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P E R S O N A L

H I G H
by Larry Norris

I

had just returned to the Valley
after a summer in the southern
Sierra earning my keep as a
naturalist for a boys' camp. It had
been a great summer, and I did not
want to return to the city. I had
come back to start my graduate
classes, but I just didn't want to
start planning the semester. It was
one of those tasks that had to be
done, but any diversion, any excuse
to not start would have been welcomed. We have all been through
this kind of task before — you know,
the kind that needs to be done but
somehow if we could only put it off
for a million years or so that would
be fine. All the materials were in
front of me; lists of prerequisites,
requirements, class schedules, cost
schedules, do's, don'ts, VApapers...
"I want to go outside," I muttered to
myself. But I was stuck. No excuses
had surfaced, so I began committing
myself to a program of study for the
next two years.

"Freedom. Who wouldn't be a
birder?" I thought as I hopped into
the car. "I'll just have to create a
class schedule later..." But my mind
was already beginning the ritual of
the quest, turning first to the PLI
(personal listing importance) of the
target species. "Blue-footed Booby
would only be a county and a year
bird, why am I so excited?" I just
had a good feeling about this trip.
Next my mind turned to the
subtle identification questions.
"How do I tell an immature Bluefooted Booby from an immature
western Brown Booby? There are
likely to be sub-adults around. I
wish I knew more. I hope we get
close looks."
Then my mind began to ponder
why some species from the south
"invade" periodically. What causes
invasions? What effects do invasions have on the base population?
How are invasions related to
El Nino events? As I drove on, I re-

membered the invasion of 1971,
when the Blue-footed Booby was a
life bird for me. Euphoria at
Puddingstone? Hey, birders can't
choose the places, we just follow the
birds. I was excited. Birding with
Jim and Ed was always great.
September 3, 1977, dawned clear
and hot at the north end of Salton
Sea. Jim had brought along a tripod
and scope to scan for distant birds.
Where were they? No other birders
were around to check with, so we
kept scanning. Eventually Jim
spied what looked like several Bluefooted Boobies on some rocks way
out in the water. I guessed the distance to be more than half a mile.
All that we could determine was
that they were sea birds with long
beaks and sleek profiles. We
couldn't get a positive identification
with the scope from shore because
the heat-waves disturbed the image. We discussed what to do.
Ed said, "Let's wade out to them

I had not made much progress
when, mercifully, the phone rang. It
was the kind of call every birder
looks forward to — a good friend's
excited voice on the other end of the
line. Ed Navajosky was talking fast.
Whatever species of bird it was, I
knew that I had been temporarily
freed from my semester planning.
"They are back!" Ed said. "Another invasion! It has been five
years. They have been around about
a week, I think. No telling how long
they will stay. Several reported..."
"Hold on, Ed. Who are they?" I
asked.
"Blue-footed Boobies... north end
of Salton Sea. We'll spend the night
at Jim Halferty's, get an early start,
and be at the north end shortly after sunrise."
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and get as close as we can without
making them fly." Wade in the
Salton Sea? Yuk! Even back in 1977
I was sure that wasn't a healthy option. Ed and Jim found what looked
like an old road bed descending into
the water. Jim hefted his scope and
tripod and started after Ed.
It must have been a comical
sight to the fishermen. Three grown
men wading in a straight line directly into the Salton Sea with binoculars, camera and scope held
high. Birders often risk looking silly
just to get their bird. I felt very selfconscious as the fishermen continued to watch us in silence. We
waded on, going farther out as the
water gradually got deeper. "We will
be swimming before we get a good
look," I said. The water got chest
deep before the road bed began to
incline upward.
All three of us made it across the
deepest part, then we cautiously approached the birds. We had no
cover. There were no rocks or
stumps to screen out approach, so
we just walked slowly forward without any conversation. At about 80
yards we could make out seven immature Blue-footed Boobies. The
birds were preening but would
briefly look at us from time to time.
They showed no fear or inclination
to fly. We waded forward as quietly
as we could, stopping when the
birds seemed to show interest in us.
Eventually we got within several
yards of the birds. It was then that
the uniqueness of the experience
dawned on me. These immature
birds showed no fear because they
had probably never encountered humans before. Having lived their
short lives on isolated islands in the
Sea of Cortez and then flying north
over sea and desert to arrive here,
at the end of their water-dominated
world they had had no experience
with humans. I took a few photographs with my 200mm telephoto
lens, then changed to a 50mm lens
— we were that close. The birds
never flew, never showed any agitation, unless their preening could be
considered displacement behavior.
But they had been doing that long
before we got close. I took a few
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close photos, appreciated the birds a
while longer, and then the three of
us slowly waded back, elated with
such an intimate encounter with
this group of "invaders."
The rest of the day birding
around the Salton Sea was fine. I
saw my state record Wood Stork,
and that would have been the high
of the day, but I kept thinking back
to the behavior of those seven Bluefooted Boobies that allowed our
close approach. Before humankind
became so apparently distant from
nature were such encounters more
frequent? I believe that the youth of
the birds and their lack of experience with humans allowed for the
close approach. I was also impressed that day with the camaraderie I shared with Ed and Jim.
Three different men from three very
different walks of life, all sharing
equally in a common interest and
fascination with birds.
The three of us are still good
friends, and 17 years later we still
share the memory of this particular
birding high. Maybe that is why
this trip, above many others that
the three of us shared, stands out in
my memory. It was that special

combination of good friends and
good birds in a uniquely Southern
California birding high.
Looking back on that September,
the Blue-footed Booby trip stands
out in my mind. I cannot remember
even completing my dreaded class
schedule and all the other paperwork, but I do remember the great
feeling of freedom leaving on that
trip and the elation of such a
unique encounter with the seven invaders from the south. **-~

Larry Norris is a biologist and
park planner for the National Park
Service (NPS), stationed in Denver,
Colorado. He is currently the Team
Leader for NPS international assistance to the Republic of Panama.
Larry's team in writing long-term
management plans for national
parks in the Panama Canal watershed. Larry is a volunteer bird
bander for the Colorado Bird Observatory. During his California birding days, he wrote the bird checklist
for Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, and co-authored the
checklist for Death Valley National
Monument.
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C L O S E R

L O O K
by Kimball L. Garrett

T

he song of the Canyon Wren
may not be the most beautiful time/frequency matrix of
sound energy emitted from the
beaks of birdkind, but it's right up
there near the top. Clear, liquid,
note after down-tripping note,
evocative of the water in the gravity-fed streams which often flank
the singer, add up to a song that
has as much impact on the listener
as any song offered by a Southern
California bird.
Nobody is suggesting that the
song of the Canyon Wren is in danger of being stilled any time soon.
Certainly, given its rugged haunts,
it is more immune to the local and
global environmental destruction
wrought by humans than are many
more sensitive bird species. It is
reasonable, however, to want to
know how many Canyon Wrens
there are and where they live. Such
knowledge forms a baseline against
which we can measure future human impacts on any species, including these lively, bobbing, mouselike
virtuosos.
How many Canyon Wrens are
there in Los Angeles County? For
the sake of discussion, let's stick
with the resident breeding population and ignore the occasional nonbreeding transients that may occasionally stray into the county. The
answer, like those to so many questions I pose in this column, is a resounding "We don't know." So
maybe the better question is: "How
do we find out how many Canyon
Wrens there are?" One answer is to
get a lot of energetic birders out
there systematically counting, and

The Canyon Wren
Catherpes mexicanus

Canyon Wren, California Gulch, Arizona, 2 August 1993.

the way to do that is through a
Breeding Bird Atlas. Briefly, Breeding Bird Atlases map the presence
or absence of breeding populations
of birds in each block of a grid; the
most popular grids employed in
North American atlases yield blocks
of roughly 5km by 5km. During the
intensive field work associated with
"atlasing," observers are often able
to come up with quantitative, or at

least qualitative, estimates of densities and absolute abundances of the
various species encountered. An atlas, therefore, can provide at least
an approximate answer to the question of "how many" while simultaneously telling us "where."
Belatedly, atlasing is now flourishing in California. This September brought a real milestone: the essentially simultaneous publication
Western Tanager

of the Marin and Monterey County
Atlases. The Marin publication,
written by Dave Shuford, summarizes coverage of 221 blocks surveyed from 1976 to 1982 [the atlas
is available from Bushtit Books,
P.O. Box 233, Bolinas CA 94924; the
cost is $24.95 plus $1.81 tax for
California residents, and $3.50
shipping charge for the first copy
($2.00 for each additional copy)].
The Monterey work, edited by Don
Roberson and Chris Tenney, details
that county's project which covered
385 blocks from 1988 to 1992 (it is
available at Audubon House and
through the Monterey Peninsula
Audubon Society). The authors and
participants in both projects are
certainly to be congratulated for
their landmark contributions; these
are the first atlases to be published
from western North America! Both
publications are far more than a set
of maps. They are detailed and insightful windows on the distributional ecology of California birds.
Which brings us back to the
question of Canyon Wrens. Sometime in the next five or ten years,

when the fledgling Los Angeles
County Breeding Bird Atlas is completed, we can report on the answer.
Meanwhile, I have made an estimate of the blocks in a Los Angeles
County atlas grid that are probably
occupied by Canyon Wrens (see figure below). My crude estimate is
167 blocks (out of about 397 blocks
in the county); for comparison,
Monterey County, near the edge of
the species' coastal range, yielded
Canyon Wrens in 36 of 385 blocks,
with an estimated population of 200
pairs in the county. The number of
pairs in Los Angeles County probably varies from one or two in an occupied block up to perhaps 20-30
pairs in ideal habitat (as on the
coastal flank of the San Gabriel
Mountains). For the sake of argument, let's say that the average occupied block contains five pairs of
Canyon Wrens.
Only time, and a lot of dedicated
atlasing by YOU, will reveal what kind
of gap exists between my map and
population estimate and the species'
real distribution and population size
in Los Angeles County. •<«t-

A preliminary estimate of the Los Angeles County distribution of the Canyon Wren
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CONSERVATION CONVERSATION
by Sandy Wohlgemuth

I

n the first act of the thrilling
drama of the septic tank dump
(Western Tanager, November
1993), we left a seething kettle of
residents and park enthusiasts
boiling over with rage. It was the
thought of hundreds of tank trucks
pounding through Sepulveda Basin
and smelling up the neighborhood
that stirred them up.
As you may recall, a $2.3 million
facility had been built in this 2100acre recreation and wildlife area,
destined to be the ONLY receptacle
for the contents of the 25,000 septic
tanks in greater Los Angeles. The
public had not been consulted. In
fact, no one even knew the dump was
there, brand new and ready to go.
On that fateful Sunday in September, the news of this fait
accompli was revealed and a minor
revolution began. On Monday,
phone lines to neighbors, friends
and public officials sizzled. Letters
were written, signatures on petitions were solicited door-to-door as
temperatures and blood pressures
rose. Angry letters-to-the-editor appeared in the local press.
A few days later, the new city
councilwoman, Laura Chick, called
a local meeting where all concerned
could air their views. The upper
echelons of the Bureaus of Sanitation and Engineering were there to
point out the necessity to control illegal dumping of hazardous wastes.
And the facility, they said, would
guarantee the collection of fees at
this single location so the city would
get its proper remuneration.
Deputies of several council members, users of the basin, septic tank
truckers, neighbors and environmentalists were wondering if there

would be fireworks. The meeting
was remarkably restrained and ran
smoothly. The main question was:
Should an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) be asked for even
though the expensive facility was
completed? At the close of the two
hours a show of hands indicated
that all were in favor of an EIR.
The next hurdle would be a
meeting of the Department of Public Works Commissioners in midOctober where one of the commissioners had promised to bring up
the question of an EIR. In the few
weeks prior to that meeting, everyone was asked to write to the commissioners, pleading the case for an
EIR. Previously, dozens of letters
had been written to the congressman, assemblymen and state senator whose districts contained
Sepulveda Basin. They were asked
to support our request for an EIR,
and many of them did. Since the final vote on the facility's status lies
with the City Council, all members
were contacted by phone and mail.
The Board meeting rolled around
finally and a nervous gathering of
Sepulveda advocates quietly slipped
into the benches after signing up to
speak. Before proceedings began,
the chief engineer, who had seemed
to be our opponent at the local
meeting, greeted us warmly and announced that the staffs of the Bureaus of Engineering and Sanitation had written to the Board agreeing that an EIR was necessary.
Shortly, one of the commissioners
moved that the Board order an EIR.
It passed unanimously. The meeting
was over; there was no reason for us
to speak. We had won.
We had cleared the second

hurdle: the Public Works Commission. But the race was hardly over.
The EIR, which would take a year
and cost $500,000, was the next
challenge. An honest EIR must
study and report all foreseeable environmental effects of a project. It
must also suggest possible alternatives. Equally important, the public
is invited to attend hearings and
discuss the initial findings of the
EIR. Public statements then become
part of the final report.
The last act of our true-life
drama will come when the City
Council decides the fate of the
dump site. Will the EIR build a forbidding case against the facility
and, if so, will the Council accept it?
How will the abandonment of such
an expensive structure sit with the
members? The drama critic will
consider the finale next year. *•>-

Congratulations!

C

alPaw '93 is the California
Parks and Wildlife initiative
we were all working to get
on the June 1994 ballot. The goal
was 620,000 signatures, but
650,000 were asked for to compensate for invalid names.
Thousands of environmentalists
throughout the state knocked themselves out with overwhelming enthusiasm and came up with 725,000
signatures. This is believed to be
the record for any initiative in California. Thanks to everyone in Los
Angeles Audubon who signed and
got others to sign. Now all we have
to do is get this 2 BILLION dollar bond
issue passed. Geronimo! ••#-6
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W

ild birds spend much of
each day foraging. They
use up energy rapidly
and must eat frequently. In order to
share the abundant food resources
found in nature, birds have evolved
an amazing variety of shapes and
sizes of bills (beaks are the same
thing!), each specially adapted for
taking certain types of food. Birds
such as finches that feed primarily
on seeds have strong bills like
nutcrackers for cracking the husks
and getting to the nutritious seed
inside. Another name for a seedeater is agranivore.
Each year, millions of Americans
put out tons of seeds, fruits and
other foods to supplement the diets
of their backyard birds. For many

cations. Also consider a location
that will be safe from cats and unwanted dinner guests such as rats,
mice and squirrels, and where there
is cover to escape from aerial predators such as hawks. Sparrows and
doves are perfectly content and, in
fact, prefer to feed on the ground.
Finches enjoy elevated feeding platforms. During the summer, try putting out some fresh cut up fruit. You
might be lucky enough to attract a
brilliantly plumed oriole seeking
that illusive "free lunch."
Birds are not terribly picky
about their dinner china. A hollowed out log makes an excellent
seed dispenser. A milk carton with a
stick to perch on can work well as a

of cardboard. After you put out the
seed, find a place where you can sit
quietly without disturbing the birds
and observe them as they feed.
Watch carefully for five minutes at
a time. Be sure to note where they
land first, and if they have a second
or third choice. Keep careful notes
on the different species and the
number of each that come to feed.
Each time you run the experiment be sure to record the date,
time and the weather conditions.
The data (information) you collect
will be more reliable if you repeat
the process several times. Try the
experiment at different times of day.
Other foods that you might offer
include sunflower seeds, cracked
corn, peanuts (scrub jays love

ES
A Column For Young People by Dan Kahane
species of east coast birds, the availability of seed at backyard feeders
during the cold winter months is a
matter of life and death. On the
west coast, providing seed is not so
much a matter of helping birds to
survive as it is a way of bringing
them to our yards for "easy viewing."
The very best and cheapest way
to feed wild birds in your backyard
is to plant native plants. The best
way to attract birds to your yard or
balcony is to provide a continuous
supply of water as well as cover for
safety. However, bird seed and certain
other foods will be a very inviting treat
for several of our local species.
When placing your feeding stations, consider the many different
niches that birds fill in nature. In
order to attract the greatest diversity (the number of different species) and abundance (the total number of each) of birds, feeders should
be placed at various heights and loJanuary-February 1994

hanging feeder. Feeding platforms
can be constructed simply with
scrap lumber and nails. For more
advanced woodworkers, try designing and building your own bird restaurants. There are many books on
the subject at the Los Angeles Audubon Bookstore as well as at various home and garden centers.
And now for the question that
has been on everybody's mind,
"What types of seed do birds prefer?" For you science minded
birders, try setting up this simple
experiment in your backyard. You
will need three identical pieces of
cardboard, a watch, three different
types of seed (black-oil sunflower,
white millet or red milo), a pen and
paper. You can find these seed types
at most good pet supply stores. Set
out three identical pieces of cardboard on the ground. The pieces
should be at least 24 inches apart.
Place one kind of seed on each piece

them), suet and thistle seed. Hummingbird feeders are another story,
and we will look at hummingbirds
and ways to attract them in a future Open Eyes.
The Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, one of our country's most
distinguished schools of bird study,
is conducting this seed preference
experiment on a nationwide level.
With the help of thousands of
birdwatchers like yourself, scientists at Cornell are hoping to collect
data on a very large geographical
scale. The experiment has been designed so that birds will "tell us"
what seeds they prefer according to
where they live, the time of year,
weather conditions, etc.
The experiment is already underway and will continue through
April 30, 1994. In order to participate, call 1-800-843-BIRD and request a participant's packet for the
National Science Experiment. -*-
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O F T H E S E A S O N
by Hank Brodkin

T

he early days of January
mark the end of the Christmas Count season, and
many of us will be off tracking some
of the rarities that were discovered.
Most of us find it hard to believe
that spring migration actually
starts in January beginning with
Allen's Hummingbirds and Roughwinged Swallows, followed in
February by Costa's Hummingbirds
and Tree Swallows. And we've
barely had time, as you will see
below, to digest the fall migration —
much less the winter season. These
are the months to head for the
deserts. In the Antelope and Owens
Valleys and the Carrizo Plain,
raptors from the north may be seen,
sometimes in numbers. The wildfowl spectacles of the Salton Sea
and the Great Central Valley will
leave memories that last a lifetime.
At this writing we seem to have
a hint of a possible Siberian Express. Two Siberian species have already shown up in California — a
Dusky Warbler, found in coastal
Santa Barbara County by
Shawneen Finnegan, and a Rustic
Bunting, found in eastern Kern
County by Matt Heindel. If you see
a bird that really looks strange to
you, get out those European guides
such as the superb new masterpiece
by Lars Jonsson, The Birds of Europe, and pass the word to one of
the phone numbers listed at the end
of this column.
In addition to the two super
birds mentioned above, this late fall
period was not without its excitement. It is again gratifying to see
that most of the reports below have
come from places right in the city.
This is quite a contrast to just a few
years ago when most of the rare

birds were sought and found in
places relatively far from home.
A Eurasian Wigeon was reported from Pt. Mugu Marsh on
17 October (Laurie Conrad), a Mississippi Kite was briefly seen in
West Los Angeles on 7 November
(Fred Heath), and a Merlin was
found in Harbor Park on 25 October
(Jerry Johnson).
Two hundred Mountain Plover
were seen in a field near Red Hill at
the Salton Sea on 13 November
(Bob O'Brien of Portland, Oregon),
and a Solitary Sandpiper (the
same one as last year?) returned to
Madrona Marsh in Torrance on
28 October (David Moody). An Ancient Murrelet, the southernmost
of an invasion this year, was seen
off the Seal Beach Pier on 1 November (Tom Williams).
Two or three Inca Doves were
seen at Furnace Creek, Death Valley, on 24 October where they are
more rare than the three Ruddy
Ground-Doves also there on that
day (Kimball Garrett). A Ruddy
Ground-Dove reached the coast at
Doheny State Park, Orange County,
on 4 November (Brian Daniels), and
another was at the Salton Sea on
14 November (BO). An immature
male Broad-billed Hummingbird
was at the South Coast Botanical
Gardens on 24 October (Jon
Ivanov).
Single Lewis' Woodpeckers
were in the Antelope Valley on
31 October (KG) and at Sand Dune
Park in Manhattan Beach on 4 November (Wanda Dameron). All four
sapsuckers have been at Veteran's
Park in Sylmar in the past few
weeks at one time or another. Most
interesting were the Williamson's
Sapsucker on 4 November (Doug

Martin) and the Yellow-bellied on
6 November (Dustin Alcala). A Winter Wren was at Sand Dune Park
on 6 November (Arnold and Brian
Small).
And here are the warbler reports: Virginia's at Sand Dune
Park on 4 November (LC); Magnolia at Huntington Beach Central
Park on 18 October (BD), at California City on 24 October (Mary
Carmona and Nick Freeman), and
at Redondo Wilderness Park on
4 November (LC); Black-throated
Blue at California City on 24 October (MC and NF) and at Galileo on
7 November (MH); Blackburnian
at Huntington Beach Central Park
on 28 October (Doug Willick); Prairie at Sand Dune Park on 1 November (Mitch Heindel) and at Hansen
Dam on 7 November (DA); Wormeating at Harbor Park on 19 October (Kevin Larson); and Canada at
South Coast Botanical Gardens on
25 October (KL).
A Scarlet Tanager was reported from O'Melveny Park on
17 October (Tom Wurster), and a
Black-throated Sparrow was
near the mouth of Sycamore Canyon on 22 October (Wanda Dameron
and Barbara Elliott). Among the
many Swamp Sparrow reports
was one at Huntington Beach Central Park on 28 October (DW) and
one in the Sepulveda Basin on
13 October (Jim Royer).
A Bobolink was in the Los Angeles River bottom in Long Beach
on 17 October (KL), and Greattailed Grackles continue their inexorable spread with one on the Oxnard Plain on 24 October (Russell
Stone) and one at Venice Beach on
28 October (Bob Van Meter).
Another year has gone by. I
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would like to thank all of you good
birding citizens who see to it that
your bird sightings are made public
in one form or another. Without
your cooperation there would be no
column to write. Thanks are especially owed to Bill Principe, Jean
Brandt, Arnold Small and David
Koeppel. And thank you Priscilla for
wielding the deadline whip!
A very happy holiday season and
Good Birding in 1994! * -

R

ecords of rare and unusual bird
sightings reported in this column
should be considered tentative pending review by the AMERICAN BIRDS Regional Editors
or, if appropriate, by the California Bird
records Committee. Send your bird observations with as many details as possible to:
Hank Brodkin
27V-Z Mast Street, Marina Del Rey, CA 90292.
E-Mail (310) 827-0407: hankbird@aol.com

Los Angeles County
Breeding Bird Atlas Project

A

breeding bird atlas project is being organized by LAAS for Los
Angeles County to run during the 1995-99 breeding season.
We are trying to notify all birders in the region to inform them
of the project's existence and to enlist their aid in surveying blocks.
We are also searching for a project director. This person will have
the day-to-day responsibility of running the project. The main duty
will be the coordination of the activities of more than 100 field volunteers. Other responsibilities will be the publishing of a newsletter, the
organization of volunteer training sessions and some analysis of data.
Qualifications include an ability to communicate well, experience in
making decisions and meeting deadlines, and an intention to remain
in Southern California for five years. Being an expert birder is not a requirement, though having an interest and enthusiasm in birding is. A
small stipend may be available.
If the excitement and responsibility of this position interest you,
please contact Fred Heath, c/o Audubon House, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd., West Hollywood, CA 90046. ••*<-

Or call David Koeppel at (310) 454-2576.

Craveri's Murrelet, H. Lee Jones

Correction
After sending the list of expected
Los Angeles pelagic trip birds to
several noted ornithologists,
birdwatchers and proofreaders, we
find, much to our distress, that
somehow Craveri's Murrelet became Craveri's Auklet. We apologize
for this error and hope no one added
a new bird to their list.
January-February 1994
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efore setting out on any
field trip, please call the
Audubon bird tape at
(213) 874-1318 for special instructions or possible cancellations that
may have occurred by the Thursday
before the trip.
A Denotes Pelagic Trips
Sunday, January 2 —• Topanga
State Park. Gerry Haigh will
lead participants through this
diverse coastal mountain area
spared by last fall's fires. An ideal
trip for a beginning birder or
someone new in the area. A botanist
is usually present. From Topanga
Canyon Blvd. heading SW from the
Valley, turn E (uphill) on Entrada
Dr. (7 miles S of Ventura Blvd.,
1 mile N of Topanga Village). Follow
the signs and turn left into the
park. Meet at 8:00 A.M. in the
parking lot of Trippet Ranch.
$5 parking fee.

Reservation and Fee Events
(Limited Participation)
Policy and Procedure
Reservations will be accepted ONLY
if ALL the foEowing information
is supplied:
1) Trip desired
2) Names of people in your party
3) Phone numbers (a) usual and (b)
evening before event, in case of
emergency cancellation
4) Separate check (no cash please) to
LAAS for exact amount for each trip
5) Self-addressed stamped envelope
for confirmation and associated trip
information. Send to:
LAAS Reservations
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
West Hollywood, CA 90046-6694.
If there is insufficient response, the
trip will be cancelled two Wednesdays
prior to the scheduled date (four
weeks for pelagics), and you will be so
notified and your fee returned. Your
cancellation after that time will bring
a refund only if there is a paid
replacement. Millie Newton is
available at Audubon House on
Wednesdays from noon to 4:00 P.M. to
answer questions about field trips.
Our office staff is also available
Tuesday through Saturday for most
reservation services.
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Friday and Sunday, January 7
and 9 — Raptor Workshop with
Ned Harris. At the Friday Lecture,
see slides of age, sex and morph
differences in all 22 species of
western raptors. On the Sunday
Bus Trip, Ferruginous and Redtailed Hawks and Prairie Falcon
should be seen; Rough-legged
Hawk, Golden Eagle and Merlin are
also often seen. Limited attendance.
Lecture will be at 13300 Ventura
Blvd., Sherman Oaks. $10 fee for
Friday LECTURE ONLY, 7:30 P.M. 10:30 P.M. $15 fee for Sunday Bus
TRIP ONLY, 7:30 A.M.- 4:00 P.M. Send
check, all names and phone numbers to LAAS for more information.
Saturday, January 8 —
Chatsworth Reservoir. Leader
Dustin Alcala. Grassland/oak
scrub habitat with a large body of
water attracting geese, raptors and
other wintering and sedentary
birds. Finish early afternoon. Take
the 405 Fwy N to Roscoe Blvd. and
head W to Fallbrook Ave. Take this
N to the DWP entrance at the end.
Meet at 7:30 A.M. at the gate. Bring
lunch and water. No restrooms.
Saturday, January 15 — Van
Norman Reservoir. Leader
Dustin Alcala or Doug Martin.
Riparian and grassland habitat
surround the reservoir and adjacent
ponds. Wintering passerines,
raptors, Canada Geese, other
waterfowl. Take the 405 Fwy N to
the Rinaldi offramp just S of the
5 Fwy interchange. Go W on Rinaldi
about a mile to the front gate on the
right (N) side. Meet at 7:30 A.M. in
the lot inside the gate on the left.
We will carpool from there and stop
about 1:00 P.M. Restrooms on-site.
Saturday, January 22 —
Pt. Mugu. Louis Tucker and a
base biologist will lead as we visit
this limited access Naval base.
Goldeneye, Harlequin Duck and
Peregrine are possible. The limited
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attendance list must be submitted
to the base, so sign up early. Must
be 16 years old. Scopes but no
cameras, please. Include one SASE
for your group. Each person in your
reservation request must include
citizenship status, phone number,
Social Security Number and a $5
deposit to be refunded at the gate.
Take the 101 Fwy W to Las Posas
Rd. S to PCH N onto Wood Rd. W.
Head S on the frontage road to the
lot at the main (#1) gate. Meet at
8:00 A.M.
Sunday, January 23 — Whittier
Narrows Regional Park. Join
Larry Allen at 8:00 A.M. to see
wintering waterfowl and songbirds
and gulls at nearby Legg Lake.
Meet at the Nature Center at 1000
Durfee Ave. Take the 60 Fwy to
South El Monte, just W of the
605 Fwy, taking the Peck Dr. exit S.
Take the offramp onto Durfee Ave.
heading W (right), and turn left into
the Nature Center.
0 Friday, January 28 — From
^ 1 / Ventura on the M.V. Vanguard.
30-hour trip departs at 10:00 P.M.
Call LAAS for reservations.
Saturday, January 29 —
Lakeview Area. Leader Monte
Taylor will show us around this
excellent winter birding area in
search of buteos, Prairie Falcon,
Golden Eagle, longspurs, owls and
myriad waterfowl. Take the 60 Fwy
E past the 215 Fwy, exit S on
Gilman Springs Rd. and continue
about six miles to the Bridge St.
intersection. Meet at 8:30 A.M. at
the side of the road. Bring lunch,
scopes, warm clothing and footwear
for possible mud. Entrance fee of $3
or less. Bring ones and quarters.
Sunday, January 30 — Quail
Lake Vicinity. Leader Louis
Tucker. Ferruginous Hawk
probable; Golden and Bald Eagles
and Rough-legged Hawk possible.
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9 Friday, February 4 — From
^ 1 / Ventura on the M.V. Vanguard.
30-hour trip departs at 10:00 P.M.
Call LAAS for reservations.

Snow and Ross' Geese, Burrowing
Owl, Gila Woodpecker, Stilt Sandpiper and Yellow-footed Gull.
Anticipate mud. Bring lunch, scopes
and warm clothes. Large group may
be split. Please register by phone
with LAAS (no fee or limit). Leader
stays at El Centro Motel 6.

Saturday, February 5 — Gull
Mini-Workshop. Field seminar on
gulls given by Larry Allen. Includes a short discussion on gull
identification and Larry's fieldtested handout. Bring lunch, a coat,
a National Geographic Field Guide
and a scope if you have one.
Thayer's Gull possible. We will meet
at 8:00 A.M. at the Malibu Lagoon
parking lot kiosk. Free parking on
Cross Creek Rd. located just west of
the lagoon bridge. Trip will finish at
McGrath State Park in Oxnard.

Saturday, February 26 —
Ventura County Game Preserve.
Leader Doug Martin. This duck
club is an excellent spot to observe
waterfowl, raptors and other marsh
and grassland birds. We have seen
Sora and Virginia Rail well here, as
well as bittern, Eurasian Wigeon,
dark Red-tails and Snow Geese.
Take the 101 Fwy W to Las Posas
Rd. S, then take Hueneme Rd. W to
Casper Rd. Meet at 8:00 A.M. at the
corner of Casper and Hueneme Rds.
Limited sign-up with LAAS.

Sunday, February 6 — Topanga
State Park. Leader Gerry Haigh.
Meet at 8:00 A.M. See January 2
write-up for details.

Sunday, February 27 —
Sepulveda Basin Natural Area.
Leader Steve Ducatman. Good for
wintering waterfowl, raptors and
riparian and chaparral song birds.
Meet at 8:00 A.M. at Woodley Park.
Take Burbank Blvd. W from the
405 Fwy, turn right onto Woodley
Ave. and continue to the Woodley
Park entrance on the right. Meet in
the first parking area.

Bring lunch and warm clothes. We'll
leave promptly at 8:00 A.M. from
Carl's Jr. in Gorman.

Saturday, February 12 — Van
Norman Reservoir. Leader
Dustin Alcala or Doug Martin.
Meet at 7:30 A.M. See January 15
write-up for details.
O Saturday, February 19 —
V l / From San Pedro on the
R.V. Vantuna, 7:30 A.M.-3:30 P.M.
Call LAAS for reservations.
Saturday and Sunday, February
19 and 20 — Salton Sea. Nick
Freeman leads this spectacular
winter birding trip to see and hear
Sandhill Cranes and White-faced
Ibis gently descending on their
roosting grounds. Meet at Cattle
Call Park south of Brawley to
depart at 3:30 P.M. on Saturday.
Take Hwy 111 S to Brawley. Head
W thru town on Main St. and
continue S on Hwy 86 to a fairly
quick right on Cattle Call Dr.
Continue to the fenced grassy area
by the arena. On Sunday morning
we will regroup (and welcome latecomers) at Carl's Jr. at Main and
First Sts. in Brawley, leaving at
7:00 A.M. A good trip for Canada,
January-February 1994
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Saturday, March 5 — Van
Norman Reservoir. Leader
Dustin Alcala or Doug Martin.
Meet 7:30 A.M. See February 12
write-up for details.
Sunday, March 6 — Topanga
State Park. Leader Gerry Haigh.
Meet at 8:00 A.M. See February 6
write-up for details.
Saturday and Sunday, March 12
and 13 —• Anza Borrego with
Fred Heath. The spring explosion
of desert flora and fauna should be
well under way in the desert.
Suggested accommodations: Tamarisk Grove Campground [reserve
through Mistix — (800) 444-7275]
or Stanlund Motel in Borrego
Springs — (619) 767-5501. Anticipate a busy weekend, and reserve
camping or motels early. Limited to

20. Send SASE with $5 fee to LAAS
to learn 7:00 A.M. meeting place and
more details. Pleasant days, cool-tocold nights.
Saturday and Sunday, March 19
and 20 — Owens Valley Grouse
Trip. Mary Carmona will orchestrate this road-intensive weekend.
Sunday morning we will meet very
early. Rosy Finches, Sage Grouse,
Blue Grouse, Sage Thrashers, Pinon
Jays, Osprey and Golden Eagle are
all to be expected. Limited to 16.
Reserve with a $10 check per policy.
Include SASE for lodging list and
7:30 A.M. Saturday meeting location
in Big Pine.
O Sunday March 27 — From
^ i / San Pedro on the R.V. Vantuna,
7:30 A.M.-3:30 P.M. Call LAAS for
reservations.
Friday to Monday, April 8 to 11
— Northern Baja Adventure.
Dexter Kelly will lead a four-day
trip to good or promising birding
locations on the Pacific slope of
northern Baja. Areas included will
be the coast near Ensenada, the
Sierra Juarez, Santo Tomas Canyon, the San Quintin marsh and
estuary, and the desert south of El
Rosario. Breeding birds likely to be
found include Gray Thrasher,
California Gnatcatcher and Gray
and Bell's Vireos, along with spring
migrants. We hope to get far enough
to see some of Baja's endemic desert
flora. Limited to 20 people in 10
cars; the price is $20 per person.
Deadline for signing up is Monday,
February 7, 1994.
O Friday, April 8 — From
V i / Ventura on the M.V. Vanguard.
30-hour trip departs at 10:00 P.M.
Call LAAS for reservations.
O Friday, April 22 — From
V i / Ventura on the M.V. Vanguard.
30-hour trip departs at 10:00 P.M.
Call LAAS for reservations.
O Friday, April 29 — From
V l / Ventura on the M.V. Vanguard
(backup trip for April 8 or April 22,
if needed). -«—

EVENING M E E T I N G
Meet at 8:00 P.M. in Plummer Park.
ID Workshop precedes the meeting at 7:30 P.M.
January 11,1994

Chuck and Lillian Almdale
Madagascar: Land of Contrasts
ID Workshop: Peter Shen
Winter Gulls Revisited

C

ome and enjoy the unique flora and fauna of the fourth largest
island in the world, free from fears of schistosomiasis and dengue
fever. The lavishly illustrated talk will feature many of the more
than 125 endemic avian species, including the first photos of a newly discovered species of old-world warbler.
Verreaux's Sifaka

February 8,1994

- •
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Members' Annual Photo Contest

N

ew for this year — four judging categories. Photographs taken
1) within the ABA North American birding area; 2) outside the
ABA North American birding area, 3) within Los Angeles County
and 4) humorous photos taken anywhere.
This event brings out the art critic and art lover in all of us. Bring your
friends... boo the judges... cheer your favorites. Photos must be of wild, unrestrained birds only. Submit up to five (5) 35mm slides per photographer.
Place a dot in the upper-right corner of each slide as you would insert the
slide in a slide tray (when the slide is upside down and backwards). Write
your name and phone number on each slide. All participants must be
present at the show to accept their honors and divulge their winning technique (or good fortune). Bookstore gift certificates to all winners.
Due to the time required to set up the slide contest, there will be no
ID Workshop this evening. Slide contest participants: please be present with
your submissions no later than 7:45 P.M.

There is still time to get ready for the
photo contest!
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