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It's for the Birds

A New Classification of the
Living Birds of the World:
A Synopsis
(Part I: Non-Passerines)
by Henry E. Childsjr.

B

E PREPARED FOR MAJOR
CHANGES in field guide organization. We are in the full blaze of
a new and revolutionary day for the
classification of the birds.
For about fifty years, field guides and
ornithological texts organized their material by the evolutionary scheme of Alexander Wetmore of the Smithsonian Institution. With minor adjustments, you could
expect to find certain birds in a certain
relative place in any book, at least in
American texts. This familiar avian taxonomy, based upon morphological and
behavioral characteristics, has been
refined, and substantially altered, by newer
methods of study.
Charles Sibley and Jon Ahlquist are
leaders in studying the evolutionary
relationships by comparing birds' proteins
and DNA. Their studies over the last 20
years have confirmed much of what we
learned from morphology and ethology,
but they have found some remarkable
differences; we might have been fooled a
few times by convergent evolution of
unrelated species. If you have learned that
the Emberizidae had split off from the
Fringillidae, be prepared to go back to
Square One. Sibley and Ahlquist have
joined with Burt Monroe to publish the
latest news in the July 1988 issue of The
Auk, the journal of the American Ornithologists' Union.
In the latest studies, the DNA of 1058
avian species was studied. Each specimen
was compared with a large number of the
other specimens. This is a remarkably large
sample of the world's birds. The estimated
9000 species of living birds are only 6%
of the 150,000 species estimated to have
inhabited the Earth in the last 150 million
years. The DNA-DNA technique allows not

only
the analysis
of relationship but an
estimate of
time in millions
of years since the
groups diverged. Sibley
and Ahlquist explain
DNA-DNA hybridization
for lay audiences in
Scientific American,
February 1986 page 82. It
is available in most libraries.
Major new understandings
incorporated in this listing of
orders include:
- Woodpe&kers become lower nonpasserines
- Waterbirds except Anseriformes
become higher and closer to the
passerines
- The nighthawks and allies join the owls
- Hawks join the herons and shorebirds,
as do most of the Pelicaniformes, the
tubenoses, penguins, grebes and loons
- New World vultures join the storks
- Five new families are recognized:
African barbets, scimitarbills, Asian frogmouths, eared nightjars and AustraloPapuan babblers (this last being a passerine family).
Particularly startling were the changes in
the content of the order Ciconiiformes, the
herons and allies, which absorbed, among
others, such disparate groups as the
shorebirds, diurnal raptors, grebes and
penguins!

However, the changes in the most
familiar order of birds, the 'perching' or
'song' birds, are even more profound.
Careful study of the scheme of classification, and comparison with the organization
of any recent field guide shows tremendous changes in the understanding that we
have grown up with.
For Western Hemisphere birders, the
most outstanding changes made by Sibley
are:
- Lumping the Tityras, Becards, Cotingas,
Sharpbill and manikins into the Tyrannidae
- Lumping the Ovenbirds and the
Woodcreepers
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- Incorporating into the Corvidae a wide
assortment of former families, including
some Australian groups, Whipbirds, Sittellas, Shrike-tits, Whistlers, Birds of Paradise,
Woodswallows, Old World Orioles,
Cuckoo-shrikes, fantails, Drongos, MagpieLarks and Bush-shrikes
- Joining the Mockingbirds and
Thrashers to the Starlings in the Sturnidae
- Joining the Wrens, Gnatcatchers,
Verdin and Gnatwrens to the Creepers in
the Certhiidae
- Placing the Wrentit with the Old World
Warblers and Babblers in the Sylviidae
- Reuniting the Old World Sparrows
(including our House Sparrow) with the
Weaver Finches, and including also in the
Passeridae the Wagtails and Pipits, Accentors, Waxbills and Whydahs
- Incorporating into the Fringillidae the
Olive Warbler, Buntings, Towhees, Wood
Warblers, Tanagers, Cardinals, Meadowlarks, American Blackbirds and Orioles,
and Oropendolas
- Raising the Larks in rank to near the
most highly-evolved families.
Many of the newly-proposed changes
will be controversial, and there will be
much scientific argument before some of
them are adopted. Groups such as the
American Ornithologists' Union Committee on Nomenclature will be evaluating,
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Birding
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Condor
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Western Birds
vol. 14, No. 1 & 2, 1983

discussing and arguing for years before any
of the proposed changes are actually
adopted. When the dust settles, birders will
be better off for having a better understanding of the evolutionary relationships
of the birds of the world.
For those of you who are interested in
this sort of stuff, you have your work cut
out for you. I refer you to the articles cited
above. These articles, however, contain
only the tip of the iceberg, so be on the
lookout for the publication of Sibley and
Ahlquist's book, which will contain all the
detail.
For those of you who feel confused and
frustrated by such major changes, don't
panic! When the new guides come out, just
thumb through the pictures as usual . . .
but it's going to be harder to find that bird
out there until you become familiar with
the new arrangement of families. And
please remember that the coming changes
in classification are the result of a better
understanding of avian evolution and the
world of birds.
By the way, I owe my ornithological
career, such as it has been, to the three
months spent with Dr. Sibley in Mexico in
1948 . . . but don't blame me for all these
changes: after all, he taught me all I know,
not vice versa!

Adopt a Beach

T

he Coastal Commission's annual
beach cleanup on October 1
brought out 5,642 volunteers who
collected about 900 tons of debris from
California beaches. Now Sierra Club invites
you to give the local beaches, creeks and
lagoons another scouring. Targeted sites
will be Malibu Surfrider Beach, Topanga
State Beach, Ballona Lagoon and Ballona
Creek.
The time, weather permitting, is Saturday, February 4, 1989, 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Rain would postpone the work for one
week. Rendezvous points are: Malibu, at
Serra Road parking lot, north of Alice's
Restaurant; Topanga Beach, at parking lot
north of Topanga Canyon Blvd.; Ballona
Lagoon, at Lighthouse Bridge (park at end
of Via Marina in Marina del Rey); and,
Ballona Creek, at the end of Vista del Mar,
near the end of Culver Blvd.
Judith Dolan of the Sierra Club is
coordinating the project. Audubon is
requested to organize a corps for this
effort, but we were not organized at press
time. Judith Dolan can be contacted at
(213) 660-6878. Audubon House should
also be able to supply information at (213)
876-0202.

Annual Banquet!
February 2, 1989
U.C.LA Faculty Center, 405 Hilgard Ave.
Cocktails at 6:00p. m. - No Host Bar - Dinner at 7:00p. m.
Speaker: Lloyd Kiff, of LAA.S., director and curator of
Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology, head of the
condor recovery team, expert on bird eggs and
the effects of pesticides.
Dinner will be Boneless Breast of Chicken
A Vegetarian Plate is Available Upon Request.

By reservation only — Deadline is January 20.
No Tickets Sold at the Door
$17per person
parking available in UCLA garage, $3-00
To make reservations, send check to
Los Angeles Audubon, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90046.
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Conservation
Conversation
by Sandy Wohlgemuth

T

he decades-long struggle against
smog in the Los Angeles Basin has
a discouraging history.
Remember the backyard incinerator? It
smoked and smoldered and drove the
neighbors wild — and was finally tossed
on the junk heap. In our naivete we
thought this was the sure way to lick smog.
Sometime later it was decided that if you
bought a used car you had to get a "smog
valve" installed and a certificate from the
mechanic before the Department of Motor
Vehicles would say the car was yours. Then
more recently all cars — new or old —
have to submit to a standard emissions test
every other year. If your car doesn't pass,
you have to get it fixed and DMV won't
renew your license without proof that you
made the grade. This inspection business
is a nuisance and costs money. When you
look out over the city, the air doesn't seem
any clearer and you'll be pardoned for
growling, "Helluva lot of good this has
done." Yet there has been some improvement; at least the auto emissions are down.
The trouble is, more people move into the
basin every day bringing more cars to jam
the freeways and pollute the air.

Looking back, the clear skies in L.A.
began to disappear around the end of
World War II. It took a few years for the
scientists to figure out that the nitrogen
oxides and hydrocarbons from auto
exhausts, oil refineries and industrial
plants cooked in the perpetual sunshine
of the basin to form ozone, and that
miserable all-pervasive brown fog. L.A.'s
smog became a national phenomenon, a
butt of easy jokes for radio comedians. But
the man in the street did a slow burn and
didn't laugh very much.
In 1977 Jerry Brown signed a bill
establishing the South Coast Air Quality
Management District (AQMD) that
included Los Angeles, San Bernardino,
Riverside and Orange Counties. This was
the culmination of a five-year fight, notable
for the two vetoes of this regional control
district by none other than Ronald Reagan,
the previous governor. Unfortunately the
AQMD got off to a terrible start. It was
understaffed with inadequately-trained
inspectors and the governing board was
filled with city and county officials on very
friendly terms with local industry. In 1986
the executive director retired, to work as

a consultant for a company that had won
AQMD approval for a controversial tireburning energy plant in Rialto. This was
a move reminiscent of the Pentagon
procurement officer who leaves for a
lucrative job with an arms manufacturer.
For the previous ten years, the local
polluters were quite comfortable with
AQMD. There were only 100 inspectors
covering half of southern California and
monitoring 60,000 pieces of equipment.
When citations were issued, the fines were
minuscule. Though polluting firms legally
had to get a permit from AQMD, the
permits were elastically written and restrictions were generously permissive. Then
there was "smog credit." This enabled a
company, that wanted to introduce a new
source of pollution, to buy the emissionreduction credits of another company that
was not using its permit to pollute. A firm
going out of business could make millions
by selling its credits. The overall pollution
level in the LA. area could never go down
with this system.
In December 1986, a new sheriff strode
down Main Street and the black hats got
all shook up. On that fateful day, James M.
Lents became executive director of the
South Coast Air Quality Management
District. To the consternation of the Los
Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and
its hundreds of business leaders, Dr. Lents
turned out to be a man with a mission:
clean up the basin. We have a big head
ache, he said. "If you took the air-pollution
continued overleaf

The Los Angeles Audubon Society Raffle
RAFFLE TICKETS - $1.00 Each
12 for $10.00
Drawings for prizes to be held at the Annual Banquet
February^, 1989
PRIZE LIST

Nikon Binoculars
Audubon Sanctuary Vacation for 2
Timberland Boots
Weathermatic Minolta
Camera
Binocular Mount

We won these prizes in the IAAS's first
Birdathon. The team found 121 species
between dawn and dusk of May 7, 1988,
and brought in $5,900 in pledges, which
we divided with National Audubon. Our
totals were third-best in the nation, best
in our region and best in California, and
we won prizes for each accomplishment.

WINNERS NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN
Down Comforter
2 Sets: Audubon Society
Video Guide to the
Birds of North America,
Volumes 1-5
Audubon Society Video
Guide to the Birds of
North America,
Volume 1
Now we distribute the loot!
Raffle tickets are printed on the opposite
side of this page. Enter your name and
address or telephone number, clip along
the dotted lines, and send with your check
to LAAS, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd., Los
Angeles, CA 90046. If you wish additional
chances, just include dollar amount

Minolta Binoculars
"Grizzly Bear" computer
software
"Life in the Balance"

desired. We will complete the stubs for
you and deposit them.
RAFFLE TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT AUDUBON HOUSE UNTIL
THE DRAWING FEBRUARY 2, 1989.
TELL YOUR FRIENDS! NO LIMIT ENTER AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE!
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problems in Houston, Denver, Albuquerque and New York, and added them
all together, it wouldn't equal the problem
in LA." And, "A continuation of present airquality levels will expose over 9 million
people to air pollution [that is] 200 to 300
percent above the health standards each
year."
Right off the bat he rolled up his sleeves
and got to work. He got the state legislature to pass a bill that reorganized the
AQMD board, giving it more authority and
ordering it to follow the proposals of its
director. In two years he has really made
the fur fly.
Here's a taste of his 20-year plan:
AUTOS, TRUCKS, BUSSES
1. More car pool lanes on freeways.
2. "Smog patrols" handing out tickets for
heavily-smoking vehicles.
3. Companies must offer tangible rewards
for employees car-pooling, riding
busses or bicycling. Uncooperating
companies will be fined at least $1000
a day(!). This year the rule applies to
all companies with more than 500
employees; in 1990 it will apply to firms
with 100 employees.
4. Crack down on gas stations with defective vapor-recovery nozzles. (In April a
gas station owner in Long Beach got a
jail sentence for violating air-quality
rules.)
5. Keep heavy-duty diesel trucks off the
freeways during rush hours.

LA. Audubon Society Raffle

6. Monitor RTD busses in maintenance
yards for excessive emissions.
7. All busses, rental cars and fleet vehicles
bought after 1993 must run on something other than gasoline. The goal is
that half of all vehicles be powered by
methanol or electricity.
8. An AQMD Office of Technology Assessment has already been set up to study
methanol and electricity; experimental
cars are already in use. Serious discussions are taking place about solar and
hydrogen power for transportation. (Far
out!)
9- The Technology lab is also working on
lawn mowers operated by electricity or
natural gas. (Lents has already traded his
gasoline-powered mower for an oldfashioned push mower. (Will he get any
takers on this one?)
INDUSTRY
1. AQMD eliminated the market for smog
credits in industry. It also stepped up
inspections and tightened up the permit
process.
2. A 90% reduction in nitrogen oxide
emissions for oil refineries and power
plants. (Oxides of nitrogen are a prime
source of acid rain as well as smog.)
3. A phase-out of highly toxic hydrofluoric
acid used in oil refineries. In November
an explosion in a Torrance refinery
scared the daylights out of everyone,
especially neighbors who were evacuated. Uncomfortable memories of the
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Bhopal tragedy in India hovered over
the area where half a million people live
within five miles of the Mobil plant.
So, although James Lents is hardly a
familiar name in the average home, it is
well-known in Chamber of Commerce
circles. He has been called a "rogue
elephant" who is promoting his disturbing
agenda with "religious fervor." There is no
question that the honeymoon is over for
polluting businesses. The technology to
reduce nitrogen oxide emissions is available now; a catalytic reduction system has
been used successfully in Japan for years.
Lents says that the controls on nitrogen
oxides "are going to cost industry several
hundred millions. But still, looking at the
cost per pound of emissions that you clean
up, it's not unreasonable. The oil companies represent a sizeable amount of the
emissions, and we believe they should be
a part of the cleanup." When did we last
hear a public official talk like this? Is he
too tough, too revolutionary, unreasonable? The times require imagination and the
guts to challenge the powers that be. Smog
is no laughing matter. If the pollution
curve continues its upward rise this city,
this entire basin, may become unlivable —
an environmental Hiroshima. Heroic
measures are called for, and we may have
found the man to answer the call, the man
in the white hat and the silver star —James
M. Lents.
Source: The Amicus Journal, Summer 1988
(Natural Resources Defense Council).
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The Los Angeles
Audubon
Bookstore
by Olga L Clarke, sales chairman

T

he bookstore of the Los Angeles
Audubon society had its beginnings in 1953 with a stock of
some half dozen titles. By 1966 the
inventory had grown to about 75 items. My
association with this function of the society
began in 1970. From the start, I was
fascinated by the idea of offering, to our
members and the general public, bird
guides from around the world. Being an
ardent birder, I enjoy searching for this
information to help my birding friends. It
took much effort over the years to locate
sources and to organize, by trial and error,
current procedures. It was difficult, but
rewarding, to be able to make readily
available the special material which
birders require. Many of you will
remember, fifteen years ago, we did not
have the plethora of publications about
birds we have today. When the original
Society headquarters, the 100-year-old
Plummer House, burned a few years ago,
destroying much of the stock and records,
we were fortunate to be offered replacement facilities in the park. We not only
survived that ordeal, but managed to
maintain the outstanding service which
had become our hallmark. From technical
tomes to simple pamphlets, a tremendous
selection is now available from all over the
world at our new headquarters in Plummer
Park, merely a phone call or short trip
away. From the meager 75 titles in 1970,
we now have a listing of approximately 450
items, most of which are readily available
from stock. We welcome phone or mail
orders from anyone, anywhere, a catalog
can be requested. Hours are from 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. Telephone number is (213) 876- 0202.
The Los Angeles Audubon society is
justly proud of its world famous bookstore,
this unique service is perhaps the finest
source of bird books and other natureoriented merchandise in the United States?
In addition to the many items regularly
stocked, we can special-order others of
individual interest. We also have an outof-print search service. All profits are used
to support the operation and conservation
programs of the Society. Carol Niles, and
recently Charles Harper, are professional
staff members who, with the able assistance of a small group of dedicated volunteers, perform such tasks as maintaining
records, ordering stock, inventorying,
keeping up the various displays of merchandise and doing the myriad details
required in running a full-service
bookstore.

Volunteers are indispensible to the
operation and are largely responsible for
its courteous and efficient reputation.
Additional helpers are in constant need
and always welcome. Hours are flexible
and the work is light, interesting and
personally rewarding in pleasant surroundings with congenial people. If you would
like to be a part of this fascinating
endeavor, please call me, Olga Clarke,
at (213) 876-0202.

There
are seldom
opportunities to
make the public aware
and give recognition for
the work done by these dedicated j
people. We hereby salute the
members of our fine little
group whose cheerful
cooperation makes the
task of operating the
Bookstore pleasant and
rewarding.
Helen Bayne has faithfully*"
assisted since 1970, and
received an Award of
Merit from L.A.A.S. in
1978 for long service.
She was an English and history
teacher, lives in the Glendale
area, and recently, because of failing
health, retired from the Bookstore.
Nellie Gryk, a newcomer to the Bookstore, but not new to birding, has been a
great help. She is a retired nurse and has
a wonderful smile and personality.
James W. Huffman is a past President
and former Finance Chairman of the
Society. In addition to leading many local
field trips, he has birded all over the world.
Jim resides in the Pacific Palisades and his
dry wit keeps us chuckling.
Roberta Lavergne, retired seamstress
and housewife, helps with many tasks such
as covering the books in plastic, pricing
books, stamping outgoing mail, xeroxing,
and sewing L.A.A.S. patches on book
pouches, eyeglass cases, etc.
Pat Nelson, a retired dental assistant
and office manager, has been a tremendous asset to the Bookstore, by lending her
knowledge of organization, and her willingness to help in any way she can. Pat
is a good birder and very enthusiastic
about everything.
Millie Newton comes to us from the
UCLA Extension Class on field studies of
California birds. She is a retired airline
stewardess and does volunteer work for
many organizations, including the police

department. Millie is an extremely enthusiastic birder and assists on Tuesdays, as
well as on evening meeting nights.
Marian Pickett was my chief assistant
when the going was tough in the early
years. She recently returned to help us on
Fridays and we are delighted to have her
with us again.
Jean Pickus has been a great help for
about two years. Recently retired from
teaching, she pitches in and does anything
from catching the phone to
filling orders.
Laura Lou Vance has held
a number of offices in the
L.A.A.S. including that of President, Wild Life films and Field
Trip Chairperson. She too, has
birded many places in the
world, and is a former elementary school teacher. Laura
regales us with tales of life on
the farm in Saugus, and is a
delightful person to be near.
To repeat, we constantly
need new volunteers, because
openings are created by people leaving for personal reasons or going on vacations
and birding trips. We are
eager to introduce you to our
friendly group. Come give us
a try. Not only will you be performing a service for the
membership, but you might
find that you too will enjoy
the challenge and fun of
participating in the
world's finest natural
history bookstore,
the Los Angeles
Audubon
Bookstore.

Corrigendum
"Birding the Pampas, Patagonia and the
Land of Fire, Part II" Western Tanager, May
1988, 2, noted that sailing ships have a
dilemma in passing the tip of South
America. The ships have to navigate either
the treacherously narrow Straits of Magellan or the dangerous waters around Cape
Horn. Author Henry E. Childs, Jr. carelessly
repeated a statistic he had heard in Tierra
del Fuego, that the trip around the "horn"
resulted in the death of five million people
in the 1800's. Charles Aronberg rightly
questioned that statistic.
Mr Childs' research has now disclosed
57 shipwrecks near Cape Horn in the 19th
century. The actual number of deaths in
these wrecks is not known, but it could
not have been five million unless the
average shipwreck cost 100,000 lives.
Perhaps the figure was a mistranslation of
5 mil (5,000). Sorry about that!
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Birds of the Season
by Hank Brodkin

R

ecords of rare and unusual bird
sightings reported in this column
should be considered tentative
until they have been reviewed by the
American Birds regional editors or, if
appropriate, by the California Bird
Records Committee.
January is upon us. Thoughts of redpolls,
Snow Buntings, Bohemian Waxwings and
Northern Shrikes (see below) fill the days.
If the jetstreams are favorable, hopeful
birders will search their areas and keep
tabs on the northern California bird alerts
for Asian rarities blown in by the "Siberian
Express."
There has been much discussion in this
column over the years on the causes of
vagrancy in birds. J.P. Meyers speculates
that one of the reasons for bird vagrancy
might be sub-lethal doses of pesticide
contaminant — enough to throw off these
birds' migrational guidance systems the
small amount needed to send them thousands of miles off-course. (Facts, Inferences and Shameless Speculation, American
Birds, 42:351).
And just when we thought our vagrant
season was winding down, Mike Lipsmeyer
found a Spotted Redshank near the town
of Walnut Grove (fourth California record)
and Gene Cardiff found a Least Grebe
(not seen in California since 1955) in the
Niland fishponds at the south end of the
Salton Sea. Both of these vagrants, one
from Siberia and one from Mexico, were
found on 19 November.
The LA. Audubon Society pelagic trip on
20 November produced six Short-tailed
Shearwaters' between San Pedro and
Santa Barbara Island (Kimball Garrett).
Our first coastal report of a Snow Goose
this fall comes from Mile Square Park in
Orange County on 14 November (Mich
Freeman), and Jean Brandt saw the season's first reported flock of Canada Geese
over the San Fernando Valley, also on 14
November. A European Wigeon was
again at Wilderness Park in Downey at least
11 through 15 November (John Schmitt).
The Harlan's race of Red-tailed Hawk
was found north of Big Pine on 11
November by Kimball Garrett, Jon Dunn
and Jon Alderfer. Two Merlins were
reported, one at Malibu Lagoon on 5
November (Hank Brodkin) and one in
Altadena on 15 November (John
Thompson).
The first Blue Grouse seen south of the
main Sierra Nevada chain since the forties

was found by Keith Axelson on Paiute
Mountain in Kern County on 9 October.
Unusual at an inland location was the
Heermann's Gull at Bouquet Canyon
Reservoir on 29 October (Cal Yorke) and
an immature Little Gull was seen at
Malibu Lagoon on 31 October by Arnold
Small.
John Saba from Arizona found a
Common Tern at Malibu Lagoon on 23
October. This bird had a yellow tip to its
bill — giving rise to some speculation that
it might have been a Sandwich Tern, but
cooler heads prevailed. More intriguing
were the 60 Black Skimmers reported on
the beach at Long Beach by a lifeguard on
25 October. These might have come from
the breeding colony at Bolsa Chica.
A Ruff was found along the San Gabriel
River in Pico Rivera on 20 November (John
Schmitt).
Jon Dunn found a Rufous Turtle-Dove
at Furnace Creek on 29 October. This
Asiatic species has never been reported in
the U.S. This report gives the California
Bird Records Committee an interesting
decision to make. The bird is however a
long-distance migrant — so, who knows?!
By 12 November the number of Ruddy^
Ground-Doves at Furnace Creek had
increased to four (Garrett/Dunn/Alderfer
party).
Two Northern Pygmy-Owls, rarely
seen in the Los Angeles area, especially at
such a low elevation, were reported from
O'Melveny Park on 9 November by Dave
Richardson. Huntington Beach Central
Park lived up to its reputation by producing a Brown Thrasher on 23 October for
Robert Potvliege.
Hopefully portending good things to
come in this area, two Northern Shrikes
were found by the Garrett/Dunn/Alderfer
party on 11 November, one at Galileo Hill
in California City and one at Big Pine.
Interesting wood warblers this month
included the Golden-winged Warbler
found at Turtle Rock Nature Center on 26
October (Doug Willick), the Blackthroated Blue Warbler at Little Lake
Park, Norwalk, on 31 October (John
Schmitt), a Palm Warbler in Rolling Hills
on 4 November (May Courtright), and a
Worm-eating Warbler at Oasis at least 3
through 11 November (Richard Webster).
Single Summer Tanagers were
reported at Big Sycamore Cove on 23
October (Hank Brodkin) and in Torrance
on 17 November (Dave Moody). Dick

Smith, found a Lapland Longspur at
Galileo Beach on 28 October and Daniel
Looper reported a Swamp Sparrow at
Whittier Narrows on 11 November.
On 12 November a male Painted Bunting was found at Huntington Beach
Central Park by Brian Daniels. Male Painted
Buntings, especially in metropolitan areas
of California, are always suspected of being
escaped cagebirds. This bird had orange
tones where it should have been red:
according to the experts, this is caused by
the difference in diet between captive and
wild individuals. So by induction, any adult
male Painted Bunting found anywhere
with orange in its plumage is most probably an escapee.
Ann Cavalieri had a White-throated
Sparrow feeding with the White-crowns in
her Glendale yard on 21 November.
At this time of year I would like to thank
those of you without whom this column
would be impossible: Jean Brandt, who
supplies me with weekly updates; Kimball
Garrett, who shares his L.A. County
American Birds correspondence as well as
his scientific knowledge and wisdom;
Arnold Small, who provides me with a
word processor full of the California
records he has compiled for his upcoming
and eagerly-awaited book on California
birds. But most of all, I want to thank you,
my fellow birders, for providing the fuel
that makes this thing go.
May you all have the happiest — and
birdiest — of New Years!
*
*
*
Send your bird observations with as
many details as possible to:
Hank Brodkin
27-1/2 Mast Street
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
Phone: (213) 827-0407
OR
call Jean Brandt at (818) 788-5188

Mono Lake

U

ntil January 19, the U.S. Forest
Service is receiving comments on
its Comprehensive Management
Plan for Mono Lake. Your letter is needed
to support the Forest Service's position on
Mono Lake water levels and to request that
the Forest Service adopt the Amenities
Alternative (denoted "AMN" in the plan)
as its preferred management policy. The
plan, and points to make in your letter, are
discussed on page 3 of the December
Tanager. Write to:
Dennis Martin, Forest Supervisor,
Inyo National Forest,
873 North Main,
Bishop, CA 93514.
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From the President

". . . But Once a Year."

I

It is uttered each year across the
globe. Every religion, every dogma,
every creed takes up the litany. Once
a year comes the opportunity for humanity
to save itself and our planet. Must this
opportunity be always such a challenge,
risk and enigma? Our priorities have never
been more awry locally, nationally and
internationally. Technology, that preternatural urge that has propelled Homo sapiens
from thence to whence, daily adds to its
own Himalaya of waste. Physically, man
sleeps among technology's detritus;
ingests its chemical spoilage; absorbs its
wanton images through his eyes; and
battens his dreams and visions on its
distortions. Is there no legislative, religious or corporate power to fund the
efforts of an Einstein-like mind that can
solve the way to put plutonium back into
a harmless rock; put back selenium into
the compound Nature created; reconstitute
the gaseous components of crude oil? Can
we spawn a new breed of entrepreneurs
— dynasties and individuals waxing
wealthy and powerful, not in the business
of producing but undauntingly engaged in
restructuring the end waste product of the
technology that we enjoy? And what of
greed and fear, the result of man's obscene
abuse of his own spirituality? Holiness lies
not under a dome nor in a spired edifice
nor beside a flickering candle nor on an
isolated mountaintop nor in a rhythmic
chant or feathered fetish. Unlike Christmas
it resides in the heart of each individual.
It is there more than once a year; it is there
every day of one's life. Let us prove this
in 1989- Sincerest wishes for the Holidays
and the New Year.

Robert Van Meter, LAAS Pres.

Christmas Count!
Make a commitment to assist us in the
Annual Christmas Count this January 1st
(please note the date!). Be a part of this
important survey and help us track ornithological trends in our changing environment. Call us — See the Birds of the Season
Column in the December 1988 issue of the
Western Tanager for details.

FIELD TRIPS continued from last page.
Saturday, March 18 - Whittier Narrows. See
Saturday, January 21 for details.
Tuesday, March 21 - L.A. State and County
Arboretum. Barbara Cohen will lead a
morning walk through varied habitat looking for
quail, owls, herons, raptors and early migrants.
Meet at 8 a.m. in front of the gatehouse in the
parking lot on Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia, just
south of Fwy 210, on the west side of the street.

RESERVATION TRIPS:
(Limited Participation)
Reservation Policy and Procedures:
Reservations for LAAS trips will be accepted
ONLY if ALL the following information is
supplied:
(1) Trip desired,
(2) Names of people in your party,
(3) Phone numbers (a) usual and
(b) evening before event, in case of
emergency cancellation;
(4) Separate check (no cash please) to
LAAS for exact amount for each trip;

(5) Self-addressed stamped envelope
for confirmation and associated trip
information.
Send to: Reservations Chair, LAAS, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90046.
If there is insufficient response, the trip will
be cancelled two weeks prior to the scheduled
date (4 weeks for pelagics) and you will be
so notified and your fee returned. Your
cancellation during that time will bring a
refund only if there is a paid replacement.
If you desire to carpool to an event, the reservations chair can provide information for you to
make contact and possible arrangements.
PELAGIC TRIPS IN 1989
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We have seven trips scheduled aboard the MV
Vantuna:
Feb 26, Sunday 6:00-4:00,
Santa Barbara Island.$28
Mar 18, Saturday 6:00-4:00,
Santa Barbara Island. $28
Jun 10, Saturday 6:00-6:00,
Santa Barbara & Osborne Bks. $32
Aug 13, Sunday 6:00-6:00,
Santa Barbara & Osborne Bks. $32
Sep 24, Sunday 5:30-7:00,
San Clemente. $35
Oct 14, Sunday 6:00-6:00,
Santa Barbara Island. $32
Nov 12, Sunday 6:00-4:00,
Santa Barbara Island. $28

Audubon membership (local and national) is
$30 per year, Senior citizen $21, and at present new
members are being offered an introductory
membership for $20 for the first year, including
AUDUBON Magazine and THE WESTERN TANAGER. To join, make checks payable to the
National Audubon Society, and send them to
Audubon House at the above address. Members
wishing to receive the TANAGER by first class must
send checks for $5 to Los Angeles Audubon
Society.

Thanks to PHIL SAYRE for organizing this
schedule. Dates will be re-announced as they
approach. We recommend that you book your spot
a month before the sailing date. 876-0202.

THE WESTERN TANAGER received the 1987
Special Conservation Award and 2nd place honors
for Newsletter, Chapter with more than 900
members from the National Audubon Society.

New LA.A.S- Service for Birders
Starting January 1, it may be easier for local
birders and visitors to fill some of the
nagging holes in their lists. LAAS will have
a new service to help you find our less
common resident birds. Gail Baumgarten
has volunteered to keep notes on sight
ings, so that birders will know where to

Membership Note
Membership in The National Audubon Society
is computerized, so it is no longer advisable
to renew through the Los Angeles Audubon
Society. However, if your membership has
lapsed, you will receive the next Western
Tanager sooner if you renew through LAAS.
The national computer system sends
multiple notices commencing four months
before your membership lapses. Please excuse
notices that may have crossed your check in
the mail.
Subscribers who are members of another
Audubon Chapter should not send their
renewals to the Los Angeles Audubon Society.
If you move out of the LAAS membership
area, you are automatically changed to the
chapter in whose area you moved. If you wish
to remain in LAAS and receive the Western
Tanager please indicate this to the National
Audubon Society. You may also subscribe to
the Western Tanager separately (see below.)

expect the birds. If you have current
information about such birds, call
Audubon House or Gail Baumgarten at
(818) 788-7357. Persons needing information can get it directly from G. B. or, in
less detail, from Audubon House.

PRESIDENT Robert Van Meter
1st VICE PRESIDENT Jean Brandt
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY Andrea Kaufman

Subscriptions to the THE WESTERN TANAGER
separately are $12 per year (Bulk Rate) or $17 (First
Class, mailed in an envelope). To subscribe, make
checks payable to Los Angeles Audubon Society.

Los Angeles Audubon Headquarters, Library, and
Bookstore are located at:
Audubon House, Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd., West Hollywood, CA 90046.
(213) 876-0202.
Hours: 10-3 Tues. through Sat.

^-ANNOUNCEMENTS
January-February 1989
EVENING MEETINGS
Meet at 8:00 p.m. in Plummer Park
Tuesday, January 10 - Annual Members'
Photo Contest. Bring your five best slides to
be judged by the experts (???). First three
winners will receive bookstore prizes. Bring your
slides by 7:45 p.m. You must be present to enter.
This annual event is one of the most popular
programs of the year. Cheer your favorites, boo
the judges! HERB CLARKE monitors the contest.
We hold five unclaimed slides from last year's
annual slide contest. One is labelled Noel
Snyder. Three are unlabelled: a red-cockaded
woodpecker, a pair of Franklin's gulls, and the
profile of a grizzly bear. Owners can have the
slides returned by mail if they contact Audubon
House with their addresses. Alternatively they
can exchange new slides for old in January.
February 2, 1989 - Annual Banquet at the
U.C.L.A. Faculty Center, 405 Hilgard Av, across
the street from Sorority Row. Details on page
2 of this issue of the Tanager. Make your
reservations soon!
** *
IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS

Precede the regular evening meetings,
7:30-8:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to attend these workshops
dealing with various aspects of bird identification. The topics and speakers will be announced
on the LAAS bird tape (213-874-1318) the week
prior to the meeting. See you there.
** *
FIELD TRIPS
Call the Tapel
Before setting out on any field trip, call the
Audubon bird tape, (213) 874-1318 for special
instructions or possible emergency cancellations
that may have occurred by the Thursday before
the trip.
Sunday, January 8 - Topanga State Park.
Leader Gerry Haigh will show us around this
nearby scrub oak / chaparral habitat. This is a
good trip for beginning birders and those new
to the area. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking
lot of Trippet Ranch. From Topanga Canyon Blvd.
take a very sharp turn east uphill on Entrada
Dr. (7 miles so. of Ventura Blvd., 1 mile N. of
Topanga Village.) Follow the signs to the state
park, and meet in the parking lot. $3 parking
fee.
Saturday, January 14 - Ballona Wetlands.
Join leader Bob Shanman or Ian Austin for
a pleasant morning of shorebirds and waterfowl.
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Pacific Ave. Bridge. Take
the Marina Fwy. (90 West) to Culver Blvd., turn
left to Pacific Av., then right to the footbridge
at the end. Street parking is usually available.
Sunday, January 15 - Lake Norconlan. Pat
and Paul Nelson are our leaders to this limitedaccess military depot known (by those who
know) for its large numbers of wintering ducks.
25 of us will meet at the gate at 8 a.m. No fee,
but $5 check per person to hold reservation with
Audubon House will be refunded at the gate.
Please do not wait to sign-up, as a list of names
must be submitted for approval late December.

Saturday, January 21 - Whittier Narrows
Regional Park. David White will lead a
morning walk looking for a variety of birds
including the many wild ducks that winter at
the Park. Meet at 8 a.m. at the Nature Center,
1000 Durfee Ave. in south El Monte, off Fwy.
60 between Santa Anita and Peck Drive exits,
west of Fwy. 605.

Sandpiper, and more gulls, including the
northern nominate race of Western Gull!
Camping reservations should not be necessary.
Wimps will find hotels plentiful.
Sunday, February 19 - Whittier Narrows. See
Sunday, January 21 for details.
Sunday, February 26 - Malibu Lagoon Walk.
See Sunday, January 22 for details.

Sunday, January 22 - Malibu Lagoon Walk.
Fourth Sunday of each month. Meet at 8.30 a.m.
in the Lagoon parking lot. The lot is on the ocean
side of the Pacific Coast Highway, just west of
the Lagoon bridge, but you can turn right into
town for street parking: the lot has a daily parking
fee. This walk is under the leadership of a
member of Santa Monica Bay Audubon Society
and is in association with the State Park Service,
open to the public.
Sunday, January 22 - Newport Back Bay with
that wetlands wiz, Ian Austin. We will observe
wintering shorebirds, waterfowl and Blackshouldered Kites, and take advantage of the 8:55
high tide as it flushes (hopefully) Sora and
Clapper, Virginia and (dare we hope) Black
Rails out of the obscuring rushes. Take the 405
Fwy. south to Jamboree Rd. toward the ocean.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Newporter Inn parking
lot where Jamboree meets Back Bay Drive for
the second time, just before PCH. Bring a snack.
Saturday, February 4 - Lakeview / Lk. Perris
Area. Leader Monte Taylor will show us around
this excellent winter birding area in search of
Buteos, Prairie Falcon, Golden Eagle, various
longspurs and possible Mountain Plover and
Sage Thrasher. Take Fwy 60 east past the 215,
exit south on Gilman Springs Rd., and meet at
the Bridge Street intersection at 8:30 a.m. at the
side of the road. Bring lunch, scopes, warm
clothing and durable footwear.
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Sunday, February 5 - Topanga State Park.
See Sunday, January 8 for details.
Saturday, February 11 - Ballona Wetlands.
See Saturday, January 14 for details.
Saturday, February 11(&12?) - Gull MiniWorkshop at Malibu / McGrath (with Morro
Bay extension Sunday). Join our evercongenial and frequently-knowledgeable gull
mini-expert, Larry Allen, for a short discussion
with handout on gull I.D. followed by one (or
two!) afternoons of field I.D. Bring a picnic
lunch, Nat'l. Geographic Field Guide and any
others you like, scope if possible, and warm
clothing. Meet at the Malibu Lagoon parking lot
kiosk at 8 a.m. Free parking is usually available
on Cross Creek Rd. (first road west of lagoon
bridge). After honing skills at Malibu, Larry will
lead the party to McGrath State Park in Oxnard
in hopes of seeing nine or ten species of gulls
in various plumages. We may take a peek at other
birds, too. And that's not all! Those developing
an insatiable desire to bird the weekend away
are welcome to accompany Larry up the coast
Saturday afternoon (5ish?) on an informal
camping / birding trip to Morro Bay and
environs. We will attempt to see whatever the
locals have been seeing, maybe last year's Rock
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Sunday, March 5 - Topanga State Park. See
Sunday, February 5 for details.
Saturday, March 11 - Ballona Wetlands. See
Saturday, January 14 for details.
Sunday, March 12 - Descanso Gardens. Join
experienced leader Warren Peterson of San
Fernando Audubon on his regular walk through
the gardens. Located below the hills of La
Canada, the park features oak, chaparral and
numerous flowering exotics. This should be a
good trip for passerines and other birds of
woodlands and chaparral. Take the Glendale Fwy
north, exit east on the Verdugo Blvd. offramp
before the 210 Fwy junction,then turn right on
Descanso Dr. The park is .on the right side about
2 blocks down the street. We will be meeting
at 8:00 a.m. before the park opens to the public.
FIELD TRIPS continued on page 7.

