Los Angeles Audubon Society

Annual
Members'
Photo
Contest
Winners
Redbreasted Sapsucker

WINNER

W

T e present on these pages the
three prize winners of our fifth
(or is it the sixth?) annual bird
photograph contest, which was held at our
regular January meeting.
First and third prizes went to Dennis
Morgan for his slides of the Redbreasted
Sapsucker and Anhinga; and the second
prize belongs to Andrea Kaufman for her
portrait of Common Puffins.
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Common Puffins

SECOND PLACE
Andrea Kaufman
• / . • • _ '

The awards came from a gradual winnowing out of the many entries, generally
of very high quality and real interest.
The whole audience considered itself as
informal judges. Applause and vociferous
indications of approval went on throughout
the judging.
The three appointed judges were well
qualified; indeed, each of them had won
previous top awards in the annual contest.
Those three judges were Herb Clarke,
Jean Brandt, and Sharon Milder.

Anhinga

THIRD PLACE
Dennis Morgan

Checklist of the Birds of Los Angeles County
January 1st, 1988 Courtesy L.A. Audubon Society
6WIIF0RHES
Loons.
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Common Loon
Yelloti-billed Loon
P8BICIPEDIFO8HES
Brebes
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned 6rebe
Red-necked Brebe
Eared Brebe
Western Grebe
~ t l a r k ' s Grebe
PimiflRIIFQREES
fllbatrosses
Short-tailed fllb.
~~Black-footed Rib.
Laysan fllbatross
Petrels, Shearwaters
Northern Fulmar
Pink-footed Shear.
Flesh-footed Shear.
Buller's Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Short-tailed Shear.
Black-vented Shear.
Stora-Petrels
Wilson's Stors-Pet.
"ork-tailed St.-Pet.
-.each's Stora-Pet.
Rshv Storm-Petrel

Black Stora-Petrel
Least Stors-Petrel
PETFCftNIFORMES
Tropicbirds
Red-billed Tropiebird
Boobies
Blue-footed Booby
Brown Booby
Red-footed Booby
Pelicans
flmerican Mute Pel.
Brown Pelican
Cormorants
_ B o u b l e - c r e s t e d Cora.
Brandt's Cormorant
Pelagic Corsorant
FrTgatebirds
Magnificent Frig.
CICTHlIFOR"
Bitterns, ncrvns
fttflencan Bittern
Least Bittern
Breat Blue Heron
Breat Egret
Snowy Egret
Little Blue Heron
Tricoiored Heron
Reddish Egret
Cattle Egret
Green-backed Heron
Black-cr. Night-Heron
Yellow-cr. Night-Heron
Ibises, Spoonbills
White-faced Ibis
Roseate Spoonbill
Sforks
Wood Stork

flSSERIFORNES

Swans, Geese i Ducks
Fulvous Whistling-Duck
Tundra Swan
Trumpeter Swan
greater wtote-fr. Boose
Snow Boose
Ross' Boose
Canada Boose

.wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
la Hard
torthern Pintail
Barganey
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Northern Shoveler
~6adwall
Eurasian Wigeon
flmerican Wigeon
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Tufted Duck
greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Ring Eider
Harlequin Duck
Dldsguaw
Black Scoter
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Coaaon Gofdeneye
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merg.
"~uddy Duck
Vultures
Turkey Vulture
California Condor
Kites, Eagles, Hawks, etc.
Osprey
Black-shouldered Kite
Mississippi Kite
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
lone-tailed Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
BolSen •""jle
•
Falcons
jtaerican Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Prairie Falcon
Partridges, Grouse, Quail
Chukar
Ring-necked Pheasant
Common Peafowl
California Quail
Mountain Quail

EROlFORMES

Rails. Sallinules, Coots
Black Rail
Clapper Rail
Virginia Rail
Sora
Common Moorhen
American Coot
Cranes
Sandhill Crane
RIIFQRMES
Plovers
Black-bellied Plover
Lesser Golden Plover
Plover
"Semi'palmated Plover
Piping Plover
Kil Idler

Mountain Plover
OysTercatchers
ftaerican Oystercatcher
Black Oystercatcher
SlTTts, flvocets
Black-necked Stilt
ftaerican flvocet
Sandpipers, Phalaropes e t c .
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper
—Millet
Wandering Tattler
Bray-tailed Tattler
Spotted Sanpdiper
Whiabrel
Long-billed Curlew
Hudsonian Bodwit
Bar-tailed Bodwit
Marbled Bodwit
Ruddy Turnstone
Black Turnstone
Surfbird
Red Knot
Sanderling
Seaipalaated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
Rufous-necked Stint
Least Sandpiper
White-ruaped Sandpiper
Baird's Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Rock Sandpiper
Dunlin
Stilt Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Ruff
Short-billed Dowitcher
Long-billed Dowitcher
Common Snipe
Wilson's Pnalarope
Red-necked Phalarope
Red Phalarope
Skills, Gulls, Tern, Skimmers
___Poaarine Jaeger
Parasitic Jaeger
Long-tailed Jaeger
South Polar Skua
Laughing Bull
Franklin's Bull
Little Gull
Cowon Bl.-headed B.
Bonaparte's Gull
Heeraann's Bull
New6ull
Ring-billed Bull
California Bull
Herring Bull
Thayers Bull
western 6ull
Lesser Bl.-backed 6.
81aucous-winged Gull
Glaucous Bull
I3lack-legged Kittiwake
Sabine's Gull
Caspian Tern
Royal Tern
Elegant Tern
Common Tern
flrctie Tern
Korster's Tern
Least Tern
Black Tern
Black Skimmer
Murres, Puffins
Coaaon Murre
Pigeon Builleaot
Marbled Murrelet

Xantus' Murrelet
Crayeri's Murrelet
ftncient Murrelet
Cassin'5 fluklet
Rhinoceros fluklet
Tufted Puffin
Horned Puffin
CjtTjHBIFOMCS
Pigeons, Doves
ROCK Dove
Band-tailed Pigeon
Ringed Turtle-Dove
Spotted Dove
jfrite-winged Dove
Mourning Dove
Coaaon Ground-Dove
PSTTrflCIFQRHES
Parakeets, Parrots
Rose-ringed Para.
Black-hooded Para.
Canary-winged Para.
Red-crowned Parrot
Lilac-crowned Par.
Yellow-headed Par.
CTJCOLIFORMES
Cuckoos, Roadrunners
.Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Greater Roadrunner
Common Barn-Owl
Typical Owls
Flaanulated Owl
Western Screech-Owl
Breat Horned Owl
jtorthern Pvgay-Owl
Burrowing Owl
^Spotted Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
CHPKIMUL6IFQRMES
Goatsuckers
Lesser Nighthawk
Common Nighthawk
Common Poorwill
Wiip-poor-will
Swifts
Black Swift
Chimney Swift
Vaux's Swift
W>ite-throated Swift
Huaaingbirds
Broad-billed Hum.
Violet-crowned HUH.
Black-chinned HIM.
flnna's Huaaingbird
Costa's Hum.
Calliope
Broad-tailed Hum.
iufous Huaaingbird
filler,'s Hua.
lelted'Kingfisher
Ipeckers t fillies
Lewis' Woodpecker
faorn Woodpecker
Gila Woodpecker
ZZyellow-beflied Sap.
Red-naped Sap.
Hed-breasted Sap.
Williaason's Sap.
Ladder-backed Wood.
Nuttall's Wood.
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker

White-headed Wood.
Northern Flicker
Tyrant Flycatchers
Olive-sided Fly.
Greater Pewee
Western Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
I3affiiBond'5 Fly.
Dusky Flycatcher
Bray Flycatcher
Western Flycatcher
Black Phoebe
Eastern Phoebe
Say's Phoebe
Vermilion Fly.
ftsh-throated Fly.
Great Crested Fly.
Brown-crested Fly.
Sulphur-bellied Fly.
Tropical Kingbird
Cassin's Kingbird
Thick-billed Kingbird
Western Kingbird
Eastern Kingbird
Scissor-tailed Fly.
Larks
Horned Lark
Swallows
Purple Martin
Tree Swallow
Violet-green Swallow
Northern Rough-wing. Sw.
Bank Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow
Magpies, Crows
Steller's Jay
Scrub Jay
Pinyon Jay
Clark's Nutcracker
Yellow-billed Magpie
flmerican Crow
Common Raven
Chickadees, Titmice
Mountain Chickadee
Plain Titmouse
Verdins _
Verdin
Sushtits
Bushtit
Nuthatches
Red-breasted Nut.
' White-breasted Nut.
Pygmy Nuthatch
Creepers
Brown Creeper
SuTFuls
Red-whiskered Bui.
Wrens
Cactus Wren
Rock Wren
Canyon Wren
Bewick's Wren
House Wren
Winter Wren
Marsh Wren
Dippers
Dipper
Thrushes
Golden-crowned King.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnat.
Black-tailed Gnat.
Western Bluebird
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend's Solitaire
Swainson's Thrush

Hermit Thrush
Wood Thrush
flaerican Robin
Varied Thrush
Wrentit
Mockingbirds. Thrashers etc.
Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
Sage Thrasher
Brown Thrasher
Bendire's Thrasher
California Thrasher
Le Conte's Thrasher
Wagtails, Pipits
Yellow Wagtail
~White/Bl.-backed Wagtail
Red-throated Pipit
Water Pipit
Sprague's Pipit
Waxwings
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing
STTRy-flycatchers
Phainopepla
ShTTkes
Northern Shrike
Loggerhead Shrike
Starlings
European Starling
Vireos
White-eyed Vireo
Bell's Vireo
Gray Vireo
Solitary Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Hutton's Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
WarBlers, New World Finches,
Blackbirds J fillies
Golden-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Virginia's Warbler
Lucy's Warbler
Northern Parula
;H>
Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Cape May Warbler
23lack-throated Blue W.

Yellow-rumped Warbler
"Black-throated 6ray W.
Townsend's Warbler
Hermit Warbler
Black-throated Green W.
Blackburnian Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Brace's Warbler
Pine Warbler
Prairie Warbler
Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
flmerican Redstart
Prothonotary Warbler
Wom»-eating Warbler
Qvenbird
Northern Waterthrush
Kentucky Warbler
Mourning Warbler
MacGilhvray's Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler

Red-faced Warbler
Painted Redstart
Yellow-breasted Chat
Hepatic Tanager
Summer Tanager
Scarlet Tanager
Western Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Pyrrhuloxia
Rose-breasted Gros.
Black-headed Gros.
Blue 6rosbeak
Lazuli Bunting
Indigo Bunting
Dickcissel
Green-tailed Towhee
Rufous-sided Towhee
Brown Towhee
Rufous-crowned Sparrow
ftmerican Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Brewer's Sparrow
Black-chinned Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Black-throated Sparrow
Sage Sparrow
Lark Bunting
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Sharp-tailed Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sp.
Golden-crowned Sp.
White-crowned Sp.
Harris' Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
McCow^s Longspur
Lapland Longspur
Chestnut-collared Long.
Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Tricolored Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
H > 1 low-headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Brewer's Blackbird
Great-tailed Grackle
Bronzed Cowbird
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Hooded Oriole
Streak-backed Oriole
Northern Oriole
Scott's Oriole
OTFWorld Finches
Purple Finch
Cassin's Finch
House Finch
Red Crossbill
Pine Siskin
Lesser Goldfinch
Lawrence's Goldfinch
ftaerican Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
OTintorld Sparrows
House Sparrow

i
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The Adaptive Significance of
Social Behavior of The Turkey
Vulture (Cathartes Aura)
by William Lemon
William Lemon received a Los Angeles
Audubon Research Award to investigate
turkey vultures. The following article is a
popular account of the research we
supported.
Sharon Milder,
Research Awards Chair

T

he turkey vulture (Cathartes
aura) is a large avian scavenger
that lives in groups. Little is
known of the natural history of turkey
vultures beyond the fact that they eat
carrion. Their range extends throughout
the New World south of southern Canada
and is expanding rapidly to the north.
Turkey vultures forage in flocks and roost
communally. They are frequently seen in
large roosts of up to 100 birds or more and,
where their ranges overlap in North
America, they may share the roost with a
large number of black vultures (Coragyps
atratus). The roost acts only as a nightly
aggregation and foraging flocks are considerably smaller. In parts of their range turkey
vultures can be seen in mixed foraging
flocks with a variety of other carrion
feeding bird species.
Why do turkey vultures, or any animals,
live in groups? What advantage does an
animal gain by living in a group? There are
three commonly cited advantages to living
in a group.
First, animals that live in groups have
easier access to potential mates. For
example, frogs aggregate during the mating
season to facilitate finding, or attracting,
frogs of the opposite sex. However, during
their mating season, pairs of turkey vultures
go through courtship and nesting separated
from the rest of the flock.
Second, many animals aggregate to
decrease the chance of predation. This has
been demonstrated in a number of bird
species. Individual birds have a lower
chance of being eaten when they are in
flocks than when they are alone. However,
there is not a single report of predation on
a turkey vulture in the scientific literature.
Predators are probably not an important
threat to turkey vultures.
Third, searching for food in a group may
increase foraging success. In most cases,
' these two effects are difficult to separate
since most animals are simultaneously

attempting to forage efficiently and avoid
predators. For example, studies of flocking
birds have shown that larger flocks are able
to detect predators at greater distances, and
that each member of the flock is consequently able to spend less time looking for
predators and more time foraging. Some
species of birds that experience little or no
predation, such as the turkey vulture,
continue to forage in flocks. Thus, any
selective advantage gained from this
behavior is probably gained from increased
foraging efficiency. There are several
mechanisms by which group living may
improve foraging success. The two that are
important to turkey vultures are information transfer and local enhancement.
Information transfer takes place at
communal roosts when birds that were
successful in locating food exchange
information about the location of food with
unsuccessful birds. The successful birds
may do this unwillingly by returning with
an obviously full crop or by leaving the
roost early in the morning and heading

directly to food found the previous day.
Information transfer is most advantageous
when the food patches are large and not
easily located. If the birds at the roost feed
at the same place every day there would
be no advantage in following a bird that
had eaten there yesterday. In addition, if
the food located is not large enough to feed
birds on two consecutive days then there
is no advantage in following a bird that
located that food yesterday. Information
transfer seems likely in turkey vultures
because they eat food that has an unpredictable location and is ephemeral.
Local enhancement is a term for animals
watching other animals that are foraging
and intruding on them when they find
food. Foraging success is enhanced for the
birds in the vicinity of a bird that locates
food. In order for local enhancement to be
advantageous, all individuals in the flock
must intrude some of the time and no
individual should be able to defend a food
source. All members of the flock must share
equally in the food located and the food
located must be sufficient to feed all
members of the flock. If the carcasses
located by turkey vultures are too small to
feed all the flock members, then the size
of the flocks should be smaller.
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With the support of a research grant from
the Los Angeles Audubon Society, I studied
information
transfer
and
local
enhancement in turkey vultures during
1985 and 1986. This study was conducted
in the Santa Monica mountains and at the
well known traditional vulture roost on
Topanga Canyon Boulevard in the San
Fernando Valley.
How can you tell if birds are exchanging
information at a roost? Unsuccessful birds
should follow birds that were successful
the previous day. In order to see this, all
the birds at the roost have to be individually marked. Turkey vultures have proven
to be very difficult to capture and mark in
a way that will not affect their subsequent
behavior. However, a great deal can be
learned about possible information tranfer
by watching the vultures leave the roost in
the morning. Several events must be
observed in order to support the information transfer hypothesis. First, birds must
leave the roost cohesively, clumped in time
and direction. Second, location of food
must be unpredictable and, as a result,
birds must leave in different directions
from day to day. Third, food has to last
more than one day. If the food located
yesterday is going to dissappear over night
then it would not be advantageous to go
in that direction today.
I watched birds leave the roost for 66
days and recorded the times and directions
of their departures. Directions were divided
into eighteen separate twenty degree
sections of the compass rose and recorded
at two points, one mile from the roost and
three miles from the roost. I recorded every
departure on each of those days.
Vultures leave the roost well after
sunrise. They leave clumped in time
beginning when thermals begin to form.
On sunny days after cold clear nights
thermal begin to form earlier than they do
after cloudy nights or during cloudy cool
mornings. Regardless of when they begin
to leave the roost, all the vultures leave
during a short period of time. As many as
seventy vultures leave the roost within
thirty minutes of the first departure.
Vultures also leave the roost clumped in
direction. Using the Rayleigh test for
uniform circular distributions (the same
statistical test used to investigate the
navigation capabilities of homing pigeons),
I found that on all 66 days the directions
of the departures were clumped. A few
vultures would not travel in the same
direction as the large group, but most
vultures departed in the same direction.
Therefore, turkey vultures do leave the
roost in groups clumped in time and
direction. However, when the average
directions of departure are compared from
day to day it is found that these vultures
always went in the same direction. Every
day, with no exceptions, they went toward
the southwest. The direction of departure
does not vary from day to day.

Where do they go? They go to the dump.
Specifically, they go to the Calabasas
Sanitary Landfill. The majority of the birds
at this roost feed there every day. As many
as 125 turkey vultures can be seen feeding
there at once. In addition, dozens of crows,
a few ravens, and, during the winter,
thousands of gulls feed there. The vultures
follow the garbage trucks around and feed
on exposed bits of trash. Individual vultures frequently spend the whole day there,
foraging no place else. What information
can be gained at a communal roost if the
birds eat at the same restaurant every day?
Perhaps turkey vultures roost communally for other reasons. There may be some
unique thermoregulatory quality to the
roost site they have selected. Maybe they
are actually roosting communally to avoid
some predator that has not ben identified.
In some situations communal roosts may
act as information centers, but these
vultures roost communally even in the
absence of an information transfer
advantage.

Turkey vultures also forage in flocks. If
they are using local enhancement to
improve their foraging success, they should
follow some simple rules. First, birds
should not be able to defend a carcass. All
flock members should be able to feed on
carcasses that are found. Second, if the food
they find isn't enough to feed every
member of the flock, they should forage
in smaller flocks. If the average carcass can
only feed one vulture, the average flock
size should be one. If the average carcass
is larger, then the average flock size should
be larger. Flock size should always be as
big as can be supported by the food that
the flock finds. Because they have more
eyes, or noses, to detect carrion, a larger
flock will encounter more food and will
have shorter periods of not being able to
find any food.
I tested the relationship between average
carcass size and average flock size by
altering the average carcass size in the
turkey vulture habitat in the area of Malibu
Creek State Park. The amount of carrion
available to the vultures was not changed
but the distribution of carrion was. Car-

casses were lumped together to create
larger "carcasses". If local enhancement
was taking place, flock size should have
increased. Manipulations lasted for one
month and were followed by one month
of unmanipulated carcass size. This two
month cycle was repeated three times.
Flock size was determined by a daily
census of the entire study area and recording the number of foraging vultures that
were within sight of other foraging vultures.
If a vulture was not in sight of any others,
flock size was one. If a vulture was in sight
of three others, flock size was four. A bird
was never included in more than one flock
in one day.
When carcass size was not altered the
average flock size of 80 flocks observed was
1.9- By far the most common flock size was
one. More than half of all foraging vultures
were foraging alone. This would indicate
that the natural carcass size supports a flock
with an average size of one or two birds.
When carcass size was increased, the
average flock size of 74 flocks observed was
2.7. The difference is not statistically
significant. Again the most common flock
size was one. More than half of all foraging
vultures were foraging alone. This indicates
that when carcasses are lumped together
to increase the average carcass size most
vulture flocks do not increase in size, and
the average flock size increases slightly. A
linear regression of flock size versus carcass
size produced a nearly horizontal line at
flock size equal to 2. The typical flock had
just one vulture regardless of the size of
the average carcass. Larger flocks did exist,
but flock size was not governed by the
simple rules of the local enhancement
hypothesis. The reason for their existence
is more complex and requires further study.
In summary, any advantage gained from
information transfer is not adequate to
cause turkey vultures to roost communally.
Turkey vultures in the Santa Monica
mountains roost communally and do not
exchange information at their roost. Turkey
vultures do not flock to improve foraging
success through local enhancement. They
may improve foraging success in other, less
obvious ways by foraging in flocks, since
large foraging flocks do exist.
This study is being continued in central
Texas, an area that has far fewer garbage
dumps and a higher density of turkey
vultures. There are also a large number of
black vultures and crested carcasses there,
which brings up the question of what
advantage is gained from being in a mixed
flock with birds that behave differently. I
have also begun a study of the interaction
of four species of vulture (turkey vulture,
black vulture, king vulture, and lesser
yellow-headed vulture) that live together in
the tropical rain forest in Corcovado
National Park in Costa Rica. Results from
that study, also supported by a grant from
the Los Angeles Audubon Society, will
appear soon.
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IMot News—
But Glad
Tidings

David Gaines
We are saddened to report that David
Gaines, leader of the fight to save Mono
Lake, died January 12 in a head-on road
accident. The snow was blowing heavily
across Highway 395 as David was
returning from working on the Mono
Lake newsletter; apparently the blinded
driver of the other car veered across the
center line.
David's wife suffered a broken wrist
in the collision. Their five year old child
Vireo had a severe head injury and spent
weeks in the hospital, but is now
recovering well. Their younger child
Sage was virtually uninjured.
Our heartfelt sympathies are extended
to David's family. We mourn the passing
of this wonderful man, of whom it has
been truly said that he "believed in his
heart that man could live in harmony
with Nature."

In the year 1621, a genial English scholar
and writer at Oxford finished his 1000 page
work, still in print today, and entitled
Anatomy of Melancholy.
It was a vast work, purportedly dealing
with depression, its causes, effects, and
cures.
But, as a modern introduction by Floyd
Dell says:
" . . . while the book proposes to
anatomize Melancholy, it really celebrates all the wonders of the earth
and all the curious moodss of
mankind."
In dealing with the possible cures of
depression, Burton discusses excursions
and pleasures concerned with wild birds.
He says:
" . . . the most pleasant of all outward pastimes is to make a pretty
progress, a merry journey now and
then with some good companions . . . to walk amongst Orchards,
Gardens, Bowers, Mounts and Arbors,
artificial wildernesses, green thickets,
Arches, Groves, Lawns, Rivulets,
Fountains and such pleasant places . . . Brooks, Pools, Fkhponds,
betwixt wood and water, in a fair
meadow, by a riverside, where are
the ever-changing songs of little
birds, bright colours, and the meadow shrubbery,..."
And again he says:
"A sick man . . . sits upon a green
bank, and when the Dog-star parcheth the plain, and dries up rivers,
he lies in a shady bower, and feeds
his eyes with variety or objects,
herbs, trees; to comfort his misery,
he receives many delightsome
smells, and fills his ears with that
sweet and various harmony of Birds.
Good God!. . . what a company of
pleasures hast thou made for man."
Happily, it is still so today for us.

In Memoriam

D

avid Gaines was an extraordinary
man, a latter-day John Muir, so in*
love with the stark beauty of Mono
Lake that he dedicated his life to saving it.
In an era of public relations superficiality
and shallow cliches his modest, gentle
eloquence stood out as a beacon of
integrity. David was one of us. A birding
wunderkind, he led countless field trips
and wrote the monthly report of southern
California birds for the Western Tanager
when he was 17 years old. Shum Suffel said
he considered it a privilege to follow David
when he took over the column.
Yosemite became his delight: the wildlife, the trees, the flowers, the magnificent
vistas. His excellent book on bird distribution, "Birds of the Yosemite Sierra," is an
invaluable source for the serious birder.
The epic struggle for Mono Lake began
as an impossible David-and-Goliath confrontation. How could a handful of inexperienced amateurs hope to win out against
a monolithic giant like the powerful
independent Los Angeles Water and Power
Department? With David as its moving spirit
the Mono Lake Committee was formed with
headquarters in Lee Vining. It was a learnas-you-go experience which quickly
evolved into a credible organization of
volunteers. David's energy and enthusiasm
won thousands of friends and allies to his
side. He transformed what might have been
another local parochial matter into a
national concern. Contributions came in
from all over; Mono Lake T-shirts appeared
on the East coast. The Committee (with
National, Audubon and Los Angeles

Audubon) sued the City of Los Angeles to
limit diversions of water from the Sierra
creeks that fed the lake. The State Legislature established the Mono Lake Tufa
Reserve and Congress created the Mono
Basin National Forest Scenic Area - with
David lobbying in his quiet way.
It was the way he talked at hearings, at
meetings with environmental organizations, at televised press conferences, that
was so impressive. His intelligence, his
passion, his utter conviction that this was
a noble cause, came across to people. His
most adamant opponents recognized him
as a gentleman, tough but reasonable. Yet
he was not all business. When old friends
from the city came by he dropped his
serious work to spend a couple of hours
of congenial birding. The next birdathon
would make some money, he said, but he
was looking forward to it for the sheer fun
of the chase.
The fight to save Mono Lake has received
a grievous blow, but the movement will go
on until a fair settlement is reached. David
Gaines will always remain for us as the
essential environmentalist, as proof that
one individual, if his goal is true, can move
mountains. The deep shock that was felt
by all when the news of his death broke
upon us was a sign of love - and a disbelief
that it could be true. It is impossible to
think that he is no longer with us, that his
eloquent words will no longer be there to
sitr us. Qur heart go out to his wife and
children. Their physical pain will end; their
spiritual loss is unfathomable.
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Conservation
Conversation
by Sandy Wohlgemuth

Y

ou just can't tell the good guys
from the bad guys anymore. Some
are wearing black hats one day
and white the next. Take ozone. On the
one hand, when the freeways are backed
up for miles and the temperature inversion
clamps a tight lid on the basin, eyes sting,
asthmatics wheeze, and you can't see the
mountains for diddley-squat. On the other
hand, benign Dr. Jekyll ozone sits up in the
stratosphere all around the earth and wards
off a shower of ultraviolet rays from the sun,
saving us from a mess of skin cancers and
probably a lot more. As usual, we the
people seem to be the culprits in all
chapters of the gripping detective mystery,
"The Case of the Ambivalent Ozone."
We've been found guilty of making the
smog and destroying the ozone layer.
The smog slithered into Los Angeles
sometime in the 40's. Though it became
a rich source of material for network
comedians, no one knew for sure what
caused the ugly brown stuff. Eventually the
scientists told us that if you took a handful
of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and mixed it with
a portion of hydrocarbons (HC) and stirred
them together in the presence of sunlight,
you had a fine recipe for smog. Now we
knew pretty well where all the ingredients
came from. The hydrocarbons were mainly
from gasoline, a complex mixture of
organic chemicals obtained from the
distillation of petroleum. They are basically
fancy combinations of carbon and hydrogen that when burned in a car's engine
generate a great deal of energy. But
gasoline combustion produces a witch's
brew of exhaust gases. Carbon dioxide and
water vapor are harmless but the gases to
worry about about are carbon monoxide,
NOx and unbumed gasoline.
NOx, hydrocarbon's smog partner-incrime, is much more prevasive. The burning of any fossil fuel—coal, oil, natural
gas—releases large quantities of nitrogen
oxides into the atmosphere. Stationary
sources—electric utilities, industrial plants
and thousands of home heating furnaces—
are major contributors to NOx. So when the
ambulatory sources—cars, trucks, motorcycles—are added, there is plenty of raw
material for our chemistry experiment:
Sun + NOx + HC = O3 (ozone)
Ozone is the prime cause of the unpleasant
physical effects of smog: the burning eyes,
the constricted chest. Asthmatics have a bad
time and may be seriously affected. As we
know, when concentrations get bad
enough the air quality boards declare smog

alerts and advise restricted activity outside.
Unfortunately that's not all. Other hydrocarbons beside gasoline get into the air.
Tons of solvents like trichloroethylene
(TCE) are used as degreasing agents in
industry. After they've been used, if they're
carelessly disposed of, TCE and its relatives
may percolate into the underground water
supply. When they make their way from
wells to the kitchen faucet and are ingested
they may cause cancer. When they escape
to the air along with other solvents used
in dry cleaning or in oil-based paints, they
hover around waiting to mate with molecules of NOx and give birth to harmful
ozone.
Now for nice-guy ozone. Several billion
years ago, when the earth had cooled
down, life is believed to have originated
as microscopic one-celled organisms in the
ocean. As eons passed, larger multicellular
plants and animals developed, stilled
confined to the warm seas. The earth was
bombarded with ultraviolet radiation from
the sun and living organisms were protected from its destructive effect by the
water that covered them and absorbed the
rays. With the long passage of time green
plants proliferated, releasing more and
more oxygen into the atmosphere in the
normal process of photosynthesis. Oxygen
gas consists of two atoms linked together
as the O2 molecule. Ultraviolet (UV) rays
split a very small number of O2 molecules
into single oxygen atoms (O) which may
combine with O2 to form ozone O3. Ozone
rises to the stratosphere, the upper atmosphere about 7 to 40 miles above the earth.
It is thought that only when enough oxygen
was produced by the green plants could
enough ozone reach the stratosphere to
form a protective layer and permit life
forms to colonize the land. Like water,
ozone absorbs UV rays. The energy of
radiation breaks down O3 to O2 and O and
then recombines them to O3. So far as we
know, life on earth is the only life anywhere
in the universe. Our neat little world may
have survived in all its marvelous variety
because of the padded insulation of that
simple ozone molecule.
Today, milions and millions of years after
life appeared on the land we find that
changes have been made. The chemical
revolution of the last hundred years has
finally reached into the heavens. The
assualt on the stratosphere may turn out to
be far more serious than acid rain, polluted
wells, oil spills and the Bhopal tragedy.
Very recently scientists decided that

destruction of the ozone layer is caused by
two related groups of apparently harmless
substances: chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)
and halons (bromofluorocarbons). The
most common uses of these chemicals are
as coolants in auto air conditioners, in
freezers and refrigerators, and as propellants in aerosol cans of hair spray, paints,
deodorants, etc. (The well-known brand
name, Freon, is a CFC.) They are widely
used in industry as cleaning compounds,
in fire extinguishers and in the manufacture
of styrofoam products. Until recently they
were considered ideal substances: versatile,
stable, inert, non-flammable and completely safe for human use. Alas, our
technology sems to revel in this cruel
mockery; think of DDT and asbestos.
It is estimated that it takes ten years for
CFCs and halons to rise from the gouund
to the stratosphere. At that height these
erstwhile stable chemicals become vulnerable to that old devil ultraviolet light. They
are broken down and release chlorine gas.
The involved chemistry of the reaction
creates a condition where a single chlorine
atom can eliminate 100,000 ozone molecules. What has been noticed in the last
decade is that samples of air in the
stratosphere have shown a significant
depletion of ozone. An alarming and
incompletely explained discovery is that a
hole in the ozone layer exists above
Antarctica. The possibility that this disintergration of the ozone layer may be a portent
of its extension over populated parts of the
globe is a scientific nightmare. As widely
reported in the world press, increased UV
radiation will vastly increase the occurence
of cataracts and skin cancers. (We may
recall the cartoonists' delight in Secretary
of the Interior Donald Hodel's fatuous
remarks that it wasn't anything that sunglasses and suntan lotion wouldn't prevent.) In addition, our food supply could
be drastically curtailed. Yields of cereal
crops would be seriously affected and
losses of phytoplankton and other plants
in the sea would damage the ocean food
chain, reducing the harvest of fish for
human consumption.
In 1978, Congress banned the use of
CFCs inn aerosols, but only the Scandinavian countries followed suit. No action
was taken for CFCs used in refrigeration or
in industrial processes. The auto makers say
it would costs one billion dollars to
redesign auto air conditioners to accept
subsitutes for CFCs.
In September 1987, the U.N. sponsored
a meeting in Montreal of representatives of
24 nations plus those in the European
Economic Community. After much compromise, an agreement was signed to
regulate the production of CFCs and
halons. "Never before have the world's
principal industrial and developing nations
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agreed to control an aspect of their
economies in response to an intangible
long-term threat to the environment." (The
Nation, Oct. 10,1987.) That any meaningful
curtailment of CFCs and halons was
accomplished with a $2.2 billion-a-year
world industry at stake demonstrates that
a lot of people are really scared. Lest we
cheer too loudly and too soon, it must be
said that the agreement will maintain the
current level of production of these
chemicals into the 1990s. It will not reduce
the level, but if the pact had not been
signed production in the 90s would have
doubled that of today. The "long-term
threat to the environment" may be somewhat less than long-term. The most recent
investigations of the scientific community
indicate the chilling possibility that the rate
of decline of the ozone layer may be greater
than originally estimated. It may be later
than we think. Also, because CFCs and
halons are so stable, they are long-lived;
if their manufacture was cut off cold-turkey
tomorrow they would still continue to
erode our productive layer. If further
testing conclusively shows an alarming
change for the worst, the signatories of the
Montreal accord may well accelerate more
stringent curbs on production.
What is to be done about the ozone
dilemma? Locally there are some signs of
new vitality in attacking the eternal smog
problem. Although emission controls on
autos and federal efforts to improve
mileage have worked reasonably well,
more cars pour into our congested freeways
as the pollution increases. People move
into the hinterland where houses are
cheaper but many still commute vast
distances to the central city. The South
Coast Air Quality Management District, in
a fresh burst of energy, has set new goals
for this huge basin. Its members are
pushing the ride-sharing program vigorously and expect it to reduce rush-hour
traffic by as much as 25%. That's a tall order
and if only half that amount is achieved it
will be a great victory. Perhaps more
visionary but more exciting is their plan to
shift 40% of all autos from gasoline to
electric batteries or clean-burning alcohol
in the next 20 years. They are also talkipg
about cutting back trucks using diesel fuel
by 70%. Banning gasoline-operated lawn
mowers is also on their list(!), an idea so
far out it might cause a middle-class
revolution. (If they could only melt down
all the leaf-blowers in the area some of us
may begin to hear again.) We wish the
SCAQMD all the luck in the world; they'll
need it and so will we.
There is little the individual can do to
stop the erosion of the ozone layer. We're
in the hands of scientists and the politicians. Planes and satellites continue to
collect samples of the suffering stratosphere and we can only cheer on the
explorers in this new and crucial field. It
is encouraging that the Montreal meeting

was a successful beginning of a cooperative
effort of most of the nations of the world.
We fervently hope that ways will soon be
fouund to outlaw the remaining sources of
the chemicals that are threatening the
health and possibly the existence of
millions of people.
After Hiroshima, Albert Einstein said,
"The unleashed power of the atom has
changed everything save our modes of
thinking, and we thus drift toward unparalleled catastrophe." Have we listened to
his warning? It has been over 40 years since
those words were spoken and today there
are 50,000 nuclear missiles in the world's
arsenals. The two major powers are just
beginning to talk seriously about reducing
some short-range weapons. How do we
change our thinking about the environmental hobgoblins that haunt us? Can we—the
world's people—go on indefinitely submitting to poisons in our food and water, acid
rain, another billion souls on this planet,
destruction of vital habitat, other
Chernobyls?
It is difficult to know how to change the
world. Einstein put his finger on our
agonizing dilemma but he didn't tell us
how to change our thinking. Does it begin
with the individual with a new "mode of
thinking" and lifestyle who influences his
neighbors and then the community, the
nation, and the rest of the world? Is that
realistic? Some sense of the gravity of the
condition of the ozone layer and the horror
of nuclear war must have prompted the tiny
steps we have witnessed toward solution
of these ominous problems. Perhaps we
need the terrible threat of extinction before
we can act. But can we afford to wait?

GREAT NEWS! The ambitious plan to
preserve the Carrizo Plain (see Western
Tanager, June 1987) was given a sensational

send-off in January this year when the
Nature Conservancy bought eight ranches
totalling 82,000 acres. Collectively they are
considered the last remaining example of
the southern San Joaquin Valley ecosystem.
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
California Department of Fish and Game
have initiated a plan to guide the development of this Carrizo Natural Heritage
Reserve. Among others, the steering committee includes the Nature Conservancy
and National Audubon.
Birders from all over are drawn to the
Carrizo by the magnet of rarely-seen raptors
such as Peregrine and Prairie falcons,
Ferruginous and Rough-legged hawks and
Golden eagles. Thousands of Horned larks
and Water pipits sail over the grass and
hovering Mountain bluebirds are a special
delight. The prime attraction for many is
the large flock of Sandhill cranes that feed
in the fields and usually cluster around
alkaline Soda Lake. This year there have
been an estimated 6000 cranes. On one day
in January it seemed as if all 6000 were in
the air at one time, circling majestically
over the plain, booming out their loud call.
An impressive display.
The confidence of the sponsors of the
Reserve is demonstrated by the early reintroduction of Tule elk and Pronghom
antelope into the foothills of the Temblor
and Caliente ranges that form the Plain.
This is land already owned by the BLM.
Some of these animals have already been
seen near Soda Lake.
The question of oil, discussed in the June
issue, has not been resolved as yet, though
one of the big oil companies (all those
involved own mineral rights in the Carrizo)
has dug a deep hole with no positive result.
The goal is eventually to acquire 200,000
acres of the Plain. This recent purchase is
a splendid harbinger of things to come.

"This isn't going to do the old ozone
layer any good, that's for sure."
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Birds of the Season
byKimballL. Garrett

I

n my earliest days of active birding it was David Gaines who
wrote the "Birds of the Season"
column for the Western Tanager. David
emerged then, and over the next couple
of decades, as a birder, educator, scientist
and conservationist with a keen grasp of
the natural world and a passionate and
energetic mission to preserve the quality
and splendor of California's environment.
In David's hard work on behalf of our
natural world and all of us who live in it,
and in his tragic and untimely death, we
should be constantly reminded of all we
must do to understand and protect the
world in which we live. And we should
enjoy California's natural beauty and the
lessons of its natural processes with the
peaceful passion that David showed. The
birds we report below stand as just a small
tribute to David Gaines and all he has
taught us. To Sally, Sage, and Vireo, we owe
the promise that we will all work toward
a future where "Birds of the Season" can
always report happy news of abundant and
diverse birds in a clean and free
environment.
The "Bird of the Season" honors could
certainly only go to the female Xantus'
Hummingbird frequenting Virgil Ketner's
Ventura neighborhood after 30 January.
Virgil had already played host to a male
Broad-billed Hummingbird through the
winter when an odd buffy hummingbird
with a cinnamon tail and a prominent white

post-ocular stripe was discovered around
the bottlebrush in his neighbor's driveway.
A couple of hundred pairs of birders' eyes
later there was unanimous agreement that
the bird was a female Xantus', a species
endemic to the southern half of Baja
California (but not quite at home on "Via
Baja" in Ventura). Sandy Wilbur, in "Birds
of Baja California," implies that the species
occurs sparingly to within 150 miles of the
California border. A sight record of a male
from the Anza-Borrego desert in San Diego
County, a year ago suggests, along with the
present record, that this species may stray
with some regularity north of its normal
range (not an unusual event for a hummingbird). Late news tells of nest construction behavior by the Ventura female Xantus'
—and speculation as to any potential
paternity. As another postscript, Guy
McCaskie found a female Broad-billed
Hummingbird at the same locality on 31
January. This certainly would seem to be
a haven for well-traveled hummingbirds, as
well as clear evidence that saturation
coverage of a small area will continuously
produce sightings of unusual birds.
Birders visiting the Ventura/Santa Barbara area will be treated to a number of
other unusual birds. Just down the street
from "hummingbird madness" was the
wintering Grace's Warbler (but "Oak
Road Grace" has alas not made it through
her ninth winter at her Montecito wintering
site). The White Wagtail in Ventura was
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seen through January—minus a tail (courtesy of a Cooper's Hawk?) and thus perhaps
better ca'lled a "wagrump." A male
Common Grackle at a refuse disposal site
in Santa Barbara was, surprisingly, only the
second to be found in California; despite
its choice of habitat, this is certainly not
a trash bird on the west coast. Among the
many other birds in that general area was
a female Tufted Duck near the Lake
Cachuma Dam.
I haven't received enough information
from Christmas Count compilers to give
even a rough summary of count results,
though many of the birds mentioned above
and below were recorded on the region's
many counts. Morro Bay, Santa Barbara,
Moss Landing, and Orange County (coastal)
all had phenomenal species totals in the
210 to 215 range, though rumor has it that
Freeport, Texas, squeaked past with a total
of 216 species. Most local counts enjoyed
good species totals, in part because of the
influx of montane/boreal species. We hope
to print more details on count results soon
(or you can wait. . . and wait... for the
American Birds Christmas Bird Count issue
to appear).
A good variety of waterfowl appeared in
the region this winter. Two Ross's Geese
were at Apollo Lake, Lancaster, on 14
January (Dick and Bea Smith), with one on
Quail Lake the same day. The tiny Canada
Goose of the race minima remained at
Malibu Lagoon through January. An amazing total of 27 Blue-winged Teal was
recorded in Pico Rivera on 2 January (John
Schmitt). One of our earliest spring
migrants is the Cinnamon Teal; this year,
for example, a male was seen near Malibu
Lagoon (where none wintered) on 24
January. Two male Eurasian Wigeon were
at Wilderness Park in Downey through
January (John Schmitt et at); another male ~
in Long Beach, behind the Virginia Country
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Club, on 31 January (Ted Spreadbury). The
Surf Scoter flocks off El Segundo were
scoured by Jonathan Alderfer on 17
December, yielding two White-winged
Scoters, a Black Scoter, and a female
Oldsquaw. Five Black Scoters were present
in that area a few days later.
An adult Bald Eagle was found over
Bouquet Reservoir on 30 January (Jean
Brandt). Another raptor of interest was a
dark morph Rough-legged Hawk wintering near the mouth of the Ventura River.
American Avocets were more in evidence than usual at Malibu Lagoon, with
up to fifteen present through January. A
first-winter Franklin's Gull was seen
intermittently at Malibu Lagoon after being
discovered just east of the pier by Don Galli
on 7 January. Six Mew Gulls at MacArthur
Park in January further suggest that this
species is regular at this downtown locality
(Bob Van Meter). A first-winter Blacklegged Kittiwake was present at Malibu
Lagoon after 23 January (Michael Mclaughlin). A single Common Tern at Malibu
Lagoon on 1 January (Kimball Garrett and
Jonathan Alderfer) was out of season. A call
from Art Baker tells of three Black
Skimmers just south of the Hermosa
Beach Pier on 2 February; large numbers
of skimmers were at Bolsa Chica through
the period. Three Common Murres were
seen by Dick and Bea Smith at Playa del
Rey on 8 January.
Eighty to one hundred Band-tailed
Pigeons in Carlisle Canyon near Westlake
was quite a concentration for the western
Santa Monica Mountains (Erik Otto, 6
December). Vaux's Swifts, generally
absent in southern California in winter, can
be downright common when they are
encountered at this season; an example
would be a flock of 200-300 seen by John
Schmitt between Legg Lake and Pico Rivera
on 2 January. The Spotted Owl in Claremont remained at Fifth and College to find
the end of January (Henry Childs). A
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker found on the
Malibu Christmas Count at Lake Calabasas
(Jean Brandt, 20 December) was never
relocated. Somewhat out of range was a
Hairy Woodpecker near Harbor Lake on
2 January (Kimball Garrett). Eastern ^
Phoebe reports came from Harbor Lake, *
Newport Bay (East Bluff Park), and Santa
Barbara. Five Northern Rough-winged
Swallows at the Hollywood Reservoir on
3 January were out of season (Jean Brandt).
There seems to have been some movement of Steller's Jays below their breeding range this winter. John Schmitt reports
one wintering in Norwalk, and a bird in
Newton Canyon in the Santa Monica
Mountains was present on the Malibu
Christmas Count and remained at least to
21 January Gerry Lacy). One or two birds
were present in Glendale during the latter
half of January (J irn Jennings). A Brown
Creeper was creeping around Exposition
Park on 1 February (Kimball Garrett).

Varied Thrushes were widespread
through the region in December and
January, e.g. nine in Norwalk on 4 January
(John Schmitt). A Townsend's Solitaire
was feasting on mistletoe berries in Newton
Canyon on 20-21 January (Jerry Lacy).
Plumbeous Solitary Vireos graced two
LAA.S.-sponsored Christmas Counts. One
was on Pt. Dume on 20 December (Kimball
Garrett, Dick Viet, Bobbie Braun), and
another was on the Los Angeles Country
Club on 3 January (Jonathan Alderfer and
Ken Kendig). Jerry Friedman ran into
Black-and-White Warblers at Huntington
Beach Central Park on 24 January and at
Rocky Nook Park, Santa Barbara, on 30

January. The Worm-eating Warbler

Membership
Memo
A recent letter from National Audubon
advises of a new policy that has been
enforced since September, 1987. Chapter
memberships have been changed automatically, when a person moves into the area
of another chapter.
It is suggested that if you move, and wish
to remain affiliated with Los Angeles
Audubon, you request that your chapter not
be changed when you send in your address
change.

found in Zuma Canyon on the Malibu
Christmas Count (Hank and Priscilla Brodkin, 20 December) could not be refound.
However, a Summer Tanager was there,
along Bonsall Dr., on 1 January (Kimball
Garrett, Jonathan Alderfer). An immature

male Rose-breasted Grosbeak frequented Gail and Fritz Baumgarten's
Sherman Oaks yard from New Year's Day
through the first week of January. Lepidopterist Julian Donahue switched gears to find
a Green-tailed Towhee in his Mount
Washington yard on Christmas Day (the
towhee was still present on 17 January). A
male Baltimore Oriole was in the Sepulveda Basin on 3 January (Steve Ducatman).
Malibu Lagoon's wintering Rusty Blackbird was still present at the end of January,
getting less rusty all the time as its fall
feather tips continue to wear.
March and April probably yield fewer
new sightings of rarities than any other
months of the year. Maybe this is a blessing
— a time to learn more about our breeding
birds and regular spring migrants. Breeding
Bird Atlas projects continue in several
southern California counties (sadly, not Los
Angeles County) and deserve your time and
energies. Loons, scoters, brants and other
seabirds will be streaming past coastal
promontories during March and April,
providing an excellent opportunity to
practice flight identification and censusing
skill (as well as chance to ponder the
magnitude of these long, labored flights
from Baja California to the Arctic). These
months also represent an opportunity to
view shorebirds in their full alternate dress.
In short, it's a great time to be in the field
before the baseball season starts.
Send any interesting bird observations to: .
Kimball L Garrett
Section of Birds and Mammals
Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County
900 Exposition Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90007
or phone (213) 820-8170
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^ANNOUNCEMENTS
EVENING MEETINGS
Meet at 8:00 p.m. in Plummer Park

IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS
Precede the regular evening meetings,
7:30 - 8:00 p.m.

FIELD TRIPS
CALL THE TAPE!

Tuesday, March 8 - Bob Pitman will give a
brief talk on The Status of Marine Bird
Populations o n Clipperton Is. With the help
of a research grant from Los Angeles Audubon
Bob Pitman has continued his research on
Clipperton Is., a remote island off the west coast
of Mexico. Bob will share some of the results
of his work on Clipperton and discuss some of
the marine birds that breed there.

Before setting out for any field trip, call the
Audubon Bird Tape, (213) 874-1318 for special
instructions or possible emergency cancellations
that may have occurred by the Thursday before
the trip.

Tuesday, April 12 - Herb Clark will delve into
the intricacies of identifying some of our local
species of Female Hummingbirds.

Steven Hoffman with an immature (left) and an
adult Northern Goshawk, Goshute Mtns., NV.
Tuesday, March 8 - Steve Hoffman, President
of the Western Foundation for Raptor Conservation, will present a program on Raptor
Migration In the Western United States.
Knowledge of raptor migration routes and
wintering locations is essential for protecting a
healthy ecosystem that all birds of prey rely on.
In 1979 Steve discovered a large, previously
unknown Fall raptor migrantion route in the
Goshute Mts. of Nevada. Since 1983, when
standardized daily migration counts were begun,
over 32,000 hawks of 18 species have been
recorded at this site and over 5,000 hawks have
been banded. His work is really the first
quantitive work done on migrating birds of prey
in the West and its continuation is essential for
monitoring their continued survival. (See Steve's
article in the last Western Tanager.) And please
join us for a look at this exciting project.
Tuesday, April 12 - Guy Commeau will
present The Two Worlds of Peru. From the
Amazon to the Andes to the cold Humbolt
Current, Peru is a land of contrasts—and has
recorded over 1600 species of birds! It's also the
birthplace of the great Inca civilization. Mr.
Commeau's program will explore both the
natural history and the archeological history of
this fascinating country.

Sunday, March 6 - In cooperation with the
Santa Monica Mountains Task Force, meet leader
Gerry Haigh for his monthly morning walk
through Topanga State Park. Spend a pleasant
spring morning birding the oak woodlands,
meadows, and chaparral. From Topanga Canyon
Blvd. take a very sharp turn east on Entrada Dr.
(7 miles south of Ventura Blvd., 1 mile north
of Topanga Village). Keep bearing left on
Entrada Dr. at various road forks to parking lot
at end. $3 parking fee.
Saturday, March 12 - Join Bon Shanman for
his monthly walk in the Ballona Wetlands.
Expect a wide variety of shorebirds, perhaps a
few raptors, and maybe a surprise or two. Meet
at 8:00 a.m. at the Pacific Avenue Bridge. Take
Marina Freeway 90 west to Culver Blvd., turn left
to Pacific Avenue, then right to footbridge at end.
$3 charge for parking if no street parking is
available.

Los Angeles Audubon Society
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
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Saturday, March 12 - Bolsa Chica. "Expect
the unexpected" while viewing shorebirds,
ducks, gulls, terns, raptors during a morning
walk. Leader Loren Hays says even Peregrine
Falcon and No. Fulmar have been seen there.
Take the Seal Beach Blvd. exit from the Hwy 405
to Coast Hwy, then South to marked parking lot
across from State Beach, between Golden West
and Warner. Meet at 8:00 a.m. Bring scopes and
lunch.
Saturday, March 12 - David White will lead
a morning walk at the Whittier Narrows
Regional Park looking for migrants plus a good
variety of land and water birds. Meet at 8:00 a.m.
at the Nature Center, 1000 Durfee Ave., So. El
Monte, off Fwy 60 between Santa Anita and Peck
Dr. exits, west of Fwy 605.
Tuesday, March 22 L.A. State & County
Aboretum. Barbara Cohen will lead a morning walk through varied habitat looking for quail,
owls, herons, raptors and early migrants. Meet
at 8:00 a.m. in front of the gatehouse in the
parking lot. On Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, just south
of Fwy 210, on the west side of the street.
Saturday, April 9 - Join B o n Shanman for his
monthly walk in the Ballona Wetlands. See
March 12 for details.
Saturday, April 9 David White will lead a
morning walk at the W h i t t i e r Narrows
Regional Park. See March 12 for details.
Sunday, April 10 - Gerry Haigh at Topanga
State Park. See March 6 for details.
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Sunday, April 10 - Fred and Carolyn Heath
will be coming north from San Diego to lead
this annual adventure to the Antelope Valley.
The first stop will be the quest to find Carolyn
her life Le Conte's Thrasher (which she claims
is a non-existent inside joke played on novice
birders). Even if we miss the thrasher again,
Ladder-backed Woodpecker and Scott's Oriole
will probably be found. After several stops in the
Valley the outing will terminate at the Edwards
Air Force Base Piute Ponds and adjacent marshes.
And if no exciting birds are found, the trip will
be worth it just for the wildflowers, which should
be spectacular this year. Meet at the LamontOdett Overlook (of Lake Palmdale) on Route 14
just south of Palmdale, at 7:30 a.m. Bring lunch
and plenty of water.

