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Our Beach 9{esting Birds:
The Snowy Tlover and Least Tern on Los JAngetes County Beaches
by Thomas Ryan
hough they are very different birds, Snowy Plovers
and Least Terns have a
shared vulnerability, the need to
nest on sandy beaches. In the face
of development and recreation, this
has led to steep declines in nesting
populations in coastal areas of California. This decline led to the
tern's being listed as Federally
Endangered in 1977; and the
plover's being listed as Threatened
in 1993. The situation is especially
grave in Los Angeles County
where the tern now nests in only
two protected areas; the plover has
not been documented nesting here
since 1947. Historically, both
species were relatively
widespread nesters in Los
Angeles County.
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Egg records kept by the
Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology (WFVZ)
indicate that the Least Tern
historically nested on the
peninsula at the mouth of
the Ballona Estuary and in
Malibu. Nesting records
date back to 1894. The Ballona Estuary was once a
much more extensive estu-

ary, likely providing an extensive
fish nursery and many small fish
for the terns to forage on. However, ornithologists of the day commented on the high degree of disturbance from dogs and children
playing on the beach. Apparently,
in response to these disturbances,
and the development of one of the
state's largest oil fields in presentday Marina del Rey, the colony
moved among several sites within
the estuary. Venice Beach was also
quickly developing and becoming a
popular beach destination and
tourist attraction, attracting as
many as 20,000 people on opening
day in 1905, and an estimated
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350,000 visitors during a heat
wave in 1931. Despite these
threats, the colony persisted and in
1977 moved to its current location
in Venice Beach, just north of the
Ballona Channel. Here, the California Department of Fish and
Game has built an enclosure that
protects their nesting activities. In
addition, in the early 1970's Least
Terns began breeding at the Port of
Los Angeles and have occupied
several locations within the port.
Since the creation of a nesting area
at Terminal 400, their numbers
have risen dramatically.
Today, both the Venice Beach and
Port of Los Angeles
colonies are the only active
colonies in the county. The
Port of Los Angeles colony
is the largest in California.
Both colonies are managed
and protected by the California Department of Fish
and Game in order to
reduce hum an-influenced
threats from the surrounding developed areas. The
Venice Colony faces heavy
annual predation from
American Crows. This pre-

dation resulted in all eggs being
destroyed before hatching in 2004
and 2005 and failure in four of the
past seven years. Through the
efforts of biologists and community volunteers, and the expansion of
the colony fence, the colony
rebounded in 2006 and had one of
its most productive years ever.
Historically, Snowy Plovers nested
throughout Santa Monica Bay. Egg
records from the WFVZ and other
records assembled by Larry Allen
for the upcoming Breeding Bird
Atlas has them nesting at Redondo,
Ballona Beach (Venice/Marina Del
Rey), Los Angeles (unspecified
location), and Malibu Beaches. In
Los Angeles County, the plovers
were unable to persist in isolated
refuges as the terns were. They
succumbed to the development,
disturbance, and regular beach
grooming. These threats
increased to an unacceptable
level following the large migration of people to southern California following WWII. The last
active nest of a Snowy Plover
on Los Angeles County Beaches
was reported by the late Howard
Cogswell at Manhattan Beach in
1947. Since then, Snowy
Plovers have continued to
overwinter on Los Angeles
beaches. Recent winter surveys
conducted by the Santa Monica
Bay Audubon Chapter and others
have detected 179-260 wintering
plovers. There are occasional
sightings of plovers during their
nesting season (March - September
[peak mid-April - mid June]). This
has led to speculation that the
plovers may still be attempting to
nest here, but the daily beach
grooming quickly destroys the
nests and any plovers that may
attempt to nest quickly abandon
their efforts.
Today, the Snowy Plover faces a
large number of threats on Los

Angeles County beaches. Probably
the greatest is the regular beach
grooming that impacts nearly
100% of the sandy beaches. The
large mechanical groomers remove
all foreign objects from the sand in
an attempt to keep the beaches
clean and safe for beachgoers. An
unintended result is that the
groomers would also remove any
bird egg on the beach. In most
areas, this activity occurs daily
during the plover nesting season.
Other potential threats to plovers
include trampling by unaware
beach-goers, removal of the wrack
(seaweed and other detritus
deposited by the tide) that contains
valuable food items for the
plovers, off-leash dogs, and predators attracted by trash such as rac-
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coons, crows, and gulls.
In 2006, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) issued a proposed change in the management
of the Snowy Plover (Federal Register Vol. 71, No. 77: 2062520636). The new proposed rule
would put more responsibility for
the protection of the plover on the
coastal counties. Each county
would be responsible for creating a
management plan that would take
into account protection of the
plover, but then would also allow
for regular maintenance and recreation activities within the plover's
habitat according to provision of

the plan. Unfortunately, the goal
for breeding Snowy Plovers for
Los Angeles County is zero, but
protection for wintering populations is a requirement. The Los
Angeles Audubon Chapter has
commented to the USFWS about
their disappointment in this plan,
requesting protection for breeding
birds as well.
Currently, the Los Angeles and
Santa Monica Bay Chapters are
collaborating to conduct surveys in
support of range-wide window surveys coordinated by the USFWS.
The most recent has involved over
25 volunteers and was held from
January 7-12, 2006. The breeding
surveys will take place this spring.
In addition to the official survey
window, we will also be conducting three other surveys of all
sandy beaches in Los Angeles
County. These will attempt to
document the presence of the
Snowy Plover during the nesting
season and provide their locations to USFWS for further protection and possible consideration for the final new proposed
., rule. Given the amount of
.. grooming, we are very unlikely
to find nests, but documenting
their presence during the nesting
season would force the USFWS
to reconsider whether a viable population of nesting Snowy Plovers
could exist in Los Angeles County
in the future. We would then work
with local agencies to protect such
a population. The goal of these
new efforts is optimistic, and will
hopefully result in bringing nesting
snowy plovers back to the
beaches of Los Angeles,
By Thomas Ryan,
Senior Biologist,
SWCA Environmental Consultants,
625 Fair Oaks Avenue,
South Pasadena, CA 91030
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MY PATCH
Canyon: Our Local Patch
by Dexter Kelly
n these days of rising fuel costs and
climate change, the wisest among us
have counseled birders to cut back on
lengthy car trips in pursuit of rare birds.
We have been advised to bird closer to
home, and select a favorite neighborhood
birding site as our "local patch." We
should concentrate our birding time on
this local area and get to know it better.
This will help us learn to appreciate our
very rich Los Angeles area birding habitats, and to protect them when they are
threatened.
If we (my wife Elizabeth and I) have
a local patch to call our own, it would be
Tuna Canyon in Malibu, just west of
Topanga Canyon. A road runs through
it, but its lower two thirds are free from
development, still wild. Tuna Canyon
used to be a favorite destination for hikers and nature buffs, and could be
crowded on weekends. For birders, it
was a vagrant trap; many rarities were
spotted on its lower reaches. But nowadays it receives few casual visitors, perhaps because direct access from Pacific
Coast Highway has been banned. Its road
is now one way in the direction of the
coast.
Year after year rockslides kept
knocking out parts of the
road during the rainy season. This occurred most
frequently in mid canyon,
where the road is especially narrow, carved into the
sides of steep cliffs. The
lower reaches of the road
were undermined by heavy
spring flooding. So back in
the '90s, the county gave
up trying to maintain Tuna
Canyon Road as a twolane highway. This move
has prevented development, and has made Tuna
Canyon a remote refuge in
the midst of an increasingly urbanized Malibu coast.
About twenty years
ago, I was lucky enough
to get Tuna Canyon
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assigned to me as my block in the Malibu Christmas Count, and have hung on
to it ever since. It's close to home distance wise, but takes at least half an hour
to reach from our house in the West Valley. We have to enter it from the top.
After driving into Topanga Canyon, I
turn uphill on to Fernwood Pacific Drive,
and endure its twists and turns for twenty
minutes at least. Near the top, its name
inexplicably changes to Tuna Canyon
Road. At the intersection with Saddle
Peak Road, Tuna Canyon Road heads
downhill into the head of the canyon.
This is where our Christmas Count
begins.
We stop on the saddle to admire the
views: San Gabriels to the northeast,
Pacific Ocean to the Southwest. We pick
up a few basics here: California Towhee,
House Finch, wintering White-crowned
and Golden-crowned Sparrows, WesternScrub Jay, and of course Yellow-rumped
Warbler. Then we go to our first major
stop, at the end of Las Flores Heights
Road. From there, we walk down a private driveway that leads along the north
rim of Little Canyon, which is a tributary
of Las Flores Canyon. The dirt road cuts
through dense chapparal and a small
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grove of taller trees around a spring.
Here I usually pick up a couple of Hermit Thrushes and, if I'm lucky. Fox Sparrows can be heard and spotted under the
shrubbery. I found Hutton's Vireos near
the spring during the Breeding Bird Survey. In all seasons, the area yields California and Sported Towhees, WesternScrub Jays, Flickers, and myriad Wrentits singing from all directions.
In late fall and winter, the most abundant bird by far is the Yellow-rumped
Warbler. There must be thousands of
these birds wintering in the canyon in all
habitats. We occasionally pick out a few
Myrtles, but it's impossible to closely
inspect them all.
When we look up, we may spot a
Common Raven or two, and a Red-tailed
Hawk. Looking across the canyon, we
can see white stains on a sandstone cliff
edge, marking a red-tail nesting site.
(Another pair has nested in a tree right
next to a house in the upper canyon.) We
are usually distracted by the view of the
Malibu Coast, stretching from Point
Dume to the Malibu Pier. Offshore, on a
clear day we can see as far as Santa Barbara Island and even San Nicolas, as
well as Catalina's west end.
This driveway
leads to one of the
more remote houses in
Malibu, perched at the
head of Las Flores
Canyon. The owner
occasionally drives by,
with a greeting or a
friendly wave. His
hospitality should be
- - respected by all who
venture on to his prop*
erty.
*"
*
Back on Tuna
Canyon Road, we head
south along the ridgeline that separates the
"headwaters" of Las
Flores and Tuna
Canyons. Here there
are houses and power
lines, where we are
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most likely to see Starlings, House
Finches, and Mourning Doves. No
mockingbirds; I've never found them in
Tuna Canyon, not even up here.
After about a half a mile, the road
turns due east, and on the right (south),
the state park land begins. Marked "Tuna
Canyon Park" on the Thomas maps, it is
now administered by the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy. This relatively
level area was never developed because
it previously belonged to the Los Angeles Fire Department, which used it as a
helicopter landing site and a fire succession study area. The traces of a catchbasin reservoir can be seen in its more
level areas.
We pull over to the right and park by
a large tube gate, and follow the trail to a
large open area with grass, low bushes,
and an isolated live oak - a miniature
savanna. Working the canyon for the
Breeding Bird Atlas, I discovered a population of Lark Sparrows here. At Christmas it is the most likely spot to find
Kestrels and Meadowlarks. A Northern
Harrier once flew over. The view of the
sea from here is even more distracting,
and the area attracts many local dog

walkers. From the oak tree, a trail leads
southwest through coastal sage scrub
down the west flank of La Pena Canyon,
Tuna's western neighbor. La Pena is even
wilder, totally roadless and almost trackless. I've not yet tried to venture very far
into it.
To the left (southeast), a track leads
up along the ridgeline separating Tuna
and La Pena Canyons. It cuts through an
oak woodland with an understory of
bushes and brush piles, with a few open
rocky slopes. Here we find Nuttall's
Woodpecker, Oak Titmouse, Rubycrowned Kinglet, and Sharp-shinned
Hawk in winter. California Quail swarm
through the bushes, and Bewick's Wrens
scold from the brush piles. In the spring
we hear Black-headed Grosbeaks singing
from down the hill, and, at night, from
the open areas above, many Poorwills
calling. I once flushed a Poorwill from
the trail while walking along the ridgeline. Rufous-crowned Sparrows can be
seen on the open slopes, and we found
an Anna's Hummingbird nest on a driedup stalk. We have spotted Bobcats on
this trail; they display little fear of people.

The Oak woodland gets denser
down-slope, and extends about a quarter
mile east down Tuna Canyon Road.
These woods host at least two pairs of
Western Screech-Owls, which may be
heard more easily when the local pair of
Great Horned Owls are not hooting and
flying about.
A quarter mile east on Tuna Canyon
Road, we come to the gate that marks the
beginning of the one-way stretch to the
coast. There are no more houses beyond
here, and the oak woodland gives way to
chapparal and coastal sage scrub on the
ridge summits. The canyon turns southeast, and becomes narrower and steeper.
I don't usually stop until we reach a spot
where the road turns right, drops down to
the bottom of a spur canyon, and hairpins back to the left. The turnout on the
outside of the hairpin is wide enough to
pull completely off the road. On one
rainy Christmas count we heard a Poorwill calling from up on a rocky slope; it's
the only one T have ever found here in
winter. Rufous-crowned Sparrows and
Canyon Wrens can also be heard and
seen on the slopes above the road. We
have heard Lark Sparrows singing from
4

Western Tanager

the ridge up above.
To the left of the readjust after the
hairpin turn, there is a level swale in the
canyon with tall trees. The road runs
along it at treetop level for a few hundred yards, and we can look into the tops
of the trees. 1 have heard Olive-sided
Flycatchers here in migration, and a
Painted Redstart was found her in May
1969. This area deserves better coverage
than I have given it, as does the entire
lower canyon. I should get there earlier
in the morning!
Below the swale, the canyon drops
off steeply, The road becomes a virtual
goat track, hugging the side of the
canyon. There is virtually no shoulder on
this stretch, and I've never dared walk it.
Most of the rockslides have occurred
here. The county has also dumped a lot
of rock into the canyon to keep it open,
and cars fall off the road occasionally. At
the bottom of this grade the shoulder is
wide enough to stop near a trailhead. The
uphill slope here is covered with a mixture of live oak, sage scrub, and various
alien tall grasses, vines and bushes.
Across the road, the slope drops off
steeply to riparian woodland. This is a
good place to listen for Great Horned
Owls at night, although their hoots have
to compete with the boom boxes of the
homeless people camped out on the
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canyon floor. I have also heard ScreechOwls here. In the daytime in spring, we
have found Hutton's Vireos on the
slopes, and Common Yellowthroat in the
damper reedy areas. Most of the chapparal species are common here as well.
Along this lower section, we begin to
notice how the canyon has been abused.
A decade or so ago, someone dumped a
huge load of tires off the road near the
foot of the grade, and others have left
their cars in the canyon. Just before the
bottom, the road switchbacks left, then
right as it crosses the stream. Recently,
some fool in a Mercedes flew off the
road at the top of the switchback. Pulling
the car out scarred both slopes, and left
behind a lot of metal debris.
Still, this part of the canyon is still
wild. Elizabeth saw a Bobcat from the
car last year while I was snooping up the
streambed. In spring we have found
Lesser Goldfinches nesting on a thistle
stalk, Black-chinned Hummingbirds
nesting in sycamores, Orange-crowned
Warblers calling in the bushes near the
stream, and, in all seasons, homeless
humans on the ground. As of last
December, there were half a dozen wellgraded encampments on the slope just
above the creek. Most appeared neat, but
some trash was dumped near the culvert
that guides the stream under the road.
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A bit further down the road there is a
wide spot by a grove of eucalyptus, with
a trail leading up the east flank of the
canyon. House Wrens nest in the trees,
and it is possible to get a treetop-level
view from up the trail. I've seen Allen's
Hummingbirds feeding among the
Annas' in the flowers on the eucalypts,
but haven't spotted any Aliens' nests. In
the winter, a Sharp-shinned Hawk patrols
the area, and finds plenty of sparrows,
goldfinches, and Yellow-rumped Warblers to feed on.
By the time we usually reach this
bottom end of the canyon, darkness is
falling and the birds are harder to see. If
we could start the day down here, we
might find more birds. In late summer
and early fall, vagrants might turn up.
We would have to visit Tuna Canyon
more frequently than two or three times
a year, and drive past the beautiful upper
sections, and that might be more difficult
if we move out of town this year as
planned. Tuna Canyon deserves better
coverage than we have given it, and
needs more attention from lovers of
urban wildlands.
We invite you to "poach" on our local
patch. Tuna Canyon belongs to all of us.
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CON STRVATION CON VE RS ATION
by Garry George

Los Angeles Audubon and Endangered Species in LA County
ur mission includes conservation along with recreation, education and restoration. As 1 look
back on our achievements over the last
few years, I can say with pride that as
of 2007, LA Audubon remains engaged
in conservation efforts for endangered
or threatened species in Los Angeles
County. This has been a goal of the
Board for the last few years, and as the
Board and I have worked on various
conservation challenges, we've seen
firsthand how few powerful advocates
these birds have. Our role in the Los
Angeles and Southern California environmental community is of crucial
importance.

O

Thanks to Audubon network efforts and
others, the Endangered Species Act survived attempts by a Republican congress to weaken the protections afforded
by that law, especially to endangered
species. Hopefully the new Congress
will not only defend but strengthen this
important piece of national legislation.
As we renew our efforts in 2007 to lead
Los Angeles County in environmental
and conservation efforts, I wanted to
look at where we stand with each of the
endangered and threatened species in
"our patch," as Kimball Garrett calls
local birding areas. We look eagerly to
the publication of LA Audubon's Breeding Bird Atlas for an important snapshot
of the status of all bird species in LA
County as of 2000. Initial reviews of
some of the species data and accounts
by Larry Allen promise a thorough look
at the breeding status of our birds,
including the threatened and endangered ones.

The endangered or threatened birds
include:
California Gnatcatcher
(Polioptila californica)
Small populations still survive in LA
County, most notably on the Palos
Verdes Peninsula and Bonelli Regional
Park. Dexter Kelly and 1 spoke before
the City Council of the City of Walnut
as part of our efforts to protect the birds
there from development. Our efforts to
educate the Council on the status and
protection of California Gnatcatcher led
to a lawsuit by the City Council that has
delayed the development and brought
attention to the Gnatcatchers in the area.
Any effort to restore coastal sage scrub
could help this bird.
Tricolored Blackbird
(Agelaius tricolor)
LA Audubon is helping fund genetic
studies by UCLA's Center for Tropical
Research that might help determine
whether the Southern populations of
this bird are genetically distinct from
the Central Valley and Northern populations. If so, they would truly be candidates for an urgent management and
conservation campaign, as the Southern
population is much smaller than the
Northern.
California Least Tern
(Sterna antillarum)
The only two breeding populations in
LA County are at Venice Beach and LA
Harbor, as mentioned in Tom's article
(see front page article). With grants
written and received by LA Audubon

for a two year partnership with Santa
Monica Bay Audubon, and the commitment of Volunteer Coordinator Jenny
Jones, a biologist as well as new member of the LA Audubon Board of Directors, LA Audubon has re-engaged its
efforts to protect this species' habitat
but also to educate the communities that
surround and threaten these birds.
Western Snowy Plover
(Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus)
They need protection on LA County
beaches from beach grooming, vehicles
and dogs. On our winter window survey
of Zuma Beach, Mary Prismon,
Margery Nicolson, Lisa Fimiani and I
found a still warm dead bird smashed in
a tire track. It now resides in the refrigerator at LA County Museum of Natural
History. This find strengthened our
efforts to educate not only the public,
but also Los Angeles County which
manages the beaches and may soon
manage the Western Snowy Plovers as
well if U.S. Fish & Wildlife evokes the
4d rule. But are they still breeding in
LA County? LA Audubon has partnered with Santa Monica Bay Audubon
to help conduct winter and breeding
surveys for the Plover as well as to protect the Least Tern thanks to a grant
from the Packard Foundation through
Audubon, and to a grant from the Collaborative Funding program of Audubon
California.
Note: We have not yet made our financial goal even with the grants. Donations can be made to LA Audubon for
the Snowy Plover and California Least
Tern conservation program.
6
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Xantus' Murrelet
(Synthliboramphus hypoleucus)
Although this bird is rarely seen in LA
County waters, LA Audubon joined in
protest against the planned construction
of a liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant
next to the Coronados Islands that
would threaten the biggest breeding
population of these birds, endangered in
Mexico. Board Director Pat Heirs took
an Los Angeles Times reporter on a
chartered boat out to the Island to experience the biological significance of that
habitat, and our support of legal action
led to an historic ruling by the NAFTA
Environmental Commission that
demanded that the Mexican government
explain its approval of inadequate environmental reports before the project
proceeds.
Southwest Willow Flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii extimus)
If we win the appeal of the lawsuit
against the LADWP on the Pine Tree
wind farm, this could help protect this
bird during migration. LA Audubon also
supports the conservation programs of
Audubon California at the Kern River
Preserve. We support the preserve not
only with Nick and Mary Freeman's
field trips for members to experience
the birds and the programs, but last year

we also offered financial support for
habitat acquisition as well. The preserve
is also breeding habitat for Yellowbilled Cuckoo, another threatened bird.
Least Bell's Vireo
(Vireo bellii pusillus)
Los Angeles Audubon has partnered
with Friends of Santa Clara River, The
Nature Conservancy, Audubon California, San Fernando Valley Audubon and
Ventura Audubon to write comments on
the EIR for the Landmark phase of the
Newhall Ranch development of 10,000
new homes near Magic Mountain. We
commissioned a detailed letter of comment by former Audubon California
biologist Dan Cooper to write the comments, and Least Bell's Vireo is a centerpiece of these comments, which were
filed January 22, 2007.
These species, of course, tell only part
of the story of LA Audubon's involvement in the conservation of birds. There
are other species of concern in LA
County that could soon become endangered. As we go forward, let's keep
positioning LA Audubon as a leader in
conservation of birds.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Jason Stuck,
Membership Committee Chair
Our 2006 year-end membership drive
was a success! From our three-month
drive alone, we welcome 12 new members. Those who got credit for referrals
between October 1 and December 31 are
Larry Allen (1), Olga Clarke (1), Lisa
Fimiani (2), Nick Freeman (1), Garry
George (6), and Jason Stuck (1).
A Tanager point was awarded for
each referral. A S25 gift certificate to the
bookstore was awarded to the most Tanager points, which was Garry George
with 6. Garry, however, passed on his
prize to the person with the next highest
points, who happened to be Lisa Fimiani
with 2. A drawing was also held, with
one ticket given for each Tanager point,
excluding those who'd already won.
Larry Allen's name was drawn, and he
also receives a $25 gift certificate to the
bookstore. Congratulations to both Lisa
and Larry!
Thank you to all who participated by
telling people what we do and by handing out remit envelopes. Your referrals
make a big difference, even though
someone may not join right away. And
though this membership drive is over,
don't let it stop you from continuing to
spread the word by letting people know
who we are and what we do. The people
interested in birding might surprise
you.
If you are a new member, welcome to the Los Angeles Audubon
Society and thanks for your support! We hope you can join us in
our monthly meetings and wonderful field trips, as well as other
ongoing programs and projects.
They are all a lot of fun and very
educational. And if you want to contribute your talents, contact us. We're
always looking for volunteers.
With all your generous support, you
allow us to fulfill our mission of recreation, education, conservation and
restoration. 1 hope you all have a happy
2007 and add lots of great birds to your
lists!

BOLSA CHICA
The Western Alliance for Nature,
together with the Amigos de Bolsa
Chica and the Bolsa Chica Land Trust
are hosting a weekend conference on
Saturday and Sunday, March 24 and 25,
on Bolsa Chica to launch a capital campaign for funding an endowment of the
proposed stewardship program to manage and maintain one of Southern California's greatest wetlands.
Tickets are SI50 for the weekend,
which includes a bird walk with Nick
and Mary Freeman and Larry Allen on
Saturday, March 24.
Los Angeles Audubon is supporting
this effort as a sponsor, and has a few
tickets available at $75 for members.
For more information on this weekend event visit:
www.wanconservancy.com or call the
Conservancy at (310) 456-0611.

Welcome and thank you to
new and renewed members
and donors!
Oscar Benitez
Lance A. M. Benner
Abe Bloom
Judy Boster-Mark
Peter J. and Tracy C. Bunetta
Richard Congersky
Julian P. and Kathy Donahue
Peter Dullea
Jon L. Dunn
Judy and Arnold Fishman
Mary A. Flicker
Joan Franco
Albert and Elizabeth Ann Garrison
Frank and Susan Gilliland
Marion Hack
Dr. Gerry Haigh
Fred Heath
Curtis O. Johnson
Andrea Kampic
. Joyce A. Kidd
Kathleen Komar and Ross Shideler
Pearl Koran
Susan M. Lapham
Dr. Emil M. and Mrs. Barbara Lichina
Ann S. Margucci
Antonio Paiz
Robert Perry
Ms. Jean Pickus
Roy Poucher
Leslie Riley
Martin Schiageter
Amy T. Schwartz
Melvin M. Sigman
David Sims
Mark Stambler
Gregory B. Stewart
Christopher Tenney
Judith Vogensang

THANK YOU!

ubon Society

Anonymous Donor
George and Amanda Ball
Arnold Kassoy
E. H. Ken Kendig, Jr.
Judith S. Rothman
Greg Stewart
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NEW AT THE BOOKSTORE
SPECIAL SATURDAY SCHEDULE
Saturday, March 3,2007 open from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Saturday, April 7, 2007 open from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
REGULAR SCHEDULE
Open: Monday through Thursday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Closed: Friday, Saturday (except special Saturdays noted above), and Sunday

Plastic Book Covers
We have a large variety of sizes of plastic book covers for all the books you use in
the field.
Priced from: S0.79-S1.99

NEW TITLES
DKEyewitness: Bird (DVD)
This DVD answers question such as: What do birds' songs mean? And how does an
owl catch its prey in the dark? Take an up-close look at the range of sizes, shapes
and habitats of birds. Perfect DVD for family and children. Run time 62 min.
N12289
S12.99

Where to Watch Birds: World Cities
The essential guide to finding birds in the major cities of the world. A perfect book
for the bird enthusiasts who find themselves in a foreign city with a little free time.
Covers 60 cities of the world. Paul Milne, 2007
N12206
'
S28.00

Princeton Field Guides:
Whales, Dolphins, and Other Marine Mammals of the World
A guide to all of the world's marine mammals. Contains key field marks and summaries of behavior. Includes 450 color photos, 500 illustrations and 124 color
maps.
Hadoram Shirihai and Brett Jarrett, 2006
N12295
S24.95
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O F T H E S E A S O N
by Jon Fisher

ovember and December continued to be a lively couple of
months in the county. With little
rain and typically mild weather, there was
plenty of time to be in the field. With several extraordinary passerines and a shorebird unrecorded in the county for four
decades found during the period, LA
County birders proved that life after fall
migration is anything but dull. Several
local Christmas Bird Counts in the latter
half of December also added some good
birds to the mix.
A handful of expected but irregular
species were either more widespread or in
greater than normal numbers. These
included Hooded Merganser, Mountain
Chickadee, Mountain Bluebird, Goldencrowned Kinglet, Varied Thrush and
Brown Creeper.
Small numbers of Greater Whitefronted Geese were in the area with the
first report being six at Bonelli Park
November 12 and remaining through the
period (Catherine McFadden). Another
half dozen were at the Angeles National
Golf Club December 3 (Kimball Garrett).
Finally, a single bird was at Legg Lake on
December 16 (Mark & Janet Scheel).
Several others present since last winter
appear to have taken up residence at Santa
Fe Dam in Irwindale along with an
"Aleutian" Cackling Goose.
Likewise, a few Snow Geese were
reported on the coastal slope with a single
bird at Madrona Marsh on November 19
(Martin Byhower), two flying over Peck
Pit on December 2 (Ed Stonick) and
another at Legg Lake on December 16
(Mark & Janet Scheel). Two more were at
Malibu Lagoon throughout the period,
accompanied by a smaller bird showing

N

characters intermediate between Snow
and Ross's but possibly a "pure" Ross's
(fide Kimball Garrett).
Female Eurasian Wigeon are
undoubtedly overlooked in the region,
and one at the Angeles National Golf
Club December 3 (Kimball Garrett)
reminds us to be on the lookout for them.
On the other hand, males are hard to miss.
A returning bird was at Almansor Park
December 5 (Bernardo Alps) while another was present for most of the period at El
Dorado Park in Long Beach.
The first report of Common Goldeneye was one at Ballona Lagoon November 23 (David Bell). Two were on the LA
River at Fletcher Drive on December 8
(Richard Barth). Four more stopped
apparently just briefly at Peck Pit on
December 9 (Rich Sonnenberg) and
another four were along the LA River on
December 30 (Kevin Larson, Carol
Selvey).
The waters off Dockweiler State
Beach in El Segundo have been good for
scoters in past winters, and this year did
not disappoint. The first report was of two
Black Scoters there on November 13,
followed by three White-winged Scoters
on November 22 (both Richard Barth). A
Long-tailed Duck turned up off there on
December 2 (Kevin Larson). Two Whitewinged Scoters and another Long-tailed
Duck were seen from Pt. Vicente on
December 16 (Kevin Larson). These were
mixed in with substantial movement of
6,000 Surf Scoters heading south. The last
report was of three Black Scoters and two
White-winged Scoters seen from the
Venice Pier on January 1 (Nick and Mary
Freeman).
A Red-billed Tropicbird five plus

miles off Long Beach on December 17
(Gary Peebles) was well out of season if
correctly identified.
The only inland Pacific Loon was one
at Apollo Lake near Lancaster from
November 5-23 (Kimball Garrett).
Up to five Horned Grebes, a species
found regularly on some of our deepwater reservoirs, were at Bonelli Park in
San Dimas on December 5 (Rod Higbie).
Nine were on Castaic Lagoon on December 27 (Kimball Garrett).
Ferruginous Hawks aren't difficult
to find in the Antelope Valley in winter.
Dark morph birds however, which make
up a fraction of the population, are unusual. Thus two such birds in the Antelope
Valley on December 30 were noteworthy
(Larry Schmahl). Overall, numbers of
Ferruginous Hawks in the Antelope Valley seemed to be above normal.
Two Golden Eagles were discovered
in mid-December feeding on coots at
Santa Fe Dam in Irwindale (fide Mickey
Long). What was likely the same pair
were reported at Bonelli Park in San
Dimas later in the month working on lowering the coot population there as well. In
addition to the goldens, an immature Bald
Eagle was flying over El Dorado Park
November 30 (Karen Gilbert, Jeff Boyd).
Rare away from the deserts and true
interior was a Prairie Falcon at Bracked:
Field in La Verne on January 1 (Catherine
McFadden, Paul Clarke).
There are but a handful of reliable
wintering areas for Mountain Plover in
southern California. One such favored
location is the Antelope Valley, where an
impressive flock of 176 was in the agricultural fields at 110* Street East and
Avenue J on December 4 (Mike San
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Miguel, Jon Feenstra). At least a few continued at this spot through late December.
A true highlight was the county's first
Rock Sandpiper in nearly forty years.
The bird was found at Marina del Rey on
November 22 (Barbara Johnson, Jon
Fisher) and was present through the end
of the period. It turned out to be a nice
Thanksgiving surprise for many area
birders. It's not surprising that the last
record during the winter of 1967-68 was
also from Marina del Rey, as were several records prior to that. The location
offers ideal habitat for rock pipers and is
also well covered.
Unusual shorebirds have largely
departed by late October, but one exception was a previously discovered Ruff
that lingered on the LA River north of
Willow Street through November 25
(Andrew Lee).
Major news for California birders was
the discovery of the state's first Ross's
Gull at SESS on November 17 (Guy
McCaskie). Birders from hundreds of
miles away rushed to the scene at Red
Hill Marina with some of the earliest
arrivals showing up after dark and watching the bird with the aid of headlights.
The bird stayed through the next day, but
vanished early on the 19th. Ross's Gull
was to be expected in the state with at
least one Oregon record on the books. But
it was the northern coast that would have
been the odds on favorite as the likely
location, not the Salton Sea.
A second year Glaucous Gull on the
LA River on December 21 (Karen
Gilbert, Jeff Boyd) was later seen at several locations along the river through the
end of December. Two Glaucous-winged
Gulls, while regular well inland in the LA
Basin, were a first record for the Lancaster CBC on December 17 (Nick & Mary
Freeman). The only reported Blacklegged Kittiwake was one at Pt. Vicente
on December 16 (Kevin Larson).
Rare coastally was a Burrowing Owl
found at Ballona Marsh on November 16
(Chuck Almdale) and remaining through
the end of December. Another was in
Alhambra on December 12 (fide Dan
Cooper). Even more unusual on the
coastal plain was a Long-eared Owl in
Portuguese Bend on Palos Verdes CBC
on December 23 (Holly Gray). These
owls are very difficult to locate unless
March/April 2007
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calling, but this record and others indicate
that small numbers may well be regular
on the coastal slope in fall and winter.
Also notable on the Palos Verdes CBC
were two Western Screech-Owls (David
Moody, Tracy Drake), a species not previously known to be resident on the
Peninsula.
A Greater Roadrunner near the LA
River in Vemon on November 8 (Linda
Lewis) was a hard one to explain. The
nearest populations are in the Montebello
Hills and Whittier Narrows area. It's possible that a railway corridor provided this
individual with a convenient route from
one location to the other.
The county's first Ruddy GroundDove, recorded on October 10, remained
in La Canada throughout the period
(Mark Hunter). Another unusual dove
was a Common Ground-Dove at Hahamongna Watershed Park in Pasadena on
December 16 (Lance Benner). While not
difficult to find in Orange and Ventura
Counties, this species is rare in LA CountyEurasian Collared-Doves are to be
watched for in the county as they expand
their range. Reports for the period included one in Highland Park on December 16
(Dan Cooper) and three near Hollydale
Park in South Gate on, December 30
(Richard Barth). As Spotted Doves have
rapidly disappeared from most of the
county, Eurasian Collared-Doves are
slowly increasing. One wonders what factors allow one of these closely related
species to survive and cause the other to
be nearly extirpated. Cooper's Hawks are
thought to be largely responsible for the
Spotted Dove decline, and it remains to
be seen what impact they may have on
Collared-Dove expansion.
Several Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers
were noted in the area. A juvenile was at
Holy Cross Cemetery on November 17
(Don Sterba) and an adult was at Forest
Lawn in Glendale on December 13
(Richard Barth). Another immature was
at Cal Poly Pomona on December 17
(Andrew Lee). A female Williamson's
Sapsucker, quite rare in the lowlands,
was discovered at Vina Vieja Park in
Pasadena on December 13 (Dan Cooper).
The only Lewis's Woodpecker
reported was one at Jackson Lake near
Wrightwood on November 11 (Mark

Scheel). Other woodpeckers of note
included a Hairy Woodpecker at Bonelli Park in San Dimas on November 6
(Rod Higbie), and a White-headed
Woodpecker at Veteran's Park Sylmar
November 2 (Doug Martin).
It wasn't a surprise that last winter's
Thick-billed Kingbird returned to Banning Park in Wilmington. Vagrants are
well known to return to the same location
for many winters. The first report was on
November 4 (Kevin Larson) and the bird
was seen periodically throughout the period.
Western Kingbirds, at one time practically unheard of in winter in southern
California, are now very rare but regular.
One was at Legg Lake in South El Monte
on December 24 (Larry Schmahl), another was on the Palos Verdes CBC on
December 23 (Ann & Eric Brooks), and a
third was at El Dorado Park in Long
Beach on January 1 (Karen Gilbert).
More expected are Tropical Kingbirds,
with two recorded thus far. One was at
Lincoln Park in Lincoln Heights on
December 15 (Tom Miko) and a second
was in Long Beach near Heartwell Park
on January 1 (Karen Gilbert).
A few Empidonax flycatchers were
found, but they were in smaller than
expected numbers. Gray Flycatchers in
particular were much scarcer than usual
with but a single individual reported at El
Dorado Park in Long Beach on November 28 (Karen Gilbert, Jeff Boyd). A
"Western" Flycatcher was on Palos
Verdes CBC on count week (Kevin Larson) and another was at DeForest Park on
December 30 (Kevin Larson). A Dusky
Flycatcher was a first for the Palos
Verdes CBC on December 23 (Curtis
Johnson, Jerry Tolman, Jim Pike). A
Hammond's Flycatcher was on the Los
Angeles Country Club on January 1
(Kimball Garrett).
A stunning male Vermilion Flycatcher, back for its second winter at the west
end of Rush Street in South El Monte,
was reported throughout the period.
An amazing bird was a nominate
"Eastern" Bell's Vireo found in Pasadena on November 4 and present though
most of December (John Garrett). The
bird was well documented with photographs and is a first record for the county. Returning for a second winter was a

more expected but still very rare "Least"
Bell's Vireo at DeForest Park on December 30 (Kevin Larson). In addition, nine
Plumbeous Vireos were found during the
period, but only one Cassin's Vireo was
reported.
This predominance
of
Plumbeous over Cassin's has been typical
of recent winters.
The only Winter Wren reported was
at Palos Verdes Golf Club on December
23 (Jim Pike), whereas there was a miniinvasion last winter.
Two Sage Thrashers wintering in the
Antelope Valley were found on December
30 (Larry Schmahl). A Brown Thrasher,
very rare in winter, was found at Harbor
Park in Long Beach on November 12
(Kevin Larson) and was present through
December.
A number of Varied Thrushes were
reported making this one of the better
recent years for this species. The first
report was one in Ladera Heights on
November 21 (Richard Barth), with two
there on December 2. Another was at El
Dorado Park on November 28 (Karen
Gilbert, Jeff Boyd) and three were at
South Coast Botanic Gardens on December 9 (Kevin Larson, Carol Selvey). Other
sightings were at Polliwog Park in Manhattan Beach December 18 (Richard
Barth) and in Bouquet Canyon on December 27 (Ron Milne, Tracy Drake). The last
report was from Sand Dune Park in Manhattan Beach on January 4 (Richard
Barth).
Mountain Bluebirds were widely
reported on the coastal slope this winter.
They first turned up in ones and twos, and
then flocks of between ten and thirty were
found at various locations including
Irwindale, South El Monte, Pomona and
La Verne.
Wood-Warblers were well represented, and in fact November and December
proved to be better for them than September and October. There was a Tennessee
Warbler at Alondra Park on November
19 (Martin Byhower) and another at
Hartwell Park in Long Beach on December 19 along with a Nashville Warbler
(Karen Gilbert). Charles Wilson Park in
Torrance had a Northern Parula on
December 7 (Kevin Larson). Lastly for
the Vennivora was a Virginia's Warbler
at Rose Hills Whittier on December 10
(Larry Schmahl).

Palm Warblers included one at Avalon on Catalina Island November 11 (Mike
Tyner) and another at Peck Road Water
Conservation Park in Arcadia on December 2 (Ed Stonick). Two more were at
Madrona Marsh on December 23 (Tracy
Drake). A Pine Warbler is always a good
find in the county. One late fall bird was
discovered at John Anson Ford Park in
Bell Gardens November 17 (Jon Feenstra).
Very unusual was a female Blackthroated Blue Warbler at a residence in
southwest Pasadena from December 10
through 16 (Susan Frank). Rare in the
county even at the height of vagrant season, a mid-December record is remarkable. It obligingly stayed just long enough
to be included on the Pasadena CBC, but
has not been seen since.
A single American Redstart at Wardlow Park in Long Beach on December 19
(Karen Gilbert) was the only one reported. Painted Redstarts made another
strong showing this season, with most
from last winter returning and a new one
found at the Bette Davis Picnic Area in
Glendale November 9 (Doug Martin).
Birds that came back for a second winter
included the Bonelli Park bird, one of last
year's two at Elysian Park, and single
birds at Monrovia Canyon and at Big Dalton Canyon in Glendora.
Summer Tanagers were at El Dorado
Park November 30 (Karen Gilbert, Jeff
Boyd) and at the South Coast Botanic
Gardens on December 9 (Kevin Larson,
Carol Selvey, Martin Byhower). A male
and a female Summer Tanager were
found separately in Elysian Park on
December 26 (Mike San Miguel) and the
last report was of one at DeForest Park in
Long Beach on December 30 (Kevin Larson).
Black-headed Grosbeaks were at the
Palos Verdes Golf Club on December 23
(Jim Pike) and at Elysian Park on December 26 (Mike San Miguel).
A few Vesper Sparrows were on the
coastal slope with two in South El Monte
on December 10 (Jon Fisher), two more at
Santa Fe Dam December 16 (Andrew
Lee), and another at Hansen Dam the
same day (Richard Barth). Eleven Whitethroated Sparrows were reported in the
county during the period with a high
count of three visiting a yard in Arcadia

(Mike San Miguel). A Harris's Sparrow,
very rare in the county, was found at El
Dorado Park in Long Beach on December
30 (Tom Wurster).
Swamp Sparrows included birds at
Bonelli Park in San Dimas on November
12 (Catherine McFadden), in Malibu on
December 17 (Nick & Mary Freeman)
and at Castaic Lagoon on December 27
(Kimball Garrett). The only Clay-colored
Sparrow reported was at Bonelli Park in
San Dimas on November 12 (Catherine
McFadden). The only report of a Grayheaded Junco was one at Elysian Park
November 9 (Sue Horton).
Three Baltimore Orioles included
birds at Woodlawn Cemetery November 6
(Richard Barth), at Banning Park in
Wilmington on December 4 (John
Adfem), and at the South Coast Botanic
Garden on December 23 (Kevin Larson).
An Orchard Oriole was at the South
Coast Botanic Gardens from December 923 (Kevin Larson, Carol Selvey).
Many good birds have already been
found in the county this winter. Don't forget to document those sightings and send
them to Kimball Garrett, county compiler
for North American Birds.
As I write we're in the second week of
January and for some birds spring migration is about to begin. March and April are
not far behind, bringing with them an
explosion of breeding and migration
activity. For now, there are still unusual
wintering birds waiting to be discovered
and it's also a great time to work on those
troublesome immature; gulls. The nighttime temps in the San Gabriel Mountains
leave something to be desired, but some
of our owls are best found there in late
winter when calling consistently.
For me, the enjoyment of birding in
southern California involves more than
the pleasantly mild weather and constantly changing birdlife. It's also about the
places we travel and the people we meet
along the way who share our interest. Still
another aspect is promoting interest in
birds, birding and conservation to beginning or non-birders. This takes just a little
effort and can be both personally rewarding and beneficial to our shared goal of
preserving birds and their habitats.
Here's to lots of good 'birding'
in 2007.
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P E L A G I C
SATURDAY, APRIL 21
A deep water trip toward the San Juan
Seamount. This trip departs from the
Santa Barbara Harbor on the fast catamaran Condor Express at 7:00 a.m. and will
return approximately by 8:00 p.m. This is
a One Day Murphy Petrel Search! We will
cruise along the deep water shelf by the
San Juan Seamount. Birds previously
seen: Laysan and Black-footed albatross;
Northern Fulmar; Sooty and Pink-footed
shearwaters: Parasitic, Pomarine and
Long-tailed jaegers; Leach's and Forktailed storm-petrels; Cassins Auklet, Xantus Murrelet and Tufted Puffin. Rare possibilities are Cook's Petrel and Red-billed
Tropicbird.
Leaders: Dave Compton, Jon Feenstra,
Todd McGrath, David Pereksta and Wes
Fritz. $198 There is a complete galley
that serves breakfast, lunch and dinner.
SATURDAY, JUNE 9
Land on Santa Cruz Island for the
Island Scrub Jay, and then out to sea.
This 8 hour trip departs from the Island
Packer dock in the Oxnard Harbor at 8:00
a.m. on the m/v Vanguard. We will land at
Prisoner's Cove where the endemic Island
Scrub-Jay is easily seen. Then we will
cruise out to sea for pelagic birding,
returning by Anacapa Island. Birds seen
on prior trips: Northern Fulmar; Sooty
and Pink-footed shearwaters; South Polar
Skua; Parasitic and Pomarine jaegers;
Sabine's Gull; rocky shorebirds (up to 5);
Pigeon Guillemot; Xantus Murrelet. Rarities: Flesh-footed Shearwater. A Tufted
Puffin was seen in 2002.
Leaders: Jon Feenstra, Todd McGrath
and David Pereksta. $96 A box lunch
and breakfast can be ordered from the
adjoining dock-side deli, or bring a picnic
lunch and drinks.
Save $5.00 with an early sign-up
60 days prior to the trip departure.

March/April 2007
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SATURDAY, JULY 21
A deep water trip towards the San Juan
Seamount. This trip departs from the
Santa Barbara Harbor on the fast catamaran Condor Express at 7:00 a.m. and will
return approximately by 8:00 p.m. We
will cruise along the deep water shelf by
the San Juan Seamount. This time of year
Cook's Petrels and Red-billed Tropicbirds
are seen in this area, and this is an ideal
time to look for mega-rarities such as
Dark-rumped and Stejneger's petrels; as
well as Wedge-rumped Storm-petrel.
Birds expected: Pink-footed and Sooty
shearwaters; Leach's, Ashy and Black
storm-petrels; Cormorants (3); Rednecked and Red phalaropes; South Polar
Skua; Pomarine Jaeger; Pigeon Guillemot; Common Murre; Xantus and
Craveri's murrelets; Cassin's Auklet.
Leaders: Dave Compton, Jon Feenstra,
Kimball Garrett, Todd McGrath, David
Pereksta and Wes Fritz- $198 If there is
insufficient response 35 days prior to the
departure, the trip will be cancelled.
There is a complete galley that serves
breakfast, lunch and dinner.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
A deep water trip to Cherry, Tanner
and Cortez Banks. This trip departs
from the Santa Barbara Harbor at 7:00
a.m. on the fast catamaran Condor
Express, and returns approximately at
8:00 p.m. This is our Red-billed Tropicbird trip. We are far offshore in 3 counties: Santa Barbara, Ventura and Los
Angeles. Birds expected: Black, Least,
Ashy and Leach's storm-petrels; South
Polar Skua; Parasitic, Pomarine and
Long-tailed jaegers; Sabine's Gull; Arctic
Tern. Rarities: Black-footed Albatross;
Buller's Shearwater; Craveri's Murrelet.
Blue, Fin and Minke whales as well as
several species of dolphins are usually
seen. Leaders: Jon Feenstra, Kimball
Garrett, Todd McGrath, David Pereksta
and Wes Fritz. $198 The trip will be cancelled if there is insufficient response 35
days prior to departure. There is a com-
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plete galley that serves breakfast, lunch
and dinner.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20
A trip around the Northern Channel
Islands Monument. This 8 hour trip
departs from the Island Packer's dock in
the Ventura Harbor at 8:00 a.m. on the fast
catamaran Islander. After dropping off
campers on Santa Cruz Island, we will
have the boat to ourselves and cruise
around Santa Cruz Island to the Santa
Cruz passage by Santa Rosa Island and
along the Santa Rosa Flats to the deeper
water near San Nicolas Island. We will
return by Arch Rock at Anacapa Island.
Birds seen on prior trips: Northern Fulmar; Sooty, Pink-footed and Black-vented
shearwaters; Leach's, Least and Ashy
storm-petrels; cormorants (3); Parasitic
and Pomarine jaegers; Sabine's Gull;
rocky shorebirds (up to 5); Common
Murre, Xantus Murrelet; Cassin's Auklet.
Rarities: Buller's and Flesh-footed shearwaters; South Polar Skua; Long-tailed
Jaeger. In 2002 a Streaked Shearwater,
and in 2003 a Brown Booby and 2 Manx
Shearwaters were seen. Blue, Fin and
Humpback whales have been seen on this
trip.
Leaders: Jon Feenstra, Todd McGrath
and David Pereksta. $120 There is a
snack galley with beverages, bring your
own lunch.
REFUND POLICY FOR
PELAGIC TRIPS
If a participant cancels 31 days or more prior to departure, a S4 service charge will be deducted from
the refund- There is no participant refund if requested fewer than 30 days before departure, unless
there is a paid replacement available. Call LAAS
for a possible replacement. Please do not offer the
trip to a friend as it would be unfair to those on the
waiting list.
All pela, c trips
must be filled 35 day prior to sailing,
Please reser 'e early.
NOTE: Destinations may be 'hanged in order to maximize bird sightings, or minim. :e rough seas. In order to
meet unexpected increases in fuel costs, there can be a
$5 to $10 energy surcharge per person.

CHRISTMAS BIRD C O U N T HIGHLIGHTS
LANCASTER COUNTY

MALIBU

by Nick and Mary Freeman

by Larry Allen

Despite the impending storm, the Lancaster Christmas Bird Count held on
December 16, 2006 was blessed with
good weather, and nary a hitch. It did
start drizzling at the dinner meeting,
and snowing on the way back over the
hill, for those who stuck it out to the
end.
Highlights of the count were two
Glaucous-winged Gulls (new for the
count), nine Phainopeplas (seen only
once before), and Osprey (seen twice),
as well as the return of Short-eared
Owl to the count (none in the last 6
years). We were skunked on Burrowing
Owl, which is a bird of special concern
for the region. While we average two
Burrowing Owls each year, we have
missed this species eight years over the
count so we are optimistic that this bird
will be seen again on a future count.
We had 29 participants out this
year—right between the mean and the
high. The total species count was
114— also between the mean of 108
and the record of 120.
The next Lancaster CBC is
December 15, 2007; so mark your calendars! If you wish to be contacted for
next year's count (and are not already
affiliated), email the Freemans at
mnfreeman(ttj.earthlink.net.

There was a cool dawn on December
17, 2006 as 61 observers in 32 parties
fanned out to find as many birds as
possible in the circa 177 square-mile
Malibu Christmas Bird Count circle. At
the end of the day, 162 species had
been reported, totaling roughly 24,000
individual birds.
The most exciting reports of the
day involved sparrows: a Swamp Sparrow was found at a small drainage
feeding into Las Virgenes Creek and
five Grasshopper Sparrows were found
at Chesboro Canyon. Rare for the
count circle (if not elsewhere in the
county) were reports of Redhead,
Osprey, Black Oystercatcher, Shortbilled Dowitcher, Burrowing Owl, Rednaped Sapsucker, Steller's Jay, and
Lawrence's Goldfinch. Seasonally
unusual birds included a male Blackchinned Hummingbird in the vicinity
of Piuma Road (the acceptability of
which is still being evaluated) and
three Barn Swallows flying over Malibu Lagoon. Winter invasive species
were generally scarce, but Goldencrowned Kinglet, Mountain Chickadee,
and Varied Thrush made appearances.
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Long-eared Owl

As not infrequently happens, some
count-circle residents (Greater Roadrunner, Sage Sparrow) and some of the
usual wintering species (Cinnamon
Teal, Lewis's Woodpecker) were not
reported. But you can help find these
next time!
The next Malibu Count will be on
December 16, 2007, and we can use
your assistance. So mark your calendars, and give me a call
(626-288-2701) or send me an e-mail
(larryallen@earlymusicla.org)
to participate.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
by Ray Schep
A s opposed to last year when the
count occurred during gale and rainstorm conditions and we had a much
lower species count, the Los Angeles
Christmas Bird Count took place in
ideal weather this year. A total of 157
species were found.
The definite bird of the count was
the rarity Rock Sandpiper seen by Alan
Demartini, a Northern California volunteer, and also by many others outside
of count day. A bird that breeds in the
Aleutians, it was seen on the rocks at
Ballona Creek at the entrance to the
Marina.
Other birds not on the usual list
were Hammond's Flycatcher, Vermillion Flycatcher, Black and White Warbler, Varied Thrush, Hooded Oriole,
Nashville Warbler, Ross's Goose, Redhead, Elegant Tern, Virginia Rail,
Black Scoter and Eurasian CollaredDove.
Owls were good with Great-horned,
Western Screech and Burrowing, but
Bam Owl was not reported.
Glaringly absent from this list was
Spotted Dove. The population of this
introduced species has crashed due to
unknown reasons, and of course Brown
Cowbird, hardly missed. And nobody
reported Coopers Hawk, although
Sharp-shinned was in evidence. The
Peregrines at Westwood were also not
seen.
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F I E L D T R I P S £* B I R D W A L K S
Saturday, March 3
Bonelli Regional Park.
Leader: Rod Higbie.
Bonelli Regional Park is a remarkable island of habitat. It has lake, coastal
sage, mixed woodland, park and riparian
habitats. Birds regularly seen in the past
include California Gnatcatcher, Cactus
Wren, dancing grebes, and occasionally
Golden Eagle. Two hundred other
species throughout the year.
From LA, take the 10 or 210 Fwy
east towards San Dimas to the top
stretch of the 57 Fwy. Proceed N from
the 10, or S from the 210 on the 57 Fwy
to the Via Verde exit just N of the 10/57
interchange (at the bottom of Kellogg
Hill). If coming from the N, turn left
onto Via Verde, and left into the "Park
and Ride" lot. If coming from the S, be
alert that the off ramp comes up fast.
Proceed right off the ramp onto Via
Verde to the "Park and Ride" lot.

Saturday, March 3
Debs Park
Audubon Center
Birdwalk.
Join Dexter Kelly for a leisurely
morning walk through the diverse natural areas that surround the Audubon Center at Debs Park. A wide variety of birds
of riparian, walnut woodland, and chapparal habitats can be found, including
raptors. Meet at 9:00 AM.
The Center is located on Griffin
Avenue on the west side of the park.
From the south, take the Pasadena
Fwy north to the Avenue 43 exit. Bear
right on Ave. 43 up the hill to Griffin
Ave. Turn left on Griffin Ave., and go
about a quarter mile to the Center's driveway, which goes steeply uphill on the
right.

We will meet here at 7:30 AM to carpool since there is a $7.00/car park
entrance fee.

From the north, exit the Pasadena
Freeway southbound at Avenue 52. Turn
left on Ave. 52, and follow it across the
freeway to where it becomes Griffin
Ave. The driveway is a quarter mile on
the left.

Rod will continue after lunch, if
there is interest. There are picnic tables
and facilities. Bring lunch, if you plan to
bird past noon.

Sunday, March 4
Topanga State Park Birdwalk.
Ken Wheeland & Chris Tosdevin
will lead participants through this beautiful and diverse coastal mountain area.
An ideal trip for a beginning birder or
someone new in the area.

No limit or reservation.

From Ventura Blvd., take
Topanga Canyon Blvd. 7
miles S, turn E uphill on
Entrada Rd. Follow the signs
and turn left into Trippet
Ranch parking lot. From
PCH, take Topanga Cyn.
Blvd. 5 miles to Entrada Rd.
Parking $5.
Meet at 8:00 AM.
Lincoln s Sparrow
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Saturday, March 10
Upper Franklin Canyon
Birdwalk.
Decent Paul Cooley will be escorting us around this local bird haven, with
stunning and photogenic Wood Ducks,
resident chaparral species, and a few
migrating songbirds expected.
Franklin Canyon is located between
Sherman Oaks and Beverly Hills. Meet
in the parking lot at 8:00 AM, and bird
for a few hours.
From the 101 Fwy, take Coldwater
Cyn. Ave. S into the hills. Immediately
after Mulholland Dr. merges from the W
with Coldwater Cyn. Ave., make a 90degree right turn onto Franklin Cyn. Dr.
and continue west to the Sooky Goldberg Nature Center. The parking lot is to
the left at the first stop sign.

Sunday, March 11
Ventura County
Game Preserve.
Leader: Irwin Woldman.
This private duck hunting club maintains habitat for thousands of wintering
and migrating ducks, shorebirds, songbirds and raptors; and harvests sustainable numbers as dictated by California
DFG. Clubs and military bases such as
Pt. Mugu NWS next door, make up
much of the remaining marsh habitat in
the state. The larger birds may be thinning out, but there should be plenty to
see. Birds that have been seen here
include Sora and Virginia rails, American Bittern, Eurasian Wigeon, dark
morph Red-tail Hawks, Golden Eagles,
and one Lesser Sand Plover!
Get to the preserve by taking the 103
Fwy W to Rice Avenue S to the end and
then take Hueneme Rd. W. Take the first
left at Casper Rd., continue past the
rum, and leave your car across the street
from the barn. Meet by the road at 8:00
AM, and bird until noonish.
Free. No sign-up required. We will
walk the property, so good hiking/mud
shoes with energetic legs inside a plus.
Scopes & FRS radios helpful.

FIELD TRIPS & B I R D W A L K S
Saturday and Sunday,
March 17 and 18
Anza Borrego:
Birds, Butterflies and
Beyond.
Leader: Fred Heath.
High points over the years: Swainson's
Hawks, blooming desert evening-primrose and indigo bush, chuckwalla, desert
bighorn (annual), LeConte's Thrasher,
Long-eared Owl (likely).
Suggested accommodations: Tamarisk
Grove Campground (reserve through
www.reserveamerica.com), or Stanlund
Motel in Borrego Springs ((760) 7675501). Anticipate a busy weekend, and
reserve camping and motels very early.
Limit 20 people. Send SASE with
phone number, e-mail and $5 fee to
LAAS, PO Box 931057, Los Angeles,
CA 90093-1057, to learn 7:00 AM
meeting place and more details.
Pleasant to warm days, cool to cold
nights.

Saturday, March 17
Kenneth Hahn
State Recreation Area
Birdwalk.
Leader: Eleanor Osgood.
This trip covers landscaped parkland
and natural coastal scrub habitats, and is
paced for beginning birders and members of the Baldwin Hills community.
The park entrance is off of La Cienega
Blvd. Between Rodeo Rd. and Stocker
St. After passing the entrance kiosk ($4
parking fee), turn left (leading to the
"Olympic Forest") and park in the first
available spaces. Meet at 8:00 AM.

Sunday, March 18
Ballona Wetlands
Birdwalk.
Bob Shanman leads this trip to our
nearest wetland and adjacent rocky jetty.
Shorebirds and gulls should be wellentrenched for the Winter.
Meet at the Del Rey Lagoon parking lot.
Take the Marina Fwy (90 W) to Culver
Blvd. and turn left for a mile, turn right
on Pacific Ave. The lot is
on the right. Lot or street
parking is usually not a
problem. Three-hour walk.
'Scopes helpful. Meet at
8:00 AM.

Saturday, March 24
Whittier Narrows
Birdwalk.
Leader: Ray Jillson.
View colorful resident and migrating
birds, possibly including the introduced
Northern Cardinal.
Take Peck Dr. off the 60 Fwy in South
El Monte (just west of the 605 Fwy).
Take the off ramp onto Durfee Ave.
heading W (right) and turn left into the
Nature Center, 1000 Durfee Ave. Meet
at 8:15 AM.

Saturday, March 31
Point Dume Seabird
Watch.
Learn from Jon Feenstra how to make
specks into ticks. Let the birds come to
you, as Jon shows how to make sense of
those far off (and nearby) bobbing and
flying seabirds such as loons, scoters,
shearwaters, and possible jeagers.
Take PCH west from Malibu past Kanan
Dume Road, and turn left at the bottom
of the hill onto Westward Beach Road.
Park along the road, walk past the bathrooms, and meet at the Zuma Creek
Lagoon at 8:00 AM, where we will whet
our seabird appetites on gulls. We will
caravan or carpool to the overlook. Not
much fun without a spotting scope. Ends
noonish.

5;
LeConte s Thrasher
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F I E L D T R I P S &< B I R D W A L K S
Sunday, April 1
Topanga State Park Birdwalk.
Leaders: Ken Wheeland &
Chris Tosdevin.

Sunday, April 15
Ballona Wetlands
Birdwalk.
Leader Bob Shanman.

Meet at 8:00 AM. See March 4 listing
for details.

Meet at 8:00 AM. See March 18 listing
for details.

Saturday, April 7
Debs Park Audubon Center
Birdwalk.
Join Dexter Kelly for a leisurely morning walk through the diverse natural
areas that surround the Audubon Center
at Debs Park.

Saturday, April 21
Kenneth Hahn
State Recreation Area
Birdwalk.
Leader: Karen Johnson.

Meet at 9:00 AM. For details, see March
4 listing.

Meet at 8:00 AM. $4 entry fee. See
March 17 listing for details.

Saturday and Sunday,
April 14 and 15
Owens Valley Grouse Trip.
Mary Freeman leads.
Sage Grouse on the lek, Sooty Grouse in
trees, breathtaking scenery, raptor-rich
valleys, shorebirds heading north. Meet
early Saturday morning in Bishop.
Limited to 20. To sign up, send $20 and
a SASE to LAAS, PO Box 931057, Los
Angeles, CA 90093-1057. More details
in mailer.

Friday through Monday,
April 27-30
Kern River Valley
Spring Nature Fest.
200+ spp./festival. Trips to Butterbredt
Spring, Kern NWR, Kern R. Preserve,
Mojave Desert, Sequoia NF.
Contact bird trips organizer
Bob Barnes at:
bbarnes@lightspeed.net, or check
http://kern.audubon.org/bioregion.htm.

Reserve rooms and trip early for this
immensely popular trip. Motel 6, Mountain View Inn, Bishop Elms are some of
many hotels in Bishop.

Saturday, April 28
Rancho Sierra Vista.
Biologist, birder and ex-docent Scott
Harris will be traipsing through the tussocks in search of the elusive Grasshopper Sparrow, Blue Grosbeak, Lazuli
Bunting as well as other foothill and
grassland species.
This is one of the few spots in the
Southland that reports Grasshopper
Sparrow on an annual basis. A visit to
the Satwiwa Indian Cultural Center will
follow, if it is open.
Take the 101 Fwy west past Thousand
Oaks just into Ventura County, exit
south on Lyn Road for 5.2 miles, tum
left on Via Goleta, and proceed to the
last parking lot where the group will be
meeting.
Meet at 8:00 AM, and bird until noon.
Sunscreen and water essential.

Saturday, April 28
Whittier Narrows.
Leader: Ray Jillson.
Meet at 8:15 AM. See March 24 listing
for details.

Saturday, May 5
Santa Anita Canyon.
Leader: Mary Freeman.
Take the 210 Fwy toward Arcadia, and
take Santa Anita Avenue N to the parking lot at the very end of the road. Meet
at the trailhead at the bottom of the lot.
Four mile round-trip moderately strenuous walk through oak and chaparral
canyons. Good selection of breeding
and migrating birds including warblers,
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Band-tailed
Pigeon, three hummers and American
Dipper possible.
Pack in a lunch and water. Meeting time
7:30 A.M.

Rock Sandpiper
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FIELD TRIPS & B I R D W A L K S
Saturday, May 5
Debs Park
Audubon Center
Birdwalk.

Saturday, May 12
Galileo Hills and
Butterbredt Springs.
Leader: Nick Freeman.

Join Jenny Jones for a leisurely morning walk through the diverse natural
areas that surround the Audubon Center
at Debs Park. Meet at 9:00 AM. For
details, see March 4 listing.

These are two of the best spring migrant
traps in the state. Western warblers and
flycatchers should headline. Reptiles
may be encountered!

Sunday, May 6
Big Morongo
Wildlife Preserve.
Leader Dexter Kelly.
Breeding desert and oasis birds such as
Brown-crested and Vermilion Flycatchers, Summer Tanager, Scott's and Hooded Orioles, Yellow-breasted Chat and
migrating Empidonax flycatchers.

Take Hwy 14 about 4 miles past Mojave,
then turn right on California City Blvd.
Drive through town about a mile past
the shops, turn left past the golf course
on Randsburg-Mojave Rd., and veer
right on 20 Mule Team Rd. Turn left at
the Galileo Hills sign before the hill,
take your first paved right, your first
right again, into the Silver Saddle Country Club, followed by two paved lefts
into the lot. Park by the first pond.
About 2 hrs driving time from L.A.

Meet at 8:00 AM. in the parking lot. To
get there, take the 10 Fwy E about 17
miles past Banning to Hwy 62 N. Pass
through the town of Morongo Valley,
take a right on East Dr., then a left into
the preserve. Bring lunch, water and sun
block. Desert Hot Springs offers the
nearest accommodations, or camp at
Joshua Tree NP. No sign up.

LAAS phone sign-up mandatory (323876-0202). 12 max. Bring lunch, sun
block. Meet at 7:00 AM; finish up 4ish.

Sunday, May 6
Topanga State Park
Birdwalk.

Meet in the parking area outside of Hart
Bar Campground at 9AM, and bird all
day.

Leaders: Ken Wheeland & Chris Tosdevin. Meet at 8:00 AM. See March 4
listing for details.

Local birder Sandy Remley will be guiding us around on this, our first trip to
Aspen Grove, Mission Springs, and the
S. Fork of the Santa Ana River. More
details next newsletter.
No sign-up, no fee.

Friday through Monday,
June 22-25
Southern Sierras
Extended Weekend.
Leader: Bob Barnes.
High deserts to High Sierra. The most
diverse, species-rich region in the state.
Likely: Goshawk, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Pileated Woodpecker and owls. 150
species likely in 4 days.
Participation limited. To reserve, and
receive trip information, send SASE
with e-mail, phone number and $15
for each day attended ($60 for 4 days),
mail to: LAAS, PO Box 931057, Los
Angeles, CA 90093-1057. Dawn to
dusk (and more) birding ideal for enthusiastic beginning to advanced birders.
Reserve rooms in Kernville early (listed
in flyer). Lots of driving, so bring a
friend.
RESERVATION
AND
FEE EVENTS
(Limited Participation)
Policy and Procedure

Sunday, June 3
Eastern San Bernardinos.
Leaders: Sandra Remley
and Mary Freeman.

Reservations will be accepted ONLY if ALL
the following information is supplied:
1) Trip desired
2) Names of people in your party
3) Phone numbers:
(a) usual and
(b) evening before event,(in
case of cancellation)
(c) email address (if used)
4) Separate check (no cash please) to
LAAS for exact amount for each trip
5) Self-addressed stamped envelope for
confirmation and associated trip information
Send to:
LAAS Reservations
P.O. Box 931057
Los Angeles, CA 90093-1057
If there is insufficient response, the trip will
be cancelled two Wednesdays prior to the
scheduled date (four weeks for pclagics). You
will be so notified and your fee returned.
Your cancellation after that time will bring a
refund only if there is a paid replacement.
Millie Newton is available at Audubon House
on Wednesdays from noon to 4:00 PM to answer
questions about field trips. Our office slaff is
also available Monday through Thursday for
most reservation services.
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INTERNATIONAL BIRDING TOURS
KENYA BIRDING & WILDLIFE SAFARI
November 2-14, 2007
Post-Extension Eastern Kenya:
November 13-21, 2007
Kenya, one of the great birding and wildlife destinations in the world,
offers an opportunity for you to experience much of East Africa within
a short period of time. Over 1,100 bird species have been recorded in
Kenya, and many are easily seen. Besides its incredible birdlife, Kenya
has become synonymous with the historic great wildlife of Africa, and
Kenya may be the very best place to see large numbers of wildlife,
namely the "Big Five", elephant, rhinoceros, leopard, lion and buffalo.
In addition, the variety of wildlife, often at the same time you are viewing fascinating birds, is difficult to believe. From Nairobi to Samburu,
the slopes of Mt. Kenya, Lake Nakuru, and the great plains of the Masai
Mara, this is sure to be your African trip of a lifetime.
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On the extension, we plan to travel from Nairobi to the Tsavo West
National Park and Mzima Springs, with views of Mount Kilimanjaro. Then we are on to Shimba Hills National
Reserve, just a short distance from the Indian Ocean, and the last remaining breeding population in Kenya of the
indigenous Sable Antelope. Birding stops will be made along the way. Experience for yourself the wonders of
East Africa on this Los Angeles Audubon Safari. Space is limited.

THE BEST OF COSTA RICA
February 5-17, 2008

For information and itinerary, contact:
Olga Clarke - Travel Director
Los Angeles Audubon Society
2027ElArbolitaDr.
Glendale, CA 91208
Ph/Fax: 818-249-9511
e-mail: oclarketravel@earthlink.net

Costa Rica, with its well deserved reputation as a country sincerely interested in conserving its natural resources,
is one that is invariably on all birder's lists to visit. Its tropical forests harbor howler
monkeys, Resplendent Quetzals, poison-dart frogs, giant morpho butterflies, over
830 species of birds, and the beauty of thousands of plant species. We will visit six
of the major locations that are distinctive, each offering a marvelous profusion of
tropical birds.
Habitats encountered will range from semiarid ranch land, to misty cloud forest,
the transition zone between the dry and moist forests of the Pacific lowlands, the
treeless paramo, and what may well be the highlight of our trip, a visit to La Selva,
a lowland rainforest where nearly 400 birds have been recorded. As part of a small
group, enjoy some of the best tropical birding in Costa Rica., where you will be
accompanied by outstanding leaders throughout. Space is limited.

Resplendent Quetzal
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PROGRAMS & EVENING MEETINGS
Meet at 7:30 at Audubon House in Plummer Park
7377 Santa Monica Blvd (at Martel between La Brea and Fairfax)
323-876-0202

Wednesday, March 14, 2007
Tom Ryan presents:
Snowy Plovers on Los Angeles Beaches
Historically Snowy Plovers nested on the beaches of Los Angeles County. As
the human population of Los Angeles County surged following WWII and
beachgoers and development impacted habitat, the last nest was found in
1947. Snowy Plovers can still be found wintering on our beaches, and each
year volunteers count their winter numbers as part of a range-wide survey
effort. Mr. Ryan will talk about the history of the plovers on LA beaches,
threats faced by the plovers and possible reasons behind their decline, why
LA beaches are important for the birds, what is being done to protect the
plovers on LA beaches and current efforts to survey their winter and look for
signs of nesting populations. He will also discuss what you can do to help
these efforts.
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Snowy Plover

Wednesday, April 11, 2007
Tom Stephenson returns to LAAS to present:
The Birds and Wildlife of Madagascar, Island of Endemism.
Madagascar, the world's fourth largest island, has the highest rate of endemism in the
world. Come see Tom's excellent photos of birds from endemic bird families including the
Couas, Vangas and Mesites. The unique Lemurs are also endemic to the island. Driven to
extinction in Africa by the apes and chimpanzees, these prosimian primates managed to
escape to Madagascar. And they are very photogenic! Birds and primates aren't the only
unique creatures in Madagascar, and we'll see pictures of some unique reptiles and ecosystems such as the Spiny Forest complete with endemic Long-tailed Groundrollers. We'll also
discuss the future prospects of this unique and wonderful island, where 50% of the population is under the age of 15.
Madagascar Kingfisher
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