were flying over Oxnard on Nov. 17 (R.W.). It
is a truism that Black Rails are easy to hear, at least in spring, but
tough to see; thus two sightings are of special interest: While
camping at Finney Lake, Imp. Co., on Nov. 20, Mitch Heindel saw a
Black Rail twice in the open area at the north end of the lake; and
another was seen by Ron Dow on Dec. 2 at Upper Newport Bay,
where the species has been reported in past winters. The shorebird
of the season was an American (Pied) Oystercatcher, with four
Black Oystercatchers at Pt. Fermin (David Holdridge, Dec. 22). This
is the first record for the mainland of L.A. Co. A Ruff at Buena
Vista Lake, Kern Co., Nov. 10, was a rare vagrant, as was a Blackheaded Gull off Santa Barbara, at McGrath (J.D., Nov. 12), and at
Upper Newport Bay (John McDonald, Dec. 8). Sabine's Gulls are
distinctly pelagic, and are thus seldom seen from shore; but one
was at McGrath on Dec. 2 (Dan Guthrie and Larry Sansone).
Unlike other years, December produced no Glaucous Gulls, and
virtually no reports of Kittiwakes.
A male Ruddy Ground Dove near Fillmore (Arnold Small and
R.W., Nov. 24) was almost certainly an escapee. This Central and
South American species breeds no nearer than southern Sinaloa,
and among the local Mexican-American population, doves are often
kept as cage birds. A Broad-billed Hummingbird remained at the
Howard Towner's feeder in West L.A. through Nov. and Dec. An
Eastern Phoebe at the Arcadia Arboretum (Barbara Cohen, Dec. 26)
was near the upper pond, where one wintered in '74-75. The
identification of two Least Flycatchers is evidence of increased
coverage and expertise by local birders. One remained near Fillmore
during Nov. and Dec. (R.W., Nov. 5); and another was at Brock
Ranch, between Holtville and Yuma (J.D., Nov. 26). Also near
Fillmore were three Vermilion Flycatchers, an adult male, an imm.
male, and an imm. female. Earlier, a male and female Vermilion
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were at Furnace Creek Ranch (Bruce Broadbooks, Nov. 5). A Coues'
Flycatcher returned to Parker Dam Village, where one wintered last
year (J.D., Nov. 25). Returning from the River, J.D. saw a Brown
Thrasher, as well as the Least Flycatcher, at Brock Ranch. Bendire's
Thrashers occasionally wander to the coast: One was at Big
Sycamore Cyn. Nov. 9-12 (Terry Clark). The only Varied Thrush
report south of Santa Barbara is of a single bird at Tapia Park on
Dec. 23 (Bob Doe). A Veery was studied and photographed by Steve
Cardiff on Nov. 5 at Kelso, in the middle of the Mojave Desert.
A Philadelphia Vireo was found in the willows near Harbor
Lake, San Pedro, on Dec. 30, by Linda Hale and Mitch Heindel. This
is the first winter record for our area. A Solitary Vireo of the
"Plumbeous" race was sighted in Rancho Park by Terry C. on Dec.
23. A small number of western warblers—Yellow, Wilson's, Blackthroated Gray, and Townsend's—stayed on into December, but it
was the eastern warblers that received the birders' attention. A
Prothonotary on the Santa Barbara CBC (Dec. 30) was probably a
first winter record. A Lucy's at Scotty's Castle on Nov. 4 was late
and far north for this normally early migrant. Parulas were found
near Niland (J.D., Dec. 13), and on the San Diego CBC (Dec. 16).
Black-throated Greens were at Pt. Fermin (Mitch H., Nov. 12), and
near San Diego (Dec. 16). Palms were found at the edge of the
longspur field at Cal-State Dominguez (Roily Throckmorton, Oct.
29), and at the Santa Barbara Bird Refuge, where they have
wintered in previous years (Helen Matelson, Nov. 17). Three
Ovenbirds in November are far more than our usual quota; one was
near Lake Palmdale on the 5th (Phil Sayre and Ed. Nav.); another
was in Bob Pann's Rancho Park garden on the 12th; and a third was
found dead in Ginny's Johnson's yard in Santa Monica on the 18th.
Justin Russell's frequent coverage of Griffith Park was rewarded
with a Northern Waterthrush on Nov. 25.
A very late Bobolink was at Cal-State Dominguez for a week
before Nov. 17. The only report of an Orchard Oriole was one at
McGrath (R.W., Oct. 31). Two Rusty Blackbirds were at Kelso on
Nov. 17 (the Brodkins), and another was near Fillmore on Nov. 25
and 16 (R.W.) The female Hepatic Tanager which has wintered in
Oceanside for the past two years returned in November,
accompanied by a handsome male. A single Summer Tanager was
at Rancho Park, Dec. 23 (Terry C). An Indigo Bunting at Furnace
Creek Ranch on Nov. 18 (the Brodkins), and a Lazuli Bunting near
Fillmore on Nov. 22 (R.W.) were the last reports of these small
finches. A few Gray-headed Juncos were seen: two at Tapia Park
(Ed Nav., Nov. 28), and another on the Palos Verdes CBC, Dec. 30.
Tree Sparrows were unusually common in the Inyo-Mono region in
early November, with one at Oasis Ranch on Nov. 4, and an
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unprecedented six individuals at Furnace Creek Ranch the next day
(Hal Baxter and Bruce Broadbooks). Another stayed for a week near
Fillmore (R.W, Nov. 18 and 24). The Clay-colored Sparrow, at the
Arcadia Arboretum since Oct. 8, was last seen on Nov. 30. Another
was near Fillmore on Nov. 26 (R.W.). Also present, after Nov. 19,
were three Swamp Sparrows (also R.W.). Two Swamp Sparrows
were in an overgrown field north of Malibu Lagoon in late
December. Two McCown's Longspurs and a very bright Lapland
Longspur were found in the big bare field west of Cal-State
Dominguez on Nov. 5 (Roily Throckmorton and Jim Probst). \f?

Wildlife Slides
National Audubon's Western Education Center has begun to build a
much-needed collection of original color slides of western wildlife,
for use by Audubon chapters in education programs. If you have
good photos of birds, plants, reptiles, amphibians, or such, please
contact the Center at 376 Greenwood Beach Road, Tiburon,
California 94920.
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Sunday, February 18
California Yacht Club
Marina del Rey
$13.25 per person
For reservations, send check to LAAS, or call 876-0202 j

Field Notes Cont'dfrom Pg. 5
the face, while the yellow of the underparts is of a brighter
hue than that of the Western. In addition, the imm. Tropical
shows a distinct greenish patch on the sides of the breast, just
below the whitish chin and above the yellow belly and
lower breast. The back of the Tropical has a distinct greenish
rather than grayish cast, and the flight feathers are very
boldly edged with huffy. The tail of the species is also a useful
field mark, for it is brownish in color, and distinctly forked
(though this character may, at times, be difficult to note).
One of the best characters of the Tropical is the bill, which is
proportionately quite long and thick.
When attempting to differentiate the Cassin's and
Western, one should keep in mind that in late summer the
adults can look quite worn, with paler than normal overall
coloration, and underparts almost entirely lacking the
characteristic yellow cast. Also, during the brief period of
moult the diagnostic outer tail feathers of the Western are
lost, rendering useless the standard field guide mark.
Confusion can be avoided, however, if one remembers to
employ a variety of criteria whenever attempting the
identification of any of the species discussed here. L^
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CALENDAR
Los Angeles Audubon Headquarters, Library, Bookstore, and
Nature Museum are located at Audubon House, Plummer
Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 90046. Telephone:
876-0202. Hours: 10-3, Tuesday through Saturday.

Audubon Bird Report-call 874-1318

Field Trip Reservations
To make reservations for bus and pelagic trips, send a check payable to
LAAS plus a self-addressed, stamped envelope, your phone number,
and the names of all those in your party to the Reservations Chairman,
Audubon House. No reservations will be accepted or refunds made
within 4 days of departure. To guarantee your space make reservations as early as possible. Trips will be cancelled 30 days prior to departure if there is insufficient response.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10—McGrath State Beach. Meet at 8:00
a.m. at the north end of the bridge that crosses the lagoon. A great
opportunity to study wintering gulls, waterfowl, and shorebirds. If
the weather is rainy the trip will be rescheduled for the 24th of the
month, same time and place. Leader: Richard Webster, 805-487-1012.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13—Conservation Meeting, 8:00 p.m.,
Audubon House. All interested persons are welcome.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18—LAAS Annual Dinner, 6:30 p.m.,
California Yacht Club, Marina del Rey. For details see notice in this
issue.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24— Antelope Valley. Meet at 7:30 a.m.
along Hwy. 138, adjacent to the old mansion, about midway along
the southern edge of Quail Lake. Proceed north on 1-5 to Hwy. 138
turnoff, and go east about 3 miles to the meeting spot. We should
see wintering raptors, Mountain Bluebirds, and perhaps the
wintering adult male Tufted Duck at Quail Lake. Leader: Larry
Sansone, 463-4056.

SATURDAY, MARCH 24—Bodega Bay to Cordelle Bank Pelagic
Trip. Departure at 7:00 a.m. aboard the Sea Angler from Tides
Landing, Bodega Bay, with return at 2:30 p.m. Price: $22.00 per
person. Leaders: Jon Dunn, Phil Sayre, Arnold Small.
MONDAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 16-20—The Islands of Baja. A four-day
natural history tour sponsored by San Diego Audubon Society. The
85-foot H& M. Mascot VI will tour the Los Coronados, Todos
Santos, and the islands of San Martin, San Geronimo, and the
rarely-visited Isla Guadalupe— home of the elephant seals and
Guadalupe Fur Seal. Expert naturalists will lead the trip. Cost:
$255, all meals included. For info, write or call Bill Everett, 4461
Olive Avenue, La Mesa, California 92041 (714-464-7251).
SATURDAY, APRIL 28— San Pedro to Osborne Banks Pelagic THp.
Departure at 6:00 a.m. aboard the Vantuna from USC Dock at San
Pedro, with return at 6:00 p.m. Price: $18.00 per person. Leaders:
Jon Dunn and Olga Clarke.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24—Monterey Bay Pelagic Trip. Departure

is 8:00 a.m. from Sam's Fishing Cruises, No. 16 Fisherman's Wharf,
Monterey, with return at 3:00 p.m. Price: $16.00 per person. Leaders:
Arnold Small and Kimball Garrett, 477-5769.
SATURDAY, MARCH 3— Santa Barbara. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at
Andree Clark Bird Refuge. Exit from Hwy. 101 before reaching the
traffic lights at Cabrillo Blvd. and proceed under the fwy., turning
right into the dirt parking lot along the N.W. side of the lake. We
should see numerous Allen's Hummingbirds, plus those wintering
rarities still present. Leaders: Paul Lehman and Louis Bevier,
805-968-7394.

TUESDAY, MARCH 13—Evening Meeting, 8:00 p.m.,
Plummer Park. Noted field ornithologist Arnold Small
will explore The Lure of the Alaskan List— an account of
birding adventures in the outer islands of the Bering Sea.

Los Angeles Audubon Society
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, California 90046

California Birding Workshop
UCLA is offering an outstanding weekend workshop for birders
wishing to improve their identification skills, led by four of
California's most experienced field ornithologists: Kimball Garrett,
Jon Dunn, Lee Jones, and Arnold Small. Fee: $45. SaturdaySunday, March 10-11, 9-5 p.m. For info, call or write UCLA
Extension, 10995 Le Conte Avenue, L.A. 90025 (213-825-2401).

Northeast Birding
Three of the nation's top birders, Will Russell, Davis Finch, and Rich
Stallcup, have joined forces to offer an exceptional series of birding
workshops and field excursions during 1979. Among the highlights:
a Texas Birding Workshop at Corpus Christi, April 21-24, followed
by a South Texas field trip, April 25-May 2; a California Birding
Workshop at Monterey, Sept. 3-6; and a popular trip to Monhegan
Island, Maine, Sept. 26-Oct. 2. For a complete catalogue, including
fees, contact N.E.' Birding, Seal Harbor, Maine 04675 (207-276-3963).

Miss Ruth M, Price
20932 Balgair Circle
Huntington Beach, Calif. 92646
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