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The California Condor?
PartH

by Harrison Truitt Starr

D ended Part One of this article
( WESTERN TANAGER, October
1982) on the accidental death of a

condor chick while being weighed and mea-
sured by a field assistant to the biologists
heading the Condor Recovery Program, be-
cause it was a major turning point for this
joint effort of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and the National Audubon Society dedi-
cated to the "hands-on" approach of captive
breading, radio telemetry and habitat research
and protection. More important, it may also
be the turning point in the life or death of
this rare species, Gymnog)/ps, Californianus,
that they are trying to save.

A storm of protest and outrage engulfed
the leaders of the program, Noel Snyder of
U.S. Fish and Wildlife and John Ogden of
National Audubon, much of it from dedicated
"hands-off" people who had long opposed
any other conservation approach to the con-
dor except rigorous habitat protection as a
means for the bird to recover in the wild on
its own. Among the milder things said about
Snyder and Ogden were: they were blindly
ignoring all previous condor research; they
were insufficiently experienced to deal with
this unique bird; they were soulless biologi-
cal technicians interested only in Frankenstein-
like experiments which would lead to the
bird's extinction.

How could two experienced field biolo-
gists like Snyder and Ogden cause the death
of one of the most precious birds in the
world? Janet Hamber, Assistant Curator of
Vertebrate Zoology at The Santa Barbara
Museum of Natural History, has been study-
ing condors in Santa Barbara County since
1976, and it was her group that discussed the
nestling that Snyder, Ogden, Mrs. Hamber, a
field assistant skilled at rappelling, and a
motion picture cameraman, set out to weigh,
measure and photograph on June 30, 1980.
Five days earlier they had entered another
nest and weighed and measured the chick
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easily, but this second chick was a month
older and much larger than expected. The
field assistant who, with the cameraman had
rappelled down the steep cliff, couldn't weigh
it in the bag used previously and had to
improvise his knapsack. This prolonged the
handling and the chick began to show signs
of severe distress. The cameraman stopped
filming, moved in to help, but it was too late.
The chick died in their hands.

Buried in the avalanche of criticism that
ensued, very few of the details of this tragic
loss reached the public.

The facts are that the way this chick was
handled was the same as the techniques used
by all the field men who preceded the Con-
dor Recovery team, Carl Koford included.
They, upon several occasions, hog-tied chicks
and hoisted them up the sides of cliffs in
burlap bags to accomplish their weighing



and measuring. Janet Hamber who was at the
top of the cliff when the chick died said,
"The thing that bothers me is what's been
said, things like 'Cold-hearted scientists who
only want to manipulate the birds for their
career advancement—,' if only they could
have seen that camp when they brought the
chick in, could have seen the faces of the
people involved, they would have never made
that accusation. Everybody there was totally
wiped out—devastated. It was like a wake."1

Emphasizing how much there is to learn
about the condor, no one yet knows exactly
why this chick was so vulnerable to stress,
why it died, that there should have been
either a trained field biologist and or a vete-
rinarian skilled at rappeUing at the nest,
instead of a young assistant and a cameraman
is redtly acknowledged by both John Ogden
and Noel Snyder. Although Ogden has
handled over 300 offspring and 1,200 Wood
Stork nestlings, and never had a chick die,
both he and Snyder were insufficiently pre-
pared for what might happen to a condor
chick, a very different bird. They took too
casual an attitude, and for this crucial neglect
they, and the Condor Recovery Program, have
paid dearly ever since.

In the early 195O's, before the condor
became a magnet for all the conflicting views
of how men should treat the environment,
and before that debate came to the forefront
of public attention, the California Department
of Fish and Game issued to the San Diego
Zoo, which had successfully bred Andean
Condors, a permit to trap a pair of California
Condors for the same purpose. But before
the Zoo could move effectively, the McMillan
brothers, Carl Koford, U.C. Berkeley, National
Audubon (on the other side of the argument
then), and others formed a powerful political
coalition that resulted in the revocation of
the permit by the California Legislature and
the establishment of strict procedures for any
other permits to work with the great vulture.
This was a tame rehearsal for what was to
follow the chick's death thirty years later.

Beset by furious, vociferous "hands-off"
advocates, Huey Johnson, Secretary of the
California Department of Resources under
whose aegis Fish and Game and its five-
member Commission operates, added another
state body, The Condor Advisory Committee.
Its purpose was to carefully examine all activ-
ities of the Condor Recovery Program and
make recommendations to the Commission
and the Department of Fish and Game. But it
was headed by Steve Herman, a doctorate in
zoology from U.C. Davis specializing in pes-
ticides/wildlife relationships and endangered
species, who had recently testified at a state
hearing against "hands-on" proposals. It was
obvious, and understandable considering the
intensity and diversity of opinion, that the
State had, in the Advisory Committee, put a
brake on The Condor Recovery Program. What

was not understandable was that, although
Snyder and Ogden continuously requested it
for six months, no meeting could be arranged
between them and the committee because
the five members couldn't find a convenient
date! What also was not understandable was
the kangaroo court nature of subsequent
hearings at which, after submitting their plans
and requests in writing, neither Ogden nor
Snyder could respond while their critics and
opponents, responsible and irresponsible,
could testify at will. Nor were Ogden and
Snyder allowed to approach the Commis-
sioner because it would be considered "lob-
bying." They were in a kind of purgatory: on
the one hand leaders of a program to save
the condor from extinction; on the other,
continuously under a shadow of doubt arid
recrimination, unable to act except in the
most proscribed fashion. It took a year and a
half to get state permission to enter an inac-
tive nest for DDT testing.

Burr Herman, editor of the Point Reyes
Bird Observatory Newsletter made an admir-
able attempt to introduce reason into the bat-
tle in the Spring 1981 issues by balancing
some of the more knowledgeable contend-
ing voices. But in the same year, Friends of
the Earth published a book, "Capture or
Forever Free? The Condor Question . . .,"
which was an anthology of some of the pre-
viously published informed thinking from
"hands-off" people but it was unfortunately
peppered with a lot of irresponsible allega-
tions from other sources.

The book claims to be, "a loving portrait of
an extraordinary creature: the California
condor. . .", but, in fact, it slanted with mis-
information and inane anthropomorphisms
in an attempt to sanctify the F.O.E. "hands-
off' position. Following are quotes from some
of the more egregious examples:

1, ". . . the birds are excruciatingly sensitive
to human interference." Fact. The birds in
the air are often recklessly curious about
human beings and will on land sometimes
tolerate people to within 50 feet of them.
They have been observed feeding 200 yards
from a major highway. And, sometimes,
particularly during nesting, they are ex-
tremely sensitive to human interference.

2. ". . . and there is no proof thai the condor
population is presented in decline. We
suspect that population counts have been
juggled to give an illusion of steep decline
and to allege urgency." Really! The scientist
charlatans of the Recovery Program in their
Machiavellian maneuvering have lied about
the condor's decline in order to further
their destructive captive breeding plan!?!
Fact: All field biologists agree that in the
mid-sixties there were probably a minimum
of 40 birds. Until September 25 of this year
the estimate was between 20 and 30 birds.
That's a decline of at least a bird a year, but
it's much more serious than that as I will
show later in this article.

3. "What use to us is a great soarer that has
been handled, marked, laparotomozed, pop-
corned by zoo crowds, and radio tagged?"
Facts: Laparotomy (a sex determining opera-
tion) had been replaced in the program by
a less radical method. " . . . Popcorned by
zoo crowds!" Where, but in the writer's per-
fervid imagination was this to take place, as
the San Diego Zoo's excellent breeding
pens, where the Recovery Program proposes
capture breeding, are not open to the pub-
lic. The only honest question in this sent-
ence. What use to us is a radio tagged bird?",
is a serious one obfuscated by propagandis-
tic rhetoric.

I could go on but it would only exacerbate
a characteristic of the argument that we can
well do without.

The "hands-on" people have often been
accused of being indifferent to habitat protec-
tion, and Snyder replies:

"We've been branded as technological
manics. All we're concerned about is put-
ting radios on birds. This has evolved I
think because those are the only techniques
we need special permits to use, so, when
we go to the Fish and Game Commission,
we're not talking about the whole Condor
Program, we're talking about the part we
need a permit for. The opposition comes to
these permit hearings and attacks us for not
talking about other parts of the program. All
we hear from these people, is 'You're
unconcerned about habitat. You're indif-
ferent to the traditional methods.' They
have no idea what we're doing day-to-day
out there. Our major concerns are such
things as habitats."2

This seems to be as much a comment on lack
of communication as it is about habitat.

By August 5,1982 when the annual permit
review hearing was to be held in Sacramento
the Recovery Program was in low gear, and
there still was very little dialogue between
the opposing factors. Snyder and Ogden
wanted to take the two nestlings discovered
that year for captive breeding; wanted to take
first eggs of the next nestings in order to
induce double clutching, and wanted to cap-
ture three immature birds in order to provide
sufficient genetic diversity in the capture pro-
gram, and to build a captive population as
quickly as possible to avoid a truly dangerous
situation where there might be no wild birds
left to introduce them to. They also wanted
to proceed with radio telemetry. The Advi-
sory Committee was against practically all of
this and critical of lack of habitat emphasis in
the permit. There had even been talk of a
Habitat Specialist hired separately to remedy
this supposed deficiency.

Jesse Grantham is an Audubon field man
in the Recovery Program specializing in habi-
tat. He told me that a 10,000-acre ranch in the
country near Mt. Pinos where the condors
spend 3 to 4 months a year recently sold for
$ 11,000,000 They also frequent two adjoining



ranches, one of 245,000 acres, the other 15,000
acres. He says: "You can't go out and buy it. It
would take millions, even a billion dollars.
They move over 200 miles at least — we
don't yet know what the critical habitat is. It's
taken 2V4 years to get data on this one, Exactly
where else they go the other 9 months we
don't yet know. I've been out there 2'A years,
walking, crawling, running, driving and flying
through it, seeing it, looking at it carefully,
and sleeping in it and those guys are not out
there looking at the habitat and looking at
the birds. Now how can they get up (at these
hearings) and tell me, tell us how to run the
project, or what's needed. It's absurd!"3

The results of the hearing were: the field
biologists could take one egg, one nestling
(since taken and now in the San Diego Zoo)
and one immature bird as a mate for the only

definitely that they could account for only 19
birds in the wild. There was a slim possibility
that there were 1 or 2 more, very slim,
because for the first time in condor history,
there'd been more than 3 or 4 people involved
in the study.

These results were based on the most
complete information we've ever had. With a
wild population of even 22 birds, the Cali-
fornia condor, the most magnificent soaring
bird on the North American continent, is with-
in a breath of extinction.

When I began research for this article in
July 1982, Hold Bob Shanman, our new Los
Angeles Audubon President, Fred Heath, our
new Western Tanager editor, and the people
that I interviewed that I had no position, pro
or con, concerning the condor, that I wanted
to let the parties speak for themselves, and

captive adult condor, Topa Topa, a male
residing in the Los Angeles Zoo. There was to
be no telemetry, except, if the first immatures
captured were males, they could be radioed
and released. There was still talk of a separate
habitat effort.

National Audubon which had committed
$500,000 to the Recovery Program in the belief
that decisions would be made on the basis of
biological information began to have second
thoughts. They had never been involved in
an endangered species program before where
there was such contention. Noel Snyder, al-
though disappointed felt that at least the need
for captive breeding had been recognized,
though in an almost inadequate way. As in
habitat, he felt that without more telemetry
they were going to have a difficult time even
knowing what was happening to the birds.
He said, "The whole problem out there could
be one blasted oil sump, sopping up birds. It
could be that's what we're dealing with, and
a loss of even one bird at this stage is cru-
cial."4 He knew whereof he spoke because
he was close to the most certain knowledge
we've ever had of just how many condors
there were out there.

By September 25, 2V4 years of intense field
work and photography throughout the range
paid off, and Snyder and Ogden could say

allow the readers to make up their minds.
And that was pretty much true. Pretty much,
because like the McMillans, I too come from
Scottish-Irish immigrants who four genera-
tions ago pioneered hot dry ranching country
in this State. I too grew up in the country with
a reverence and profound respect for wild
things. And I too felt heartsore and grim about
the rabid exploitation of my native land in-
creasingly evident all about us. So, feeling as
the McMillans did, and suspicious of the
blessings of big government and the fruits of
man's scientific efforts (i.e., DDT, PCBs, 1080,
acid rain, culminating with the possibility of
nuclear holocaust), I had an innate bias, but I
thought in the interest of fairness I could
overcome it, I would read, listen and transmit
the voices that I heard to you.

I tried to do that, but even before I learned
of the precariously small number of birds, I
was beginning to suspect two things. First,
that captive breeding, with as little depletion
as possible of the wild stock was, as Noel's
wife, Helen Snyder, said, "Hay in the barn,
wood in the shed." It was a way to ensure
condors. No, not the same wild bird who
with the almost unseen flick of a few feathers
can alter its course 10 miles in a few minutes,
but a bird that with a little luck, and a faith in
the vast power of the genetic reserve might

be back in the wild in 10 years, soon regain-
ing its magnificient powers. Ian McMillan once
said that, "The moment it's (the condor)
down to the point of no return then, although
I'm not interested, I wouldn't oppose it (cap-
tive breeding)." I wish he would reconsider,
for without the interest of men like him, with-
out that kind of human partnership, the bird
has no chance at all,

The second thing I suspected and then
found to be true was that in addition to the
condor's easily identifiable worst enemies:
the irresponsible hunters, the commercial
poisoners of the land, the ambitious oil men
and dam builders, Ronald Reagan and his
front man, Watt, ORV recreationists, the
developers and those particularly vicious
people who believe that shooting condors
will further any of the preceding interests,
there was another, more subtle, much more
evasive and powerful enemy, not so easy to
identify because it was not a whole body, an
entity that could be singled out and dealt
with directly. It was the egos of the humans
who, all with the best intentions, and some
with considerable skills, had set out to save
the condor, disagreed, and then made that
disagreement into a crusade, complete with
the bankers of and personum arguments,
fluorescent rhetoric and obstinate misunder-
standings of their self-created opponents'
positions, An egocentric crusade that prev-
ented them from acting effectively with each
other to achieve their proclaimed goals.

Can we save the condor? Our "hands-on,"
can-do ingenuity at its worse has inflicted ter-
rible havoc on the bird and its habitat but at
its best can be employed judiciously by
knowledgeable humans in redemptive acts.
Yet that ingenuity can be used only if those
knowledgeable humans will recognize that
they must give up their "hands-on" versus
"hands-off" positions and sit down in good
faith and reason out common ground on
which to proceed vigorously to save the bird.
And, by so doing, not save ourselves—that's
too much to ask—but simply gain a little self-
respect, and perhaps be able to reverse the
poet's cynical line from, "Where every pros-
pect pleases, and only man is vile", to "Where
many of die remaining prospects are pleas-
ing because man isn't so bad after all." The
condor?

•Interview with author August 10, 1982.
interview with author August 7, 1982.
'Interview with author August 8, 1982.
'Interview with author September 14, 1982.

© 1982 Harrison Stan:



ABA - 1982 - Florida
by Dorothy Dimsdale

For fun and a great learning experience I
do recommend a biennial rendezvous with
the American Birding Association (ABA).
Preferably with a pre- or post-convention trip
to really ivallowin birds.

In April this year at Plantation, Florida, die
workshops which came before the birding
trips were outstanding, with color slides to
see, skins to examine, and above all, master-
ful speakers. Arnold Small, Guy McCaskie,
Ron Naveen, Tom Davis and Bill Clark were
superb. I learned more there than I have wifh
hours of solitary reading and as the speakers
were also leaders on the field trips, one had
the oportunity to exercise practical applica-
tion of what one had learned, with the
presence of the teacher.

Most of us were eager to see new species,
naturally, but that was far from the only rea-
son to attend. Florida has unique habitats to
explore — from the Dry Tortugas to the
Everglades, to Lake Okeechobee and places
between. There is also the pleasure of greet-
ing other birders whom one has met only at
previus conventions. It becomes like "old
home week."

I started at Marathon on a pre-convention
trip. Frankly the prospect of spending almost
three days on board ship, with my unsea-
worthy record, and actually sleeping there
did not gladden my heart. However, the Reef
Rover 11 skippered by Ed Davidson is a
lovely craft. There were 15 of us and, for
some reason I'll never understand, through
rough seas, on 10 to 15 foot waves, I man-
aged not only to stay well, but to have a mar-
vellous time. The food on board was excel-
lent. Fresh orange slices were served during
the day and cold drinks were always avail-
able. There were strawberries and pineapple,
fresh and cold for breakfast — cereal too, if
you wanted it. Apples and bananas for the
taking and the meals cooked by the skipper
and his mate were delicious and included
fresh homemade ice-cream!

I mention it because anyone who has had
"boat food" knows how unusual this is. In
addition were the birds! Roseate and Bridled
Terns, Audubon's Shearwater, Brown Booby,
and then on the Dry Tortugas, Sooty Terns
and nesting Brown Noddies, an estimated
80,000 of them. They all seemed to be argu-
ing at the tops of their voices — maybe the
Peregrine Falcon which made periodic
sorties to the nesting area caused a little extra
cocophany.

There was a White-tailed Tropic Bird over
Fort Jefferson immediately before we arrived,
and it appeared again as soon as we had left,
but a large number of conventioneers saw it
well. Fort Jefferson is a fascinating piece of
Americana and alone is well worth a visit.
Magnificent Frigatebirds hang over it like

paper kites in the sky. Round a fountain
inside the fort grounds sat about 20 Cattle
Egrets, but there was no food for them and
unless they took wing they would die there,
as had several before them. Their bodies lay
littering the ground. Here nature takes its
course; nothing is touched. Numerous va-
grants pause for rest and we saw Magnolia,
Bay-breasted and Prairie Warblers among
others, plus Black-whiskered and Red-eyed
Vireos and a Gray-cheeked Thrush. Later we
sailed off again and came upon Masked
Boobies and Sandwich Terns on one of the
small sandy keys while the sea seemed to
teem with flying fish, very easily mistaken for
pelagic birds.

After we left the Tortugas, we saw the Man-
grove Cuckoo on one of the Keys and at the
Marathon airport the Antillean Nighthawk
flew round us, giving its distinctive call,
which was particularly fortunate as the spe-
cies has just been recognized by the AOLJ.
The next evening on Everglades Park Re-
search Station Road, after hearing the Chuck-
wills-widow calling very loudly, one flew to

and fro across the road catching the bugs
attracted to our headlights and giving us an
excellent view at die same time. So ended
our pre-convention tour.

There is a severe drought in Florida at
present and it was sad on our first ABA bird-
ing day to see Corkscrew Swamp without
water. It was lush and green but the large
number of birds and animals usually so prev-
alent were nowhere to be seen — just a few
alligator tracks in the drying mud. No stand-
ing water at all, and no Wood Storks.

Florida and alligators go together and we
saw large numbers of them on the way to
Plantation. One must take great care to look
where one is stepping anywhere near water.
On our trips we saw Swallow-tailed Kites
over the Everglades and a Short-tailed Hawk
(light phase) in the Palmdale area. At Saw
Grass Recreation Camp on the way back
from Okeechobee we watched four Snail
Kites eating snails (of course!) and at other
locations there were Smooth-billed Anis,
White-crowned Pigeons, and lovely views of
Limpkins and Caracaras. There were several



"Wurdemann's" Herons; no one seems cer-
tain where they belong in the taxonomic
order.

Some memories will remain. One of 92
year-old birder John Frost holding up barbed
wire with both hands while standing on one
leg — the other one treading down more
barbed wire as I scrambled through the
fence looking for the Red-cockaded Wood-
pecker (permission had been obtained). We
didn't find any, but we easily saw a number
of Bachman's Sparrows in that area, singing
loudly, as well as Red-headed Woodpeckers
and Pine Warblers.

The two people I enjoyed meeting this
time were Scotty Cowherd aged 20, and his
grandfather, Arthur Baker. Their mutual inter-
est in birds and respect and affection for
each other was a pleasure to see.

The last morning, after two previous days
of excellent birding, was a glorious one. We
birded Greynolds Park, near Miami and
towards the end of the morning, there, hop-
ping about in the brush, appeared a Con-
necticut Warbler. At almost the same time a
call went up that there was an Eastern
Screech Owl (now a separate species from
the Western Screech Owl) in one of the trees
in the park. Jerry Maisel was watching over it
till we arrived. We saw and heard it call — a
faint oscillating wail as though far in the dis-
tance, and then, as it called, the bird's body
quivered from neck to tip of tail — and so
did we, with delight. We moved on to a
flooded field near Belle Glade where Fulvous
Whistling Ducks and a Monk Parakeet (which
is not a recognized AOU wild bird in Florida)
were seen close by and even closer in Jerry's
Questar.

What more could one want? In the hotel-
bound bus, Lee and Polly Hall of Dayton,
Ohio, had a suggestion.

"How would you like to take a quick drive
to see the Spot-breasted Oriole before your
final lunch?." I don't need to tell you the
answer. We went and we saw it and we were
so high we truly didn't need a plane to fly us
home to California!

The best bird of the convention was the
rare Black Noddy and there was a spontane-
ous round of applause when George Venatta,
with a wide grin, announced the sighting at
the penultimate dinner. My best bird? It's
hard to say. I saw 154 species, 24 of which
were life birds and I'd be hard put to pick a
best. I treasure each one.

It was a super convention and thanks go to
all concerned. In particular to Will Russell,
who led our pre-convention tour — I'm
going to have a hard time in the future
choosing between Will (Wings) and Victor
Emanual (Vent) tours, both are so highly
commendable. Now I'm waiting for the next
convention which they hope to hold in Van-
couver in 1984. See you there!

Audubon Camp
in the West
by Joe Zell

Once again, it is time for the LA Audubon
Society to consider prospective candidates
to receive scholarships to the Audubon
Ecology Camp in the West. I would like to
relate some of my experiences and impres-
sions from this summer and urge those of
you who may be interested to look into it
and apply for a scholarship to attend in 1983.

Like many of you, I had sat for years at
monthly Audubon meetings and heard the
announcements regarding Audubon Camp.
Last year they struck a new chord and I lis-
tened more attentively. It sounded interest-
ing, and since I'm a teacher, I'm always look-
ing for an inexpensive vacation. I asked for
and read a brochure, and it started looking
even better. I am a Social Studies (that cov-
ers everything) teacher who likes to expose
my students to more than names, dates, and
batdes. I try to stress conservation and ecol-
ogy, human involvement and the quality of
life. Audubon Ecology Camp looked just
great. I applied and lo and behold, received
a scholarship to the first session of 1982.

With two other campers-to-be, I drove off
to Wyoming. The Torrey Valley to be more
precise. We camped along the way and finally
got to the end of the paved road outside of
Dubois (pronounced: Doo-boys) Wyoming.
After some nine miles of "interesting" dirt
road, we arrived at the Trail Lake Ranch, a
place owned by the University of Wyoming
and leased every summer to the National
Audubon Society, It didn't look like the
Wyoming I had seen before: no Tetons with
their lush, dense forest. It was Great Basin
Sange Brush all around. But in the next 12
days, I came to love the Torrey Valley and
hated to leave when the session was over.
The Torrey Valley is a textbook example of a
glaciated river valley with a diversity of fauna
and flora from high desert to alpine varieties
(even Rosy Finches).

Audubon is an ecology camp. The pro-
gram emphasized the relationships of wild-
life, plants, soil and water; the need for their
conservation and the relation to human pro-
gress to their treatment and wise use. It was
a lot more that a pretty place to go birding,
although birding we did go. We were im-
mersed in a total program covering such
subjects as ecology, ornithology, aquatic
biology, vertebrates, invertebrates, botony
and geology. We took the time to look at the
world of the Torrey Valley and put each
community, each life zone, and each altera-
tion into historic and present day perspective.

The Ecology Camp In The West is staffed
by an assortment of well qualified and highly
accessible instructors. Their individual and
collective expertise was most impressive.
They were not only competent and thorough

but they were able to make learrning and
exploring nature fun. Through many simula-
tion activities and about 50 hours of field
study, the staff presented a comprehensive
and diverse educational program. The
"campers" were of all ages and walks of life
giving a refreshing mix and variety. There
was time to be alone and explore, hike or
just relax; nightly volleyball games and even
two spirited sessions of square dancing.

But wait a minute! This is an Audubon
camp. What about the birds? How about a
Whooping Crane with its Sandhill "parents"
spending the summer away from their Gray's
Lake, Idaho captive breeding program home.

All in all it was a wonderful experience I
shall not soon forget, and I owe it all to the
LA. Audubon Society for supporting such a
program with its funds. I heartily recommend
it to you as an enriching experience you'll
long appreciate. And you might even see a
few good birds.

Books
Now available in the book store at Audubon
House:
GULLS: A GUIDE TO IDENTIFICATION, PJ.
Grant, 1982, Enlarged and revised from the
author's articles in British Birds. World distri-
bution maps for each species and 376 black
and white photographs. Price $29.00.
A CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF DEATH VAL-
LEY NATIONAL MONUMENT, Larry L Norris
and William Schreier, 1982. This little booklet
coauthored by our own Larry Norris covers
one of the birding hot (not too much of a pun
intended) spots in California. It lists the 346
species recorded in the Monument and gives
their relative abundance during the four sea-
sons. Price $.60.

By-laws Change
In order to bring field trip leaders under the
insurance umbrella of the Board of Directors
(which includes all committee chairpersons
and members), it is necessary to change the
By-laws to include field trip leaders on the
Field Trip Committee while leading their
trip. The By-laws require that the member-
ship be informed at least 30 days before vot-
ing on the proposed change. This change
will be voted on at the December General
Meeting (Dec. 14), and will appear in the
November and December 1982TANAGER
The proposed change was voted on by the
Board at the September Board meeting and
affects Article 4, Section 14 of the By-laws.
The motion, which passed unanimously,
reads as follows:

For the purpose of inclusion in insurance
coverage for officers and directors, all lead-
ers of officially sanctioned field trips shall be
considered as officers of the Society while
acting in such capacity.

Copies of the complete By-laws may be re-
viewed at the House.



Conservation Conversation
by Sandy Wohlgemuth

I t is hard to believe, but two years
have passed since the present ad-
ministration won it overwhelming

victory at the polls. Appointments to cabinet
positions were announced and the country
watched and waited as a new political entity
took form. Many were hopeful for positive
change; a new broom was going to sweep
clean. By an large, the environmental move-
ment examined the credentials behind the
new faces, sighed deeplv, and exhibited
strong anxiety symptoras. Wise heads coun-
selled, "Now let's give the President a little
time, things will work out. . ."Conservation
leaders sat around tables and talked with
new people, hoping to establish a basis for
communication and compromise. As it turned
out, there wasn't any. The Secretary of the
Interior, after the first round of preliminary
sparring, came out swinging in the second
round. He's taken a few counter-punches
since then, but he is still the aggressive,
dangerous fighter with a determined man-
ager in his corner.

Most of us are familiar with the catalogue
of disasters that have been visited on the
land and the people since that fateful
November. What has emerged from the pat-
tern of atrocities is a determined effort to
take from the poor and give to the rich. We
will not dwell on the inflammatory and
debatable subject of cutting social programs
for the disadvantaged while smothering the
Pentagon with money. It is of a piece with
the same philosophy revealed in the approach
to the environment. We are faced with a
deliberate, daring and radical attempt to des-
troy the environmental gains made in the
last two decades under the cover of "getting
government off our backs" and balancing
the budget. When it has not been possible to
do away with legislation that protects our
health and natural resources, the administra-
tion has simply refused to enforce the law or
eliminated personnel and pleaded lack of
staff.

The Environmental Protection Agency,
once considered the most efficient and pro-
ductive of all federal agencies, is in a sham-
bles. Its former reputation was the result of
dedication to its mission and to the non-
bureaucratic freedom given its scientific and
regulatory staff. Under Anne Gorsuch many
of its most valuable people have been fired
or have resigned in disgust. Administrators
with solid environmental experience have
been replaced by former industry honchos
and Reagan campaign organizers. Though
the workload had increased sharply in the
last two years (EPA is responsible for clean
air, clean water, pesticides, hazardous wastes,

toxic substances, ocean dumping) the work
force and the budget to pay for it have been
drastically cut. It is the inescapable conclu-
sion of competent observers that EPA is being
consciously dismembered because of the
short-sighted views of an administration
responsive mainly to the interests of short-
sighted polluters.

The headlong pursuit of profit is clearly
demonstrated in the leasing program of the
Interior Department. Offering the entire
Outer Continental Shelf to an oil industry
that is glutted with oil means that bidding
for drilling leases will be relatively low —
and so will the government's income. Inte-
rior wants to se#vast acreages of public coal
and timber lands to private interests — again
in quantities that will ensure the lowest pri-
ces and the highest potential profit to the
private sector. Thus a new and formidable
approach to public land is developing. In
graceless bureaucratese it is known as "Pri-
vatization." It is put forth as a sure-fire means
of balancing the budget, of overcoming the
astronomical deficit, an aide to Senator Paul
Laxalt (R-Nev) says, "You can made an anal-
ogy to business. When a business gets in
trouble, it sells off excess capital. Some of
these public lands are excess capital." This
view is shared by many key officials in the
Administration. They aren't talking about lit-
tle bits and pieces of land here and there,
but up to 100 million acres of OUR property!
This is no wild fantasy spun off in a bull
session over a fifth of scotch, but the real
McCoy. (Interesting that the business anal-
ogy comes so easily to the lips.) The key
element here is the prospect of delicious
profits. Forget about other values: scenic
beauty, scientific and historical data,
archaeological exploration, wilderness, wild-
life habitat. In short, the very quality of life is
subordinated to a mythical economic emer-
gency. Besides, everyone knows that the pri-
vate sector is more efficient . . . . One further
comment: a business can replenish its capi-
tal when things get better; can a nation ever
replace the precious capital of its land?

The thrust of the first half of the adminis-
tration's tenure challenges many assumptions
held by most Americans. We are asked to
consider the question: what is the function
of government? Calvin Coolidge said that
the business of government is business. Is it
symbolic that Ronald Reagan replaced the
picture of Thomas Jefferson in the Oval office
with that of Calvin Coolidge? (Not Teddy
Roosevelt or even Eisenhower, but Coolidge.)
It the vision of government as an aloof by-
stander to the morality of the marketplace
valid for out time? Is the private sector ade-

quate or equipped or motivated to think of
future generations and health of the ecos-
phere? Or the health of the present
generation?

The bipartisan efforts of the Congress and
the presidents for the last forty years reflect
the deep desire of the American people for a
livable world. The Reagan record clearly
runs counter to that yearning for a clean and
pleasant land. It is a radical attempt to return
to an unregulated 19th century laissez-faire
economy when children were perfectly free
to work a 12-hour shift in the mines. When
the captains of industry paid no income
taxes and disclaimed any responsibility for
the safety of their employees. When no one
seemed concerned about the destruction of
virgin forest or the massive consumption of
Eskimo curlews and other "market birds."
None of these dreadful spectres will material-
ize, of course, but the current Washington
nostalgia for a hands-off government is
heading in that direction. Let us hope that
the taxpayers and voters catch on in time.

If your TANAGER reaches you before
November 2nd, Los Angeles Audubon urges
you to vote YES on:

Proposition 11 — The Can and Bottle
Recycling Initiative

1. Saves energy
2. Saves raw materials
3. Reduces litter
4. Creates jobs

Proposition 13 — The Water Resources
Conservation & Efficiency Act

1. Stops over-pumping of groundwater
2. Stops giveaway of cheap water to agri-
business and offers an incentive to
conserve,
3. Provides protect ions against
damming and diverting public rivers and
streams for private use

Ask your family and friends to vote YES



BIRDS OF
SOUTHERN

CALIFORNIA

Status and Distribution
By KimbaU Garrett and Jon Dunn

with Une drawings by Lee Jones

Not since Grinnell and Miller's The Distribution of the Birds of
California was published in 1944 has there been such a definitive
treatment of the status and distribution of southern California's
birds. This 400 page book contains species by species accounts of the
500+ birds recorded in this rich area. Essential for the casual birder
as well as the serious student of distribution; a must for the occasional
visitor as well as the long-time resident.

Featuring:
•Bar Graphs: Month by month

status of each species for quick
reference

•Maps: Showing the breeding rang-
es of selected species

•Complete Species Accounts: Infor-
mation on breeding range, habi-
tats, seasonal movements, unusu-
al records, and more

•Additional Material on habitats,
population trends, bird move-
ments, literature, species record-
ed only from northern California,
etc.

The Birds of Southern California
is available in hard cover for $18.96.
Add $1.50 for postage and handling.
California residents add 6.5% sales
tax ($1.23).
Send checks payable to LAAS to:

"Southern California Birds"
Los Angeles Audubon Society
7377 A Santa Monica Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90046 Published by the

Los Angeles Audubon Society

Excerpts from reviews for
Birds of Southern California:
Status and Distribution
British Birds (Vol. 75 No. 4, April 1982)
"A model avifauna for a defined region,
comparable to the best of our familiar county
avifaunas" ". . . this book is obviously a
'must' for anyone intending to visit San
Diego, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara and
environs"

Wilson Bulletin (Vol. 94 No. 2, June 1982)
"The authors have done their homework"
"In summary, this is a well-conceived and

well-executed book, enhanced by the fine
line drawings of H. Lee Jones. Perhaps better
than any other recent book it illustrates the
sophistication of well-trained birders and the
ever-increasing contribution they are mak-
ing to knowledge of the changing patterns
of avian distribution. It is a strong addition
to the regional literature and will be a stand-
ard reference for California for a long time."

The Linnaean Newsletter
(Vol. 35 No. 8, January 19820 '

"This is a very sophisticated and tightly-
edited work and would be of great value to
members planning California birding vaca-
tion trips".

American Birds (Vol. 35, September 1981)
"More than 30 line drawings by Lee Jones
are precise, detailed renditions which subtly
express the character of each of the birds
illustrated". "This is a job very well done and
a pleasure to recommend"

Sunset (November 1981)
"Garrett and Dunn are heavyweights in the
birding world, and they've joined to produce
a first-rate work"

The Chat (Vol. 45 No. 4, Fall 1981)
"This is an attractive and informative book—
a must for any bird student who lives in
southern California, visits or plans to visit
there, or simply wants to be well-informed
about the bird life of the West Coast" "Los
Angeles Audubon Society is to be congratu-
lated for publishing an outstanding
book

Continental Birdlife (Vol. 2 Number 4,
August 1981)

"The combination of bar-graphs, maps and
detailed text guarantees that the user will
never be in doubt as to the significance of
his or her own observations in Southern
California." "We hope that someday all bird
book authors will practice the same level of
scholarship—and produce books as thorough
and reliable as this one."

AFIELD GUIDE TO THE

•fexttyU'lD BRDSOOETYOF.MMN
lustrations i y SHNJ WC4NO

A comprehensive field guide to Japanese birds,
in English, and in color, using the Peterson
System of indicating field marks with arrows on
the plates.

This book will also prove useful in identifying
birds in Alaska, Eastern Siberia and China.

$25.00 Plus $1.50 shipping. Calif, res. add tl.63
sales tax.

Los Angeies Audubon Society, Inc.
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90046 (213)876-0202
Sole US. Distributor



Book Reviews
by Kimbatl Garrett

WOODPECKERS OF THE WORLD
by Lester L Short
Delaware Museum of Natural History Green-
ville, Delaware. Monograph Series No. 4,1982.
xviii + 676 pp., incl. 101 color plates by
George Sandstrom. $99.95.

THE PLOVERS, SANPIPERS, AND SNIPES
OF THE WORLD by Paul A. Johnsgard.
University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln and
London, 1981. xvi + 493 pp., plus 57 color
photos, 3 color plates, 135 maps, 80 figures,
60 black-and-white photos; numerous line
drawings by the author, $4ci 00

Both books available through L.A.A.S. book-
store.

Monographs covering major bird groups
have shown a marked resurgence in recent
years, a trend welcomed by those book-
minded birders and ornithologists who are
able to budget considerable sums of money
to their pursuit. Treatments have ranged from
relatively spare (such as Goodwin's never-
theless excellent Crows of the World at
$28.50) hundred bucks elsewhere, but those
who wish to be stimulated by a model
treatment to dedidedly lavish and downright
unaffordable (consider the upcoming work •
on kingfishers and their allies by Forshaw
and Cooper—the six volume set will com-
mand a few hundred bucks per volume!).
The recent works reviewed here cover, on a
worldwide scale, two diverse and fascinating
groups which have become "favorites" of
countless students of nature.

The need for comprehensive treatments
of woodpeckers and shorebirds (or "wad-
ers" if you will, but I, too, am baffled by the
title "plovers, Sandpipers, and Snipes") can't
be questioned. The ways in which Drs. Short
and Johnsgard have fulfilled this need
exemplify two disparate approaches to the
writing of major treatises, and I'll hasten to
point out that Short's approach has served us
far better in this instance.

To say that Les Short has been thorough
and painstaking in the development of
Woodpeckers of the World is to understate
the care that went into the production of a
virtually flawless work. It also understates
the frustration I felt, as a sometime student
of woodpeckers for the past seven years,
awaiting year-by-year the 'imminent' release
of this major work. Short has been studying
woodpeckers since 1955, and the evolution
of his new work goes back to at least the
mid-1960s. The results certainly vindicate
his "patient" (but obviously hard-working)
approach: the text is essentially error-free,
the design and layout is simple but clean
and attractive, and the plates by George
Sandstrom are beautiful and accurate rendi-

tions which properly draw attention to the
birds themselves while still placing them in
a habitat context. It is clear that this book
was written by someone who has given
much thought to the biology (and no doubt
the aesthetics) of woodpeckers; to quantify
this, I might point out that 44 of the approx-
imately 430 references listed were authored
by Dr. Short (most of these being scholarly
papers dealing directly with woodpeckers).

Short presents an introduction to wood-
peckers (family Picidae), covering plumages
and structural adaptations, behavior (with an
emphasis on displays and vocalizations), and
zoogeography and evolution (culminating
in a classification of the Picidae which has,
incidentally, been followed in the newAO.U.
Check-list). These topics cover virtually 'all
aspects of woodpecker biology, and receive
much elaboration in the species accounts
(which average some 2V4 pages per species
for just under 200 species). Short hints of a
planned future treatise which will cover
comparative woodpecker biology even more
thoroughly. Species accounts contain sections
titled Range Summary, Diagnostic Features,
Description, Distribution and Habitat (no
range maps are provided), Foraging Habits,
Voice, Displays, Interspecific Interactions,
Breeding, Roosting, and Taxonomy. Specific
references are provided for nearly all spe-
cies. The accounts feature liberal biological
comparisons with related species. Each color
plate illustrates one to six species, showing
all major intraspecific variations (both sexes
and various subspecies are frequently shown;
even hybrids—such as those involving the
Nuttall's Woodpecker—may be shown).
Those of us with limited or no field expe-
rience outside of North America will be
impressed by the variety in woodpecker
plumages and the range of color shown
within a family whose North American repre-
sentatives are predominantly black, white,
and red.

It should be noted that measurements
given are generally restricted to within-
species ranges for weight and wing-length;
one might have wished for a more generous
dose of measurements (e.g. culmen length
and breadth). I bring up this point because
of the fascination ecologist and have for a
comparative view of such measurements, and
because I couldn't find fault with any other
aspect of this treasure-trove of knowledge
and beauty. Those just interested in a coffee
table bird book may elect to spend their
hundred bucks elsewhere, but those who
wish to be stimulated by a model treatment
of a unique and fascinating group of birds (a
treatment which wouldn't shame any coffee
table, by the way) will certainly want to start
saving their pennies to buy this work.

Paul Johnsgard has given us a much-
needed world-wide treatment of the shore-
birds, that intriguing and varied group which
fascinates us here in southern California
through its complex pattern of migrations.
Treated are the plovers (Charadriidae),
sand-pipers and snipes (Scolopacidae), and
the smaller families which include the
avocets and stilts, the ibis-bill, the oyster-
catchers, the Magellanic Plover (given family
status here), the Painted Snipes, and the
Jacanas. Missing are the Thick-Knees, the
Crab-Plover, the Pratincoles and Coursers (of
which the Egyptian Plover has been the sub-
ject of a recent monograph by U.C.LA's Dr.
Thomas Howell), the Sheathbills, and die
Seedsnipes; Johnsgard emphasizes the
uncertain relationships of these families to
the "typical shorebirds" in his decision not
to include them.

Unlike Les Short and his woodpeckers, Dr.
Johnsgard is not a veteran student of shore-
birds. He is best known for his works on
waterfowl, and has contributed much to our
understanding of comparative waterfowl
courtship behavior. He has also published
major works on North American game birds
and on the birds of the Great Plains. One
feels, in fact, that he is a publisher's groove,
and that shorebirds seemed like the logical
next step after waterfowl and gamebirds.
The seeds of this shorebird book go back
only to 1977, and one wishes that the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press had given Johps-
gard another year or so to more thoroughly
compile and proof the book. And in contrast
to Short's scholarly devotion to woodpeckers,
it is alarming that Johnsgard's 500 references
contain only one authored by himself (and
that was the Great Plains book which didn't
deal directly with shorebirds). This book's
numerous annoying errors would have been
minimized were the author more familiar
with his subject.

On the positive side, I should strongly
stress the wealth of information to be found
in this work, Johnsgard's review of the habi-
tats, foods, social behavior, reproductive
biology, and evolutionary relationships of
each species make this book and invaluable
addition to the library of any serious bird
person. This is the prolific Johnsgard at his
best. Less satisfactory are the descriptions
(Holartic species are covered better else-
where, but there's still a lot of information
here which is especially valuable for the non-
Holarctic species) and the range descriptions.
In the latter case, breeding ranges are rather
well described and mapped, but non-
breeding ranges and migration routes are
treated sketchily. The birder will be dis-
appointed to find that Johnsgard has not
considered extra-limital records or minor
migration pathways. From reading this book,
one would have no way of knowing, for
example, that Ruff or Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
had ever been recorded in North America!



The world-wide scope had caused the
author to modify some well-known names
(e.g. "Sandplover" for our Snowy Plover),
but his choices can often be annoying. Our
common Smipe Gallinago gallinago, is simply
called "Snipe", a throwback to a unfortunate
British custom, Calidris tennirostris is called
"Great Knot" in the text but "Eastern Knot"
in the plate caption. Annoying is the author's
policy of using English names for subspe-
cies; because of this I'm at times hopelessly
confused as to what he considers a subspe-
cies versus a full species (without refering to
the text). This policy also leads to some
rather cumbersome names—e.g. "American
Lesser Golden Plover" or "African Spur-
winged Lapwing",

Plovers, Sandpipers, and Snipes is liberally
illustrated with attractive (though not always
accurate) pen and ink drawings, and color
and black-and-white photos. Color paintings
illustrate downy plumages of selected spe-
cies (by Jon Fjeldsa) and an adult Eskimo
Curlew (James McClelland). The rush job
rears its ugly head as photo plates of Black-
tailed Godwit (plate 55) and Lesser Golden
Plover (b&w plate 6) turn out to be Bar-
tailed Godwit and Black-bellied Plover,
respectively. Perhaps the publisher is at fault
here, as in the reversed caption on p. 246 or
the incorrect caption on p. 267. But only
Johnsgard can be blamed for sticking an extra
toe on a Little Ringed Plover (p. 182) or for
reversing the text descriptions of the races of
Bar-tailed Godwit.

Johnsgard's field identification hints are if
little value. In fact, his "Summary of Field
Marks of Confusing 'Peeps'" (p. 228) will
virtually guarantee that the reader will remain
(or become) confused for a long time: in
this table the author hopelessly mixes the
three major plumages worn by shorebird
species—basic, alternate, and juvenal.

I've learned a great deal from this book.
Johnsgard has brought together more shore-
bird biology than has ever graced a popular
English language book, Especially enlight-
ening are his accounts of unfamiliar south-
ern hemisphere species, and of that great
mess of snipes. The usefulness of the book
is diminished by its numerous sloppy errors
(the combined product of a rush to publica-
tion and Johnsgard's relatively recent entry
into the world of comparative shorebird
biology), but such shortcomings can be par-
tially overlooked because of the book's
strengths.

Reviewed by Kimball Garrett, Section of
Ornithology, Los Angeles County Museum of
Natural History.

President's Corner
by Bob Shanman

National Audubon's first ever Annual
Dinner outside of New York will take place
this week at the Biltmore Hotel. If our mail-
ing schedule is good, you should be reading
this on November 1st or 2nd, and still have
time to make your reservations for this big
event. Contact Doug Buckmaster at Nation-
al's Pasadena office at 441-3466 by November
3 to make your reservations. We are looking
forward to seeing many of you at this excit-
ing event.

This month's lead article concludes Harri-
son Starr's 2-part series on the current crisis
of the California Condor. Harrison has done
an excellent job of researching this story,
traveling up and down the State to interview
the key people involved in the captive
breeding controversy, and summarizing the
past history of the Condor. Harrison had
planned to stay neutral in this fight, but, as
he points out, he was forced to take a posi-
tion on the weight of the information that he
gathered--a position that many others have
already taken. After reading the article, why
not drop a line to the editor and let him
know your position on this extremely
important effort.

On the same subject, it appears that
National will continue to stay involved in the
Condor Program for at least this coming year,
in spite of their displeasure with their cur-
rent Fish and Game permit. Your Board of
Directors has taken the position of en-
couraging National to continue for at least
this year, as we feel too much is at stake or
them not to be involved, And we, as the key
chapter in the effort to keep them involved,
must continue to show National that we
support this program. As I pointed out in last
month's column, each of us can show our
support by contributing to the 1AAS Condor
Fund. If you have not done so already, why
not mail in your contribution to the fund
today. Use the convenient envelope provided
in the October issue of the TANAGER. Send
your contributions to Audubon House.

November begins our annual search to
find five deserving recipients for scholarships
to Audubon Camp of the West, held each
summer in Wyoming, Joe Zell, one of last

year's winners, briefly describes his exper-
ience in an accompanying article in this issue.
If you know someone 18 years or older who
is concerned about our environment, why
not nominate him or her for a sholarship.
For more information, contact this year's
Scholarship Chairperson, Andrea Kaufman,
on Tuesday or Friday at the House, 876-0202.

Another series of events which we begin
planning for in November are the annual
Christman Bird Counts. Our newest count—
the Antelope Valley—will again be led by
Fred Heath. Jean Brandt and Kimball Garrett,
traditional count leaders, will again be lead-
ing the Malibu Count. Ian Austin and I will
attempt to organize the Los Angeles Count.
More information on the counts will be on
the tape beginning about the middle of
November, and in the December TANAGER.
In the meantime, if you are interested in
helping or participating, contact the count
organizers.

Two other upcoming events which we are
looking forward to include the Member's
Photography Contest, to be held at the Janu-
ary meeting and our own Annual Banquet in
February. More details on both in the
December TANAGER,

Don't forget that November 2 is Election
Day. Regardless of your stand on the issues,
remember to vote.
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Birds of the Season
by Shum Suffel

N ovember is the start of winter for
the birds. Migration is over, except
for a few stragglers, and most birds

have settled in for the season. It is interesting
that many birds return to the same place win-
ter after winter and may even set up loosely
guarded territories, similar to those in the
nesting season. This is not lb.ually noticed
among the commoner species, as individuals
are not readily recognizable unless banded,
but certain rarer birds, such as the Hepatic
Tanager which returned to Rancho Park for
seven consecutive winters in the late sixties
or the Greater Pewee at Griffith Park for the
last three winters, were among the dependa-
ble returnees.

The overnight LA.A.S. trip from Oxnard to
the waters off the northern Channel Islands
on 29 August had birds in view continually,
with hundreds of Pink-footed and Sooty-
Shearwaters plus three Buller's (New
Zealand) Shearwaters, at least forty leach's
Storm-Petrels, and several Black and Ashy
Storm-Petrels. Three South Polar Skuas,
several Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers,
and at least one Long-tailed Jaeger were
special treats. Four Sabine's Gulls and at
least a dozen each of Common and Arctic
Terns were seen, but the only alcids were
Cassin's Auklets. The marine mammal list
included Pacific White-sided and Common
Dolphins plus close views of a Fin Whale.
The Western Field Ornithologists' (W.F.O.)
trips from San Diego to San Clemente Island
on 10 and 12 September were similar, with
the addition of three and four Red-billed
Troplcblrds, two and six Least Storm-
Petrels, several Black-vented Shearwaters,
two Common Murres, and a single Rhino-
ceros Auklet; a disappointment was the lack
of Craven's Murrelets. The L.A.A.S. trip from
San Pedro to San Clemente Island on 19 Sep-
tember was disappointing; most of the action
was in the San Pedro Channel where there
were scattered Pink-footed, Sooty, and
Black-vented Shearwater, several Poma-
rine and three probable Long-tailed Jaeg-
ers, a single Sabine's Gull, and two Com-
mon Murres. The stand-out birds were a
South Polar Skua in the channel (seen by
only a. few) and an adult Red-billed Tro-
picbird near San Clemente Island (which
was well-viewed by everybody and saved the
trip),

The Olivaceous (Neotropic) Cormor-
ant continued to be seen mornings and
evenings in the cormorant colony at the north
end of the Salton Sea (N.E.S.S.), but still there

were no boobies or spoonbills. Two late fri-
gatebirds were at Dana Point on 13 August
(Loren Hays) and just off King Harbor on 6
September (Nancy Spear). Nancy also had a
Black Tern (scarce along the coast) in the
mixed tern flock there. Least Bitterns
fledged two young at the Whittier Narrows
New Lakes according to Natasha Antonovich
who observed their nesting progress. From
the same area comes a report that the Wood
Stork which wandered around eastern LA.
County in 1981 was being seen again. A sin-
gle White-faced Ibis, a rare transient through
the deserts in fall, was in the Tecopa Marsh,
Inyo Co., on 12 September (Rick Clements).
Rick also had a Red-shouldered Hawk at
Furnace Creek Ranch on 12 September, where
they also are "rare transients". Six Swain-
son's Hawks were riding the thermals
directly over the road on the east side of Mt.
Pinos on 16 August (Bob Van Meter and Cliff
Pollard). This was undoubtedly one of the
few small migrating flocks which remain from
the large flocks of former years.

Shorebirds again received maximum atten-
tion, as they have since early July. There were
unprecedented numbers of Solitary Sand-
pipers below San Diego, with 25 reports and
a maximum of 18 in one day (28 August,
Elizabeth Copper et at). Doug Willick spot-
ted three Solitaries the same day in San Diego
Creek, Irvine, and also on the 28th there
were seven at Edwards Air Force Base marsh
near Lancaster (Guy McCaskie et at). A new
shorebird for die Antelope Valley's growing
list was a Wandering Tattler which re-
mained at the Edwards AFB marsh 4-6 Sep-
tember (Jon Dunn et at). Pectoral Sand-
pipers became more numerous as September
progressed, e.g. one at McGrath on 21 August
(Onik Arian), three at N.E.S.S. (where there
are few records) on 19 September (Bill Grant
and Dan Guthrie), eight along the Santa Ana
River in Anaheim on 21 September (Doug
Willick), and eight at the small ponds on the
Pepperdine Malibu campus on 25 September
(Kimball Garrett), At N.E.S.S. Bill and Dan
also found hundreds of Western Sandpip-
ers suffering and dying of botulism. They
rescued thirty of these for later treatment and

Send any interesting bird observations to:
Shum Suffel, 1105'No. Holliston Ave.

Pasadena, CA 91104.

release. Reports of Baird's Sandpipers came
primarily from the Antelope Valley (with a
maximum of 55 near Lancaster on 28 August);
among those on the coast were three and five
along the Santa Ana River in Anaheim on 13
and 20 August (Doug Willick) and two at
McGrath on 17 August (Onik Arian). The top
shorebird was a Buff-breasted Sandpiper
on the sod farms at Pt. Mugu (Tom Wurster,
10 September). An earlier Buff-Breast was
near Petaluma in northern California.

The summering Mew Gull at the Lancaster
Sewage Ponds remained through August; this
is our only desert record away from the Sal-
ton Sea. An early report of a Black-legged
Kittiwake from McGrath on 7 September
(Jean Brandt and Phil Sayre) undoubtedly
Involved a bird summering locally. Two Para-
sitic Jaegers and a Red Phalarope were
also there. A Sabine's Gull along the Santa
Ana River in Anaheim (Doug Willick, 15 Sep-
tember) was a very rare bird fifteen miles
inland. Another Sabine's dropped by the
Edwards AFB marsh briefly in early September.
More than twenty Gull-billed Terns at
N.E.S.S. (Brian Keelan, 28 August) was a high
count there as they are usually seen at the
south end.

Each year there are scattered reports
of White-winged Doves from the
coast. This year most sightings were

in the San Diego area: Pt. Loma on 26 and 28
August and below San Diego on 2 September
(Richard Webster), and near Mission Bay on
12 September (Elizabeth Copper). Another
was near Pt. Mugu on 4 September (Kimball
Garrett). The young Chimney Swift, men-
tioned last month, survived to fly with its
parents. Black Swifts were seen in Santa
Anita Canyon as late as 17 September (Rick
Gordon), and a migrant was feeding over the
San Joaquin Marsh in Irvine (Shum Suffel, 28
August). Migrating flocks of Vaux's Swifts
were widely seen during the inclement
weather of September.

Traditionally, a few Eastern Kingbirds
come through in early September: three at
the Andre Clark refuge in Santa Barbara, with
singles inland at Furnace Creek Ranch and
Deep Springs. Empidonax flycatchers were
moving through, with Willows and West-
erns most often seen, a few Hammond's
identified, and a single Least at Big Syca-
more Canyon (Donna Dittman and Larry San-
sone, 14 September). A card from Jerry John-
son tells of two Red-eyed Vireos at Oasis,
Mono Co., on 7 September; closer to home,
Phil Sayre found one in Tapia Park on 21
September. The summering White-eyed
Vireo in Goleta stayed well into September.

Warblers, particularly vagrants, were of great
interest, as they will be until early November.
An adult male American Redstart was at
the Turtle Rock Nature Center in Irvine on 24
August (Doug Willick). Later redstart reports
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included nine below San Diego, five plus in
Orange Co., two along the Topanga/Malibu
coast, and several in Santa Barbara and Ven-
tura Counties, and inland in the Inyo/Mono
region. The only Prothonotary Warbler to
date was found below San Diego on 14 Sep-
tember by Steve Ganley. Another rarity, a
Worm-eating Warbler, was located in
Goleta on 9 September by Paul Lehman. A
Virginia's Warbler in the Newport Beach
Environmental Nature Center was thought to
be the same bird which has been there for
the past two winters (Sylvia Ranney, 4 Sep-
tember). Three Lucy's Warblers were below
San Diego between 22 August and 13 Sep-
tember (Guy McCaskie and Elizabeth Copper).
An early "Audubon's" Warbler was in Gerry
Haigh's Topanga yard on 3 September, but
the "hordes" had'nt arrived as of late Sep-
tember. Two Blackpolls at Harbor Lake on
12 September were the first ones reported
(John Ivanov). A Blackburnlan came on
board the W.F.O. boat to San Clemente Island
on 10 September, and anotherwas at Carpin-
teria Creek below Santa Barbara. Jeri Langham,
down from Sacramento for the W.F.O. Con-
vention, found a Chestnut-sided below San
Diego on 12 September; anotherwas on the
Oxnard Plain (Paul Lehman). A single Oven-
bird was at Furnace Creek Ranch on 12 Sep-
tember (Rich Clements). The only coastal
Northern Water-thrushes were at Harbor
Lake (John Ivanov, 22 September), at Tapia
Park (Sandy Wohlgemuth, 23-26 September),
and near Santa Barbara, but five were seen in
the Inyo/Mono region on 4-5 September, two
were at Deep Springs on the 7th (Jerry John-
son), and one was at Scotty's Castle on the

I lth (Rick Clements). A Red-faced Warbler
on Pt, Loma 11-12 September (Richard Webs-
ter) was only the second coastal sighting
(both from Pt. Loma). Four reports of Can-
ada Warblers in September were unprece-
dented: in Topanga Canyon on 3 September
(Gerry Haigh); at Goleta on 9 September
(Paul Lehman); at Big Sycamore Canyon on
II September (Ed Navojosky); and east of
Lancaster on 19 September (Kimball Garrett).

The range expansion of Great-tailed
Grackles along our coast continued with
one at Whittier Narrows and another at Refu-
gio Beach, north of Santa Barbara. A Scarlet
Tanager at Carpinteria Creek was of casual
occurrence and one of the earliest fall records
on the coast. The increasing reports of
Summer Tanagers locally stimulates our
interest in the subspecific status of these birds
(see Garrett and Dunn, p. 330). The tanagers
breeding at Morongo Valley were still there
on 14 September (Rick Clements); they are
of the western race cooperi. Formerly, the
coastal sightings were thought to pertain
mostly to vagrants of the eastern race rubra.
But now, with little or no collecting being
done, we do not know the origin of our
increasing numbers of Summer Tanagers. In
addition to the birds cited last month, the
number of tanagers at the Arcadia arboretum

From the Editor
by Fred Heath

I've now survived three issues of the
TANAGER . . . bearly. I must take a few lines
to thank my wife Michelle for putting up
with me as each deadline arrives . . . phone
calls at all hours for last minute changes,
people dropping by at all hours to drop off
material and me running here and there to
get that last photo or proof-read the issue at
the printer. I really shouldn't put the above
in print, it will probably be used by her in
divorce court.

Doing the TANAGERhas not however been
completely negative. In fact, it's been quite a
learning experience. I find myself very con-
cerned with the exact meanings of words
and I've already allowed at least one error in
usage to be printed. It was the word fledg-
lingupon which I stumbled. Fledgedmeans
able to fly. To fledge a bird is to rear it until it
can fly. The word comes from an Anglo-
Saxon word meaning to fly. A fledgling is a
young bird just fledged. Thus a bird in a nest
which has not yet taken his first flight is a
nestling not a fledgling.

Another couple of words which I had a
slight problem with were juvenal and juve-
nile, The former being an adjective and the
latter being either an adjective or a noun.
Since the author had used them correctly, I
was clean. However, I did notice that both

spellings were used as an adjective in the
same article. So much for consistency.

While on the subject of words, it was
brought to my attention that we sometimes
are using difficult words especially to des-
cribe parts of birds. I myself have to dig
deep to know where on a bird its tertiaries,
remiges, tibia or rectrices might be found.
Almost all books on bird identification will
usually have most of these areas clearly dia-
grammed in the front of the book. If you
intend to get halfway serious about bird
identification you should really learn these
words. Maybe, if there is enough interest we
can put together an illustrated article on the
subject. Some birders do get carried away.
Take for instance the tnandiblewhich can be
either part of the bird's beak i.e. upper and
lower mandible. In other animals, especially
mammals where the upper and lower jaw is
so different, mandible only means lower jaw.
The upper jaw is called the maxilla. Need-
less to say, every once in a while you'll get
some show-off saying, "Look at that groovy
maxilla on that ani." Don't let him snowyou,
he's probably misidentified a raven.

This month's TANAGERhas a lot of infor-
mation about books. Remember we have
one of the best book stores in the world for
bird and related books right at Audubon
House. Books make excellent Christmas gifts.
Come on down and browse. If you can't get
there Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m., try Saturday during the same hours.

has increased to two and possibly three
(Barbara Cohen, 11 September).

Only two Rose-breasted grosbeaks were
reported: a female at Furnace Creek Ranch
(Rick Clements, 12 September) and an im-
mature male at a willow clump in Costa Mesa
(Steve Ganley, 7 September). First one im-
mature, then, a few days later, two immature
Painted Buntings on Pt. Loma drew crowds
of birders (Rich Stallcup, 10 September). As
most Painted Buntings are thought to be
escapees, the immaturity of these two gave
an air of legitimacy. A single Indigo Bunt-
Ing (recently increasing in the west) was at
McGrath (Onik Arian, 18 August), two were
in Goleta (Paul Lehman), and a few more
were in the Inyo/Mono region. A Dlckcis-
sel, a lark Bunting, and a Clay-colored

• Sparrow in the Atascadero Creek Channel,
Goleta, were the only ones reported to 20
September.

FANTASIES AND REALITIES Not all of the
ultra-rarities reported have passed the review
of experienced observers. The 18 September
pelagic trip in Monterey Bay yielded reports
of Cape Petrel and Streaked Shearwater.
Examination of photographs showed the
"Cape Petrel" to be a partially albino Sooty
Shearwater, and it has been suggested that
the "Streaked Shearwater" was an oddly-
plumaged Buller's (New Zealand) Shearwater.

Saving that weekend in Monterey was a legit-
imate, but uncooperative Yellow Wagtail
which stopped briefly by Crespi Pond on Pt.
Pinos (Jon Dunn and Bruce Boggs, 19 Sep-
tember). The presence of three Spoonbill
Sandpipers in Oregon during August seems
like "the stuff dreams are made of" (rumor
has it they were Western Sandpipers with
mud on their bill tips!), but a Temminck's
Stint near Vancouver was apparently very
real, and another Temminck's was reported
from Abbot's Lagoonv north of San Francisco
in September.

An albino Steller'sjay, flecked with blue, in
the San Gabriel Mountains must have been a
lovely thing. Point Loma not only provided
the Painted Buntings and Red-faced Warbler,
but also a Pin-tailed Whydah, a Red-cheeked
Waxbill, and several Oriental White-eyes.
Locally, we not only have five or six species
of parrots, but in the Pasadena area now a
huge Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (a $1000+
item). More and more we find ourselves
birding in a huge open air aviary.
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^CALENDAR
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4 - The National
Audubon Society 77th. Annual Dinner. Audio-
visual presentation on Mono Lake by David
Galnes. Call National Audubon (213) 441-3466
for further information.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 - 8:00 p.m. Evening
meeting. Interested in migration in Southern Cali-
fornia? Bob McKeraan will discuss his studies of
the subject in the local deserts, with an emphasis
oh Nocturnal Migration.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13 — Ballona
Wetlands. Join Bob and Roberta Shanman
(545-2867, after 6) for a morning or birding in this
threatened wetland Ducks, shorebirds, gulls, terns
and other water related species will be in evi-
dence. Meet at 8 a.m. at the Pacific Ave. bridge,
Take 90 West (Marina Frw.) to its end at Culver
Blvd. Continue West on Culver, turn north onto
Pacific Ave. and continue to bridge.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14 - Meet Jerry Halgh
(455-1696) at 8 a.m. at the entrance to the Trlppet
Ranch to bird the Ranch and Topanga Canyon.
Plan to see Chaparral birds and vagrants.

SATRUDAY, NOVEMBER 20 - J o n Dunn and
Kimball Garrett will lead a trip to Antelope Val-
ley. Meet at 8 a.m. at Jane Reynolds Park, north
side of Ave. J. in Lancaster. Approx. 1 mi. E. of
Hwy. 14. Fall migrants. May be cool.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 — Whlttler Narrows.
David "White will lead a morning trip through
this unique area alongside the San Gabriel River.
Meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 — Evening meeting.
Jon Dunn will cover the identification, ageing
and distribution of California's most intriguing
group of birds . . . The shorebirds. This program
will be illustrated in part by Larry Sansone's beau-
tiful and informative slides.

UPCOMING CHRISTMAS COUNTS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 Join Fred Heath
for the Lancaster Christmas Count. Call Fred at
828-6524, after 5 p.m., for details.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 — Mallbu Christmas
Count. Contact Jean Brandt (788-5188) or
Kimball Garrett (455-2903) for details.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2,1983 - L.A. Christmas
Count. Call Ian Austin (452-3318) or Bob
Shanman (545-2867) for details.

All Evening Meetings are held in the meeting room
on the south end of Plummer Park.

Cal 1 the tape the Thursday before all scheduled trips
for changes or verification.

Leaders Needed
We need people to lead field trips. Do you have a
favorite birding locale? You don't have to be an
"expert" to show other birders, especially beginners,
a few nice looks at some of our common species.
Your trip doesn't even have to be long . . . you can
opt for a short morning excursion. Call our Field
Trip Coordinator—Ian Austin to make arrange-
ments (Day 879-9700, Evening 452-3318).

Audubon Bird Reports:

LosA?igeles (213)874-1318

Santa Barbara (805) 964-8240

Los Angeles Audubon Headquarters, Library,
Bookstore and Nature Museum are located
at Audubon House, Plummer Park, 7377
Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90046.
Telephone: (213) 876-0202. Hours: 10-3,
Tuesday through Saturday.
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Pelagic Trips
LAAS Sponsored
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 — San Pedro to
Santa Barbara Island. 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. Take the
Vantuna approximately 45 miles along the coast.
Leader is Larry Noriis. Birds to be expected
include: Albatross, Black-vented Shearwater, Alcids.
Price: $20.

All prices are tentative and subject to fuel cost
increases. Reserve spaces early. To take part in these
pelagic trips, send your reservations with the names
and telephone numbers of all members of your
party along with a self-addressed, stamped envelope
to:

Reservations c/o Ruth Lohr
Los Angeles Audubon Society
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
(213) 876-0202 (Tues-Sat, 10-3)

Cancellations must be made a minimum of two
weeks before a scheduled trip to receive a full
refund.

Shearwater Trips
Debra Love Shearwater runs a series of regular
pelagic trips out of Monterey and Morro Bay.
The following is a list of upcoming scheduled
trips from Monterey Bay:

November 7 Alan Baldridge/ $35
Marbled Murrelets &
Harbor Porpoises

November 14 Jeri Langham/ $24
John Luther

December 4 Alan Baldridge/ $24
Ted Chandik

January 22 Baldridge, Frederiksen, $30
Harvey/Marine
Mammals, Birds of
Monterey

January 22 Baldridge, Ekdahl, $30
Radakovich/Marine
Mammals, Birds of
Monterey

February 5 Jon Dunn, Guy $28
McCaskie/
Laysan Albatross Search

February 19 Alan Baldridge, Ted $25
Chandik/
Monterey Bay

Reservations are made by sending a check payable
to Debra, with a self-addressed, stamped envelope
to:

Debra Love Shearwater
362 Lee Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(408) 425-8111

A detailed brochure is available which describes
these and 1983 pelagic trips. Write or call Debra for
further information.

Los Angeles Audubon Society
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
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3016 Hollyridge Dr,
Los Angeles, CA, 90068

6/77 Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 26974
Los Angeles, CA



Olga L. Clarke, Sales Chairman

BOOKSTORE CATALOGUE November 1982

AUDUBON HOUSE
Los Angeles Avdubon Society, 7.577 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90046 Tel. (21S) 876-0202

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

WORLD

•THE BIRD SPECIES OF THE WORLD, Wolters
FINDING BIRDS AROUND THE WORLD, Aiden & Gooders

210.00
17.95

NORTH AMERICA

GENERA!

BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA, Robbinsetal 6.95 9.95
"HANDBOOK OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS, vols 1, 2, 3,

Palmer ea. 45.00

CANADA

BIRDS OF CANADA, Godfrey 34.00
WHERE TO FIND BIRDS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, Mark 3.95
BIRDS OF THE CHURCHILL REGION, MANITOBA,

Jehl&Smith 4.95
WHERE TO FIND BIRDS IN NOVA SCOTIA, N.S.B.S 4.95

UNITED STATES, EASTERN

'AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD GUIDE TO
NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS, EASTERN REGION 12.50

AUDUBON WATER BIRD GUIDE, Pough 14.95
AUDUBON LAND BIRD GUIDE, Pough 14.95
A GUIDE TO BIRD FINDING EAST OF

THE MISSISSIPPI, Pettingill 7.95
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF EAST OF THE ROCKIES,

Peterson 9.95 15.00
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO FLORIDA, Lane 7.00
BIRD FINDING IN ILLINOIS, Fawks & Lobik 4.00
TOP BIRDING SPOTS NEAR CHICAGO, Sander & Yaskot 2.95
INDIANA BIRDS AND THEIR HAUNTS, Keller 7.00
BIRDING AREAS OF IOWA, Peterson 5.50
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO THE COAST OF MAINE,

Peterson 8.95
WHERE TO FIND BIRDS IN EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS,

Robinson & Stymeist 5.00
ENJOYING BIRDS IN MICHIGAN, MAS 3.95
MINNESOTA BIRDS: WHERE, WHEN AND HOW MANY,

Green & Janssen 6.95
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO NORTH DAKOTA, Zimmer 5.00
WHERE TO FIND BIRDS IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA,

Freeland 2.95
WISCONSIN'S FAVORITE BIRD HAUNTS, Tessen 7.50

UNITED STATES, WESTERN

A GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF ALASKA, Armstrong 15.95
BIRDS OF ARIZONA, Phillips 27.50
BIRDS OF ORGAN PIPE CACTUS NATIONAL MONUMENT,

Wilt 2.95
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA, Lane 5.00
BIRDS IN SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA, Davis & Russell 6.00
BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA, Small 13.95
MONOLAKE GUIDEBOOK, Gaines 5.95
BIRDS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA,

ANNOTATED FIELD LIST, McCaskie et al 6.00

BIRDS OF POINT LOBOS (Monterey), M.P.A.S 2.00
BIRDS COME FLOCKING, A FIELD GUIDE TO SANTA BARBARA

FOR BIRDERS AND OTHER TRAVELERS, Matelson 3.95
THE BIRDS OF SANTA BARBARA AND VENTURA COUNTIES,

CALIFORNIA, Webster et al 5.25
BIRDS OF SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,

Bolander & Parmeter , , 4.95
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Lane 5.25
BIRDS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA:

STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION, Garrett& Dunn 18.95
BIRDS OF THEYOSEMITE SIERRA, Gaines 6.50
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO EASTERN COLORADO, Lane 5.00
HAWAIIAN BIRDLIFE, Berger 29.95
HAWAII'S BIRDS, HAS 3.95
BIRDING OREGON, Ramsey 7.00
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF TEXAS, Peterson 9.95
BIRDS OF BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK AND VICINITY,

Wauer 4.95
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY OF TEXAS,

Lane 4.50
A BIRDER'S GUIDE TO THE TEXAS COAST, Lane 5.50
UTAH BIRDS, Behle & Perry 4.95
BIRDS OF ZION NATIONAL PARK AND VICINITY,

Wauer & Carter 2.95
A GUIDE TO BIRD FINDING IN WASHINGTON,

Wahl & Paulson- 6.00
AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS,

WESTERN REGION 12.50
A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN BIRDS, Peterson 9.95 12.95
RARE BIRDS OF THE WEST COAST, Robertson 24.95
A GUIDE TO BIRD FINDING WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI,

Pettingill 25.00
BIRDS OF YELLOWSTONE AND GRAND

TETON NATIONAL PARKS, Follett 2.95

AFRICA

•THE BIRDS OF AFRICA, 4 vols, Brown et al
(not yet published) vol 1 99.00

AFRICAN HANDBOOK OF BIRDS, SERIES 1, EASTERN AND
NORTH EASTERN AFRICA, 2 vols,
MackwortlvPraed & Grant ea. 75.00

BIRDS OF EAST AFRICA, Britton et al 21.50
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF EAST AFRICA,

Williams & Arlott 25.00
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE NATIONAL PARKS OF EAST AFRICA,

Williams
BIRDS OF THE GAMBIA, ANNOTATED CHECKLIST AND GUIDE

TO LOCALITIES
A NATURALIST'S GUIDE TO THE GAMBIA, Edgerg 6.50
FAUNE DE MADAGASCAR, XXXV, OISEAUX,

Milson et al (French) 68.00
THE BIRDS OF MALAWI, Benson 10.50
THE BIRDS OF SEYCHELLES AND THE OUTLYING ISLANDS,

Penny 25.00
ROBERTS BIRDS OF SOUTH AFRICA, McLachlan & Liversidge . . 32.50
AFRICAN HANDBOOK OF BIRDS, SERIES 2, SOUTHERN THIRD

OF AFRICA, 2 vols, Mackworth-Praed & Grant ea. 75.00
BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 1: KRUGER NATIONAL

PARK, Newman H-95



AFRICAN HANDBOOK OF BIRDS, SERIES 3,

WEST ANDWEST CENTRAL AFRICA,

2 vote, Mackworth-Praed & Grant ea.

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF WEST AFRICA,

Serle et al

ASIA

75.00

30.00

LES OISEAUX DE CHINE — NON PASSEREAUX,

Etchecopar & Hue (French) 90.00

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF THE EASTERN HIMALAYAS,

Ali 25.00

HONG KONG BIRDS, Herklots 15.00

A COLOUR GUIDE TO HONG KONG BIRDS,

Viney & Phillipps (Spring 1983)

A NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF HONG KONG,

Webster & Phillipps 7.50

THE BOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS, Ali 24.50

INDIAN HILL BIRDS, Ali 24.50

HANDBOOK OF BIRDS OF INDIA AND PAKISTAN,

TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF NEPAL, SIKKIM,

BHUTAN AND CEYLON, 10 vol, Ali . vol 1 27.95

vol 10 27.95

*vols 2 through 8 of the above title

COMPACT EDITION OF HANDBOOK OF BIRDS OF INDIA

AND PAKISTAN, TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF NEPAL,

SIKKIM, BHUTAN AND CEYLON, Ali

THE BIRDS OF THE INDIAN SUB-CONTINENT, Woodcock . . . .

BIRDS OF JAPAN IN LIVING COLOUR, Kobayashi (Japanese) . . . 37.00

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF JAPAN,

Wild Bird Society ofjapan & Takano (English) 25.00

FIELD GUIDE TO JAPANESE WATER BIRDS (Japanese) 4.00

FIELD GUIDE TO JAPANESE LAND BIRDS (Japanese) 4.00

*THE BIRDS OF THE MALAY PENINSULA, vol 5,

Medway & Wells 75.00

BIRDS OF NEPAL WITH REFERENCE TO KASHMIR AND SIKKIM,

Fleming 22.95

PHILIPPINE BIRDS, DuPont 40.00

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF SOUTH-EAST ASIA, King . . . 24.00

BIRDS OF SOUTH-VIETNAM, Wildash 17.50

GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF CEYLON, Henry 37.50

LET'S LOOK AT SRI LANKA, Ornitholidays 5.25

A SELECTION OF THE BIRDS OF SRI LANKA, Banks 12.00

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF TAIWAN,

Tunghai LInviersity (English/Chinese) 40.00

NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF TAIWAN,

Severinghaus & Blackshaw 8.50

BIRD GUIDE OF THAILAND, Lekagul & Cronin 20.00

EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST

BIRDS OF THE ARABIAN GULF, Jennings 25.95

INLAND BIRDS OF SAUDI ARABIA, Silsby 37.00

COLLINS BIRD GUIDE — A NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF

BRITAIN AND EUROPE, Keith & Gooders 14.95

THE BIRDS OF BRITAIN AND EUROPE WITH

NORTH AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST, Heinzel et al 15.00

LAROUSSE GUIDE TO BIRDS OF BRITAIN AND EUROPE,

Bruun & Singer , 10.95

"HANDBOOK OF THE BIRDS OF EUROPE, THE MIDDLE EAST

AND NORTH AFRICA — THE BIRDS OF THE

WESTERN PALEARCTIC, vols 1 & 2, Cramp et al ea. 98.00

A GUIDE TO BIRD-WATCHING IN EUROPE, Ferguson-Lees . . . . 9,95

LETS LOOK AT THE CAMARGUE, Ornitholidays 5.25

THE BIRDS OF GIBRALTAR, Cortes et al 10.95

LET'S LOOK AT NORTH EAST GREECE, Ornitholidays 5.25

BIRDS OF LEBANON AND THE JORDAN AREA, Benson 24.00

BIRDS OF THE MALTESE ARCHIPELAGO, Bannerman 22.00

A NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF MALTA, Sultana & Gauci 13.95

THE BIRDS OF OMAN, Gal lagher* Woodcock 90.00

BIRDS OF SOUTHERN PORTUGAL, Cary 12.50

LET'S LOOK AT SOUTH WEST SPAIN, Ornitholidays 5.25

AN ATLAS OF THE BIRDS OF THE WESTERN PALEARCTIC,

Harrison 26.95

AUSTRALASIA

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF AUSTRALIA, Pizzey 27.50

A FIELD GUIDE TO AUSTRALIAN BIRDS, NON-PASSERINES,

Slater 24.50

PASSERINES,

Slater 24.50

BIRDS OF BORNEO, Smythies 30.00

AVIFAUNA OF MICRONESIA, ITS ORIGIN, EVOLUTION AND

DISTRIBUTION, Baker 30.00

GUIDE TO MT. KAINDI (New Guinea), Bressitt & Nadkarni 6.95

UPLAND BIRDS OF NORTHEASTERN NEW GUIENA, Beehler . . . 8.95

BIRDS IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA, Coates 22.50

PAPUA NEW GUINEA BIRDS, Lindren 7.95

NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF NEW ZEALAND, Fa l lae ta l . . . . 22.50

THE BIRDS AND BIRDLORE OF SAMOA, Muse 11.95

BIRDS OF THE NORTH SOLOMONS, Hadden 11,95

SOUTH PACIFIC BIRDS, DuPont 37.50

BIRDS OF THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC, Mayr 6,95

BIRDS OF FRENCH POLYNESIA: TAHITI, Bruner 5.95

BIRDS OF TAHITI, Thibault & Rives 13.50

CARIBBEAN

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF THE BAHAMAS,

Brudenell-Bruce 15.00

AVES DE LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA, Dod (Spanish) 15.00

FINDING BIRDS IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, Heintzelman . . . 4.00

GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF

TRINIDAD AND TOGAGO, ffrench 20.00

BIRDS OF THE WEST INDIES, Bond 14.95

MIDDLE AMERICA

BIRDS OF GUATEMALA, Land 15.00

BIRDS OFTIKAL, Smithe 17.00

DISTRIBUTIONAL SURVEY OF THE BIRDS OF HONDURAS,

Monroe 17.50

FINDING BIRDS IN MEXICO, Edwards 15.00

A FIELD GUIDE TO MEXICAN BIRDS AND ADJACENT

CENTRAL AMERICA, Peterson 14.95

A FIELD GUIDE TO BIRDS OF MEXICO AND

CENTRAL AMERICA, Davis 8.95

FINDING BIRDS IN PANAMA, Edwards 6.00

A GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF PANAMA, Ridgely 25.00

SOUTH AMERICA

BIRDS OF THE ANTARCTIC AND SUBANTARCTIC, Watson 19.95

AVES BRASILEIRAS I, Frisch

(Portuguese with English supplement) 35.00

GUIA DE CAMPO PARA IAS AVES DE MAGALLANES,

Venegas & Jory (Spanish) 16,00

BIRDS OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, Woods 27,50

FALKLAND ISLAND BIRDS, Woods 16.95

GALAPAGOS GUIDE, White et al , 12.95

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF GALAPAGOS, Harris

GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF PATAGONIA, Reed 3.95

BIRDS OF ISLA GRANDE (TIERRA DEL FUEGO),

Humphrey et al 10.95

SOUTH AMERICAN LAND BIRDS, Dunning 29.50 37.50

GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF VENEZUELA,

deSchauensee & Phelps 25.00

SPECIFIC BIRDS

SOUTHERN ALBATROSSES AND PETRELS,

Harper & Kinsky 8,95

THE BIRDS OF PARADISE AND BOWER BIRDS,

Cooper & Forshaw 150.00

BIRDS OF PREY OF THE WORLD, Weick & Brown 48.00

*THE COTINGAS: BELLBIRDS, UMBRELLA-BIRDS AND

THEIR ALLIES IN TROPICAL AMERICA, Snow 45.00

"THE JAPANESE CRANE, BIRD OF HAPPINESS, Britton



•CROWS OF THE WORLD, Goodwin 38.50
CURASSOWS AND RELATED BIRDS,

Delacour & Amadon (Autographed) 55.00
DUCKS, GEESE AND SWANS OF NORTH AMERICA, Bellrose . . . 29.95
*EAGLES, HAWKS AND FALCONS OF THE WORLD, 2 vols,

Brown & Aniadon 125.00
THEFALCONS OFTHEWORLD, Cade 38.50
*THE PEREGRINE FALCON, Ratcliffe 42.50
•TAXONOMY AND GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE

FURNARIIDAF. (AVES, PASSERIFORMES), Vaurie 30.00
GULLS — A GUIDE TO IDENTIFICATION, Grant 32.50
*HERONS OF THE WORLD, Hancock & Elliott 70,00
UFE OF THE HUMMINGBIRD, Skutch 15.95
"MANUAL OF NEOTROPICAL BIRDS, vol 1, Blake 80.00
LIFE HISTORIES OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS,

Bent (most volumes) 4.00 - 10.00
PARROTS OF THE WORLD, Forshaw & Cooper 65.00
•PIGEONS AND DOVES OF THE WORLD, Goodwin 45.00
PLOVERS, SANDPIPERS AND SNIPES OF THE WORLD,

Johnsgard 45.00
'RAILS OF THE WORLD, Ripley & Lansdowne 130.00
RAPTORS OF CALIFORNIA, Mallette & Gould 1.95
FLIGHT IDENTIFICATION OF EUROPEAN RAPTORS, Porter 29.95
SEABIRDS OF BRITAIN AND THE WORLD, Tuck & Heinzel 19.95
A GUIDE TO SEABIRDS ON THE OCEAN ROUTES, Tuck 23.95
GUIDE TO IDENTIFICATION AND AGEING OF

HOIARCTIC WADERS, Prater et al 12.50
•THE WARBLERS OF AMERICA, Griscom 19.95
•WATERFOWL: DUCKS, GEESE AND SWANS OFTHEWORLD,

Todd 39-95
COLOURED KEY TO THE WILDFOWL OF THE WORLD, Scon . . 6.00
'WOODPECKERS OF THE WORLD, Short 99.95

GENERAL BIRD REFERENCES

'DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN BIRD NAMES, Choate 10.95
FAMILIES OF BIRDS, Austin & Singer 2.95
•FUNDAMENTALS OF ORNITHOLOGY, Van Tyne & Berger 44.95
•LIFE OF BIRDS, Welty 31.95
A FIELD GUIDE TO NESTS, EGGS AND NESTLINGS OF NORTH

AMERICAN BIRDS, Harrison 16.00
A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN BIRDS' NESTS, Harrison 11.95
GUIDE TO THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES, Riley 14.95
•ORNITHOLOGY IN LABORATORY AND FIELD, Pettingill 19.95

FAUNA

AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN
BUTTERFLIES 12.50

AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN
INSECTS AND SPIDERS 12.50

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE MAMMALS OF AFRICA, INCLUDING
MADAGASCAR, Haltenonh & Diller

ANIMAL LIFE OF THE GALAPAGOS, Hickin 17.95
AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN

MAMMALS 12.50
GUIDE TO MEXICAN MAMMALS AND REPTILES,

Wright & Pelham 2.95
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE MAMMALS, Burt

(U.S. & Canada) 8.95
A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN REPTILES AND

AMPHIBIANS, Stebbins 8.95
SEA GUIDE TO WHALES OF THE WORLD, Watson 29.95
A WORLD GUIDE TO WHALES, DOLPHINS AND PORPOISES,

Heintzelamn 9.95

FLORA

THE ALASKA-YUKON WILD FLOWERS GUIDE,
Alaska Magazine 12.95

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE COMMON AND INTERESTING
PLANTS OF BAJA CALIFORNIA, Coyle & Roberts 10.95

KEY TO COASTAL AND CHAPARRAL FLOWERING PLANTS
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Collins 7.95

KEY TO WILDFLOWERS OF THE DESERTS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Collins 7.95

KEY TO TREES AND SHRUBS OF THE DESERTS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Collins 7.95

KEY TO TREES AND WILDFLOWERS OF THE MOUNTAINS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Collins 7.95

CALIFORNIA DESERT WILDFLOWERS, Munz 4.95
CALIFORNIA MOUNTAIN WILDFLOWERS, Munz 4.95
SHORE WILDFLOWERS OF CALIFORNIA, OREGON AND

WASHINGTON, Munz 4.95
CALIFORNIA SPRING WILDFLOWERS, Munz 4.95
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS DESIRABLE FOR GARDENS

AND BIRD SANCTUARIES, Theodore Payne Foundation .50
NATIVE CONIFERS OF THE SAN GABRIEL

MOUNTAINS, Hood .25
DESERT WILDFLOWERS, Jaeger 4.95
COLORFUL DESERT WILDFLOWERS, Ward 5.95
A FIELD GUIDE TO PACIFIC STATES WILDFLOWERS,

Niehaus & Ripper 11.95
AUDUBON SOCIETY GUIDE TO NORTH

AMERICAN WILDFLOWERS, WESTERN REGION 12.50
•WILDFLOWERS OF THE UNITED STATES, SOUTHWEST,

3 vols, Rickett 95.00
TREES OF NORTH AMERICA, Brockman 6.95

MISCELLANEOUS

AUDUBONS SOCIETY FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN
ROCKS AND MINERALS 12.50

RECORDS

BIRD CALLS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
(set of 2 tapes)

BIRDS OF THE AFRICAN RAIN FORESTS, Keith 15.95
SOUNDS OF FLORIDA'S BIRDS, Hardy 7.00
VOICES OF NEOTROPICAL BIRDS, Hardy 7.00
VOICES OF NEW WORLD NIGHTBIRDS,

Correy & Hardy 7.00
THRUSHES, WRENS AND MOCKINGBIRDS, Borror 8.95
SONGS OF THE VIREOS AND THEIR ALLIES, Barlow 13.50
WARBLERS, Borror & Gunn 8.95
A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN BIRD SONGS,

Peterson Records 27.50
Tapes 24.95

SONGS OF WESTERN BIRDS, Borror 7.00
THE WRENS, Hardy 7,00

CHECKLISTS

INTERNATIONAL

SAFARI JOURNAL, Williams (East Africa)
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA,

Steffee
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF ARGENTINA,

Steffee
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF AUSTRALIA,

Steffee
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF THE BAHAMA ISLANDS,

Russ Mason's Natural History Tours
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF BANGLADESH AND

NORTHEAST INDIA, Steffee
PRELIMINARY CHECKLIST TO THE BIRDS OF

THE REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA, West
CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF CHILE, Clarke
FIELD CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF COLOMBIA, Hilty
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF COSTA RICA, Steffee . .
CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF CUBA, Clark
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF ECUADOR, West
BIRDS OF LIMONCOCHA, NAPA PROVINCE (Ecuador),

Pearson & Tallman
THE BIRDS OF ECUADOR AND THE GALAPAGOS

ARCHIPELAGO, Butler
CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF GREECE, Clarke
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF GUATEMALS, Steffee . .

8.50

1.75

1.75

1.75

.60

1.75

2.50
3.50
2.50
1.75
3.50
1.75

1.95

6.50
3.50
1.75



FI ELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF THE GUIANAS,
Steffee & Mason 1.25

FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF HONG KONG,
Steffee I.75

FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF PENINSULAR INDLA,
Steffee 1.75

FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF JAPAN, Mason 1.75
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF KENYA

AND TANZANIA, Steffee 1,75
POCKET CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF MALAYA AND SINGAPORE,

Malayan Nature Society 1.75
CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF NORTHERN MIDDLE AMERICA,

World Checklist Series # 2 1.95
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEPAL,

KASHMIR, GARWHAL AND SIKKIM, Steffee 1.75
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEW ZEALAND,

Steffee 1.75
FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE

BIRDS OF THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE, Eisenmann & Liftin . . 1.50
FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD CHECKLIST OF
THE BIRDS OF THE WEST CHIRIQU1 HIGHLANDS
OF PANAMA, Eisenmann & Lofun 1.50
A CHECKLIST OF PERUVIAN BIRDS, Parker 3.75
ANNOTATED CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF PERU, Parket 17.95
PERU F1ELDLIST, INCLUDING ADJACENT PARTS OF

BOLIVIA, Clarke 5.25
FIELD LIST OF THE BIRDS FO THE PHILIPPINES, Bruce 2.50
THE BIRDS FO SAUDI ARABIA: A CHECK-UST,

Jennings 14.50
CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF SEYCHELLES AND THE

OUTLYING ISLANDS, Clarke 3.50
CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF OCEANIC

SOUTH AMERICA, Clarke 4.50
CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF SURINAME, Davis 5.25
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF TRINIDAD AND TOGAGO,

Satterly & ffrench 1,75
BIRDS FO TUNISIA, AN ANNOTATED CHECK-LIST AND A FIELD-

GUIDE TO BIRD-WATCHING, Thomsen & Jacobsen 14.95
A CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF VENEZUELA, Alden 1.95
VENEZUELAN BIRD CHECK LIST, Thomas 1.75
ANNOTATED CHECKLIST OF BIRDS, MAMMALS, REPTILES AND

AMPHIBIANS OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS AND PUERTO RICO,
Philibosian & Yntema 2.75

BTO LIST OF BIRDS OF THE WESTERN PALEARCTIC 1.25
BIRDS OF THE WORLD: A CHECKLIST, Clements 24.95
REFERENCE LIST OF BIRDS OF THE WORLD, Moroney et al . . . 8.00

NORTH AMERICA

A.B.A. CHECKLIST, BIRDS OF CONTINENTAL U.S.
AND CANADA 9.00

CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF ALASKA, Gibson .60
BIRDS OF ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, A CHECKLIST, A.A.S .60
BIRDS OF THE KODIAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE,

U.S.D.1 50
FIELD CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF ARIZONA, Steffee .60
ANNOTATED CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF ARIZONA,

Monson & Phillips 5.95
LAA.S. FIELD LIST OF THE BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA .60
LA.A.S FIELD LIST OF BIRDS OF

LOS ANGELES COUNTY, Dunn, Garrett & Jones .50
A CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF DEATH VALLEY

NATIONAL MONUMENT, Norris & Schreier .60
DAILY FIELD CHECKLIST, 412 BIRDS OF EASTERN

NORTH AMERICA .30
CHECKLIST OF FLORIDA BIRDS, FAS 30
CHECKLIST OF BIRDS. EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK,

Ogden K0
FIELD CHECK-LIST OF BIRDS OF HAWAII, H.A.S 30
A CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, Elkins 2.50
REVISED CHECK-LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEW MEXICO,

N.M.O.S 3.95
BIRDER'S LIFE LIST AND DIARY, Dietert

(North America/Hawaii) , , 395

FIELD CHECKLIST OF RHODE ISLAND BIRDS, Conway
POCKET FIELD CHECKLIST, 614 BIRDS OF

WESTERN NORTH AMERICA

FIELD AIDS

A.B.A. CONVENTION PINS

AUDUBON BIRD CALL
L.A.A.S. CLOTH PATCH
LA.A.S. DECAL

3 for 3-50
3 for 1.50

L.A.A.S. PIN/TIE TAC
PELICAN POUCH
PELICAN POUCH STRAP
FREELAND RBS-9 TELESCOPE CASE
FREELAND SLD-9 TELESCOPE CASE

.2.25

.30

6.50

3.50
1.25
.65

3.50
9.95
1.50

17.50
17.50

FREELAND SPOTTING SCOPE CASES
PJOTECT YOUB SPOTTIHO SCOPE WITH A FREELAND SCOPE CASE

BIRD FEEDERS

HUMMYBIRD BAR 5.95
ORIOLE BAR 6.95
PARTS FOR HUMMYBIRD AND ORIOLE BARS 15 to 3.00

'SPECIAL ORDER, PRICE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
ALLOW 6-12 WEEKS FOR DEW'ERY

We also carry stationery featuring distinctive
nature prints, on fine paper.

BINOCULARS AND TELESCOPES
BUSHNELL/BAUSCH & LOMB

20% discount when ordered through us.

WE HONOR MAIL AND PHONE ORDERS

Because of postage uncertainty, WE PREFER THAT
YOU LET US BILL YOU. Otherwise, add 61496 sales

tax (Calif, only) and $1.50 minimum postage
and handling. You will be advised if additional

charges are due.MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO
LOS ANGELES AUDUBON SOCIETY

Merchandise not returnable without authorization.

\\"e continually add new selections to our stock
Please inquire for any titles not shown on this list.

All profits used to further the aims of
the Los Angeles Audubon Society.

Audubon House is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10-3 pm.

THE BOOKSTORE IS A FUNCTION OF THE
LOS ANGELES AUDUBON SOCIETY, A NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION. IT IS FOR THE MOST PART
STAFFED BY UNPAID VOWNTEMS. PLEASE BE

PA TIENT IN THE EVENT OF UNA VOIDABLE
DELAYS OF YOUR ORDER.




