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Spectacled Tyrant

I

t was the call of Tierra del Fuego
that did it! There were more and
maybe better birds in Peru. Bob
Ridgely was leading a Chile Trip. But to this
retired zoologist, it was the call of the land
of Darwin's travels on the Beagle that made
the decision easy. Argentina south to the
end of the hemisphere was the choice for
October, 1987!
The trip was another of the Victor
Emanuel Nature Tours, led by Steve Hilty,
author of "Birds of Columbia" and by
Maurice Rumboll, Argentina's finest ornithologist, who described the Hooded
Grebe in 1974. There were 10 members of
the group. The pace was not killing as I,
at age 63 and less than the median age of
the group, was able to keep up!
Food was adequate, if you can put up
with 2 inch "befe de lomo" steaks frequently. In Ushuaia, TDF, the m e n u
included 35 ways to secrve "Centolla," their
local crab! As usual on VENT tours, one
does not lose weight.
A word about Argentina. This is the only
country, to my knowledge, south of the

Mexican border where you can drink the
water and eat the lettuce! It took me several
days to get over my reluctance to do this
as past training had taught me NO! The
people are friendly and we saw no evidence of political unrest. A liter of beer in
Buenos Aires was 50 cents. The exchange
rate was $ 1 = 4 Australs. One Austral = 1000
pesos; one peso = 100 centavos. Few coins
are in circulation as a result of inflation,
the metal in coins becomes more valuable
as metal washers! A superb meal on the
town cost about $7. An unlimited plane
pass for two weeks costs $200 (!!!), - a
bargain in a country where places to visit
are so far apart.
Argentina is a big country, eighth largest
in the world. The northern border at Bolivia
is 3000 miles above Tierra del Fuego to the
south. Most of the population is concentrated in the northeast around Buenos
Aires, a pleasant city. The population
speaks Spanish but is composed of 40%
Italians plus many other European groups.
There are few Orientals. There is lots of
open country for birds, cattle and sheep.

Our trip was delightful. Where else in South
America do the people say "Ciao"?
For identification and background information, the recent fieldguide entitled
"Guia Para La Identificacion De Las Aves
De Argentina Y Uruguay" by T. Narosky and
D. Yzurieta (1986) was useful to us (and
will be more so when the English edition
comes out!). Distribution maps, description
and illustrations occur at the rate of four
species to the page. It is available at the
Audubon Bookstore. NGS it isn't, but Bob
Ridgely's first South American volume will
be available soon.
THE PAMPAS
Consisting of flat, lush grasslands devoted
to cattle raising, the pampas covers a semicircular area of about 500 miles radius to
the south and west of Buenos Aires and the
river systems which form the Rio de La
Plata. It is in the temperate zone from about
35-40 degrees south latitude. Where the
soil is deeper on the "hills" of 10-12 ft.,
trees do occur to the delight of the Monk
Parakeets. The water table, at least in the
areas we visited, was very close to the
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"non-flycatcher-like activities that we were
to see.
Close by were several Rufous Horneros,
the national bird of Argentina and another
fumarid. Not a spectacular species as it is
a LBJ (little brown job) but its nest is the
classic ovenbird nest, a round ball of mud
a foot in diameter positioned in the most
obvious places, such as the top of a
fencepost. A Golden-breasted Woodpecker
called. A Great Grebe glided by on the lake.
An old friend, a Burrowing Owl, watched
us from across the field where Southern
Lapwings were nesting. Great Horned Owls
occur down here also. It was spring in
Argentina.
San Glemente de Tuyu is a summer resort
town on the coast. Thus, they opened the
hotel for us and we were the only customers! As there was no central heating, we
used several blankets on the bed. By the
time we left, we had learned that we could
heat our room by turning on the hot
shower. I might add at this point that my
room-mate was Bob Clements, Jim's (of
Checklist of the World fame) brother. We
had a great time together. From our
window over looking the south Atlantic, we
could see numbers of Black-browed Albatross and White-chinned Petrels gliding
Elegant Crested Tinamou

surface. Thus, there were many ponds,
marshes and the many associated
waterbirds.
The entire package included a pre-trip to
Iquazu during which I got reaquainted with
many species seen in Brazil in 1986 (see
Childs, Western Tanager 53(7), April) and
a post-trip to northwestern Argentina which
I would have liked to have attended but
couldn't Jbecause of a date with a surgeon.
It would have been great to have added
the Andean, the Great and the Horned
Coots to the other three species of coots
seen on the main part of the trip. Imagine,
six species of coots on one trip!
So, this is a report on the main portion
of the trip. It started at Buenos Aires with
a bus trip to San Clemente de Tuyu on the
coast to the southeast through pampas
country.
San Clemente de Tuyu
Roads are good and mostly paved throughout much of Argentina. Traffic, after we left
the immediate area of BA, was almost nonexistent. Our first stop was at the marshes
at Monte.
In the tule-like rushes we found a group
of delightful marsh species. There were the
startlingly beautiful Scarlet headed Blackbird, the closely related Brown and Yellow
Marshbird, Wren-like Rushbird (a fumarid),
and the Warbling Doradito (a tyrannid). But
the gem of the entire trip was a tiny
flycatcher, the Many-colored Rush-tyrant.
Looking and acting like a warbler, this
tyrant flycatcher was a joy to behold. It was
the first of a number of tyrannids doing
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past while Kelp and Band-tailed Gulls
scavenged along the beach.
Shorebirding along the inlet and marshes
was fabulous. We were in the center of the
wintering range of Hudsonian Godwits.
Thousands of them were mixed with White rumped, Pectoral and Stilt Sandpipers,
Golden Plover, and Red Knots. Brownhooded and Gray-hooded Gulls gave us
exercise in identification of gull plumages
while Snowy-crowned Terns flew by. Black
Skimmers and a Chilean Flamingo were
upstream.
Nearby in the dunemarsh area we found
the Long-tailed Reed Finch, Frecklebreasted Thornbird, Bay-capped WrenSpintail, White-crested and Sooty Tyrannulets, and Short-billed and Correndera
Pipits. The Southern Painted Snipe eluded
us but the Chioe Wigeon didn't. Those
were the highlights of the morning!
After lunch we traveled to the Estancia
Englasia where Maurice Rumboll was
raised. It was typical of the large ranches
of the pampas. Here, Greater Rheas,
magnificent birds, are protected from
hunting; roasted Rhea is considered a
delicacy. We added Ringed Teal and
Aplomada Cardinal to our rapidly growing
list.
The next day, we found Coscoba and
Black-necked Swans, Red Shoveler, Whitetufted Grebe, White-winged, Red-fronted
and Red-gartered Coots along with Spotflanked and Common Gallinules. Buffbellied Sandpipers were in the fields. A
Pampas Hog-nosed Skunk added a mammal
to our list. The odd Southern Screamers
(Anhimidae) intrigued us as it was a new
family for many, a very odd duck!
Three species of cowbirds were seen in
this area. The Shiny Cowbird parasitizes
many species. The Screaming Cowbird
Magellanic Penguins

Southern Screamers with White-faced Ibis

specializes on the Bay-winged Cowbird
which in turn uses the Monk Parakeet nests
for its nest site. The parakeet nests may be
massive accumulations of grass and land
does not develop thermals to assist them
in flight or are there high places to jump
off of. The above information was casually
dropped by Maurice in his wonderful,
"Rumpole of the Bailey" British accent.
Maurice had much of his education in
Scotland and could roll an rrr with the best
of them!
Enroute back to BA we saw the big stick
nests of the Firewood Gather (another

furnariid), Harris Hawk, Grassland Yellow
Finch, Chotoy and Chicle Spinetails, Checkered Woodpecker, Narrow-billed and
Vermillion Flycatcher. Rufous-collared
Sparrow was to become our constant
companion: (Zonotricia capensis) and
Picazuro Pigeon, Giant Wood Rail and many
other species gave us a good introduction
to the birds of this great country.
PATAGONIA-North

Patagonia is a sparsely settled, sheep
producing area. It is characterized by low
rainfall, winds and desert-like shrub vegetation. I was amazed to see creosote bush
and Ephedra appearing hardly different
from areas to be seen in the Mojave Desert.
Believe me, however, the birds were
different!
We flew 600 miles south to Trelew in
Chubut Province, an area settled by the
Welsh. From there, it was a one hour trip
by bus to Puerto Madryn. First, however,
a quick stop at the Trelew sewer ponds for
White-cheeked Pintail, Crested Duck,
Wilson's Phalarope and Long-tailed Meadowlark, the latter such a beautiful bird. At
the Hotel Peninsula Valdes, dinner was at
2115 and we were in bed by midnight, a
long day but we were in Patagonia and
Darwin country at last.
At Punto Tombo, about 60 miles south
of Trelew, is located a colony of Magellanic
Penguins estimated at well over a million
birds. We don't normally think of penguins
occurring as far north as 44 degrees south
latitude on the coast of central Argentina.
Needless to say, this is a major tourist
attraction. . . if you happen to be in the
area.
.
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Rufous-collared Sparrow
Our activities were restricted to a small
area of this huge colony but this did not
keep us from seeing lots of penguins at very
close range. Nesting had already begun and
birds were on the nest. Nests were seen
in cavities that had been excavated in the
hard gravelly soil. The nesting season starts
in early October when the birds return from .
the sea. The clutch of two eggs is incubated
for 40 days. Chicks leave the nest in
February and a northern migration in late
April leaves the colony deserted during the
austral winter. Mortality is high. Only 50%
of the chicks make it to the sea in average
years. Some years norie do, as a result of
varying food supply.
Avian predators associated with t h e
colony were Antarctic Skuas, Kelp and
Dolphin Gulls. Along the shore we saw our
first Rock and King Cormorants. A pair of
the rare endemic, the White-headed Flightless Steamer Duck, fed leisurely along the
rocks. Southern Giant-Petrels flew just
overhead.
Inland, enroute, we were pleased to see
the Lesser or Darwin's Rhea, a smaller and
less colorful species than the Greater, as
well as fleeting glimpses of the Elegantcrested Tinamou. Three canesteros, Lesser,
Patagonian and Cordilleran; four tyrannids,
the Mouse-brown Monija and a regular for
the rest of the trip, the Rufous-backed
Negrito, a ground-feeding flycatcher,
Yellow-billed Tit-tyrant, and Greater Wagtail Tyrant; Patagonian Mockingbird; Patagonian Yellow Finch, Common Diuca Finch
and Mourning Sierra Finch.
Excellent views were seen of t h e
Guanco, a relative of the llama. This
delightful animal is described in Darwin's
"Voyage of the Beagle" as an animal made
up of parts left over from the Creation; its
neck is too long, the legs are too short and
its posterior appendage resembles nothing

more than the handle of a teapot (which
it does!). A pair of Patagonian Cavies or
Maras, 30 inches tall, topped off a very
exciting day.

The Valdes Peninsula
The Valdes Peninsula is a major promontory on the east coast of central Argentina.
It is also an area of major biological
interest. Studies on the Right Whale, (so
named because it didn't sink when harpooned!), are being carried out by the New
York Zoological Society. Large breeding
colonies of Southern Elephant Seals and
Southern Sea Lions occur. There is a large,
bird-breeding island preserve, all protected

by the Argentine government. All in all, a
nice place to spend the day.
While we looked across the water to the.
Isla de Pajaros, a flock of American Oystercatchers and our first Blackish Oyster
catcher fed. South American Terns called
from the Isla. A pair of Red-backed Hawks
and a Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle soared
overhead.
At the whale camp, a Plain-mantled TitSpinetail nested in a box on the front porch.
Giant Petrels flew over. Fossil oysters,
probably miocene in age, jutted out of the
cliff sides and big ones, about a foot long,
were used as edging around the front
garden! A small six-foot whale skull awaited
shipment to New York.
At the sea lion colony our first Snowy
Sheathbills (family Chionidae) were seen.
Shortly after we left this site, a male Elegantcrested Tinamou was spotted brooding
small chicks alongside the road. By the time
the bus stopped, my head and camera were
sticking out the back window with excellent results for both. That's the good news.
The bad news is that we missed the Whitethroated Chalote and with a name like that,
who would want to miss it? Bed at 2300,
another short night.

To Be Continued

Next Month: Southern Patagonia

Please feel free to contact me at 1875 N.
First Ave. Upland, Ca 91786 if I can assist
you in a similar experience. Good birding.
Magellanic Penguin
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Birds of the Season
by Kimball Garrett

T

here weren't any. I never thought
I'd start this article quite like that,
and of course it isn't literally true,
but there isn't much to report. Our fall and
early winter "invasion" of montane birds
slowly trickled out, and rarities found
through the winter were old news by
February. Windy weather prevailed through
much of February; experience tells us that
wind rarely "blows in" unusual birds here
- mostly it just makes the trees move
around a lot so birds are hard to see, and
it makes the tripods of our spotting scopes
shake. February has redeeming features, of
course. Our hillsides and deserts sport a
greenery which is lacking through most of
the rest of the year. Swallows begin to
stream northward, and Allen's Hummingbird brighten up the coastal areas. But
February was largely a holding pattern for
the coming spring migration.
Our most celebrated rarity, the Xantus'
Hummingbird in Ventura, sat and sat and
sat on her two eggs - as of this writing they
have failed to hatch, perhaps making the
"paternity" question moot. The White
Wagtail, Broad-billed Hummingbirds, and
other Ventura area rarities were seen
through much of February. An intriguing
local report was received from Robert
Munsey of Canoga Park - up to three
Chestnut-backed Chickadees in his yard 31
January to 2 February; unfortunately the
sighting, which would be a first for Los
Angeles County, could not be confirmed by

other observers. This species, which breeds
south to northwesternmost Santa Barbara,
has been recorded twice around the city
of Santa Barbara, but never farther south
along the coast. The brief description
suggests that the birds might have come,
instead, from the brighter nominate race - perhaps accompanying irruptive Mountain
Chickadees. The nominate race breeds
locally in the Sierra Nevada, though there
are no records of southerly wanderers.
An unseasonal report of zfrigatebird (do
we really know that all of our frigatebirds
are Magnificents?) came from Donald K.
Adams who sighted what was apparently an
adult female flying over the San Bernardino
Freeway in West Covina on 11 February.
Not a bad freeway bird, especially for
February. In the "what do we do about this
one?" category was a report of a Bandtailed Gull on San Nicolas Island earlier
in the winter. Assuming that the superficially similiar Black-tailed Gull has been
adequately ruled out, this sighting certainly
makes one wonder about the relationship
between gulls, and extralimital records!
Speaking of gulls and the Channel Islands,
the L.A.A.S. trip on 28 February was treated
to a first-winter Laughing Gull at Santa
Barbara Island (listers will note that it
couldn't be enticed by popcorn away from
the island into "Los Angeles County"
waters). On the same trip, Jonathan
Alderfer decribed two very unseasonal
Xantus'Murrelets of the southern nominate

Let's All Join in the Bird-A-Thon
(Tweet, Tweet Tweet, etc..)
by Ken Kendig

T

he Los Angeles Audubon is participating in the Bird-A-Thon
being sponsored by National
Audubon for the purpose of raising money
for both national and local purposes. For
those who are not familiar with such a
project, we are asking you to participate in
one of two ways. You can either sign up
to go out on the Count Day to count as
many species as possible either as an
individual or with a team; or as a sponsor
with one of the individuals or teams that
are going out on the count day.
The persons actually participating in the
field have the job of selling themselves to
as many sponsors as possible before going
out at a fixed price per species of bird
(anywhere from 25* on up).
We already have the following persons
who are seeking sponsors at this time:

Gary Brower
E.H. "Ken" Kendig, Jr.
Melanie Ingalls
Roger Cobb
Kimball Garrett
Sandy Wohlgemuth
Robert Van Meter
If you merely wish to sponsor someone
for the Count Day, which is April 30, 1988,
please contact one of these people directly
or through Audubon House and make your
pledge. On the other hand, if you would
like to get some sponsors and participate,
please contact me at either of the phone
numbers listed at the close of this article.
There will be many prizes available for
successful participation. There are separate
prizes for small Chapters, medium size
Chapters and large Chapters (which is our
category). These include some magnificent
cameras, binoculars, and other prize
birding equipment. The prizes are distributed on a Chapter basis and the Chapter
will then distribute them on the basis of
the persons or groups of persons who

race; as expected, several birds of the
Channel Islands breeding race scrippsi
were seen close to the islands.
American White Pelicans were passing
throught the region in February, Jerry
Friedman reports twenty on Quail Lake on
7 February, and Jonathan Alderfer found 68
on Piute Ponds, near Lancaster, on 21
February. Two Greater White-fronted Geese
were on Quail Lake on 7 February (J err y
Friedman). A female Oldsquaw was seen
off the Belmont Pier, Long Beach, on 11
February (Jonathan Alderfer). Hank Childs
reported two unusual shorebirds at the
Salton Sea on 7 February: Two Wilson's
Phalaropes (rare but regular there in
winter), and, at Salton City, a Black
Turnstone (again rare, and primarily only
in spring). A single Black Skimmer was
present at Malibu Lagoon through early
February (Jean Dillingham, et al).
February was very quiet for landbirds,
although some erratic species, such as the
Cedar Waxwing, were very much in
evidence. A few Lewis's Woodpeckers
continued to be seen, such as the one in
Kathy Molina's Tujunga yard at the end of
February. A single Evening Grosbeak was
at the Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden
on 16 February (Hank Childs).
As I rush to finish this, I can recommend
almost any place for birding through the
month of April. Seabirds will be streaming
past coastal promontories (work on those
loons in flight), the deserts will be bustling
with nesting birds and migrants, and the
coastal canyons and hills will see a huge
buildup of nesting activity as well. Shorebirds will be bright, warblers will be active,
and the Dodger Stadium bird list can begin
anew for the year. Have fun.

produce the most money. The top prizes
include a Minolta Maxxum camera and
Leitz binoculars, to give you an idea of what
is available.
One half of the money raised will go to
National Audubon for its own purposes and
the other half will be used by the. local
Chapter its causes. We intend to use the
money in connection with our continuing
support of the Mono Lake Lawsuit.
It should be noted that in addition to the
national prizes in the three categories,
there are regional prizes and state prizes
and participation prizes.
The Count Day is April 30, 1988. Please
sign up one way or the other as soon as
possible and let us raise $50,000.00
Please note that we are not confined to
the exact Count Day as we are when we
conduct the Annual Christmas Count; you
or your team can select a more convenient
day near April 30 so long as it is confined
to one single day.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Ken Kendig: (213) 931-6692 evening
(213) 385-2716 day

April 1988

Conservation
Conversation
by Sandy Wohlgemuth
11/83
Dear Sir,
Hello, my name is Charles. I am writing
to you because I am concerned about our
environment and animals. In our class we
are learning about animals. Our teacher
told us stories about animals and how they
are being destroyed by people. Our teacher
told us a story about the passenger pigeons.
I wish I had been alive to see them. Do
you know of any laws that are about to be
passed that could save our environment
and animals?
I am doing a report on the eagle. As I
was reading, I found out that the symbol
of our country, the bald eagle, was becoming extinct. What are you going to do about
this problem? How many other animals in
the world are becoming extinct? What can
I do to help the animals and the environment? The pelicans are dying because they
eat fish and the high levels of mercury in
the water is making the fish get diseases.
What are you doing about this problem?
Sincerely,

1/88
Dear Sir,
Hi, my name is Lauren. I am in the sixth
grade.- We are learning about ecology,
environment, and the pollution in our
world. Can you please tell me how I can
save our world from being polluted and
how people can stop littering in our world?
I am upset abput what we are doing to our
wildlife and our forests. What are you doing
to help preserve our animals. Can you
please tell me more about how I can save
our environment? Thank you.

about these things, but many people know
very little about them because they were
not properly informed. . . . Your letter
shows that you are concerned about what
happens to the animals and the forests and
what pollution does to people. That's good.
It takes people who care to make things
happen to improve our world. For example: recently the California Fish and Game
Commission declared a hunting season on
the Mountain Lion. This is a magnificent
animal that is scarcely ever seen and up to
now has been protected from hunting.
Many people feel that the Fish and Game
Commission was wrong in permitting a few
hunters to chase a mountain lion up a tree
with a pack of dogs and then shoot
i t . . . . Now, Audubon societies, Sierra Club
chapters and many people who don't even
belong to any environmental organizations
but who thought it was wrong, signed
petitions and wrote their state senators and
assemblymen about it. Lots of people wrote
to their newspapers and the letters were
printed. That's something you could do!
You are a citizen, and though you're not
old enough to vote, your opinion is
important in this country. In fact, many
newspaper editors and legislators are
impressed when a kid your age feels
strongly enough to tell them what you
think. When enough of us write letters we
create public opinion and our representives
in Sacramento and in the Congress in
Washington really read these letters and are
influenced by us. If they don't listen to us
we can vote against them the next time they
run for office. (OK, you can't vote now but
some day you will.) . . .

12/83
Dear Charles,

Sincerely,
2/88
Dear Lauren,
About four years ago I answered a
similiar letter from another sixth grader
named Charles and luckily I still have a
copy of my answer. Though he asked
somewhat different questions, I think it
covers most of he questions you want to
know about, so I'm making a copy of that
letter and enclosing it with this short note.
I,guess the most important tool we all
have in solving the environmental problems you ask about is education. Fortu
nately your teacher is making you think

You ask a lot of questions. Let me try
to answer some of them as best I can. The
main reasons that birds and animals and
plants are in trouble all over the world is
because there are too many people in the
world. Now that doesn't mean that people
are bad. It simply means that human beings
are very successful creatures. We have
brains and hands that are better developed
and more clever than other forms of life.
Over thousands of years we have learned
to make arrows and spears, and then
harpoons and guns to kill animals for food
and feathers and oil and skin. We built
houses to protect us from the weather.
Doctors and scientists learned how to use
medicines and discovered vaccines to keep

us healthy. All these things (and many
more) enabled us to live longer. Only a
hundred years ago almost every family in
the United States expected to lose at least
one child from childhood diseases like
measles and diphtheria. Two hundred years
ago a person who reached the age of fifty
was considered lucky. Today most people
live to about seventy years of age.
Well, all these people have to have a
place to live. They need food to eat and
wood and metals and stuff to build things.
So the wild places of the world—the jungle,
the forests, the swamps—are where the
animals are. When people have to go into
these rugged places and cut down the trees
to build a house or dig for oil to run the
machines, the animals lose their homes.
(When we say "animals" here we mean the
whole Animal Kingdom: mammals like
tigers and wolves, birds, snakes, frogs,
spiders and insects.) When they lose their
homes, many of the animals may not have
any place to go and so become extinct.
A few years ago, a group of top scientists
in this country wrote to the President. Their
message was called The Global 2000 Report
and they predicted that by the year 2000,
if nothing was done about it, the world
might lose about 500,000 species! That's
pretty awful—half a million different kinds
of living things wiped out! Charles, you ask
a very important question, "What are you
doing about this problem?" As members of
the Audubon Society we are doing the best
we can. First, we try to help everyone
understand what you and I have been
talking about. We especially try to get the
leaders of our country—senators, congressmen, governors, the President—to see that,
though our people need food, raw materials and gasoline, we must keep some of
our land wild for the rest of the Animal and
Plant Kingdoms. We do this not just
because we feel sorry for the Bald Eagles
or for the mountain lions. We think that
people need to feel close to nature. A
million years ago, early man lived in the
woods and the deserts without homes and
with only primitive weapons. He was
weaker than many of the animals and
depended for his life on understanding his
neighborhood. He had to know which
plants were good and which ones were
poisonous. He had to know the habits of
the animals. He had to know about the
seasons and the weather. Like the animals
and the plants he was a part of nature.
In spite of the fact that most of us live in
cities, we still have within us a need for
some contact with nature. When we go to
the mountains and stretch our muscles
hiking or climbing, when we breathe the
fresh smell of trees and flowers, we can get
some of this feeling.
There are many laws to save the environment and the animals that live in it. The
Endangered Species Act is such a law. It
is against the law to harm an animal that
has become so rare that it might die out
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completely. Only this year [1983] the
government broke a ring of men who were
killing Bald Eagles and other birds and
selling their claws and beaks and feathers.
As many as 300 eagles were killed and were
being sold for as much as $1000 apiece.
The penally for killing an endangered
species can be a $20,000 fine and two years
in jail! As terrible as killing 300 eagles for
money might be, destroying the bird's
habitat is even worse. The habitat of a bird
or animal, as I'm sure you know, is the
place where it lives, where it gets its food
and shelter. The few eagles left alive when
the others were shot might nest again and
in a few years we might have more eagles.
But if the habitat is wiped out then there
is no chance for them to come back. And
it isn't even against the law to wipe out
habitat! But the habitat for endangered
species gets special care when plans for
building dams or digging for minerals are
suggested. Not only that, but the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service tries to
make conditions that will improve the
habitat and protect the animals so they
increase in numbers.
For example, the National Audubon
Society (for which we are the Los Angeles
chapter) and the Fish and Wildlife Service
are working very hard to save the endangered California Condor. This giant bird
was once found from the state of Washington all the way to northern Mexico. Now
there are only about 20 birds left—all in
southern California. Eggs have been taken
from caves from the mountains and
hatched in the San Diego Zoo. The plan
is to try and breed some of them in the
zoo. When the birds are strong enough and
old enough they will be let go. Everyone
hopes they will lead healthy lives out in
the wild again. We are trying to teach
hunters what condors look like so they
won't kill them by mistake. Ranchland
where the condors feed has just been
bought to keep it from being developed
for homes.
You mention pelicans are dying because
they eat fish loaded with poisonous
mercury. Some years ago in Japan many
people died when they ate fish caught in
waters near a factory that spilled mercujy
into the sea. In California a while back,
DDT, an effective bug-killer, was getting
into the ocean. When Brown pelicans,
which nested on Anacapa Island off Santa
Barbara, ate fish with DDT their eggshells
got very thin and broke when the birds sat
on them to keep them warm and hatch
them. Before DDT there were hundreds of
pelicans raised on the island. After, only a
very few made it. When the DDT problem
became known, environmentalists got
together and after a tough fight DDT was
not allowed to be used in the United States
anymore. A few years later—lo and
behold!—the pelicans began to hatch their
chicks in good numbers once again on
Anacapa.

That was a terrific victory. But that was
only one chemical. There are thousands of
chemicals that are released into the air or
into sewers or dumps that can get into our
water and food. It is up to the government
through the Environmental Protection
Agency and other departments to see that
these poisons are controlled. Controlling
poisons can be expensive. Businesses and
industries that handle chemicals are not
always willing to spend money to make
them safe. So it is up to people like you
and me to put pressure on the government
to enforce the laws that call for clean air
and clean water. We try to make the laws
stronger and the agencies more effective.
Well, Charles, have all your questions
been answered? This was perhaps more
about the environment and animals than
you expected to hear. (Or than I had
expected to write.) And there's a lot more.
I'm glad you're concerned. If more people
cared I think this would be a better world.
If you have any more questions write to
me.

Membership
Memo
A recent letter from National Audubon
advises of a new policy that has been
enforced since September, 1987. Chapter
memberships have been changed automatically, when a person moves into the area
of another chapter.
It is suggested that if you move, and wish
to remain affiliated with Los Angeles
Audubon, you request that your chapter not
be changed when you send in your address
change.

Yours,
Sandy Wohlgemuth

About a year later, (Tanager, March
1987) in an article on the California Desert
Protection Act, readers were asked to write
to Senator Pete Wilson, asking him to
support this great conservation plan. "It
would be a significant boost for the bill if
both California senators presented a bipartisan front to Congress in favor of it." Well,
Pete Wilson has not yet endorsed the Act.
He is up for re-election this fall and had
characterized himself as being strong on
the environment. This seems like a good
time for him to prove it.
To refresh your memory, here's what the
Cranston bill, S.7, would do:
1. Expand Joshua Tree National Monument by 245,000 acres and declare it
a National Park.
2. Add 1.3 million acres to Death Valley,
also upgrading it to National Park
status.
3. Create a new Mojave National Park of
1.5 million acres.
4. Establish 81 wilderness areas around
these new parks.
Off-road vehicle and motorcycle enthusiasts have joined with some grazing and
mining interests to oppose the bill under
the mistaken notion that it would eliminate
land they want to use. The bill allows for
all these activities and would not "lock-up"
public land from the public.
Letters to Pete Wilson are urgently
needed—as soon as possible. Write to his
district office:
Senator Pete Wilson
11111 Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 915
.Los Angeles, CA 90025
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^ANNOUNCEMENTS
EVENING MEETINGS
Meet at 8:00 p.m. in Plummer Park
photo by Guy commeau

Three Girls - Huaraz

IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS
Precede the regular evening meetings,
7:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 12 Herb Clarke returns to
do another workshop put together from his great
collection of slides. This time he will delve into
the intricacies of identifying some of our local
species of Female Hummingbirds.
Tuesday, May 10 - Kimball Garrett - topic
to be announced. Any requests?
FIELD TRIPS

CALL THE TAPE!
Tuesday, April 12 - Guy Commeau will
present The Two Worlds of Peru. From the
Amazon to the Andes to the cold Humbolt
Current, Peru is a land of contrasts—and has
recorded over 1600 species of birds! This
incredible diversity of birdlife (almost twice as
many species as all of North America) is due in
large part to the great diversity of habitat and
climate. In fact new species of birds are still
being discovered almost yearly in isolated
mountain valleys. Mr. Commeau's program will
introduce you to the birds of many of these
habitats as well as some of the fascinating
archeological history of Peru, the birthplace of
the Inca civilization. Please join us.

Before setting out for any field trip, call the
Audubon Bird Tape, (213) 874-1318 for special
instructions or possible emergency cancellations
that may have occurred by the Thursday before
the trip.
Saturday, April 9 - Join Bob Shanman for his
monthly walk in the Ballona Wetlands. Expect
a wide variety of shorebirds, perhaps a few
raptors, and maybe a surprise or two. Meet at
8:00 a.m. at the Pacific Avenue Bridge. Take
Marina Freeway 90 west to Culver Blvd., turn left
to Pacific Avenue, then right to footbridge at end.
$3 charge for parking if no street parking is
available.

Los Angeles Audubon Society
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90046

Cuvier's Toucan

Photo by Guy Commeau

Tuesday, May 10 - Jon Schmitt will present
a program on The Birds of Borneo. John, who
is a wildlife illustrator (he has a monthly column
in WildBird Magazine) and naturalist has spent
over seven months in Borneo painting and
studying its birdlife. His program will include
many of his paintings and drawings and will be
presented with two projectors and sound.

Sunday, April 10 - In cooperation with the
Santa Monica Mountains Task Force, meet leader
Gerry Haigh for his monthly morning walk
through Topanga State Park. Spend a pleasant
spring morning birding the oak woodlands,
meadows, and chaparral. From Topanga Canyon
Blvd. take a very sharp turn east on Entrada Dr.
(7 miles south of Ventura Blvd., 1 mile north
of Topanga Village). Keep bearing left on
Entrada Dr. at various road forks to parking lot
at end. $3 parking fee.
Sunday, April 10 - Fred and Carolyn Heath
will be coming north from San Diego to lead
this annual adventure to the Antelope Valley.
The first stop will be the quest to find Carolyn
her life Le Conte's Thrasher (which she claims
is a non-existent inside joke played on novice
birders). Even if we miss the thrasher again,
Ladder-backed Woodpecker and Scott's Oriole
will probably be found. After several stops in the
Valley the outing will terminate at the Edwards
Air Force Base Piute Ponds and adjacent marshes.
And if no exciting birds are found, the trip will
be worth it just for the wildflowers, which should
be spectacular this year. Meet at the LamontOdett Overlook (of Lake Palmdale) on Route 14
just south of Palmdale, at 7:30 a.m. Bring lunch
and plenty of water.
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Friday, April 22 Join Allen Keller at 8:00
a.m. for prime migration birding at Chatsworth
Park South. In addition to resident chaparral
species, will look for warblers, orioles, and
grosbeaks. From Topanga Cyn. Blvd., go west on
Devonshire, continue into parking lot near the
Rec. Center.
Sunday, April 30 The Bird-A-Thon!: On this
day our peerless president, Ken Kendig, and
other fine birders, will conduct a Bird-A-Thon
for the entertainment and edification of all, and
for the profit of our local chapter and National
Audubon. You are asked to further their birdwatching efforts by sponsoring the list of any of
our specified Bird-A-Thoners for the day to the
tune of $1.00 per species, or whatever lesser or
greater sum your generosity and the state of your
finances will permit. Do it! You'll like it. See
details in the separate Bird-A-Thon article by Ken
Kendig in this issue.
RESERVATION TRIPS:
(Limited Participation)
RESERVATION POLICY
AND PROCEDURE:

Reservations will be accepted ONLY if ALL
the following information is supplied:
(1) Trip desired
(2) Names of people in your party
(3) Phone numbers (a) usual and
(b) evening before event, in case of
emergency cancellation
(4) Separate check (no cash please) to
LAAS for exact amount for each trip
(5) Self-addressed stamped envelope
for confirmation and associated trip
information
Send to: Reservations Chairman, LAAS, 7377
Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90046.
All refundable reservations contracted and
then cancelled (except by LAAS) will be
charged a $5 handling fee.
If there is insufficient response, the trip
will be cancelled two weeks prior to the
scheduled date (4 weeks for pelagics) and
you will be notified and your fee returned.
Your cancellation during that time will bring
a refund only if there is a paid replacement.
If you desire to carpool to an event,
Audubon House can provide information for
you to make contact and possible
arrangements.

