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"W" A "T" ould you
1 A / rather go
1 / %/ b i r d i n g
W w than scrub
the kitchenfloor?Or clean
out the garage? Or mow
the lawn? Join the club the Los Angeles Audubon
Society, of course.
To t h e
Workaholic, the
Alcoholic, the
Chocaholicandall
the o t h e r
"holies," you
can now
add the
Birdaholic.
Compared
with some
other addictions
it is almost benign. It may
even be good for you. Future
field guides may be required to carry
the disclaimer: "Warning: Birding
may be delightfully habit-forming!"
For the mildly addicted, birding is
a one-day-a-week part-time hobby.
And before leaving home they call the
local bird alert tape with which, happily, most large metropolitan areas are
now equipped. For the more dedicated
there is, in some cities, a telephone
bird alert network operated by good
birding buddies, eager to tell a pal of a
good bird. Once hooked up to a net-

k

So
Who Gets
The Blame?
by Chuck Bernstein

work, the birder
may get a call on any
day of the year, including Thanksgiving (a really good day
for exceptional birds in
the West), Christmas (better), and even New
Year's Day (fabulous
with most of the
Christmas Bird
Counts having
been reported in).
In
show
business they
say, "The
show must
go on!" In
birding
we say,
"When
the
phone rings (sounding an alert to a choice bird), the
birder goes!"
The least hesitation may mean
that, on arrival following a long drive,
the Crimson-collared Grosbeak or the
Xantus' Hummingbird might be halfway back to San Luis Potosi or some
other exotic sounding place that, after
rolling it off the tongue, makes one
want to smack his lips. In truth, part of
the mystique of birding lies in the
weird outback places with romantic
dreamy names which "really good"
alien birds invariably choose.
Naturally, birding addicts have
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their problems. If unmarried and without
a roommate you miss a lot of calls. An
answering machine can give you a
headstart on the competition if you
have the kind that will tell all when
you dial in from wherever you may be.
If married to a nonbirder there can
very well be conflicts that require delicate handling. Some such birding addicts use scams.
A bird alert call on a weekend to
Hal Ferris, my ol' birding buddy,
changes this Jekyll and Hyde from
surly to solicitous and he suddenly
suggests to his astonished wife and
mother-in-law "a nice little ride in the
country" (or desert or mountains). At
the designated target site he will park
and absent himself out of deference to
legs that "need stretching" or a vital
just-remembered phone call. Returning to spread a blanket and announce
a picnic means only that he has not
already found the bird!
Well, you ask, what about married
couples who share the sport? Do
couples who bird together stay together?
Yes and no. An irritating situation
arises commonly because one of the
pair is working or shopping or whatever when the other experiences a bird
they both need. There is a competitiveness among listers that even marriage
cannot always bridge.
In the summer of, I think, '65 (I
want to be as vague as I can here), I
accompanied marrieds (let's call them
Jerry and Jane) from Los Angeles to
Morro Bay to see a reported Rednecked Grebe, a life bird for both of
them.
We were at the marina where,
when the bird is not feeding underwater it is obscured behind sailboats. But
we do find it. Jane excitedly sends
Jerry running to the car for the scope.
Returning, he sets it up and gallantly
hands it to Jane for first looks.
Her eye glued to the business end
of it, Jane oohs and aahs, aahs and
oohs, while Jerry, having unwittingly
left his binoculars in the car trunk
while getting out the scope, stands by
waiting his turn. After her third, "Oh,
this bird is so-o-o beautiful!" Jerry
tears the scope away from her and
peers through... just as the diving
grebe's tail disappears under the surface!
We wait and watch, wait and
watch. But the bird eludes us and is
not seen again that day. Jerry is close to

tears and no longer talking. Jane's
apologies are abject but unavailing.
Jane is one up on him. Until he ticks
that bird off his list there will be no
peace. And there is still the three-hour
ride home. We drove north in a station
wagon and returned south in an ice
wagon!

On a chill overcast day in September 19751 am birding the Bay of Fundy
with Davis Finch and what I thought
was a well-matched married couple
we'll call Hilda and Burt. Leaving
Grand Manan Island, at North Head,
we are parked in a long line awaiting
the arrival of the ferry. It looks like a
long wait, so we three men leave the
car to look for birds. Hilda opts to stay
inside and do her knitting, "It's so cold
and gray out!"
Walking up the hill we find, hopping along on the ground, surprisingly out in the open, a male Mourning Warbler. We watch it feed on
raspberries, its favorite food, and we
watch it chase off an intruding Common Yellowthroat.
Almost immediately Davis prompts
Burt to go get his wife. Enjoying the
bird, Burt muses on it for a while, then
says he thinks Hilda already has this
species on her life list and so "probably
wouldn't be interested."
Davis and I hide our astonishment
in silence. But after perhaps another
two minutes Burt has second thoughts
and, leaving us, mutters that maybe
he'dbetter go ask Hilda if she wants to
see this bird after all.
Shortly thereafter we hear a loud
report. Davis grins slyly and says,
"Oh-oh, she shot him!"
It was the car door slamming shut,
and we look down the hill to see Hilda
hurtling toward us like a bowling ball
on a greased alley. "A life bird! A life
bird!" she gasps.
It takes a while to re-find the bird,
which is now deep in the raspberry
tangle where we only catch fleeting
glimpses now and then. Hoping to
redeem himself by getting the bird out
where it can be seen, the chastened
and now repentant Burt starts to spish.
Davis hastens to stop him, explaining
that this is one warbler that, in his
experience, runs away from spishing.
Hilda, red-faced, stares daggers at
her mate. But Davis has a way of

patching things up that would be the
envy of the most urbane ambassador,
and by dinner time on the third day
Burt is back in Hilda's good graces.

The excitement starts to build
when you answer the telephone and
hear the words, "There's a..." It doesn't
abate until you've experienced the bird;
seen its head, back, breast and tail, the
color of its eye and the length of its bill.
Over many long years I've had the
opportunity to chase many good birds.
Pulling out one sample is not easy to
do, but then... the telephone rings on
January 3,1982: "There's a male Smew
at Foster City!"
During a sleet storm on Attu in
May of 19781 had seen a female Smew
at Murder Point near the old Loran
Station. It was a small, drab, gray
merganser with a buff-colored flat
head and no pizazz at all. I had long
dreamt of seeing the strikingly handsome male, all black and white like a
chiaroscuro drawing.
I am en route at dawn, driving just
under Mach 3. Eight hours later, the
furious buzz of excitement churning
within me, I arrive, screech to a halt,
reach for my binoculars, hop out of the
car and move close to the tidal channel
skirting the huge condominium complex, all without consciously taking a
breath. Breathing can wait.
Great luck! Only thirty yards ahead
the Smew bobs up and is swimming
toward me! It is then, after a long satisfying look, that I first remember taking a deep breath.
The male Smew in life is beyond
my expectations. Feeding, it dives and
surfaces in different places, and as I
follow and study it I can feel the
bubble of excitement and wild anticipation drain away, leaving me exhilarated, triumphant! I want to laugh
aloud, to yell to the world, "Hey, come
look at this great bird!" Here's one that
didn't get away! That is the "high/'
that is the addiction.
Over many years of birding I have
experienced those same feelings again
and again. They will recur, I know, as
each new "really good" bird comes
into my life. And I've been lucky thus
far, but it may well be that I will one
day be called upon to pay for my addiction. If that happens, I'll just have
to blame it on the birds! >>»
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First Prize — Superb Blue Wren by Sharon Milder

A Feast of Fine Photos - 1991 Prize Winners
Second Prize — Green-backed Heron by Gary Garrity

Third Prize — American Oystercatcher by Jonathan Alderjer
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NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

OUT

IN
LOGO LOGIC ???
The National Audubon Society,
hatched from the desperate plight of
America's egrets and other declining
bird species, is now the principal
cause of the extinction of one of the
most familiar egrets in the world - that
on the Audubon logo. The logo is dead
as a Dodo! Great Aukward! No Moa!
What took its place? The new "Plain
Wrap" look. A cold, unimaginative,
and just plain ugly twisted rectangle
bearing the word "Audubon," cold
and blue as old John James himself in
the grave. Some logo designer probably got a few grand. Wouldn't think
of putting that money into habitat acquisition, would you?
"Research has shown that
Audubon is a highly credible organization, but that we are perceived

Attention:
Sepulveda Basin
Data Needed
In order to establish without doubt the
importance of the Sepulveda Basin as
a wildlife habitat in the center of
3.5 million people, it is thought that a
database would reveal the extent of its
value. Birders who have records of
sightings are asked to send them to
Sandy Wohlgemuth, 19354 Calvert St.,
Reseda, CA 91335. Birds that are rare
or uncommon in the basin are requested, with dates and number of
birds seen and, if possible, where seen
in the basin. Further information can
be obtained by calling (818) 344-8531.

among other things as primarily bird
focused - not environmental and not
grassroots," writes NAS President Peter Berle. Loony tune! OUR brief research shows how National can regain
their credibility. Give 'em the bird...
back! National Audubon seems to feel
some embarrassment in being associated with birds. Next thing you know
Major League Baseball will deny any
association with bats! Can't have that
gorgeous Western Tanager on LAAS
letterhead anymore —- someone might
think we're out to help birds!
Seriously. If National Audubon is
suffering, it's not because of the egret
on the dearly departed logo. If the
perception among the politicians and
the wielders of corporate guilt money
is that Audubon is for the birds, then

turn that perception into a POSITIVE
attribute. Are birds no longer a valid
symbol of what is being lost in our
environment? Sure... our native frogs
are going kaput at an even more
alarming rate. Put a frog on the logo!
Since the egret croaked, you may as
well hop to it! Spare the corporate
babble and ad-speak! Give us one
good reason why you now deny that
birds and bird conservation are the
very essence of National Audubon.
Any third grader knows that bird conservation is part and parcel of habitat
conservation, environmental protection, and global environmental thinking. We don't need a warped blue rectangle to remind us of that! The egret
did a fine job! ^ .

Birdathon '91
April 1 - May 15
Help raise $10,000 to support Los Angeles Audubon's
environmental education programs!
You can:
«B> bird with an expert:
— Kimball Garrett (Placerita Canyon, April 20)
— Chuck Bernstein (Malibu, May 5)
e> form a team and challenge the pros
e> count birds in your backyard
®> let others do the birding for you (sponsor a team)
All birders, and sponsors pledging $50 or more, will receive
a special Birdathon '91 gift.
Sign up today! For more information, call Melanie
Ingalls at (213) 574-2799.
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Cave Creek in Peril!
Cave Creek Canyon, just above the
Mexican border at Portal, Arizona, is
known all over the United States as a
unique wildlife area. Birders flock
there for tropical species seen almost
nowhere else in North America. The
U.S. Forest Service has given the
Newmont Mining Company an initial
permit to develop an open-pit
cyanide-leaching gold mine at the
mouth of the canyon. Fears of
pollution of surface and ground water
have inspired a deluge of protest
letters. The size of the protest and its
widespread nature have given pause
to the Company which, in a very
civilized response, has agreed not to

begin work for 12 months to allow the
public to contact their legislators.
They even suggest inclusion of Cave
Creek in the Chiracahua Wilderness
Area or some other "appropriate
withdrawal action."
We ask you to write a short letter
or postcard to Arizona Senators John
McCain and Dennis DeConcini, Arizona Representative Morris Udall,
California Senators Alan Cranston
and John Seymour. They can be
reached at: U.S. Senate, Washington,
DC 20510. Send a similar note to your
own congressman at: House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515.
Arizona Congressman Jim Kolbe,

whose district includes Cave Creek,
says he has hiked there and thinks it so
special a place that no mining should
be permitted. He is going to introduce
a bill in the House to that effect and, as
he says, "With the support of so many
people from all over the United States,
I believe we will be able to get favorable action on tne legislation." You
might ask your congressman to cosponsor the bill at the appropriate
time.
Please write to Mr. Kolbe, thanking him. We have a good chance of
saving an irreplaceable ecosystem.
Onward to the fray!>~

LAAS and the Environmental
Federation
to Benefit from ECO EXPO in April '91
Los Angeles' first ECO EXPO at the
L.A. Convention Center, April 12-14,
will donate a share of its gate receipts
to five environmental organizations in
southern California through the Environmental Federation. One of these will
be LAAS! They have also donated
booth space to LAAS, and Audubon
members will get a $3 discount off the
normal $10 adult admission. ECO
EXPO will run from 11 a.m. -10 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday, the 12th and
13th, and from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. on Sunday, the 14th. Children under 6 will be
admitted free; children 6-12 will be
charged $5 admission. (And drivers
with at least three other people in their
car get in free!)

ECO EXPO (which will also hold
events in Denver, New York, and Atlanta later this year) is a "marketplace
for the environment" with displays of
hundreds of products and services designed to be fuel, energy and waste
efficient. Everything from "low flush"
toilets to "high mileage" alternative
fuel vehicles - all designed to help
people make the sort of practical
changes in their lives that will be
necessary for the future health of our
environment. There will also be a series of speakers and seminars - both
informative and inspirational - on a
wide range of related issues. Already
scheduled to speak are Dr. Noel
Brown, Director of the U.N. Environ-

mental Programme, and Earth Day
founder Denis Hayes, with more to be
announced in the weeks ahead. Over
100 environmental groups will have
literature and displays.
ECO EXPO will actually start on
the evening of April 11 with an
Opening Gala honoring the cast of
TV's Cheers which will benefit American Oceans Campaign and Earth
Communications Office. Tickets for
the benefit only are $50, and are available through Ticketmaster. For more
information, call (818) 995-3100.
Audubon members wishing to
attend ECO EXPO should make a copy
of this article and bring it with them
for their discount. >*-
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Birds Of The Season
by Hank Brodkin

S

ome time between the second
and the third weeks of April, in
the cool coastal canyons and
certain areas of the Colorado
Desert, the California birder comes as
close as possible to experiencing the
spectacular bird fallouts of the East. In
the flowering oaks of the Walker
Ranch section of Placerita Canyon
County and State Park near Santa
Clarita, for example, up to eight species of warbler and three of vireo may
be seen in numbers, sometimes all in
the same tree, while at sunup in AnzaBorego, literally hundreds of warblers
can, under the right conditions, be
seen flying from bush to bush heading
west across the flat towards the mountains. With the current drought and
the scarcity of spring blooms in the
chaparral and in the desert, the usual
pattern may change slightly — most
bird concentrations being around
those dwindling areas with water —
possibly around the bird bath in your
back yard.
The past few weeks have revealed
the expected beginnings of spring
migration, some good numbers of
winter invaders, and a few intriguing
out-of-season wanderers.
On 16 February, a tropicbird was
seen coming in off the ocean to the
beach near Marina del Rey, making a
U-turn and heading back out to sea.
The bird was too high to be identified
as to species (Bea and Dick Smith). A
Red-necked Grebe was reported at
Ventura Harbor on 25 January (B & D
Smith) and 21 White Pelicans were at
Lake Sherwood on 17 January (Steve
Bernall).
On 1 February, 60 White-fronted
Geese over Gardena were probably
normal migrants returning from
Mexico (Mitch Heindel), and one of
very few Redheads reported in the
L.A. Basin this winter was at Echo
Park Lake on the same day (Kimball
Garrett). A male Tufted Duck was
found at Quail Lake on 1 February
(Dave Koeppel), and an Oldsquaw
was reported from Ventura Harbor on

9 February (Don Desjardine). A
White-winged Scoter was at Royal
Palm Beach on 4 February (MH) and a
Black Scoter was at Marina del Rey on
19 February (Pierre Delastre).
A Bald Eagle overflew Silver Lake
in Los Angeles on 31 January (KG) and
6 Lesser Golden-Plovers of the race
fulva and 13 Mountain Plovers were
on the Oxnard Plain on 27 January
(Randy Moore).
A staggering 400 Mew Gulls were
at Cabrillo Beach on 4 February (MH)
and 6 Black-legged Kittiwakes were
seen on the Marina del Rey jetty on
9 February (KG). Early February featured a mini invasion of Black Skimmers on the coast with one at Redondo
Beach on the 3rd (MH), seven on
Cabrillo Beach on the 4th (MH) and an
impressive 16 on Playa del Rey on the
9th (KG).
A Common Ground-Dove at the
El Dorado Nature Center, Long Beach,
on 17 February (Betty Jo Stephenson)
reminds us that this species is increasing in our area.
Out-of-season kingbirds, two
Tropicals at Lake Los Serranos near
Chino on 31 January (Hank Childs)
and an unprecedented Eastern at the
Ridgeline Country Club in Orange
County on 13 February (John
Hamilton), were surprising.
The first Cliff Swallows of spring
were at Harbor Lake on 2 February
(Jerry Johnson). A Winter Wren was
found at Malaga Cove on 15 February
(MH) and a Sage Thrasher was reported from Malibu Creek State Park
on 18 February (PD). A Bendire's
Thrasher was seen on 10 February
near Butterbredt Springs, Kern
County (Keith Axelson).
A Palm Warbler was at Ernie
Howlett Park, Palos Verdes, on
29 January (MH) and a Black-andWhite Warbler was at Harbor Lake on
27 January (Mike Belhower) with another at Huntington Beach Central
Park on 9 February (Jerry Friedman).
A Bell's Vireo, first reported
9 December by Jon Fisher, was

refound at the El Dorado Nature Center (MH) mid-February, and Summer
Tanager reports feature one at Arcadia
on 3 February (Bob Neuwirth) and
two at Redondo Wilderness Park on 4
February (MH).
An Indigo Bunting, extremely
rare in winter, was at Brawley, Imperial County, on 20 January (Gene
Cardiff). A Vesper Sparrow was
found at Malibu Creek State Park on
10 February (Russell Stone) and two
Grasshopper Sparrows were seen at
El Dorado Nature Center on 17 February (BJS). Red Crossbills and Evening
Grosbeaks were found at Grassy Hollow Campground west of Big Pines on
23 January (Jack Pike).
Spring is the time to start thinking
of doing a U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Breeding Bird Survey Route. Have a
fun morning using your birding skills
for a very worthwhile project. There
are some coastal routes available and
plenty of desert routes. Or you might
have a favorite 25 mile stretch of road
to start a new route. The only requirements are a good ear and knowledge
of local bird song. For information
please call Bob McKernan at the San
Bernardino County Museum at
(714) 798-8570.
Good birding! >~
Records of rare and unusual bird sightings
reported in this column should be considered tentative pending review by the
American Birds regional editors or, if ap-

propriate, by the California Bird Records
Committee.
Send your bird observations with as many
details as possible to:

Hank Brodkin
27-1/2 Mast Street
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
(213) 827-0407
-orDavid Koeppel
(213) 454-2576
vTJ Printed on Recycled Paper.
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Continued from back page

keepers at 1:00. Children 2-12 $2.75, adults
$5.00. Sign up by phone with Audubon
House (do not send money). Take 5 Fwy to
Griffith Park, and exit on Zoo Dr. Follow
the signs to the parking lot, and meet on
the bridge in front of the entrance. (LA,
p.25, A-4)
Sunday, April 7 - Topanga State Park.
Gerry Haigh will lead participants
through this nearby area composed of sycamores, grasslands, scrub oak and chaparral. This is an ideal trip for a beginning
birder or for someone new in the area.
From Topanga Canyon Blvd. heading SW
from the Valley, take a very sharp turn E
(uphill) on Entrada Dr. (7 miles S of Ventura Blvd., 1 mile N of Topanga Village).
Follow the signs to the state park, and meet
in the parking lot of Trippet Ranch at
8:00 a.m. $3 parking fee. (LA, p.109, D-4)
Saturday and Sunday, April 13 and 14 Eastern Mojave Long Weekend. Larry
Allen will lead this trip for Sacramento
Audubon and fill openings with L. A. birders on the waiting list. The group will meet
Friday evening at a campground in the
east mojave, and bird all weekend, camping Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights.
Lots of driving on paved and dirt roads.
No fee. Call Larry Allen at (213) 221-2022
with your name, phone number and address to place your name on the waiting
list and for further info. Very limited.
Saturday, April 20 - Kimball Garrett leads a Birdathon '91 walk at
Placerita Canyon. Register with
Audubon House.
Saturday, April 20 - Whittier Narrows
Regional Park. Leader David White. Meet
at 8:00 a.m. at the Nature Center, 1000
Durfee Ave. in South El Monte, off 60 Fwy
between Santa Anita and Peck Dr. exits, W
of 605 Fwy. (LA, p.47, D-5)
Sunday, April 21 - Franklin Canyon.
Leader Steve Saffier. Meet at Sooky Goldman Nature Center lot at 7:30 a.m. From
the 101 Fwy, take Cold water Cyn. Ave. S
into the hills. Immediately after Mulholland Dr. merges from the W with Cold water Cyn. Ave., make a 90-degree right turn
onto Franklin Canyon Dr. and continue to
the nature center. The lot is past a gate designating the William O. Douglas Outdoor Classroom. (LA, p.22, B-6)
Friday, April 26 - Chatsworth Park South.
Leader Allan Keller. Take Topanga Cyn.
Blvd. (from 101 or 118 Fwys), go W on
Devonshire, continue to lot by Recreation
Center. Meet at 8:00 a.m. (LA, p.6, B-2)

Saturday, April 27- Mojave Narrows.
Leader Harold Bond. Take Hwy 15 toward
Victorville. Take the Bear Valley cut-off E
(right) for about 4 miles. The entrance road
into the park will be on the left. Meet at
8:00 a.m. at Mojave Narrows boathouse.
Sunday, April 28 - Malibu Lagoon. Meet
at 8:30 a.m. in the lagoon parking lot. The
lot is on the ocean side of PCH, just W of
the lagoon bridge, but you can turn right
into town for street parking. The lagoon lot
has a daily fee. This walk is under the
leadership of a member of Santa Monica
Bay Audubon Society. (LA, p.114, B-5)
Saturday, May 4 - Big Morongo Wildlife
Preserve. Leader Daniel Cooper. Meet at
8:00 a.m. in the parking lot, and bring a
lunch and old shoes. To get there, take the
10 Fwy E about 17 miles past Banning to
Hwy 62 N. Pass through the town of Morongo Valley, take a right on East Dr., then
a left into the preserve.
V
*«• v
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Sunday, May 5 - Chuck Bernstein
will lead a trip for beginning birders at Malibu Creek State Park and
Malibu Lagoon for Birdathon '91.
Register with Audubon House.

Sunday, May 5 - Topanga State Park.
Leader Gerry Haigh. Meet at 8:00 a.m. See
April 7 write-up for details.
Saturday, May 11 - Salton Sea. Leader
Chet McGaugh, compiler of the N.E.S.S.
Christmas Bird Count. Meet at 7:00 a.m. at
sign-in booth at Wister Refuge on Davis
Rd. We will bird Davis Rd., Red Hill and
vicinity, then proceed around the South
End Refuge, up past Salton City, and perhaps touch on the north end. Fee $8. Limited to 20. Sign-up with Audubon House
mandatory.
Saturday and Sunday, June 15 and 16
(17th optional) - Southern Sierras Weekend with Bob Barnes. Limited participation. Fee $22 plus $10 for optional Monday
extension. For more info on the trip and
lodging, reserve with SASE per field trip
policy.^*.

Notice
LAAS is currently accepting
applications for position of Office Manager. Contact Pat Little
at Audubon House (213)
876-0202 for information.

WESTERN TANAGER
Published 10 times a year by
Los Angeles Audubon Society
7377 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90046
EDITOR: Jean Brandt
CONSERVATION EDITOR:
Sandy Wohlgemuth
ORNITHOLOGY CONSULTANT:
Kimball Garrett
FIELD TRIPS: Nick Freeman
PELAGIC TRIPS: Phil Sayre
DESKTOP PUBLISHING: WP Plus
PRINTING: Marcotte Printing
Los Angeles Audubon Society is a chapter of
National Audubon Society. Opinions expressed
in articles or letters herein do not necessarily
express the position of this publication or of
LAAS.
PRESIDENT: Robert Van Meter
1st VICE PRESIDENT: Pat Little
2nd VICE PRESIDENT:
Thomas Van Huss
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: Mildred Newton
Annual membership in both societies is $35
per year, $21 for seniors, and presently $20 for
new members for their first year. Members
receive the Western Tanager newsletter and
Audubon magazine, a national publication.
Renewals of membership are computerized
by National Audubon and should not normally
be sent to LAAS. New memberships and renewal of lapsed memberships may be sent to
Los Angeles Audubon House at the above address. Make checks payable to the order of
National Audubon Society.
Non-members may subscribe to the Western
Tanager for $15 per year. The newsletter is sent
by first class mail to subscribers and members
who pay an additional $7. Make checks payable
to Los Angeles Audubon Society.
National Headquarters, New York
(212) 832-3200
Los Angeles Audubon Headquarters, Library
and Bookstore are open
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
(213) 876-0202-office
(213) 874-1318-bird tape
(updated Thursdays)
RESERVATION AND FEE EVENTS
(Limited Participation)
POLICY AND PROCEDURE
Reservations will be accepted ONLY if ALL the
following information is supplied:
(1) Trip desired
(2) Names of people in your party
(3) Phone numbers (a) usual and (b) evening before
event, in case of emergency cancellation
(4) Separate check (no cash please) to LAAS for exact
amount for each trip
(5) Self-addressed stamped envelope for confirmation and associated trip information
Send to Reservations Chairman Millie Newton, LAAS, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles,
CA 90046.
If there is insufficient response, the trip will be
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8

Western Tanager

c

A

L

E

April 1991

N

D

A

R

Saturday, April 6 - Starr Ranch Sanctuary.

E V E N I N G

M E E T I N G S

Meet at 8:00 p.m. in Plummer Park
ID Workshop precedes the meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9,1991 - Tempest in a Teapot - Dr. Bryan Obst, UCLA
Professor of Ornithology, will examine the unique spinning behavior of
captive phalaropes using a combination of photography, high speed film
and 3D computerized video. The function and economics of spinning
behavior for feeding are analyzed.

We will meet Park Ranger Pete DeSimone
at adjacent Casper Park at 8:30 a.m. and
carpool in park and private vehicles. Take
the 5 Fwy S to San Juan Capistrano, then
head east on Hwy 74 for about 8 miles to
the Casper Park entrance on your left. Sign
in at the gate, and park in the lot immediately left of the gate house. Reserve by
phone with AudubonHouse. Rain cancels.
$5 donation to Starr Ranch is very nonmandatory. Do not send money to
Audubon. (OC, p.66, quad.30)
Sunday, April 7- L.A. Zoo Docent Tour. A

ID Workshop: Margaret Rubeya of UC Irvine will share some tips on
identifying phalaropes in the field.
Tuesday, May 14,1991 - Life history of the Red-cockaded Woodpecker.

specially guided one-hour tour focusing
on the birds of the L.A. Zoo. Meet Nick
Freeman in front of the zoo at 9:45 a.m., see
the bird show at 11:30, have lunch (lockers,
carry or buy), then meet one of the bird
Continued on previous page

ID Workshop: Jonathan Alderf er discusses Ladder-backed and Nuttall's
Woodpeckers.

P E L A G I C

T R I P S

See reservation details on previous page.

Saturday, April 13 - Ventura to the back
side of Santa Rosa Island; 8:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Cost: $60.

Saturday, September 14 - Ventura. Repeat
of April 13 trip (above).
Saturday, October 12 - Los Angeles to
Santa Barbara Island and beyond;
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Cost $32. Leaders:
Herb and Olga Clarke.

Saturday, April 27 - Sausalito Pterodroma
trip; 3:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Cost: $115.
Leader: Steve Bailey.

Saturday, November 16 - Los Angeles to
Santa Barbara Island; 6:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Cost $32. Leaders: Arnold Small
and Herb Clarke.

Saturday, April 27.1 / 2 day trip to Redondo Canyon and San Pedro Escarpment;
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Cost $12. Leaders:
Kimball Garrett and Mitch Heindel.

Note: Surcharge may be required for all
trips if fuel costs rise.

Sunday, April 28 - Sausalito. Repeat of
April 27 trip (above).

F I E L D

T R I P S

CALL THE TAPE!

Sunday, May 5 - Los Angeles toward Santa Barbara Island; 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Cost $32. Leaders: Kimball Garrett and Lee
Jones.

Before setting out on any field trip, call the
Audubon bird tape at (213) 874-1318 for special
instructions or possible cancellations that may
have occurred by the Thursday before the trip.

Saturday, May 18. Repeat of the April 27
1/2 day trip. Leaders: Mitch Heindel and
Jonathan Alderfer.

Notations in parentheses after trip listings refer to Thomas Bros, map page and grid coordinates (county, page number, grid coordinates).

Saturday, August 17 - Orange County trip
(from San Pedro); 5:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Cost $36. Leaders: Brian Daniels and Lee
Jones.

Thursday, April 4 - Pt. Dume Seabird
Watch. Leader Jon Dunn. Take PCH north
past Malibu, turn on Westward Beach Rd.
which divides the bluff from the south end
of Zuma Beach, and continue to the parking lot at the end of the road. Take the trail
to the top of the bluff, veering right at the
T in the trail. 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Bring a
scope if possible. (LA, p.110, B-6)

Sunday, August 18 - Los Angeles toward
Santa Barbara Island; 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Cost $32. Leaders: Kimball Garrett and Lee
Jones.
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