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Ballona Wetlands
A Success Story!
~E by Sandy Wohlgemuth
Whatever happened to Ballona Wetlands? It seems like a lifetime ago that we were deeply concerned about the fate of this last
remnant of a vast marshland in Playa del Rey. We remember the struggle to wrest a pitiful bit of land from Howard Hughes'
Summa Corporation, the formation of the Friends of Ballona Wetlands, and the appearance of National Audubon on the scene.

T

he years drift by and nothing
seems to happen. A visit to
the wetlands today is depressing: very little wildlife
and a lot of dying vegetation. But at
long last change has arrived. And
things are looking up.
Let's begin at the beginning. Once
upon a time Ballona Creek opened out
into 2,000 acres of thriving wetland in
what is now Playa del Rey. Before the
creek emptied into Santa Monica Bay
the marshes and ponds it fed were
home for great numbers of birds,
small mammals and invertebrates.
Ballona was one of the prime migratory stopovers and wintering areas for
water-related birds on the entire Pacific coast. Shorebirds, gulls, terns,
ducks, long-legged waders, hawks
and owls filled the air and prowled the
pickleweed and mudflats. Over 200
species of birds have been recorded
there.
As the city grew, waterfront property became more valuable. The
marshes were drained and filled. The
wetlands shrank as Venice, Playa del
Rey and Culver City appeared and
expanded. Ballona Creek became a
concrete-lined flood control channel
in 1932, "perhaps the single most important factor in reducing the wet-

lands area." (Marina
del Rey/Ballona
Land Use Plan, December 1982). In
1960-1962, Marina
del Rey was born as
more wetland
habitat was lost.
Beginning in the early
'40s, Howard Hughes
bought up much of
the land on the south
side of the creek and
built an airfield and a
helicopter plant.
Ballona Wetlands circa 1960 - Photo by Herb Clarke
In 1976, billionLansford called a meeting at her home
aire Hughes died, his property and
in Playa del Rey with a few of her
power remaining with
his Summa C o r p o r a t i o n . A friends and neighbors. On the sign-in
bombshell exploded in early 1978 sheet at one of the first meetings were
biology teachers from nearby Loyola
when Summa announced its plan for
Playa Vista. This was to be an enor- Marymount and Santa Monica Colmous development of almost 1,000 lege, a couple of Audubon members
acres with 7,000 housing units, two or and a Sierra Club man.
three hotels, a 600-slip marina, a shopOne of the moving spirits of the
ping center and high-rise office build- Friends of Newport Bay was there,
ings. Summa magnanimously offered
offering advice, inspiration and hope.
to set aside 72 acres of the wetlands as (This was the small group that had
a bird sanctuary.
saved Upper Newport Bay from deThe reaction to this appalling plan velopment by the most powerful landdid not come from the major environowner in California, The Irvine Commental organizations but from a tiny
pany.) Objection to Summa's plan was
group just around the corner. Ruth
not only for its destructive effect on
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wildlife but on the loss of open space
DAY OF YOUR LIFE TO SAVE IT?). Hughes wiped them out.
and the tremendous increase in traffic They packed the hearing room with
In December 1982, National
and air pollution that a doubled popuBallona supporters. Alas, in spite of
Audubon discovered the Ballona Wetlation would bring.
their numbers and their eloquence, lands. Saving wetlands had long been
one of National's primary conservaThe Friends of Ballona Wetlands the supervisors "...warmly received
tion missions. Here was a terribly newere a handful of political amateurs Summa Corp.'s request to build a
with no money but a lot of guts. As the large development on the county's glected yet productive wetland that
simply cried out for tender loving
weeks rolled by more people joined. last remaining wetlands..." (L.A.
Times).
care. Audubon met with Summa,
Membership was one dollar. Los Anwhich must have been happy to find a
geles Audubon helped out with a little
For the next few years no work
respected environmental organizamoney, some publicity in the Tanager could begin on Playa Vista as the state
tion that would create a prestigious
and with non-profit mailings. The Coastal Commission had not yet ruled
ornament to Playa Vista.
Friends were encouraged by the dec- upon it. The wetlands were part of the
laration of the Los Angeles Planning Marina del Rey/Ballona Land Use
How did the Friends feel about
Commission that 445 acres of Ballona Plan, which itself was a segment of the National Audubon and the discusnow constituted Significant Ecologi- Los Angeles County Local Coastal
sions with Summa? There had to be a
cal Area #29. An SEA
d e s i g n a t i o n is
supposed to prevent
d e v e l o p m e n t in
sensitive habitats, but
Los Angeles County's
Board of Supervisors
had the power to veto
the P l a n n i n g
Commission's
decision. Summa
strongly disagreed
with the commission
and told county officials that Ballona was
Wetlands .-.•.-.
not worth maintaining
Restoration
•!•>
as anecological system.
They hired Envicom,
an environmental consulting firm, which
found that some of the
area was viable wetland but that much of
Suma's - Proposed Land Use Plan
Residential and Business Development
the SEA was degraded
beyond hope of restoration. The Friends responded with
natural resentment toward a big outPlan (LCP). LCPs were mandated by
admirable vigor. More people joined
the fight, angry letters poured in to the California Coastal Act of 1976 sider barging into the territory of a
county offices, and field trips to the which required each coastal commu- bunch of locals. Especially when the
wetlands were organized to show the nity to work up a blueprint of its fu- Johnny-come-lately seemed to be pals
public what they might be losing. A ture intentions. The Coastal Commis- with the bad guys. But National did
monthly newsletter kept members up sion had to approve all LCPs before not see itself as a bully pushing
any development could take place. around a smaller competitor. It saw no
to date, and pleaded for money and
basic reason for conflict with the
volunteers. Noted marine biologist, The Friends continued to grow and
Friends. After all, both organizations
Rimmon Fay, became a staunch ally extend their activities. They produced
had the common goal of preserving
their own plan with generous open
and Tom Howell of UCLA (later head
the wetlands and fulfilling an educaof the American Ornithologists space and wetland area. An excellent
tional function. Any differences that
Union) wrote a cogent criticism of
multi-media program was created to
Envicom's report.
dramatize the value of the wetlands. arose could be worked out. National
Ed Tarvyd of Santa Monica College had been asked by Summa to provide
The hearing before the Board of
suggestions for restoration of the wetbrought it to Sacramento to show to
Supervisors on May 16, 1979 was legislators, Governor Brown and the
lands, establishment of an interprenervous time with Summa's Playa
tive center and educational programCoastal Commission. Herb Clarke put
Vista plan the main attraction. The on one of his great slide shows, high- ming. Summa spoke of National as a
Friends had sent out an "SOS - lighting the birds with remarkable possible operator of the wetlands and
URGENT - SOS" with compelling views of the extensive wetlands as eventual owner. It held out the allurcries to battle (ISN'T IT WORTH ONE
ing promise of $10 million for their
they were before the Marina and
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efforts.
The Friends were decidedly concerned about the size of the wetlands
that the approaching Coastal Commission hearing would consider. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) had said that a wetland between 275 and 325 acres was the
proper size for Ballona. Initially, the
California Department of Fish and
Game (DFG) had agreed with USFWS
estimates but changed its mind (it was
rumored) under political pressure
from Deukmejian's office. DFG's final
recommendation was 162 acres plus
36 acres of buffer zone. It also sup-

Maguire Thomas' - Revised Plan

ported the extension of Falmouth Avenue north across the wetlands and
over Ballona Creek to serve the proposed new Summa marina and the
business and residential properties to
be built there (see map on page 2). This
extension would have the devastating
effect of further fragmenting the habitat, eliminating species that require
more space and freedom of movement. This acquiescence to a major
roadway bisecting an endangered
wetland by an environmental agency
is hard to believe. DFG said they were
afraid that if the Falmouth extension
was eliminated, Summa would cancel
the restoration and development plan
arguing, in effect, that half a loaf was
better than none. (Jan. 10, 1984
memorandum from the DFG director
to the Coastal Commission).

The Friends rallied all their allies
for the Coastal Commission hearing.
They pleaded with Dick Martyr, then
National's head of the Western Regional Office, to join the other environmental groups in advocating the
USFWS position of maximum wetlands. At the March 22,1983 hearing,
Martyr eloquently described the rich
Ballona Wetlands of the past and
stressed the urgency of preserving
what remained. He spoke of endangered species and the tragic loss of
wetlands along the entire coast. He
emphasized the importance of California wetlands which he called the

than 2,400 hotel rooms and create 700900 boat slips." The Times went on to
say "A tearful Ruth Lansford, speaking for environmentalists, asked the
commission members, 'If Ballona
Wetlands is saved in its entirety, will
the Summa Corp. survive? But if
Summa builds up in its entirety and
the wetlands are halved, will the wetlands survive? If there is any question
in your mind, give the wetlands the
benefit of the doubt,' she pleaded."
In December 1984, The Friends of
Ballona Wetlands, together with the
League of Women Voters and the
League for Coastal Protection, sued
Summa Corp. to halt
implementation of the
Playa Vista plan. The
suit charged that the
commission had violated the Coastal Act
by failing to adequately protect the
wetlands and provide
for their restoration. It
accused the commission of approving an
inadequate size for
the wetlands and with
illegally authorizing
the Falmouth extension. The pro bono case
was in the hands of the
Center for Law in the
Public Interest, a
widely-respected
non-profit group of
attorneys.
Residential and Business Development
The suit made its
way slowly through
the Los Angeles Superior Court. Na"weak link" in the chain that supports
tional Audubon, which had signed a
migrating and wintering shorebirds
contract with Summa, proceeded with
and waterfowl under the Pacific Flyplans, bringing in experts in museum
way. Though Martyr asked the Comdesign and veteran planners of the
mission "to carefully address the comvery successful Monterey Bay
ments..." of the USFWS call for the
Aquarium. Summa's $10 million was
larger acreage, he did say that DFG's
footing the bill. As the work gathered
recommendation "represents a manmomentum, National was criticized
ageable unit." This tacit support for a
for concentrating its efforts on a highsmaller wetland which included the
tech expensive interpretive center at
Falmouth extension brought dismay
the expense of the wetlands themto the other groups present.
selves. At one point, a restaurant and a
On January 12, 1984, the Coastal
gift
shop were under consideration.
Commission, on a 9-3 decision, basiAttendance forecasts ran as high as
cally agreed to Summa's plan - includ994,000 visitors a year. (LA Times,
ing the Falmouth extension. It "comJune
14,1985).
promised" on 175 acres plus a buffer
A great thorn in the side of the
zone to bring the total area protected
to 209 acres. The L.A. Times said Playa Friends was Pat Russell, the entrenched councilwoman for the disVista "...would include 8,800 aparttrict, who had the reputation of never
ments, homes and condos and more
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meeting a developer she didn't like.
She was challenged by Ruth Galanter,
a dyed-in-the-wool environmentalist,
who ran against Russell in 1987 and
won. This was a great victory for
Summa's opponents. It was no longer
a one-sided fight. Some of the political
clout had shifted.
Meanwhile, momentous changes
were stirring in the background. In
1984, the state inheritance tax lawsuit
against the Hughes estate was settled
when Summa paid the state $44 million and 73 acres of "Parcel C" of Playa
Vista property (see map). In February
1988, State Controller Gray Davis decided to keep Parcel C when Summa
offered $75 million for it.
Then a quiet but dramatic event
took place: Maguire Thomas Partners,
a development firm, bought the controlling interest in Playa Vista in February 1989. Ballona became a brand
new ball game. Where Summa had a
reputation of hard-nosed, uncompromising power and an obvious indifference to the wetlands it owned,
Maguire Thomas seemed to grasp the
importance of getting along with its
neighbors. It understood their fear of
being overwhelmed by excessive development. And Maguire Thomas appeared to be sensitive to the emotional
significance of this priceless wetland
to great numbers of people in southern California.
In June 1989, after discussions
with community groups, Nelson Rising, head of development for Maguire
Thomas, announced major cutbacks
in the huge plans it had inherited from
Summa. Office space was to be reduced by 1 million sq. ft. and retail
space by 300,000 sq. ft. Residential
units were to be increased to about
11,000 units. The LA. Times story for
June 20th said, "The changes represent a victory for residents living near
the project and for Ruth Galanter,
... (Pat) Russell's support for the
project was widely viewed as a major
cause of her ouster."
The Friends negotiated with
Maguire Thomas for over a year
which resulted in more changes that
were to prove beneficial to the wetlands. In September 1990, Controller
Gray Davis sold Maguire Thomas
"Parcel C" north of the creek for
$85 million plus 60 acres of land south
of Jefferson and west of Lincoln. This
60 acres (in "Parcel B," map page 3) in

the original Summa plan was to have
been residential with high-rise buildings and a golf course. Now it was to
be wetlands. A month later, on October 18th, the new owner and the
Friends settled the six-year-old suit.
At what Ruth Galanter called "an
orgy of mutual congratulations," a
press conference held in the wetlands
was indeed a day of celebration. Instead of the tiny 72 acres that Summa
had offered to the world in 1978, the
Ballona Wetlands were now to be
280 acres.
The settlement:
1. Maguire Thomas Partners
(MTP) will contribute up to $10 million for restoration and maintenance
of the wetlands.
2. MTP will support the elimination of the Falmouth extension. If
Falmouth remains, the agreement
with the Friends can be terminated.
3. Both MTP and the Friends will
"vigorously pursue" funding for a full
tidal system in the wetlands. (This is
an expensive project that will provide
maximum flushing for the marsh
vegetation and will create new habitat.) It is hoped that mitigation funds
obtained from development of the
Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach
will be available.
4. The cutbacks MTP had announced in June 1989 will result in
25% less commercial development
and reduce retail use by 33%. A regional shopping center will be eliminated and affordable housing will be
increased by 110%.
5. MTP has agreed to a plant nursery on 4 acres of the old Playa del Rey
stable site where Summa had planned
a 225-unit building.
6. Since the revised Playa Vista
plan must still be approved by the
Coastal Commission and other agencies - which will take some time - MTP
will provide $750,000 for interim wetland restoration.
A Wetland Board of Trustees has
been formed that will make all future
decisions regarding the restoration
and maintenance of the wetlands.
Representatives of MTP, the Friends,
the local City Council member and the
state controller will be on this board.
National Audubon's contract
with Summa-MTP expired in 1990

and was not renewed. However,
Nelson Rising of MTP is very enthusiastic about National's role as an educational force in Ballona. MTP is financing a project to enroll over 30,000
children in the Audubon Adventures
program. Audubon Adventures is an
exciting, hands-on series of lessons for
elementary schools designed to make
nature study and conservation fun as
well as a learning experience. National has just established an education office in Playa del Rey to implement the Ballona Wetlands Education
Program. This will train docents to
lead tours and activities in the wetlands for both youths and adults. Director of the new office is Melanie
Ingalls who has been Education Chair
for LAAS and has placed over 300
Audubon Adventure programs in Los
Angeles schools.
For the initial announcement of
the new program, a press conference
was held in the wetlands on December
6th. Speakers included Ruth Galanter,
Nelson Rising, Jackie Goldberg of the
Los Angeles Unified School District,
and Mary Thomson of the Friends.
They were talking to an audience that
included 60 school children, all wearing bright yellow Audubon Adventures t-shirts. These 3rd to 6th graders
were from a nearby school who listened pretty well to their elders telling
them they were the hope of the future.
They fidgeted normally, talked to
their neighbors and "aaaahed" when a
Great Blue Heron flew close by. When
the meeting was over they rushed for
the peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and then went on a treasure
hunt in the pickleweed.
What struck this observer was the
upbeat ambience of the day. The kids
did seem to be the promise of the future. It was not difficult to imagine the
drying, dying pickleweed eventually
getting its proper share of water in a
restored wetland. A message from the
Friends was on the literature table. It
read, "The Friends of Ballona Wetlands Welcomes National Audubon...
We know that Audubon's commitment is extremely important not only
here in our own wetland, but nationwide. We hope that in the future their
program will help to make a 15-year
battle such as ours less necessary and
improve the climate for further rescue
and restoration of wetlands.">~
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Audubon Education Adventure
by Melanie Ingalls
outhern California is one of the
fastest growing areas in the nation and its school systems are
among the country's largest
and most diverse. The Los Angeles
Unified School District alone enrolls
more than 604,000 students, speaking
82 languages. Brought up in a world of
freeways and neon, many southern
California children have little or no
experience with wildlife or open
space; yet as adults, their votes will
help determine the future of the
natural world.
The National Audubon Society
has targeted Los Angeles as an important site for environmental education.
With generous funding from Maguire
Thomas Partners - Playa Vista, the
National Audubon Society recently
opened an Education Division office
in Playa del Rey, adjacent to the
Ballona Wetlands, and embarked on a
major environmental education initiative, designed to raise awareness and
appreciation of wetlands - and all
open space - among southern Californians. While the program will benefit
all ages, a cornerstone will be enroll-

S

ment of more than 30,000 children in
Audubon Adventures over the next
three years. Working with schools adjacent to the wetlands, Audubon plans
to train more than 1,000 teachers to be
partners in the venture. In addition,
volunteers will be recruited and
trained to lead wetlands tours and
present classroom programs in
schools. The new Audubon offices which include a conference room,
gallery, small research library, and
bookstore - will offer a meeting place
and training center, while the Ballona
Wetlands will be our outdoor classroom, site of field trips and hands-on
activities. In addition, the offices and
site will serve organizations and
members of the community.
The Los Angeles Unified School
District enthusiastically supports the
Audubon Adventures program.
Audubon is working with curriculum
experts from the District's Office of
Elementary Instruction to design and
fund a city wide Audubon Adventures
Urban Partnership based on the pilot
program undertaken in 1989 by
LAAS. The program will bring the

Adventures program to every fifth
grade classroom in the Los Angeles
Unified School District (nearly 50,000
students). It will also feature annual
staff development workshops for
teachers and science center staff and
supplementary curriculum materials.
The p r o g r a m is d e s i g n e d to
strengthen teachers' skills for teaching environmental education in the
city while making s o u t h e r n
California's young people better stewards of the earth.
LAAS has been an enthusiastic
sponsor of the Adventures program
since its inception in 1984. In addition
to the Urban Partnership program,
LAAS supports nearly 300 Audubon
Adventures classrooms in the city,
funded in large part through the annual Birdathon.
Melanie Ingalls has been Education
Chair for LAAS since 1987. In September
she became Project Director of Audubon's
new education office in Los Angeles. She
can be reached at: National Audubon Society, Education Division/Los Angeles,
200 Culver Blvd., Playa del Rey, CA
90293; (213) 574-2799 V

Birdwatchers'
Code Of Conduct
The increasing number of birdwatchers prepared to travel long distances puts pressure on some areas.
Reserves and other popular bird watching sites are extremely vulnerable to large concentrations of people.
Because of such pressure - all the more likely through the easy availability of news on rare birds - each
and every birdwatcher must behave responsibly. The British Trust for Ornithology, British Birds, and the
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds have jointly produced a Code of Conduct for birdwatchers. The
main points are set out below. Strict adherence to the Code is vital.
^
^
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The welfare of the birds must always come first.
Habitats must be protected.
Disturbance to birds and habitats should be reduced to a minimum.
When you find a rare bird, think carefully about who you should tell.
Do not harass rare migrants - they are often tired and hungry.
Abide by the bird protection laws at all times.
Respect the rights of landowners.
Respect the rights of other people in the countryside.
Make records available to the local and national records committees.
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Physically, the book is ideally
suited to spend most of its life traveling in the vehicle of-the mobile birder.
At 5 72" by 8 V21', with a sturdy cover
and a 15-ring plastic binder, this
slightly-larger-than-field-guide volume can lie open on a car seat, enabling the birder to follow the instructions without the pages flipping over
as with a conventional binding.
The introduction lays out the areas covered by this book - defining
southern California as comprised by
those counties from San Luis Obispo,
Kern and San Bernardino Counties
south and justifying the addition of
Inyo and Mono Counties - the former
because it is not covered in Birding
Northern California, by Jean Richmond.
Chapter 1 covers a wealth of information including a list of the best field
guides, hints about desert travel, accessible wildlife areas and a discus-

sion of birding ethics.
A thorough discussion of the
movement of birds into and out of our
area, including a listing by month of
some spring and fall arrivals as well as
a listing by season of pelagic species
are in Chapter 2, MIGRATION.
Chapter 3, HOW TO USE THIS
BOOK, discusses the maps of the
Southern California Automobile Association and how these can be used to
find each locality listed in the countyby-county chapters that follow. Sections are included on map symbols
and abbreviations used for the counties (including the helpful RR for
restroom).
Chapters 4 through 15 contain the
meat of the book. Each chapter covers
a county. Heading each chapter is a
simplified map of the county being
described, containing the major traffic
arteries, large bodies of water and a
number for each birding locality. The

rine pollution is indeed a very real
threat to the health of the marine resource, should we disregard other
threats which are just as real? The
Dear Editor:
MRPA strives to conserve the marine
I would like to respond to an ar- resource by eliminating the use of gill
ticle published in the Western Tanager and trammel nets, a highly destructive
January-February edition Conservaand non-selective fishing technique,
tion Conversation section concerning
within the coastal waters of the
the Marine Resources Protection Act
southern California coast and offshore
of 1990 (MRPA).
islands. The MRPA never at any time
As former West Coast Conservaclaimed that controlling marine poltion Chair for the American Cetacean
lution was included in the measure. In
Society (ACS), I was intimately inaddition, the article implies that the
volved with the passage of this landpublic was confused between the
mark voter initiative. I have worked
controversial use of purse seines used
on behalf of ACS on this issue for over
to catch tuna in the Eastern Tropical
two and one half years, on both the
Pacific and the MRPA. Great strides
precursor legislation (California State
were taken to specifically avoid this
Assembly Bill No. 1), and subseconfusion by the language of the act
quently on the MRPA. I was a member
and the publicity issued concerning
of the committee which drafted the
Prop 132. The photograph used to
language for both of these measures.
publicize the proposition in posters,
I would like to clarify some of the handouts, and billboards was of a
statements which I believe were made
California Sea Lion which was enwithout a complete understanding of
tangled around the neck by a gill net.
this very complicated issue. The ar- This was done to eliminate confusion
ticle states that the MRPA is a misnobetween the 12,000 dolphins dying in
mer which served to confuse the
tuna nets, and the thousands of seals,
public. The MRPA was never meant to
sea lions, marine birds, non-target
tackle the problems of water quality,
species of fish, and whales which are
oil spills, or other sources of marine
killed annually in gill and trammel
pollution. There was already an initianets.
tive on the ballot to do just that. Why
The author states that if the fact
should the MRPA duplicate the efforts
were that thousands of animals were
undertaken by Big Green? While ma- being needlessly killed each year by

the use of entangling nets, that would
be more than enough reason to ban
gillnets, but after putting it into a
larger context, he decided otherwise. I
would like to shed some light on each
of these reasons. First, the argument is
made that the thousands of non-target
species of fish that are thrown overboard are not actually wasted, but are
being "recycled."The fact is that there
are populations of fish which are being needlessly wasted. The numerous
species of elasmobranch sharks which
are caught, clubbed to death, and
thrown overboard as "undesirable"
species are having a dramatic impact
on the ecological balance of the marine
resource. White seabass were once one
of the most numerous species of commercially and recreationally utilized
fish species in southern California.
That fishery is but a shadow of its
former importance. There is great concern among fishery biologists regarding the health of the California halibut
population in southern California.
Despite the figures, is it a logical use of
a resource to artificially "recycle" unwanted species? This merely adds to
the problems of unbalancing an ecosystem by providing an unnatural
food source to that system.
Currently, there has not been a
decline detected in marine mammal
populations due to the takes in entangling fishing nets. However, we must

A Book Review
WHERE BIRDERS GO IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA by Henry E. Childs,
Jr. 1990. Los Angeles, Los Angeles
Audubon Society, v + 190 pp., 7 text
figures, 12 maps. $12.95.

D

rawing on 55 years of birding experience, a Ph.D. in
Zoology, his teaching skill as
a professor of Biology at
Chaffey College in Alta Loma, and
leadership of innumerable Audubon
field trips, Hank Childs has produced
an information-packed volume on
birding localities in southern California. Hank, no stranger to the pages of
the Tanager, and long an Audubon
Society member, has graciously assigned all royalties from this book to
LAAS.

Counterpoint
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county is described geographically
with notes on birding habitat. The left
margin contains a list of maps used to
pinpoint each location. This section is
followed by a rare bird alert telephone
number if such is available for that
county.
The birding locations are listed
next. In the left margin is the county
abbreviation and the location number
shown on the map at the beginning of
the chapter. Under this is the location
name followed by the map name with
letter/number coordinates that can
best be used to pinpoint the location.
The main portion of the text describes
directions to the location, a brief description of the location, a few of the
more interesting birds found there, if
there is a fee, and RR if a restroom
exists. Some locations are broken
down into sub-areas if there are several good spots. While this description
of Hank's system may sound compli-

cated here, in practice it works quite
well.
Hank used a birding expert from
each county in compiling these locations. It should be understood that not
all the birding locations for one reason
or another are listed, nor are all the
good birds, but most of the "hot spots"
are here. I would like to have seen the
list of birds breeding at Piute Ponds
mention that Clark's Grebe and
White-faced Ibis have bred here recently. However, such information as
the name of the range containing Mt.
Piftos (the San Emigdios) and that
Willets breed in Long Valley, Mono
County - both tidbits previously unknown to me - more than make up for
any editorial omissions.
But there is still more to this
amazing little volume. Chapter 16,
SPECIAL BIRDS, contains a list of 82
species - the more sought after in our
area - followed by the locality code

where this species might best be seen
in proper season. This is followed by a
short discussion of exotics. Chapter 17, SOURCES OF ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION, is a potpourri of
book and map sources, Natural History Museums, Audubon Society addresses, a list of the rare bird alerts,
and more.
Next is a chapter-by-chapter list of
references and the names (but no addresses unfortunately) of the county
correspondents who were so helpful
in putting this book together. A recent
(1989) checklist of the 584 species and
9 established introduced species with
the "Latin" names follows.
All in all, Hank Childs has made a
great contribution to birding in
southern California and hopefully
LAAS will update it every few years to
keep it as informative and useful in the
future as it is now. >»-Hank Brodkin

look in the long term while evaluating
the effects of these takes on mammal
populations. Historically, it has been
the policy of human management
procedures to wait until there is a crisis before anything is done to protect
these populations. I would allude to
the case of California sea lions in illustrating this point. Seals and sea lions
were hunted to the brink of extinction
by the 1930s in California. As this happened, the populations of the major
predators of these animals, killer
whales and large sharks, also declined. Upon subsequent protection
by law, the populations of seals and
sea lions indeed bloomed. However,
these populations bloomed in an unbalanced ecosystem, one without
predators, and one which still exists
today. We are now beginning to observe an increase in the predators of
these animals in southern California
waters. In 1986, the California Department of Fish and Game estimated
the annual takes by gill and trammel
nets in California of sea lions to be
4,200, and 2,000 harbor seals. These
takes do not take into consideration
the numerous animals which break
free of the net and end up entangled
around the neck and die a slow and
painful death. Of these 4.200 sea lions
killed each year, 3,500 are in southern
California. If these unnatural levels of
human predation are allowed to con-

tinue, in addition to the increasing levels of natural predation, we may again
see a dramatic decline in the populations of seals and sea lions in our waters.
The article suggests that restrictions to protect wildlife which are
placed on fisheries have the potential
to backfire, and implies that these restrictions should not be put into place
for these reasons. Should we then
have ignored the enormous numbers
of marine turtles which were killed in
American shrimp nets, and not imposed gear modifications to reduce or
eliminate these takes? Should we have
turned a blind eye in the early 1970s to
the problems in the tuna purse seine
fishery? Should we have disregarded
the 400,000 dolphins which were dying each year in tuna nets? If the
United States would have done so,
those deaths would have continued
past the point of no return for those
dolphin species. If the tuna /dolphin
problem is completely analyzed, it is
seen that the problem of foreign nations ignoring dolphin mortalities is
now being addressed and possibly
eliminated. Simply because other
countries may continue to ignore environmental problems when we do
not is certainly not justifiable reasoning for us to not place restrictions on
destructive behaviors.

on the broad spectrum of support for
the MRPA. While the commercial fishing industry attempted to portray this
issue to be one of conflicts between the
sport fishing and commercial fishing
industries, this is simply not the case.
The American Cetacean Society was at
the forefront of a wide range of environmental organizations, including
Earth Island Institute, The American
Oceans Campaign, The Animal Protection Institute, Earthtrust, Heal The
Bay, and the Fund For Animals to
name but a few. Support from the
scientific community included a scientific advisory committee composed
of many of the leading icthyologists in
the state, and indeed a great deal of
support was received from the recreational fishing industry.
The bottom line with which we
must all be very concerned is one in
which we must look toward the future
and ask ourselves an important question. In the face of an ever increasing
human population and an ever increasing demand for sea food, is it
logical for our society to continue to
use highly indiscriminate fishery
technologies to meet this growing
demand? We must not continue to
deplete the marine resource in the effort to meet these demands. We must
not wait to deal with these problems
until we finally admit the crisis is
upon us. - Thomas D. Lewis >~

I would like to close by reflecting

March 1991

Western Tanager

Birds Of The Season
by Hank Brodkin

I

n March, spring migration begins in earnest. While most vagrants won't show up until May,
birders will be out trying to get
that "first spring record" for any number of species. Sufficient rain, if it
comes in February, should cause the
lower deserts to bloom - but in spite of
the drought, the first passerine migrants of the year should show up at
the oases of the Colorado Desert in
places like Anza-Borrego State Park
and Thousand Palms. In Los Angeles,
check your backyard for that first oriole or Pacific-slope Flycatcher. And
please call in these early arrivals for
this column. By the way, a good source
of such information as to the expected
arrival dates of migrants is the classic
Birds of Southern California - Status and

Distribution by Kimball Garrett and
Jon Dunn.
December and January produced
a good assortment of birds. The
"Arctic Express" made some nice contributions, the best of which was a
Common Pochard on 13 January
(Gene Cardiff) at Silver Lakes, San
Bernardino County. This was possibly
the same bird that was found in the
same place in February 1989. This will
undoubtedly bring birders from near
and far.
A Red-necked Grebe was discovered at Marina del Rey on 2 December (Pierre Delastre) and is still
present at this writing (19 January).
After the storm of 4 January, a good
assortment of shearwaters including 1
Sooty, 2 Short-tailed and 2,500 Blackvented were seen (Mitch Heindel).
A pair of Great Blue Herons was
found breeding in Encino on 9 January
(Lloyd Kiff) - the first breeding record
in many years in this area. Three
Tundra Swans were seen at nearby
Sepulveda Basin on 22 December
(Raymond Skip) and two Ross' Geese
were along the coast, one in Malibu on
22 December (Kimball Garrett) and
one in Irvine on 5 January (Dick and
Bea Smith). Two male Tufted Ducks
were on the forebay of Castaic Reservoir on 28 December (K.G.).
Oldsquaws were at the Santa Clara
River Estuary on 9 December (Don

Desjardin) and at the Santa Monica
Pier on 15 December (Keith Axelson).
A Black Scoter was reported from
Ventura Harbor on 13 January and a
White-winged was at Seal Beach on
7 December.
An immature Bald Eagle was
found at Pt. Mugu on 29 December
(Fred Simmons) and a Prairie Falcon
flew over Pepperdine in Malibu on
13 January (P.D.).
Mountain Plovers numbering
101 were at Harper Dry Lake on
14 December and a relatively large
number of 8 Black Oystercatchers
were on Royal Palm Beach near Palos
Verdes on 12 December.
Both a Marbled Murrelet and an
Ancient Murrelet were seen off Pt.
Vicente on 25 December (M.H.) and
two Ancients were in Ventura Harbor
on 1 January (Bruce Broadbooks).
Rhinoceros Auklets were at Seal
Beach on 7 December and in Marina
del Rey on 12 December (M.H.).
A wintering flock of Vaux's Swifts
was reported on 7 January at Legg
Lake (Ed Navojosky) and a very rare
(in winter) Black-chinned Hummingb ird was in Whittier Narrows on
6 January (M.H.).
A pair of Vermilion Flycatchers
was back wintering at El Dorado Nature Center, Long Beach, on 22 December (Betty Jo Stephenson) and another was at Prado Basin on 13 January (Russell Stone). The Thick-billed
Kingbird was back near Tustin for an
incredible ninth winter (Bill Principe)!
One hundred Tree Swallows
were reported from the Santa Clara
River Estuary on 14 December (Steve
Mlodinow) and an even rarer (in winter) Northern Rough-winged Swallow was reported from Whittier Narrows on 4 January (Ed Stonik).
Single "Plumbeous" Solitary
Vireos were at Hartwell Park, Long
Beach on 8 December (Jerry Johnson)
and at Prado Basin on 13 January
(R.S.). A backyard Virginia's Warbler
was in Culver City on 6 December
(Don Sterba) and a San Francisco
birder found a Black-and-White
Warbler at Huntington Beach Central
Park on 7 January (Steve Mordecol).

A Summer Tanager was found on
the Malibu Christmas Count on
16 December (K.G.) and a Western
Tanager was at Hartwell Park on
8 December.
Three Vesper Sparrows, unusual
on the coastal plain, were in El Monte
on 29 November (Dave Richardson),
and a Grasshopper Sparrow was in
San Francisquito Canyon on 29 December (K.G.).
A McCown's Longspur was reported from Piano Trabuco, Orange
County, on 7 January (Tom Bishop),
and a Lapland Longspur was found in
the Sepulveda Basin on 22 December
(Jim Royer) and is still present at this
writing.
A male Rusty Blackbird was discovered in the Malibu shopping center on 11 December (Bob Pann). A
Northern Oriole was seen at El
Dorado Nature Center on 15 December (B.S.) and also at El Dorado,
Cassin's Finches were reported on
7 January (Tom Bishop).
Good birding! ^ .
Records of rare and unusual bird sightings
reported in this column should be considered tentative pending review by the
American Birds regional editors or, if ap-

propriate, by the California Bird Records
Committee.
Send your bird observations with as many
details as possible to:

Hank Brodkin
27-1/2 Mast Street
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
(213) 827-0407
-orDavid Koeppel
(213) 454-2576

Lapland Longspur, Sepulveda Basin,
1 January, 1991 - Photo by Larry Sansone
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Lens View
by Herb Clarke

T

he format discussed in these
columns is basic 35 mm. Reasons for this are manyfold. It
is by far the most popular
and versatile because cameras and accessories available are almost limitless, equipment is compact and costs
range from cheap, simple throwaway
cameras to highly sophisticated, very
expensive models. The intent here is
not to belittle other formats. Smaller
format cameras are even more compact in size - important when size and
weight are significant factors - but
image quality is sacrificed. Larger formats - often the choice of professionals and publishers - are heavy, bulky
and expensive. Image quality is very
good, and ability to crop and otherwise alter the finished picture is relatively easy. All of this points to the fact
that everything in photography is a
compromise. There is no such thing as
a perfect camera or an accessory with
every wanted capability. Keep this in
mind when acquiring equipment.
This brings up the question of
what kind of film should be used for
nature photography. Eighty-five percent of pictures taken today are color
prints. Why? Because copies and enlargements can be made inexpensively and easily. Pictures are readily
accessible for viewing without having
to set up a projector and screen. And
the new print films are marvels at producing excellent results while forgiving many photographer errors.
Then there is black-and-white
photography. Cost is low, print manipulation is easy, permanence is excellent, and some publishers can only
use monochrome. There is a certain
aesthetic quality of black-and-white
which appeals to many people.
After having said all of the above,
I must confess I use slow color slide
film. My decision was influenced by
the excellent color and grain (smoothness of pattern) of Kodachrome 64.
Also, I give frequent lectures and programs which require projection to
large audiences. In addition, publishers prefer transparencies for color reproduction, although this is beginning to change. I have been fortunate

to have a number of my pictures published even though I don't photograph with this prospect in mind. The
major drawback in using such slow
(low light sensitivity) film is that I
can't satisfactorily hand hold a long
lens in poor light situations without
using flash and/or tripod. (Flash will
be the topic of a future column.)
Which film chosen should be
based on personal taste and need. The
final decision narrows to which major
characteristic is most desirable — excellent color of slow film versus somewhat less color quality but greater
exposure latitude of higher speed
film. Good prints and duplicates can
be made from slides provided the
photograph is good to begin with.
One final word about Kodachrome
concerns its outstanding fading resistance. I have slides at least 30 years old
which look as bright and fresh as the
day they were exposed. However, all
color photographs will eventually
fade if not handled properly. Check
with the film manufacturer for advice
on film storage.
All this talk about film may be
moot. I predict, with the rapid advance of electronic imagery, film photography, as we know it today, will be
obsolete in five to ten years.
On another subject, here is a tale of
woe about not following my own ad-

vice. An accident occurred on a recent
overseas trip when getting out of a
boat. I dropped my primary camera
and lens into the surf. As there was no
way of making emergency repairs,
both items were ruined. Salt water
usually is instant disaster to photo
gear. Not to worry, I thought, I have
insurance and had brought backup
equipment along so I was able to continue shooting pictures. Imagine my
horror when I got my photographs
back from the processor and a large
percentage were out of focus or overexposed. Fortunately, then unknown
problems in both the second camera
and lens were of an erratic nature so
most of the slides were okay. A cardinal rule to be ignored at your peril always, repeat always, periodically
have your equipment checked, especially before important outings or after periods of hard use. Along this
same line, when obtaining a new camera or other equipment, immediately
and thoroughly check it all out, make
sure everything works properly and
you really know how to use it. I have
heard many sad stories about ruined
trip pictures because of problems with
brand new cameras.
In spite of all these complications,
photography is much fun. There are
many photographs to be taken. Get
busy! V-

NEW SCHEDULE

Big Morongo Canyon
Birders should be aware of the new schedule at the Big Morongo
Canyon Preserve. With spring birding at its best in this desert oasis,
entrance is now limited to five days per week. It would be a shame for
anyone making the trek out there to find that they cannot enter the
Preserve.
The new operating hours will be Wednesday through Sunday,
7:30 a.m to sunset. The Preserve will be closed to ALL visitation on
Monday and Tuesday.
The Preserve is located on East Drive off State Highway 62 in
Morongo Valley and is open during operating hours for hiking and
birdwatching. Groups wishing to visit the Preserve should call for
reservations. For more information about the Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve call (619) 363-7190.

10

Western Tanager

C

A

L

E

N

D

A

March 1991

R

Continued from back -page

parking lot on Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, just
S of 210 Fwy., on the W side of the street.
No fee on third Tuesday only.(LA,p.28, C-4).
Saturday and Sunday, March 23 and 24 Owens Valley Grouse Trip. Resident
leader Earl Gann will show us around his
favorite spots including Glacier Lodge
and Diaz Lake. Sunday morning we will
meet very early to watch the Sage Grouse
displaying on the lek. Blue Grouse, Sage
Thrashers, Pinyon Jays, Osprey and winnowing Snipe are expected. Rosy Finches
and Long-eared Owls are hopefuls. Limited to 16. Reserve with a $10 check (see
policy). Include SASE for 7:30 a.m. Big
Pine meeting location and lodging list.
Sunday, March 24 - Whittier Narrows
Regional Park. Join David White on this
regular morning walk to see resident birds
and the first trickle of spring migration.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Nature Center, 1000
Durfee Ave. in South El Monte, off 60 Fwy.
between Santa Anita and Peck Dr. exits, W
of 605 Fwy. (LA, p.47, D-5).
Sunday, March 24 - Malibu Lagoon. Meet
at 8:30 a.m. in the lagoon parking lot. The
lot is on the ocean side of PCH, just W of
the lagoon bridge; but you can turn right
into town for street parking. The lagoon lot
has a daily fee. This walk is under the
leadership of a member of Santa Monica
Bay Audubon Society. (LA, p.114, B-5).
Friday, March 29 - Flycatcher ID Workshop. Our speaker will be the well-known

Hall of Birds
Now Open
A bird condominium of quizzes which
tests your knowledge of California
birds; a model of a real Thanksgiving
turkey so you'll know exactly why
you have a choice of white meat or
dark when you sit down to eat; a
movable magnifying lens that gives
you insight into feathers. Anything
you need to know about birds - and
more - is presented to bird lovers in
southern California at the new interactive exhibit, The Schreiber Hall of
Birds at the Natural History Museum
of Los Angeles County.
Animated birds, real-life bird

guide and author Jon Dunn. Emphasis of
the slide lecture will be placed on identification of the problematic groups of flycatchers encountered in California including the big, brown Myiarchus group,
the colorful kingbirds, and the remarkably
uniform Empidonax complex. In just the
past few years, the process of identifying
"Empids" has been refined to where we
have a fighting chance for some positive
IDs. Jon will also have slides of specimens,
and taped bird calls. Binoculars a must to
see fine details on the screen. 7:30 p.m. at
Union Federal Savings, 8485 Wilshire
Blvd. Fee $7. Reserve at Audubon House
with SASE. (LA, p.114, B-5).
Thursday, April 4 - Pt. Dume Seabird
Watch. One of our local masters of field ID,
Jon Dunn, will be watching the world (of
seabirds) go by from this prominent
promontory. Loons, scoters and gulls
should provide the meat of the observations. Take PCH N past Malibu, turn on
Westward Beach Rd. which divides the
bluff from the S end of Zuma Beach, and
continue to the parking lot at the end of the
road. Take the trail to the top of the bluff,
veering right at the T in the trail. 1:30 p.m.
to 5ish. Dress warmly and bring a scope if
possible. (LA, p.110, B-6).

through fairly untouched oak woodlands
should be good for passerines and young
raptors. Take 5 Fwy S to Ortega Hwy. (74),
then head E out of San Juan Capistrano on
Hwy 74 for about 8 miles to the Casper
Park entrance on your left. Sign in at the
gate, and parkin the lot immediately left of
the gate house. Reserve by phone with
Audubon House. Rain cancels. $5 donation to Starr Ranch is very non-mandatory.
Do not send money to Audubon. Participation limited. (OC, p.66, quad.30).
Sunday, April 7 - Topanga State Park.
Leader Gerry Haigh. Meet at 8:00 a.m. See
March 3 write-up for details.
Sunday, April 7 - L.A. Zoo Docent Tour. A
specially guided one-hour tour focusing
on the birds of the L.A. Zoo. Meet Nick
Freeman in front of the zoo at 9:45 a.m., see
the bird show at 11:30, have lunch (lockers,
carry or buy), then meet one of the bird
keepers at 1:00. Stay and see the rest of the
zoo, if you like. Good trip for children and
significant others. Children 2-12 $2.75,
adults $5.00 if we get a good turn-out. Sign
up by phone with Audubon House (do not
send money). Take 5 Fwy to Griffith Park
and exit on Zoo Dr. Follow the signs to the
parking lot, and meet on the bridge in front
of the entrance. (LA, p.25, A-4).

Saturday, April 6 - Starr Ranch Sanctuary.
We will meet Park Ranger Pete DeSimone
at adjacent Casper Park at 8:30 a.m. and
carpool in park and private vehicles. We
should glimpse Grasshopper Sparrows
along the way. An unstrenuous walk

Saturday and Sunday, April 13 and 14 Eastern Mojave Long Weekend. Larry
Allen will lead this trip for Sacramento
Audubon and fill openings with L.A.
birders on the waiting list. Last year we
found Bendire's and Sage Thrashers,
Scott's Oriole and other desert birds. This
year, Larry will also be looking for Crissal
and LeConte's Thrashers. The group will
meet Friday evening at a campground in
the east Mojave, and bird all weekend,

sounds and a coiling boa stalking a
bird - set amid a real water background - comprise the Tropical
Rainforest exhibit which is modeled
after a natural rainforest in Central
Peru. This exhibit is designed to teach
visitors how birds fit within the complex ecological framework of the
rainforest and calls attention to the
dangers of deforestation for the world
climatic system.
Several California Condor specimens - some one hundred years old
and on exhibit for the first time - are
the focus of the California Mountain
Condor display. Every detail (from the
large tree trunks to the very rocks and
sand) of the whole exhibit was carefully patterned after existing sites in
the range of the California Condor.

The daily life cycles of marsh
birds, from dawn through dusk, are
part of the Canadian Prairie Marsh
exhibit. In this display, visitors cross a
pond with nesting waterfowl, a
colony of blackbirds and croaking
frogs.
Visitors can also get behind the
senses of birds in the Sensory Perception display. They can see the way
birds see and try to hear the way birds
hear. For example, guests will be given
the opportunity to locate a mouse the
same way a barn owl would - with
only its sense of hearing. If the guest is
successful, the barn owl will fly down
from its perch and capture the mouse!
The Museum is located at 900 Exposition Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA.
(213) 744-3466. V
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camping Friday, Saturday and Sunday
nights. Lots of driving on paved and dirt
roads. No fee. Call Larry Allen at (213) 2212022 with your name, phone number and
address to place your name on the waiting
list and for further info. Very limited.
Saturday, April 20-KimballGarrett
leads a Birdathon '91 walk at Placerita Canyon. Register with
Audubon House.
Saturday, April 20 - Whittier Narrows
Regional Park. Leader David White. Meet
at 8:00 a.m. See March 24 write-up for
details.
Sunday, April 21 - Franklin Canyon. This
morning walk will be led by Steve Saff ier
of the William O. Douglas Outdoor
Classroom, a non-profit organization supported by the SMMR A. Franklin Canyon is
located between Sherman Oaks and Beverly Hills. Over 100 species have been documented in the chaparral, lakeside and
oak/pine woodland habitats of the canyon. Meet at the Sooky Goldman Nature
Center lot at 7:30 a.m. From Sunset Blvd. in
Beverly Hills, take Beverly Dr. N to Coldwater Canyon Dr., then make a 90-degree
left turn onto Franklin Canyon Dr. for the
remaining 1/2 mile to the nature center.
From the 101 Fwy in the valley, take Coldwater south into the hills, make a 90-degree right turn onto Franklin Canyon Dr.,
and continue on to the nature center. The
lot is past a gate designating the WODOC.
(LA, p.22, B-6).
Friday, April 26 - Chatsworth Park South.
Join leader Allan Keller for a morning of
prime migration birding. We will seek
warblers, orioles, grosbeaks and others in
this chaparral/oak woodland habitat.
Take Topanga Cyn. Blvd. (from 101 or 118
Fwys), go W on Devonshire and continue
into the lot by the Recreation Center. Meet
at 8:00 a.m. (LA, p.6, B-2).
Saturday, April 27- Mojave Narrows. Harold Bond will lead us through this prime
birding oasis to see what spring specialties
the lake, marsh, fields and woods of this
extensive area can produce. Rails and Vermilion Flycatchers. Take Hwy 15 toward
Victorville, and take the Bear Valley Cutoff E (right) for about 4 miles. The entrance
road into the park will be on the left. Meet
at 8:00 a.m. at the Mojave Narrows boathouse. Bring a lunch, and dress for possible cold and wind. Bird with Harold after
lunch as well if you like. Overnight camping in the park and lodging in Victorville
are available.
Sunday, April 28 - Malibu Lagoon.
Leader SMBAS member. Meet at 8:30 a.m.
See March 24 write-up for details.

'

Sunday, May 5 - Chuck Bernstein
will lead a trip for beginning birders
at Malibu Creek State Park and
Malibu Lagoon for Birdathon '91.
Register with Audubon House.

Sunday, May 5 - Topanga State Park.
Leader Gerry Haigh. Meet at 8:00 a.m. See
April 7 write-up for details.
Saturday, May 11 - Salton Sea. Leader
Chet McGaugh, compiler of the N.E.S.S.
Christmas Bird Count. Meet at 7:00 a.m. at
Wister Refuge. Fee $8. Limited to 20. Sign
up with Audubon House.
Saturday, May 18 - Placerita Canyon.
Leader Mary Carmona. Meet at 7:30 a.m.
and finish before noon. (LA p.127, J-4).
Sunday, May 19 - Mojave Area. Tour the
desert oases surrounding Mojave with
Nick Freeman. Brightly colored warblers
and dingy Empidonax flycatchers, as well
as others. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Mojave
DWP parking lot.
Sunday, May 19 - Whittier Narrows Regional Park. Leader David White. Meet at
8:00 a.m. See March 24 for d e t a i l s . ^
Printed on 50% Recycled Paper

RESERVATION AND FEE EVENTS
(Limited Participation)
POLICY AND PROCEDURE
Reservations will be accepted
ONLY if ALL the following information
is supplied:
(1) Trip desired
(2) Names of people in your party
(3) Phone numbers (a) usual and (b)
evening before event, in case of emergency cancellation
(4) Separate check (no cash please) to
LAAS for exact amount for each trip
(5) Self-addressed stamped envelope for
confirmation and associated trip information
Send to Reservations Chairman
Millie Newton, LAAS, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90046.
If there is insufficient response, the
trip will be cancelled two Wednesdays
prior to the scheduled date (four weeks
for pelagjcs) and you will be so notified
and your fee returned. Your cancellation
after that time will bring a refund only if
there is a paid replacement.
Millie Newton is available at
Audubon House on Tuesdays 1 0 - 3 to
answer questions about field trips. If you
desire tocarpool to an event, she can also
provide contacts for you. Our office staff
is also available Tuesday- Saturday for
most reservation services.
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Meet at 8:00 p.m. in Plummer Park
ID Workshop precedes the meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 12,1991 - If this is Saturday it must be Surabaya! Noted
local birder, photographer and author Herb Clarke along with wife,
Olga, recently spent three weeks cruising the Indonesian archipelago.
Join Herb as he shares his slides and observations on the natural history
of this remarkable part of our planet. Featured bird of the night is
expected to be the beautiful and rare Bali Starling.
ID Workshop: to be announced on the tape
Tuesday, April 9,1991 - Tempest in a Teapot - Dr. Bryan Obst, UCLA
Professor of Ornithology, will examine the unique spinning behavior of
captive phalaropes using a combination of photography, high speed film
and 3D computerized video. The function and economics of spinning
behavior for feeding are analyzed.
ID Workshop: Margaret Rubeya of UC Irvine will share some tips on
identifying phalaropes in the field.

D

A

FIELD

R
TRIPS

CALL THE TAPE!
Before setting out on any field trip, call the
Audubon bird tape at (213) 874-1318 for spedal
instructions or possible cancellations that may
have occurred by the Thursday before the trip.
Notations in parentheses after trip listings refer to Thomas Bros, map page and grid coordinates (county, page number, grid coordinates).

Saturday, March 2 - Chatsworth Reservoir. Leader Dustin Alcala. Primarily an
"old California" native grassland habitat
with a small lake and oak riparian woodlands in the adjacent arroyos. Geese, raptors and other wintering and resident
birds. Bring lunch and water. No restrooms. Finish up by noon. Take 405 Fwy
N to Roscoe, head W to Fallbrook, take this
right to the DWP entrance at the end. Meet
here at the gate at 8:00 a.m. (LA, p.6,6-A).
Sunday, March 3 - Topanga State Park.

P E L A G I C

T R I P S

Saturday, April 13 - Ventura to the back side of Santa Rosa Island - weather
permitting; 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Cost: $60.
Saturday, April 27 - Sausalito Pterodroma trip; 3:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Cost: $115.
Leader: Steve Bailey. This trip can encounter ROUGH seas!
Sunday, April 28 - Sausalito. Repeat of April 27 trip (above).
Sunday, May 5 - Los Angeles toward Santa Barbara Island and Osborne Banks;
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Cost $32. Leaders: Kimball Garrett and Lee Jones.
Saturday, August 17 - Orange County trip (from San Pedro); Catalina to Lausen
Sea Mount; 5:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Cost $36. Leaders: Brian Daniels and Lee Jones.
Sunday, August 18 - Los Angeles toward Santa Barbara Island; 6:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Cost $32. Leaders: Kimball Garrett and Lee Jones.
Saturday, September 14 - Ventura. Repeat of April 13 trip (above).
Saturday, October 12 -Los Angeles to Santa Barbara Island and beyond; 6:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. Cost $32. Leaders: Herb and Olga Clarke.
Saturday, November 16 - Los Angeles to Santa Barbara Island and beyond. Trip
is planned to look for ALCIDS; 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Cost $32. Leaders: Arnold
Small and Herb Clarke.
Note: Surcharge may be required for all trips if fuel costs rise.

Gerry Haigh will lead participants
through this nearby area composed of sycamores, grasslands, scrub oak and chaparral. This is an ideal trip for a beginning
birder or for someone new in the area.
From Topanga Canyon Blvd. heading SW
from the valley, take a very sharp turn E
(uphill) on Entrada Dr. (7 miles S of Ventura Blvd., 1 mile N of Topanga Village).
Follow the signs to the state park, and meet
in the parking lot of Trippet Ranch at
8:00 a.m. $3 parking fee. (LA, p.109, D-4).
Sunday, March 17 - El Dorado Park. Jim
and Betty Jo Stevenson will be showing us
around this extensive and varied nature
center and parkland. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in
the grassy area behind the nature center
parking lot, or at 8:00 a.m. at the entrance
gate. To get to the park, take the 605 Fwy. S
to Spring St. W, and make a quick right into
the park ($3 auto fee). Take the park road
left under Spring St., and it will take you to
the Nature Center lot. For free parking and
a short walk, turn E (left) on Spring St.,
continue over the freeway, and park in El
Dorado Park Estates on the left. (OC, p.14,
A-l).
Tuesday, March 19 - L.A. Arboretum. Bar-

bara Cohen will lead a morning walk
through varied habitat looking for quail,
owls, herons, raptors and early migrants
to usher in the first day of spring. Meet at
8:00 a.m. in front of the gatehouse in the

See Reservation Policy on page 11
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